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There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female, for you are all one 
in  Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28




MTM





Who are we?





In the context of the last Mennonite World Conference assembly, held in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Africa in 2003, a group of African women theologians shared their pilgrimage in building the Reign of God. Their desire was to see similar opportunities for women in other regions. 





This encouraged Latin American women leaders to organize themselves as women theologians of the Latin American region. Then Alix Lozano and Ofelia Garcia, together with other church women, presented a proposal to Mennonite World Conference, specifically to its Global Gifts Sharing Project. It was a proposal for coverage and support to achieve women’s dreams. It was in this moment that the Latin American Women Theologians Movement began.





Objectives





1. Facilitate thinking and discussion among Latin American women theologians of the Mennonite, Mennonite Brethren, and Brethren in Christ Churches with respect to how the churches can better use the gifts God has given them.





2. Communicate the results of these reflections to the Latin American Anabaptist churches.





3. Develop strong mutually supportive and collaborative relationships between women theologians and theological students.





4. Explore an approach to the roles of women in the churches that could be useful in other geographic areas.





Expected Results





1. Greater support and motivation for women who decide to study theology.





2. Greater acceptance and encouragement for women in pastoral and other leadership roles in Latin American churches.





3. Promote theological training of Anabaptist women.





4. Strengthen unity and collaboration among women with theological training.





The Process 





Invite Latin American women with theological training to meet each other, taking into consideration the following criteria: a) Women who have theological training, but no degree, b) Women who are currently studying theology, c) Women who have significant pastoral or leadership roles in the church, although they don’t have theological training, d) Women who have theological studies and a degree.





Bring women together from the different conferences, countries or regions to think about their different roles within their churches and propose specific actions.





Plan and carry out a Latin American Women Theologian’s Gathering in the context of Mennonite World Conference to be held in Paraguay in 2009.





We motivate and encourage Mennonite Anabaptist women to receive training in different theological institutions that exist in order to better serve their communities and together build the Reign of God in places where we find ourselves.





We also ask for your prayers in order that these dreams may become a reality and that women’s work may be valued and recognized as it should be so that we may have a more just and equitable world. Let us remember, sisters, that anything that can be dreamed, can be realized if we have the will and decide to try hard and take action.





Meetings Held





Place 				Date 				Theme





Venezuela 			September 2004 		Women in the Bible





Curitiba, Brazil 		January 2005		Shared Experiences





San Jose, Costa Rica 	July 2006 			Roles within the Church





Uruguay 			January 2007		Women in the Bible





Guatemala			November 2007		Domestic Violence--the great 								challenge for our churches





Some Latin American women theologians also met with women theologians of other regions within the context of the Mennonite World Conference in Zimbabwe and Pasadena, California, and with North American Hispanic and African-American women theologians in Elkhart, Indiana. 





Future Meeting





Paraguay, July13 - 14, 2009		Shared Experiences


Note: This information comes from an historic summary prepared by Alix Lozano in November, 2007.


 


If you want to take part in a meeting or give a financial contribution so that others can participate, contact the following people for more information: 





Regional Contact Persons





Gladys Siemens 	Southern Cone, Brazil		� HYPERLINK "mailto:gladyssiemens@yahoo.com.br" ��gladyssiemens@yahoo.com.br�





Marta Basualdo	Paraguay			 	� HYPERLINK "mailto:bamadu12@hotmail.com" ��bamadu12@hotmail.com�





Alix Lozano		Andean Region, Colombia		� HYPERLINK "mailto:sbmc@etb.co" ��sbmc@etb.co�





Sandra Campos	Central America, Costa Rica	 � HYPERLINK "mailto:scampos_cr@yahoo.com" ��scampos_cr@yahoo.com�





Ofelia Garcia 	Mexico & Caribbean		 � HYPERLINK "mailto:cristianradi@yahoo.com.mx" ��cristianradi@yahoo.com.mx�





Elizabeth Soto	North America 			� HYPERLINK "mailto:ezsoto@gmail.com" ��ezsoto@gmail.com�








Support





Olga Piedrasanta 	Latin America		� HYPERLINK "mailto:loquitapiedra@yahoocom.ar" ��loquitapiedra@yahoocom.ar�


Telephone: 502-2-485-7617





Linda Shelly 		North America		� HYPERLINK "mailto:LindaS@MennoniteMission.net" ��LindaS@MennoniteMission.net�


Telephone: 316-283-5155, ext. 266; Fax: 316-283-0454








