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BIOGRAPHIOCAL S KETGOCH

Harvey A. Driver

Harvey A. Driver, Executlive Secretary and Treasurer of the
Congo Inland Mission Board since 1950, is a Christian layman
and member of the Evangelical Mennonite Church. The chief
function of this Mission Board 1s to unite four Mennonlite Mission
boards representing some 200 congregations in the United States
and Canada for mutual consultation and jJolnt action in the Belglan
Congo where work wag begun in 1911. For thlis Job, Driver carries
the major portion of the administrative load, involving the guld-
ance of over eighty missionarles, the processling and examlnation
of all missionary candldates of the respectlve boards for Congo
and with the annual budget of more than $200,000.00, ninety five
percent of which is spent overseas. He also represents the board
officially on various committees and counclls in North America.

In 1951 and 1952 he spent two months with the missionaries
on the field in Belgium Congo. He also traveled by auto from
Natdal, West Coast of Africa to Nalrobe in Kenya Colony 1n the

cozpany with Dr. and Mrs. Curtls Bowman of the Church of the
srethren; then visiting Ethiopla, the Middle East and Europe.

vp, Driver and the Bowmans were guests on 52 different mission

stations of Africa during this trek.
vr. Driver started teaching at an early age 1n Kansas,

which profession he followed for seven years in Colorado after

Aoshen College granted him an A. Be, majoring iln soclal studles

in 1930. He continued graduate studles at the University of

Colorndo.
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The economlc depression of the thirties drove Mr. Driver
to supplement hls salary by ralsing turkeys, which turned out
to be his major interest. He was married to Priscilla Llechty
of Wauseon, Ohlo in 1936; and after a year's residence in
Colorado, they moved to Wauseon, formlng a turkey growing
project with Mrs. Driver's brothers, known as "Sunnycrest Farms",
specializing in the breeding, production, procesasing and mark-
etinz of this most popular holliday fowl.

The Drivers have two daughters, Barbara and Phyllls; and
the farlly resides at Wauseon where Mr. Driver still maintains
reaponsibility in his busines firm. He commutes regularly to
the neadquarters of the Mission in Chicago and travels much
representing the cause of foreign misslon to hlis denomination

and otherse.

Mr. Drivers says a8 a Christian layman, he 1s dedicated
to the proposition that in Jesus Christ may be found the solution

to all the needs of all men regardless of race, color or soclal

standinz. The Great Commission of our Lord and Master Jesus

christ zives us our orders as Christlans.



REPORT OF THE PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CONGO INLAND MISSION BOARD

April 10, 1951

As the title of promotional secretary is not found in the C.I.M. constitution
I had to look to the minute of my calling for a definition of my duties which
reads as follows: "That Brother Driver be given a call as administrative and
promotional assistant to Brother Rediger." While Brother Rediger has acquainted
me with the routine of the office, my major assignments have fallen along the
lines of, first, both official and unofficial correspondence to the field;

second, representing the work to our home constituency and policiting moneys for
the so-called expansion fund; and thirdly, arranging the increasingly difficult
and intricate details of expediting personnel and materials to the field. During
the year we have seen two families off to Belgium, two familiee to Congo, three
ladies returning to Congo, and welcomed four parties to furlough. Making these
travel arrangements and expediting materials to the field for the mission, things
that the missionaries order for themselves and things that friends of the
missionaries send to them, requires a lot of time and investigation:; also much
correspondence and bookkeeping as most of these purchases are made through the
credit that the CONGO INLAND MISSION has established both in America and Africa.
This phase of our work will of necessity increase, and calls for the installation
of suitable records both here and on the field and the securing of capable
personnel to give permanency and stability to these records. The fourth assign-
ment given me has been in the area of new personnel. I have been surprised at the
large number of young people both from the affiliated Mennonite bodies and other
groups that are inquiring about the possibilities of service and offering them-
selves. Qur young people are challenged by the stirring events of our day and are
doing something about it. I hope you brethren ponder that significant statement.
Somehow God has permitted us to be the governors of a board whose field is calling
for the Gospel and its supporting culture. Actually dozens of young people are
esking to serve in the field. God has provided the work and the workers. He is
meeting with us here today asking, "What can you do about 1t?" How effective a
channel of service can the CONGO INLAND MISSION be for our Mennonite young people.
Can we hold open this door of positive Christian testimony? Or do we prefer to

return to the position of being forced to support them in some government-provided
work camp?

Africa was in reality a dark continent to me when I entered this office. My
friends and former colleagues are in India, China, Japan, and Latin America. I
have only been a part of the CONGO INLAND MISSION constituency for eleven years
and only during the last four of those years have I taken a personal interest in
our field and its missionaries. So I have hed to make a lot of investigations
to prepare myself to intelligently enter upon the performance of my duties with
our board. During the year I have had three fine interviews with Dr. Emory Ross
of the Africa Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America. I
have read volumes snd dozens of pamphlets and booklets. The correspondence of
our field representetives also represents a good representation of Africa today

or I should pay, Congo today. Permit me, therefore, to make a few observations
today.

, Bince World War II the Belgiana are aware of the value
of thelr colony and of their responsibilities to the native peoples of Congo.
1t wae significent to me that the secretary at the Belgian information center in
Hew York City told me "The kingdom of Belgium consista of twenty mil}ion people,
twelve million of whom reside in Congo Belge, Africa." The Belgiana' interest in
Congo 1B evidenced by the numcrous surveys and studies it has made in the Congo
gince 1946, many of which have Just been translated into English and are n:ﬂ "
peing sent to mieslons such as ours. The attention and courtesy giva:iPrucguraE
sigsione in these reports ls significant and challenging to the Christian Churc
in general and to us here today in particular.

{1t is known that Belgium is a minorlity country in the United Nations and the
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tgzrgovegzzﬁt n;e ;\igned by our legal representative who is elected b}r thig
agraB;untB inEiQLQ .Tiprunger has filled this position since we have entered thi:

. ese agreements in R
Cheistian miasiorasy gr no way jeopardize our rights as a

enterprise but on the other hand we are defi en :
nitel
to teach our interpretation of religion and Christian culture. Ralizign "

specific subject to be taught in the Belgian school system along with reading
vriting, and arithmetic. Accepting this governmental assistance in educatiun;l
and medical work should be regarded as a means to an end in our mission work and
as & supplement to our efforts to minister to the ""whole of life" of the African.
We personally believe that we must follow Christ in all affairs of life--at home
in school, in the church, and in our business. If it is really our purpose to ’
rstablish an indigenous church capable of maintaining itself, we must help develop
a Christian culture that serves all phases of human intelligence and understanding.
"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man."

Luke 2:52. Besides these government funds which are pald to and accounted for by
our legal representative there are other grants available that greatly increase
the effectiveness of our Christian wltness. In 1930 King Leopold set up the
"Queen Astrid fund" in honor of his wife who was killed in en automobile accident
in Switzerland. Through this benefit we have the {ine dispensary at Charlesville
and Mukedi. These advantages are made possible wherever a state-accredited

medical worker is located, if the locality justifies it and our total organization
praves worthy of it.

While the Belglan government was in exile in London during Vorld War II,
Congo finenced it entirely. These funds are now being returned to Congo by
Belgium and are specified to be used for the benefit of native peoples through the
medium of Catholic and Protestant missions. A substantial grant has already been
recelved for the equipment of the hospltal and maternity ward at Mukedi. Under
the sdvice that we have two home economics majors on the way, applications have
been made for a girls' specialized school at Nyanga. Favorable action has been
given to the request but an actual grant may not be made until our candidates are
actually enrolled in Brussels. Likewlse the field has asked for a certified
teacher of manual training so a simlilar grant mey be asked for a boys' school.

We should bear in mind that these matters are in the formetive stages and
that no system of accounting for them to the home boerd has yet been devised.
Brother Sprunger is responsible for an asccounting of them to the government and

their representatives are regularly and courteously inspecting and advising with
Prother Sprunger as to their use.

7ie should also bear in mind that the government does not offer this
assistance to relieve missions such as ours of financial responsibility but rather
to supplement the personal qualifications of the missionary with tools and equip-

ment so that he will be able to more adequately contribute to the "whole of life"
of the native African.

I think you realize thal this is a responsible and time-consuming task for
Brother Sprunger and he, therefore, needs our special prayers.

I want to thank you as board members, the pastors of our churches, and the
people in gencral for the courteous way I have been recelved during the year.
The treasurer's report shows what progrese has been made along financial lines
and the further business of the day will also spoak for itself and needs no

t only a8
repetition here. May I again say that the work presents itsell to me no
nnpuppnrtunity to fulfill our responsibility to the comwand of our Lerd to witness

to all people but algo as s particular challenge to present our positive testi-
mony to a wer-torn and mad world.

Respectfully submitted,

A Anivers

H. A. Driver
Promotional Secretary
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Leopoldville
NHovember 28, 1951
To The Board Hembers

(Not for publication or reprint)

Government and Mission Relationships in Congo

Two things stand out in my memory es a result of my hour and a half visit with
Reve Hs Wakelin Coxill, Hrﬂt’ the government of Belgium thinks the Western world,
mostly the United States and including her missionaries, is trying to rush self-govern-
ment on %o the Congo natives long before they are ready for it. Secomd, they do not
understand at all the American idea of separation of Church and State.

Belgium is very semsitive about and jealous of her rich colonial possession -
Congo, and does not welcome forelgn interference in Congo's development mmd government.
Frankly put, the government does not want mission boardsy; such ns the Congo Inland
Higsion, to consider that they have the rights to any land or property in Congo. That
is, they do not consider this American board as controlling or developing this territory
and its peoples in any way and surely not in developing & little American Colony in
Congoe« On the other hand the Legzal Repregentative or persomalite Civil, elected by
the missioparieg to officially carry on the mission's business with the governmemt, is
a very responsible perzon as far as the Belglans are concerned. In fact, the property
is his as far as the government is concerned and the other missionaries wre the subjeots
of him so to speak, Carrying the analogy further, the American board would hold the
same prerequisite as the king, that of appointing or samectioning the appointment of a
new Legal repreaentative by the misglonnries on the field. The board's guarantee of
the zovernment, "to be responsible for the travel sojourn mnd return" of each misaionary
is just a guarantee to take sald missionary off the government!s hands if he does not
prove to be a desireable acculturer. It is also the only "whip" the board holds over
the miasionary — that of withholding his financial support. The govermment wants to
deal directly with the one "on the spot" in the Congo and they went that person to be
sympathetic or at least understanding. That 1s the reason they have estahlished the
Colomiel training school for missionaries in Brussels and require all educationsal and
mediecal nmigsionaries to attend it. Thore are so many of these two classes 21 presemt
that they are pressed to take care of all of them but as soon as they ara able they
will require any and all missionaries to receive this Colonial education., Why? So the
government officials will be personally acquainted with each "forelgner" in Congo and

quite sure that they will be "Congo Belgian" aculturers and not U. 3. or even United
Nations acculturers.

In theory the lews governing Congo come from the parliamemt in Brusasels but in
fact and practise they come from the Coloniel governmemt in Leopoldville end ia the

oresent colonizl government the Legel Reoreacntatives of Christian Higslons (protestant

and Catholic) hold the responsible and significant positions in the governing and
developmant of the Congolese.

I have been in Leopoldville four days. Dr. Ohrnemen invited me to their home for
dinmer the first evening I was here ond have telked with him every day. He and Dr.
Caerpenter of L.E.,C.0. are really showing me misslons around Leopoldville and Brasszaville.
Dr. Ohrnemen, a Swedish migsionary, has visited America in 1947, Coxill, a Britain, has
visited America twice, and Emory Ross have really impressed me as a tean that have se
affectively established Protestant mlssions in Congo. Ohmeman is invited to all
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functions of State in Leopoldville snd consulted almost daily either in person or hy
telephone on mattors of Colonial policy. Sising up these three men, I would say that
Coxill and Ohmeman are trained theologisns and deeply spiritual men and what we in
the States would judge progresaive fundamental preachers with Lvangelical fervor.
Thelr work and testimony I think, bears out my estimste of the mem. Dr. Ross is a
historian, anthropologist and keen student of hmsn nature in any given form and accep?
the theology of the other two and is living it out in a marveloualy human way. All
three say they cannot understand the American quarrel represented in the National Counc

Anerican Council and NoA.E, and pray that it will not be forced on to the Conge Pro-
testant scena.

Dre Ohrmeman is highly pleased with C,I.M. He says she iz one of the five leading
nissions in Congo, (the rest are burely holding their own) and he is extravagant in hi:
praise of our quariet of older men, Emns, Sprunger, Schnell and Craber, and favoraily
impressod with cur younger missionariess L.E.C.0. would like very much to have Graber
when Carpenter leaves. I assured them we could not spare Graber at this time, esmpeclal
since Mra. Grabor is an aoccredited nurse. Carpenter and Ohmeman asked if we Hemnonite
would have a Christian printer in Anmerica who would give a three yoar term o L.Z.C.0.
Pleage read your 1950 Leco reporte LsE.Ce0e 15 truly e wonderful establishment and the
groatest single achievament of Protestant misalons in Congo. There are 2300 frotestant
mipaionaries in Congo ab present under the 44 mission organizations. Dr. Chrneman is
seaking to promote dlatriot conferemces among them for greater comlty and cooperution.
A3 in the States, nodern transportation and communication is shrinking Congo and once
isolated regions are now "rubbing elbows" with cach other. Ohrmmeman is promoting these
districts wvith Africans in view, rather then miszions. He would thus like to see C.I.M
take leadership in this area of cooperation in Southwest Congo in which area the two
other largest nisasions are, the U.T.id, and the donnonite Brethrem. As he seeks to
uncerstand ‘nerican Memnonitism he thinks it would bo to the splritual and doctrinal
tlessing of the African church fifty yoars hemce if we could influence tThis U.T.d, fiel

beginning now whem it is nesding and apparently is ready for new zdministration., I gha
study the practlecal woriing out of this when I get to our field and report to you later,

In closing this report to you my colleagucs, I would like to list the advantage as
I gee it, in our affiliation with F.i.C., Brussels Dureau and C.P.C.

1. Uembership in these organizations sort of automatically clear the way for

umninpeded relotions wiih governuent,

2, Inloruation, of important and confidemtial nature, is passed on to the board
at houne and the mission on the fleld.

3. Then boards or miselons need urgent action from governments or outalde bodles
they have effective personnel to make contect with the authorities or others.

Lo The specialized wnd effocciive service remdered in literacy and in literature
typified in our work in L.Z.C.0,

5. The ataosphore of wnderstanding and mutual cenfidemce ond support widch grows

'y the winds and hearts of secretaries and missionarics of the cooperzting
groupse.

. though wembership in these organizations i1ps not legally necessary in order
ts cnable a mission to secmre land {rom the Congo goveornaent and to build on
ghe lmd, 1t 1a quite clear that aisoions in the Congo today are in an ecaaler
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position with the government on these matters. And definitely we could not

have the government and other Belglam aid which we are now using ond pro-
fiting by without these relationahips.

fihile there may be much in the national and internatlonal orgunizations that we
cannot go along with, I do not believe thare is any Jeopardising of our falth and
practice in using their facilitles and accepting thoir direction since they do not

ask us to accopt a certain statement of falth or enter into any orgahic union of
ﬂhﬂrﬂhﬂli

The testimony of our witness to Congo or may I say of the Christian church today,
does not find its power and influemce in great documents or smooth rumning organizations,
but in the truth of the Gospel, in a truly Christtan wall among mem, in the authority
of the Bihle, Any organization or combination of organization within the church that
does not contribute toward those ends is not worthy to be under the bleseing of the
church,

Faithfully yours,

H, A. Driver
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Memo of Understanding Between H. A. Driver and Field Committee.

January 31 and February 1, 1952 - Nyanga Station
About the Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer:

This is my first church wide assignment and I ask your help and forebearance asg I
prepare under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to understand and discharge my duties.

God has not called me to foreign miselonary service but as I understand His calling
to me it is to approach and interpret the church's misslonary obligation and opportunity

from a further view or possibly a home base perspective that will be sympathetic with
and contributing to your immediate tasks and work on the field.

Let me emphasize arain that I conslder C.I.M. a Mission Board of the chureh — and
the authoritative protestant church of which we are a part is the Mennonite faith as re-

presented by the duly elected or appointed members of the Conro Inland Mission. As much

as I admnire the work of the A.I.M. and other so-called faith Missions, I cannot go along

with thelr organiczations because in my estimation they demy the supremacy of the organiz

denominational Christian church. I will stick by the Mennonite church and lock to her

for spiritual euidance and protection. I will also say that I am for a united Mennonite

Christien witness to the world and shall always strive to keep the C.I.M. such a witness.

It falls in my line of duty as I see it to seek to understand the probhlems confronti

you on the field and to intrrpret them to the home board. That is why I am here among

you — to obtain a clesrer and better understanding of the Congo Inland Mission at work.

It is &lso my duty to know and clearly convey to you the policles and decisions of the

boerd. While the Constitution does not refer to my office as that of executive, by

implication and nctual practice of my predecessors as much has been implied and I suppose

I will continue to act in that capacity. As such, I pray that I may always be fair and

sencible and I hope alwaye to be "easy to be intreated".
ba erecutive director of the Congo Inland Mission, I shall consider prayerfully and
to the best of my sbilitles:-

1. Anv pereanal requent, conplderation, or observation of any misasilonary.
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2. Any vequests for improvements or alterations concerning station on mission

policy as they come to the board through me -

a. With full station approval

b. With the approval and sanction of the field committee

I have been told many times while among you that C.T.M. is very democratic and tha

no one wishes to tell the other what should be done. I warn you that is not Democracy

but Soclalism and can easily lemd to Anarchy in Missions even, as 1s evidenced by some
of your neighbors. I am not advocating dictatorship in C.I.M. but I am asking you for

better orgzanization and a definite line of responsibility that will make for unified an

loyal station policy and mission policy ms well. Eppecially since rovernment and inter

misslon regulations and affairs are becoming more complicated and come before us more

often, I think it is very necessary that C.I.M. have more central administration. I

therefore. will recommend to the board that the field director, who is now Brother Enns,

be given an open administrative account so that he may at all times be available to the

stations for counsel and advice. I shall expect him to keep in constant touch with the

legel representative and mission treasurer. The present labor and wages regulation make

ihis need immediate and urgent end it is well for you to keep uniferm practice and polic

regerding these matters. Another reason why better organization and more administrationm

is degireable and necessary at this time is because for the first time in the history of
our =ission we are approaching maximum personnel. When there were so fe.of you on &

station that you couldn't possibly ret around to everything there was little need to

consider who will do this or the other thing. As lone as I can Temember, you have been

saying, "fe need more missionariea™, "Lord. send us helpers". God has answered your

prayers. We now hnve more first—term missionaries on the field than older. Our growth

in this pheere has not been entirely without "paing"elither. Let us cooperate and ad-

rinister wisely so that the fine gpirit of cooperation and missionary understanding of

sach other may continue and grow. It 1s the present understood sphere of the board to
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place as well as acept and appoint the missionaries. That is probably the greatest
reason for me being here now and further for me as Executive director to always keep in

close contact and understanding with you. I, and we ns a board, will always work closel

with this field committee in the matter of missionary appointments and placements. Whi]

we conslder & missionary's service one of life-time, it does not imply that a C.I.M.

missionary serve on the same station or live in the sams house for life. Neither does

it imply that he be moved every term or oftener.

These then are mv principle duties as I see them in relation to the board, the
field committee ~nd the Conference, and the migsionaries.

This Matter of Money
I em

also the treasurer of the CONGO INLAND MISSION and as such =m under bond to
be responsihle for the money glvem to the Congo Inland Mission. I am also morally re-

sponkible to the rivers of the money and to the mission for its use. As Executive

Secretery of the mission, I have also, "guaranteed to be responsible for the travel,

gojourn and return to the United States after a five year term of service," of each

pissionary on the field. Thie declaration with the peal of the mission must be on file

end sccepted both at Brussels and at Leopoldville before a missionary's viea to enter<

the Congo is granted. As tressurer I make a monthly accounting to the board and an

annual sudit to the board of - 1. The financial condition of the Congo Inland Mission.

2. L deteiled account of receipts and expenditures.

The board does not require this

because they mictrust mel It is becnuse facts snd figures spesk most pointedly and

correctly of the status of the work. OS¢ as long as I am treasurer the regualitions of

+he conetitution in finances will stand. - 1. The station treasurers will make a

monthly report of receipts and expenditures to the fleld treasurer. 2. The field

treepurer ghall make a monthly report to the mission treasurer. 3. Likewise an annual

audited renort of e=ch shall be nade.

: I ahnll recommend to ihe board that the fisgal year of the field be changed from
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vary 1 to Japuary 1, to from November 1 to November 1, so that your reports may be
Sompleted and audited by your snpual missionary conference in December.

J

—

Since I have a better understanding of how you operate using credit and the payme

of all statlon mission bills, I shall recommend to the board thet as soon as posaible

have & balance to pay bills. This implies credit spending rather than deficit spending

It will also mean that the tremsurers monthly report to the board must elways Bhow con-
vertible cash resources equal to this amount.

Our Expanding Needs

It took a lot of faith to semd out such a large number of missionaries in so short

a time. It will also require daily faith, praver and work to keep them on the field an

supplied with the necessary tools to work. The monthly receipts from our loyal constit:

indicate that we have possibly expanded a little too much for our present economlec re-

sources. We must also remember that we are possibly at the peak of our economic possibd
1itv. We cannot normally exvect any more money to operate with than we now have but on

the other hend we must be fortified to meet whatever economic adjustmentes may be necesse
As I understand it a budget adopted by a mission board is not a guarantee but a goal and
the azreement you signed with the board whem you became- a missionary bears this out.

¥e can meet here these davs end plan bulldings, programs, and work but God can over rule

these plans — and He may choose to do it by withholding funds.
The Future

Let us ever keep before us our task as a Misgiop and oumcdbject; "to engage in a

united effort in carrying out the last command of Christ". After 40 years in Conge

we are stil]l commanded to., " preach the eospel to every creature". to "teach all nations
to "baptize”. to follow-up all the implications of this gospel of Christ. Therefore, we
cannot pass lightly by any opportunity for witnesaing to more tribes and people. Very

pointedly we must coneider Kandala and the U.T.M. very prayerfully. We must also consid
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the responaibllity to the other nations and pecples of the world and the resources she
has to meet these needs.

Let us prayerfully seek to understend each other and most of sll understand God's
plens =nd purposes for us that together as a field administrative body and a home board

we might be wise snd capable stewards of the resources God intrusts to us.

H. A. Driver
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Pagtor: \Why don't you read this to your congregation or in some wey circulate this
around so that everyone in the church may follow Mr. Dirver on his trip. (er

ALONG THE VIAAY WITH THE C.I.M. SECRETARY

' The Nyanga Relave

I was scheduled for Banga Christmas Eve but Frank and Agnes Enns had prepared a fine
Christmas dinner for me and the Nyanga staff so I had two Chriotmas dimmers. After dimner
it seemed like thousands of people were milling about for the Annual field day. Soon there
were dozens of foot races of all sizes and ages at one time. Then while the children and
girls were playing games in one section a huge ring of men and boys was forming for the
wrestling. There were two bouts going on all the time. Aps sBoon as one boy "hit the dirt",
another came out of the circle to challenge the winner. Then there was archery where skill-
ful Africans shot off a small box of matches at a dlstance of 200 feet and finally a ball
game. Jolm Jantzen and Arthur Jants were everywhere superwising snd encouraging and in-
variably & group of natives were around Arthur amazed at hls slx feet helght and 230 lbs.
One man asked brother Enns how old Arthur was and couldn't belleve that a man could get eo
large in twenty-five years. The Apendi are small but strong sinewy men. Many of them ptill
file their teeth sharp pointed still harking back to thelr cannibalistic tendemcies. I had
to tare away from the games at four o'clock in order to get to Banga by six. A native wanted
to go that way so I had company and although we couldn't understand each other I appreclated
his pointing out the villages as we drove along end naming the tribes they belomged to. I
guess the silence became boring to my friend because all at once he burst into singing "Dowmn
at the Cross”, with Kipend! words and I joined as loud as I could in good American English.
e were soon in Bashilele territory and I soon recognized that they are much larger and also

blacker than the Apendi. Their tribal marking is removal of the two upper front teeth. TWe
sew meny yomnger Bashilele who have their téeth — another evidence of the Gospel.

Chrigtmas Eve gt Banga
I arrived in time for a good supper with Russel and Helen Schnell and family and
Erest Yoder. Their bamboo aad grass house is fascinating and plctureque but not a model
of comfort and security. However, it shelters a happy and jolly missionary family end we
are thankful that in o few weeks they can move to thelr new and substantial cement block

home. Thig yeoar has been & trying and lonely one at Banga but true soldiers of the Cross
sress ever onward, How we should be more faithful in prayer and support.

A fenous tropical storm had flattened the church and some school uni’r?a so arrangements
had been made to have the Christmes Eve program in the "farmers' elevator in Banga village,
a bamboo building atout 15 x 40 feet where the natives bring their corn and millet to sell.
Try to imagine My, end drs. Schnell and four children, Ernest Yoder, myself and about 300
 fricans in tnis building with only one @oor the only opening. Carclyn Schnell played the
orgsn sceompaniment to group ainging led by an African. Mrs. Schnell gave a flemnelgraph
story, them ¥r. Schnell appropriately introduced the forelgn dignitary who proceeded to wish
everyone = happy Christass. There followed much scripture reading, singing and adménishing
by miscionsry Schnell. It is amazing how these people love to read and write. They are also
good at improvishing songs, putting thelr own words of Christian message to native tunes,
azing thelr om drums and hand made insgtrumeats for accompaniment. Of course, they all sing
from the Tshilube hymn books in regular pervice. After two hours in this "elevator" by the
1ight of several lanterns, 1 can agsure you thet all eight of us whites smelled as African

as any black man but I have not found in the Now Teatament yet that Christians are to possess
s perticular odor.

1¢ voun could hove been in this Christmas Eve service I am sure you would do more pray-
Lf‘j_ﬂg, glv{ng ond sacrificing to help bring the Christmas story to many moro groplng in heathen-
{gm and sin, How faithful ims your congregntion to the "Go YEY of the Master? How falthful
are you to the "Pray Ye" and the "Give Ye" of the Magter? DBRETHREN VE MUST DO MORE SOME WAX!
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Christmas daoy dawned bright, sunny and warm at Banga and the palm tree was chee
~brought gay and gladness to the children. Some of the most interagting packages wer?o::ed
y the children but most of them were left until the Charlesville missionuries came after
their morning Christmas service. The Africans of Banga also had a service out in “tho open

in front of the "flattened" church. They also brought thelr speciel Christmas offering.
Everyone enjoyed Mrs. Schnell's delichous dimner of turkey and all the trimmings after which
the presents were opened and Christmas was celebrated red Amorican style. Christmas day at
Sanga came to a close with a time of singing, praying, scripiure reading and fellowship.

The kind of fellowship that means so much to your misslonaries in the midst of so different
and heathen surroundings. For five of wus adults and two of the children it was the first
Christmas in the heart of tropical Africa and away from the accustomed smow, tinsel, revalry
and above all the faces and fellowship of relatives and loved ones. Don't forget to send
your missionaries some Christmas cheer next year. Mark your calendar right now so you won't
forget to send your package about September first.

Banga territory

Bangs is our newest C.I.M. station. The Schnell family and Mr. Ernest Loder have lived
here juct one ysar nowe. 1t is located in the plains region, two hours' drive west of
Charlesville and two hours' drive north of Nyanga. After driving in rough, hilly, commtry,
tne sandy roads over the rolling plains seem like super hi-ways. The elevation at Baaga ia
3,000 feet and since there are no swamps or much vegetatlon there are no mosquitos and the
alr seemg pure mnd refreshing. In fact the lovely cool climate of Banga may cause it tc be-
cozme the health resort of C.I.M. and Central Congo someday. The station overlooks a wooded
ravine at the bottom of which is fine ppring water. It is a very stecp descent of 1500 feet
=n the water =hich is carried up by the natives in 5 gallon canteens. DLack of sand, gtons,

Ay and lumber near by for building and the laziness and treachery and primitivemess of the
saghiiels tribes mske building a slow and expensive project at Banga. In spite of thege
nondicaps six tenprorary school units accommodating 300 children and 2 temporary chapal
seating 380 besides the dwelling end domestic units. These temporary buildings are of bLambeo
osoles and palm thatched leaves sewn together with virgin raffis. This craft is knowm only
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o #ipght miles either on the shoulders of natives or hauled in on the mission truck. ZThe

Lo the Deshilele pecple; other tribes use grass. *ost of this bullding was done by the
«chool children under the supervigion of Ernest Yoder and the tem worlmen he has induced to
gork pore or less regularly. J11 of this material ig brought on the station from dlstences

tuildings are being constructed of cement blocks made onm the station and stonse {rom

-
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Itinsrating aoong the Baghilele

Sinee the Baphilele are supposed to be some of the least ciidliszed people in Afrieca I
-5 plzd Eusgel and Helem Schnell offered to tuke me into their villages. Carolyn belng
Jeme Sar Chrigtmsps vacation stayed with her younger slgters and brother. From 7:30 in the

worning untll dark we went from village to vwlllage., MAe the car drives into the villsage
~vildren come rumning by the dozemp. After a walk through the villages dodging plgs, goats
.3 pther less vigible creaturrs mnd recélving the skeptical glanaes of tha older people,

e rind the 1dttle chapel filled with people and all the windows blocked with dark faces.
: ‘ sslanary bap olaced oo evengelist in these villages wihoae dubty 1t ia o make {riendn

X 4 " .. i . } 1 . . - aw -l

sonle, nulp them coapfruct o chapel and eventually teach the boys and glrls and

o onws w00 o read and to preach the Oospel. We camnot cowprehend the tremendous sacyi-
o of thege Congo efangelists, who tcke tholr fomilies to these unfriendly people. Many
‘.4 them cannot "stick it out" but the passionate desire of the young Afrlcan for learning is
anking thelr entrance more easy. Once in the chapel the evangellst londs his group in sing-
'i.ng; them one of the migsionaries prays, calla on pome who hap purchased a Bible or Testament
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to read verses, and gives a simple gospel message. Of course the American visltor was

introduced and I spoke about tem times a day through brother Schnell's int tatd
As the day went on I began to sense the & erpretation.

craving of these literally naked and utterly
ignorant people and I can't express my desire to be able to make myself understood. It
is the singing, Bible reading and the simple message of the misslonary that is proving
much more desirable to the Bashilele than the methods of Catholics. Brother Schnell has
already placed 64 evangelists and teachers. Pray for him as he goes from place to place
encouraging, helping, painting blackboards, giving chalk talks, selling scriptures and
even diagnosing illnesses and administering medicines and help.

Bagonge, the Region of Palmg

Basongo is on the Kasal fiver at the extreme northemn part of C.I.M. territory. It
1s also one of the oldest outstations of Charlesville and the mission has often comgidered
developing a station there. Through the falthful ministry of evangelist Kasadi over many
years there is a vigorous church worshipping in a sun-dried brick chapel and twenty-ome
other evangelists in villages around Basongo and Barbanta. Although unhealthful this is
one of the most fertile regions of Congo and for that reason Lever Brothers have their
12,000 acre palm plantation here cmploying over 3000 Africans. These Africans therefore
have more money recelving the esormous minimum wage of $48.00 per year. As in other
countries a few traders and merchants soon have most of this money. Portugese, Arabs and
Congolu tradesmen do a flourishing business. Brethren F. J. Enns, and Russel Schnell spent
Saturday and Sunday in this area calling on government and company officials and visiting
evangelists end teachers. There are about 100 white people in Basongo and it would be a
wonderful place for a misslonary couple to locate and not only help the Africans but also
the Europeans. How I wish you could vigit Basongo. The three of us slept in the front
roo2 of the evangelist and trooper Schmell produced most delicious meals from the ample
chop box. (There are no restaurants or smack shops in Congo). Sunday morning before
church the two native overseers conducted us on a tour of the palm plantation or part of it.
Rain delayed the church service but by eleven o'clock the chapel was overflowing. It was
evident thet we were facing the elite and intelligentsia of Congo and the evidence was aug-
mented by our experiemnce the previous days emong the Bashilele. It was a well dressed
Africen audience and the service was impreseive and worshipful. The singing was excellent
and specizl numbers extra good. Before I spoke I was given an official address of welcome
(a copy of which wag handed to me) and a small, plump, large eyed little girl presented me
a huge bougust. After the service and shaking hands with hundreds, we ate lunch quickly
and cccompenied by the two over went to vigit the work at Barbanta, five miles dlstant
but still in the palm plentation. re we were courteously shown f.he large Catholic mission
and also paid our respects to the white staff of Lever Brothers. +t was good to speak with
people again who speak Epglish. Lever Brothers is a Brisish concemrn.

One of ths most unforgettable characters I have ever met ip a Belgian trader, Mr.
Vander Mullen who has lived in the Charlesville Basongo reglon since 1910 and has been a
great friemd of C.I.M. mipeionaries. He is living in Port Frangul with his legal Mulatto

wife, reported to be the richest man in Congo. He pald "Flowers are my passion”, and really
1 have never goen ag wonderful a flower garden as he has.

Basongo is a great missionary post of C.I.M. The tithes and offorings of these people
has helpodgmch in‘:upport.ing the 464 outstation teachers and evangellsts of Congo. Evange-
118t Kasadi has now returned to Charlesville to live among his children and he is a valua hle
asset to the large church thore. He and hig family Mave quite large coffee plantations.
Kassdi understands English and speaks pome. He has much evidence of intelligence and oculture

" nd sbove sll he is genuinely Christian and an able expositor of the Viord. His Christlan
ﬁﬂumca cammot be valued or estimated. May God raipe up many more like him.
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Basongo 18 now under the oversight of brother Schnell and included in Bamga's ter—
ritory. Pray for this great work amd especlally that more of these Tshlluba evangellste
will be accepted by the Basilele. Pray much for the Schnelle who are falthfully witness-

m ing and establishing the work among these needy people. It haa been a lonely and dif-

ficult year and a great sacrifice after spending eighteen years on the beautiful station
and asong Christians at Charlesville.




THE ANNUAL HISSIONARIES' CONFLUNCE

M ﬁ.q. e s ) -

It was the privilege of the Congo Inland Mission Secretary to apemd the week of

December 14 to 21 at Mukedi station with the misslonaries in their Annuel Conference.

A detailed account of the Conferance together with the statlon reports and field

statlstics wlll be published in a future issue of the Messenger, but one mugt be in
attendance to zrasp something of the real spiritual significance of thip gathering.

There were thidrty-seven missionarics and nineteen children in attendance.

Hrﬂi Lm
Keldel remained at Mutenma with Paul who had whooping cough.

The gueats lived comfortably in the new dormitories just completed for the C.AP,
students and ths conférence wanas held in the commodious C.,A.P, building itzelf., Ome
large room served as dining room,; another for the conference gessions and a third
wag pleasantly furnished for resting, viaiting, reading, wrlting and fellowship in
general, The Mukadi staff dlrected things in a smooth nmanner mnd served most delicious
meals vanging from African manioc and seasoning to recl Amsrican steak, potatoes and
gravye. Thore waa clways plenty of pineapple, bananas end paw paws so well ng grape
frult elither from Congo foresta or trecs oa one of the stutions.

This is the bdg event of the year for the childrem., They came with new dresses,
shoes and cutfits which they proudly "showed off" as thelr conference oncs. The
conference sewms zore like a family reuniom and a newcomer can socon see that here are
zeeting kindred souls who have bean longing for this sweet fellowship of those who

look, think aznd ect like they do naturally.

The theme of the conference was "Christ our Sufficiency™. The first half of each
zoraing, afternoon end night scssion was spemt in prayer inaplration and discussion
of different pheases of the conference theme. One was deeply moved Ly the many personal
{1lustr-tions md experiences of the "all sufficiency of Christ" during the past yeer.

Truly alssionsries saong & pagan people in igolated rerions must rely on the "all
gufficient” Christ and leam strict lessons of obediemce and love.

The muslc of the conferemce was outstanding. m* harmony and melody of the group



Station Letter
. January 14, 1955
Jear Missionaries,

I'm enjoying my furlough which officially started January 1, 1955. I've been at home
90% of the time thus far and lost a few pounds. I've noticed that missionaries on furl
are either trylng to lose weight or gain welghtl Before I can do a mile in 4 minutes, I
must bé domn to 175 snd I'm just 10 lbs. off that. There seems to be no one availahle to
do my worrying, praying and corresponding so I'll do that as before with most of ny letters
post marked Wauseon. President Rediger and secretary Hartsler are authoriszed to sign the
checks for Miss Rempel in case I get a chance to take a month off sometime. I still re-
gard ayself as an emergency appointaent to C.I.M. and honestly belleve I have impoped my-
self on you and the Holy Spirit long emough and that someone else should be "called® to
the duties of Executive or corresponding secretary. I feel the Lord would be pleaped to
uge me as treasurer and budget compiler and one of the directors of the "intercessory
prayer® department. Please pray for guidance for our family during this yseer.

The Wiebes arrived in Chicago at 11110 e.m. this past Tuesday, Jenuary 11, looking
quite chipper considering the long "drag". Two of Allen's sisters, living here in Chicago,
Miss Rempel and I were at Midway airport to meet them. After a bowl of soup we left them
to the comforts of the Cel.M« bath and two bedrooms and they were all soon in deep slumber,
By that evening they were much improved. We are trusting God for all their needs. Our
God is all powerful-—wise--everywhere present. We can safely trust ourselves into His cere.
TROST — I pray that I may learn the meaning of that word.

1955 — I have my calendar marked pretty full already. Meet Mary and Bertha Miller in
Colcago first week of February; help C.I.M. short term unit off, March 3-12; annual C.I.M.
Board meeting, April 19; help Jantzens and Bertha Miller off in May} welcome Bontragers
sand Miss Schmallenberger, May; help Sprungers and Tina Quiring off in Junej conference of
wangelical Mennonites at Ft. Wayne, July l-4} General conference Missionary orientation
dnd C.I.M. Executive Committee meeting last of July; John Zooks and Anna Liechty leave for
Belgium, August; welcome Miss Birky home in September; C.I.M. Board meeting in October, and
turkeys in November and December.

I have read with interest and thanksgiving the Minutes of your conference and the re-
ports for the Messenger. Thanks sincerely to secretary Buller and Editor Keidel and their
helpers and assoclates for the clear word pictures and the promptness. The roll of film
just now arrived and we hope the results will be good so the Messenger will be more interest-
j_ng. iy sd in t - AT ol _ h rerlone sentors irc ; This

what we hear sslon conferences and study groups and from the advice
00 ; ! colleges and schools of the U,S. There is
- BSTeIT ' aCe and GO L MOUD ol lye L1l CON A L1OC n Africa to li“
them the vitel interpretation of Christianity needed by Africans. "The missionaries lead
ué to Salvation them proceed to make Westerpers out of us rather than Christians®, is the
way oune Nigerian student sald it. We want the mission station as a "center of mercy* for
the sick, the orphan, the pagen mother, the adolescent girl; as a training and educational
center for prospective lay and ordained church leaders; as a place for Western missionaries
to live in shelter; but push the Africen out into the villages and centers and continue to
pork out their galvation in the "fear of the Lord", and with regular sympathetic counsel
and visit of the missionaries. Urge the State to build reglonal schools; urge the Christian
to bulild permenent chapels and churchesj urge the African to bulld better homes and provide
potter food and living for their families; cultivate better kasawva, peanuts, sweet potatoes,
rice, millet, bananas, msngos, oranges, grapefruit, corn, etc. Develope a good strain of
domestic Congo guinea, turkey, goat, pig, etc. It seems to me this is all part of growth
in Grace and in the Christisn life. We load them to Salvation, an acceptance of Christ,

-wnd there are po .%1 of them we cannot adequately lead them in growth in (race and satis-
.::ct.i.nn snd joy in Christisn living. Then we grow discouraged and are disappointed because
of the "backsliding® and "falling into sin®, but "in due season we shall reap if we faint
not®, is the promise. I was glad to note that more than 508 of our teachers and evangelista
now have E.A.P. and Bible School tralning. These schools just began 1n 1950 so that is an

L L
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amasing record and it is bearing fruit now and will eont
_.ministry in this respect and will r ntinue to do soe God is bleasing your

| aise up a dosen Africans to repre h
¢ 'wangelize their fellows. "In due season you shall reap if you fiin:'z:tf:c ik
I am praying with you about the immediate future of Institute Biblique at Tshikapa.

Let us make our first concern that of the present class that will complete thelr course
of lmi:}g this year and enter their ministry. My! how I would like to be there and shake
their hands and pray with them and bid them God speed for the opportunities that 1lie ahead
of them. Let us not "hurry God" about the next clases or the time of starting it. If
there 1s even one brother ¥led" or called to start thip type of preparation let us con-
sider that sufficlent to start a new nlass. that a permenent building of
three classrooms and a librery should be constructed and that other C.I.M. builders like
Rocke, Rempel and Jans should help Archie Graber complete the project so he could be free
for evangelistic and church and Bible School work. It seems to me also that Brother Eans,
Rocke, Schmell, E.J. Dick and Bertsche must take time off to help Harder end Graber with
the direction and course of this Institute of the Bible. In line with thia much prayer,

study and planning must be done by you on the field arranging for staffing and furloughs
for the next few years.

Do you went another cottage at Lake Madimape? A couple, who wigh their names withheld,
sent a Christass gift of §1,000.00, stating that their first preference for its use is

another cottage at the Lake for the misalonary to go to for rest and relaxation. However,
they state that they want their money used for something this year and if a cottage is out
of the question they want to suggest some other upe for this. B r 8 _please e

aissionarie d write me « We have other gifts totaling $413.35
for Lake ¥adimape furnishings or what you need.

I do insist that you get away from your stations and your work durlng the year—twice
or more oftem if possible. Have Africans as your assistants and helpers and learn to trust
God for their responasibllity and to leave the work with them. OCut the work domm to your
ise or let scmebody else do it. Every time I go back to my business I am tempted to "fire"
¢he whole gang and train somebody else to do it "right™ according to me. And I often feel
the same way about my home churchl But when I come to my senses and evaluate conditions
with prayer and understanding I know that they are God's children too and He deals with
thez the sazs as with me and that I probably look the same to somebody alse as they do to
mel Ip it ridiculous to apply this to your circumstances? Well them multiply your dif-
ferences ebout 1000 times but can you still apply the principles?

Sorry to mention financeel But please let me ask sach of you stations to live within
your income during this year and plesse don't put the responsibllity of keeping track of
your station balance on Mr. Bertsche and Mrs. Rempel at Mukedi. And pleage don't make my
forehsad recede enother inch this year because of those awful overdrafts in your station
accounts. Each of you will have $330.00, monthly for "running® your station's mission
tuginese except Kamayale which shall receive $250.00 and Kandala which shall receive
$200.00. We have cut Kamayala because they recelve evangelistic support from the Misalonary
Prayer Lesgue. Each station shall receive $100.00 monthly for medical work except Mukedi
which has requested none and Kandala which we have granted$50.00. The Mukedl office re-
celves $25.00 monthly, Charlesville Press, $60.00 monthly, Lake Madimape, §15.00 monthly,
Institute Biblique $50.00 monthly and Rev. Enns for field administration and traveling ex-
penses $50.00 monthly. This totals to $3,280.00, monthly or $39,360.00, for the fiscal
year. The treasurers of the GCeneral Conference and the Conference of Evangelical Mennonites
sach send me half of this amount each month plus the allowances for the missionaries who
are members of thelr conferences.

"hen these official conferences of C.I.M. have comnitted themselves to raipse aa soon
as possible during the year $20,000.,00, for other purposes and this we refer to as the
Auxiliary budget and is set up so that sufficlient specific gifts will be channeled into
‘hem 8o projects can be completed. Lake Madimape and the girls' dormitories and Kamayala

rk are examples of specific gifts to Jects over and above the adopted budgets.
) p"m'z items yaurpﬂurd has accepted as wi the Auxiliary budget of $20,000.00, for

o1 (1) Ecole Belle Vue commitments. (2) Ecole Evangelique (Bitile School) buildings
ﬁ,ﬁgh::luwil?h, Wutena and Mukedli, $750.00 each. (3) Primary school at Mutena. (4) Kan~
dale developaent.
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We trust the funds fro

ced to you in time to m the State for your educational end medicsl work will be ad-

CarTy on your work
<lonary subsldy you have received will be e - - ¥ ppetln a e -
needed services.

sufficlent to finance your school supplies and
Ty 1 Let us conduct the Lord's business "decent and in order® and be "Diligent
I have camitted your small acking for milk since the
gift from the E.M.C. children's
plum'l :;rr:“.thm takes care of it and also I understand you can obtain dried milk from sur-

In closing this letter I want to share with the thoughtas of two men at the Africa
Committee meeting in Hew York last week. Dr, ho,r;uﬂoal ludlhtha following about his
Evaluation Study of Africa. "Almost all of the Africans now in positions of authority in
governments in Africa today have been Christisns and received their treining in Chrigtian
missions. Almost to a man they do not want the Western type of Christisnity for Africa.”

"We meed to make a real study with Africens as partners ag to what Christianity has really
done with Africe.™ The study might include:
1.

fhat Christianity has contributed to Africa.
2. That are the shortoomings of Christianity in Africa.
3. What can be done by Christians about the short comings.
L. MNew life that is bound to come to Africa.
Mr. Donald McCGavran, missionary of the Disciples to India since 1923, was asked to
make a study of their Africa missions in the light of his experiemce in Indla.

He traveled
from Hombassa through Kenya, Uganda, Congo, French Equetorial and Nigeria. Disciples®
largest mission is in Congo He sald in part.

In Africa we face a N in missions. That whereas in India the best thai can
be hoped for is possibly of India's population sccept Christisnity in this gemerstion it
is quite possible that Africa South of the Sahare may become predominantly Christian ip
*hig gemeration. Mr. McGavren cited six factors thet emhance this gpontaneocus growth of
_be African church:

1. A tremendous animistic exodus is going on—100 million Africans are going in search
of something-——similar to the exodus in Europe 1000 yeara ago.
2. Uniquely favorahle economic situation of church——as compared to India especially,
3. A commendable trasdiiion of self support

4. A radical revision of the estimates of raclal worth today--equal share of oppor-
tunity.

5. A stabllity in Africa today that India had in 1910.
6. Favorable governmental position.

One of the rare occesicnms in history of world when an entire people 1s in the process
of accepting Chrigtianity.

Hope you may sll become acquainted with Andrew and Viola Shelly and Mr, Detwiler.
May Cod bless each and every omne according to your particular need.

H. A, Driver
HAD: er CONGO IBLAND MISSION
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Januery 31, 1956
Dear Colleagues:

Wie have beeri on our mission field eight days and stopped in at four of our stations and

¢ ke dadimape. Ve have alsc greeted the Christians and others et five of the regional church

centers and stopped at many villages, where a teacher-evangelist was engaged in the important
process of fundamental education of Congolee youth. We have been thrilled by the warm wel-

come and Christian greetings of the missionaries and Congolee brethren and sisters on the

stations, but to fellowship with the people out in the ®grass roots"™ where the church is truly
taking root, is a Joy and reason for great thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father. Personally,

I have been greeted everywhere by those who remembered me from four years ago and have al=-
ready been rewarded by the genuine sincerity expressed by word and menner in appreciation for
the interest and concern of the Congo Inland éission Board in sending me to counsel with them
again, ana to see two brethren asccompanying me is even more overwhelming to them.

What changes are evident in four years? Of course, the material changes are the easiest
to evaluate. There are many more clothes and a better sense of how to use them. Shoes,
trousers, shirts, hats, neckties on the men and sewed dresses, me well as wrap around ones, on
most of the women. Four years ago general stores, called "megezines" here, were just beginn-
ing to appear and now they are too plentiful and ever ready to absorb the cash the people ars
atle to eam or receive. Imagine my amagement to find Congolee with flashlighis labeled plainly
—zanufactured in Wauneeon, Ohio, U.S.A., by the "Fulton Mfg. Co." I recognized them as en

order run off for the Navy during the wares They are sold in these Congo stores for 20 frangs,
40 cents each in our money.

I1f material progress 1s a sign of growth of the church, that is true of the C.I.M. church
for & building splurge has come to our congregations in Congo as well as iln Americs. In a few
cases substantial structures of stone or brick with aluminum or iron roofing, btut in many more,
larger and better structures of the same sticka, grass and more perishable materisls they have
uged for years. The evangelisi's and teachers' homes are also greatly improved and there are
wre with simple tables and chairs;, and porcelain dishes and panas are quite common. One lead=-
'~ g layman, Mazeaba Plerre, invited us into his house and gave us a meal of pineepple, boiled
pesnuts and roasting ears. Then he showed us his fields of coffee, peanuts, beans and corn.
That a power for God he can be if he remains true to God and lives a dedicated life.

One wore reason for thanksgiving is the integration of the church and school programs of
Coled, ana the cooperation of the evanyelists and teachers in the village and regional center
work. Four years ago whem 1 traveled with the missionaries in the path, placing E.A.P. gra=
dustes in the villages, there wag a great deal of resentment among the evangelists who had
gserved the migsion, as they sald, for years. They said, "Why are you bringing these young
f=1lows out here to take our places in the work of the Church." But, now many of these same
evangelists stop the mission car end ask the mlssionary to bring them a second, or third
teacher. Where there was e beginning claes in llteracy four years ago many villages have third
gredes anc & few have fourth grades. The evangelists snd many other adults have gromn in wis-
dom and stature elong with the chlldren. The admonition of Jesus takea on new mesning, "Ex-
cept ye becoae es little children, ye cannot see the kingdom of heaven."

Te have seen the work in three of our four elementary Bible Schools called Ecole Evange-
{ques, whose studente ere largely grade school graduates who are too young to enter the
teancher trelning, (E.A.P.), or preparatory (Jr. High) schools. These are mostly boys but
there are now & few girls in thepe schools. The Preparatoire and Monlteurs schools at Nyanga
stetion serve ell of C.I.M. a3 well as the Memnonite Brethren stations. Here we have over 100
voys from five tribes end languages learning and living together. 28 of these fellows wers
here four years ago end they proudly came up and shook my hand telling me their names and
from #ich station they come. Many of them are as tall us I. They are old enough and mature

enough to plan for marriage and home responsibility along with thelr service to God and the
church and thelr country os school teachers.

. but
75 Certainly there are discoursging phases, adversaries, sin and plenty to pray about,

.3 in =1l this has been & great tonlec and inspiration. If one would not believe in misaions
or the power of the Gospel of Christ, I belleve this would convince him,

Faithfully,
s/ H. A. Driver



Nyanga Mission shation
L Congo Belge, Africa
To Cel.Ms Board Jenuary 28, 1956

Hy dear friends snd co-workers in our Lord's Eingdoms

Greetiings to a1l of you in Jesus' Nmme with II Coxs 5:l4e 1

" an grateful to our Hesvenly Father to be able 4o greet you fwen cur

sission field in the Congo. Wae are still in the early stages of our
visit, being now at the fifth station we have Jupt toucheds Tshikapa
was our first stop, then Muytens, then Charlesville, then to the norih
country in Basouge, then Bangs, and now Nyanga. Our first round i
only a very brief stop at sach ptation, snd then we hope to reirase our
Journey and meke more of "atudy stopa®™ at emch station.

Now to first imoressions. Although our travels thess alght
days ollowed only for brief stops and "bird'a-oye-views", yot knowing
eomething about mission work in Asletic countiries one can quie<kly com-
pare and draw tentative concluaionse Our missionariess do & herculemn
work. It seemz to me they have too meny "irons in the firo”. A1l %oo
many are tied dowmn to classroom teaching, good as It is, and I am sure
1t 1s effective, yet not large enough ground is covered. They do not
overlock budlding vp African lendership, yet this arsa might de greaily
inecreased. The school system a3 o whole is alwopt overshelming at sall
stations we have visited so far. Indeed, Congo's chlldrem are worily
of the best, tut since foreign persormel must needs remain limited in
rumber, we chould keep on encouraging our missionaries to purzue mors
and more the ¥fgacher disciple” method. This would mean slower progreap
at firet, but ca the long run each missiomery could multiply bhimssif

by ten or more esmd thus; cover more ground by fave

The indizenoug glurch. Here too our workers bave a strong be-
ginning. We have visited zeveral reglonnl centors where a church and a
school are together. 2£ my Lord brings me back I hope to repert more in
detsil of such areas &s Bapongo, & 100 miles away from any mission
station, yet a strong Christiss witness there and elmost entirely inde-
pmﬂmtnfﬂsﬁalcrfordginmm The other place which moved my
poul deeply 1s Kipoks, not fer from Hyanga station. In these two areas
1% peems to me the church is reoting in end we have reasong to balieve
the church will remain, no astter what happens to foreign mlssions or

the missionary. The assisgtant pastors and overseers are affoctive sgents
for Christ.

mm;mdmumwmmlm-m-npamm-
for ms Yo accompmny Brother Driver. Hext time more.

Yours fraternally,
o/ John Thiessen
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Meno on K ala station -~ Fabrua

I visited the Hiller sisters at Kamayala four years sgo. Since then they havae
had furloughs and returned -- Bertha, last July and Mary, just now. Both of these
sigters are broken in health and it is difficult for them to concede that they can-
not ecarry on as they once dide Their old hougse is unsafe to live in and not worth
repairing. Must try to build one this year —— $2,400.00 avallable —— their friends
and churches will probably supply the rest. Bertha's main work is the orphanage
with 55 children at prepent. Mary will direct the Leper Colony. Of courge, the
Africens eand missionaries look to Bertha and Mary as the main ptay of Kamayals.

Mr. Buck 1s in his 65th year ond near the end of hip long mlssionary career.
His garden is his main interest and he gives much produce from it to the migsionaries,
orphans and cthers. He peys all workmen and looks aftor many palaverg -~ ig super-
vising the Africans in planting much manioc, seeking diseass reglstant varieties and
diseasse control. Mr. Buck asked to be permitted to stay in Congo indefinitely. It

would be nice if he could go to Glory from here - he hes no other home mor placs go
dear,

Ben and Helen Fjdse have completed two years of service and are proving them-
selveg real veluable workers. Ben has learmed the Chokwe surprisingly well and loves
village ovangellisme It is evident the native pastors love Ben and have conf{idence
in nim. Receatly Ben spent two weeks in the path visiting 70 villages, many of thea
on foot. At present he is supervising construction of a much needed dlspensary.
Heien hos her two bables, assiste in the dispensary, is statlon treasurer and book-
keeper. They live in one end of the 30x60 administration bullding. The other helf
i5 garege end storeroom — 8lso the upstairs. This is s new cosent tlock bullding
and provides simple but coafortable living quarters. Being a great dlstance from
source of supplies, Kemnyaia needs to stock adquately and keep much cash on hand.
They need a gafe and pome fileg for the station tualness.

Joon and Anne Jantzen came to the field last July and have a good stari In
Chokee languege study. AU present they are at Mukedi mwating birth of their second
child, Anne appears cheerful and heppy and normal pbysically. Kemayala's bracing
weather has helped them although both Jantzens and Eidses have suffered attacks of
malaris lataly - people in Congo get malaria like we in the States get colde. Jolm
hae slready helped statdlize end standardize affairs here on the statlon and in the
dlptrict. I bellieve Yantzens and Eldses will compliment each other and build a
gtrong wore here. John has mede dignified and halpful contects with the Staiemen at

the imoortent post of Kohemba. Being able to spesk French goes a long way with the
Belglans.

Sieter Borta Mengold haz filled a big need hers the past year and wo have cor-
dislly invited her o continue. Bhe aspured us of her happineas to serve here, but
peys she i duty bound to obey her superlors in the Landli ovganisation. The cld
guest houge has beem rencvated, larger windowe put in and a kitchen bulli on and
5! ater Berte hag woved in expecting Mies Birky to Joim her in May.
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_ The staff here 1s very anxious to have the Max Grutter family join them. The
Grutters have expresscd their readiness to come to Congo this April. There is a

huge old U.T.M. dwelling, grass covered, standing here, that could be lived in.
Jantzena occupy the new dwelling here.

These throe couples, or families, and four aingle ladies would mske a good

staff. There are four faithful pastors and around 70 evangelists serving 2,870

church members in the dlstrict. There are only two subsidized teechers in the en-
tire dlstrict = one boy, son of pastor Samuel, is in Moniteur?'s School and several
in teacher training. All in ell, the quality and training of the native leadership
is noticeably lower than at the other stations. On the other hand, the devotion
and sincerity of the people here seems better. The "stateman" told us there are

about 60,000 people in this area affected by the famine. They are all souls that
need the Gospel and are our responsibility.

I found 116,234 francs in the cash box and a credit balance in the bank of

118,702 francs. #ost of which will soon be used in constructing the church and
dispensary.

fie attended services in the new stone church at Kahemba, the State Post here,
gbout five miles distence from the mission station. There were 217 present and
the Christians and people in general are comparable to those in the foruminiere
diamond camp in 1shikapa — infirmiares, clerks and other employees of the govern-
ment, give faithfully to God and regular attendance at church. Well dressed

fexilies come %o church together. What a contrast to the villege psople we visited
20 miles away yeeterday.

Qur second service of the morning was in the church on the missicn station
with over 400 present — workmen, teachers, and others egaged in the mission pro-
graa with the students, girls, orphans, etc. Here we had a glimpse of the moTs
direct influence of the mission as compared to the church taking root out in the
grass roots.” Here I see clearly sgein the philosophy of our mission preparing
anc training African disciples on our mission stations to go out and disciple thelr
fellommen in the villages where they came from. By preparing them to teach and
paying them for it you are assured of their gathering the children together seven
days & week, leerning to read and write, sing and pray. The older folk learn from
their children and grand-children. The work is 'tlinched" for God and the church by

the pestors, evangelists and missionary who fallow up and supervise the work of the
teacher who 1s also catechist.

1t Lahemba we found the other phase —~ those who have found the Lord in past
years and tzxen jobs in different walks of 1life, remaining true and being disciples

in the truest semse of the word — disciplining others and gathering together in
a church.

Brother Loewen snd I brought greetings at each service, Brother Thlessen preached
through sn interpreter and Brother Enns brought a messsge in Kipandl.

p— .‘.- Drj.'fﬂr
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MezoTanda ~ 2olle Vus ©chool For Hissionaries' children -«

Mpoting with J. B. Toswa, gchool board, Johm Thiecpen, s Je Enns
end others, February 1, 1956,

L]

Besutiful location and rogort climate, hydraulis xram pirovides
plentifvl mter supply - dormitory for 32 girle with four girls to 2 Toom
with buak bedsy four wach bowleg and two ghower baths at ead of hall with
two stools in onother rcom in present facllities for 15 boya in other wing
mich they sxpect to emlsrge this year to accommodato al.so 32 toys - thuoa,
they envislon & school of 60 - 70 children of gradeg 3 to & — living
quarters Tor house parente botween the two wings of the dorme. Kiichen and
dining hell alse ctiached; ell meals perved cafeterla camp etyle on tesblses
with lizeolecun tope —- children sit on benches = adgusately tac—-roon 5tono
elessmooa building., Also nice stone chapal — Mr. end Mrs. #aizloff sre hocuee
parents, cooks, gerdeners, also teach some -~ Betiy Quiring and Orville Wicbe
are 2lzsoroon tenchers. Mrs. Wisbe teaches mugsle, sowiang, art, cvafss —
a2y imprescion ig the children get excellent tesching and traeining — could
pocslbly izsreve dining room eticustie and training with family atyle teblea
and shairg once n doy aad regoular dress-up times sa ageinst camp style ail

b= d=d =
t—-lu.l U.-.::-E‘.

Beanenite Brothren agked for C.l.l. to aspure then of futvrs in~
esoporation in this venture before they ingrezpe thelr facilities,
=, tiild other wing to dorzitory mnd socond vealdence for teachars.
aked C.I.M. to orovide & couple &8 teuchers begluning Septembor, 1950 -
would then send Mre. ond Nro. Elmer Regler this gummer — school. operates
clght moaths, six days 2 week with two months vacation at Chriotman seasgon
ana two months during sumner. Betty Quiring will not teach after thls term
pat procesd to Kendala or Hukedi. Btdll studying the mattsr of offering
High Sahool, but at presen® two ninth graders ars being tutored —— Buiialo
end antelone ers quits easy to get at Kejiji and Wiebe and Ratzloff being
good munters keep the tahle supplied with meat -— wmlso have good gardens —

% par child last terz was §150.00, for the elght months. C.l.M. and M.B,
ris phere teaghers' salary ecguolly, $200.00 a year sach for other axpenses —
inventory other then permanent property owned equally —- C.l.M., investment in
Mo itoure School at Nyanga matches M.B. investment at Belle Vuc.
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Not for publication without pernd sslon
from gev. Thiessenl o

Report of Reve John Thiessen
7\ to the
Congo Inland Misglon Board
Wrltten February 18, 1956, at Charleaville Station
Dear Brethren:

Greetings with appreciation in Jesus' Name.

By heart and mind are filled with gratitude for this opportunity to visit our C.I.M.
mission field, have fellowship with our misslonaries in their manifold worl, and see our
meny congregations in Congo end have at least partial fellowship with our African brothers

En? sisters and their children. I say partlally beceuse of the language barrier, theve
baing five languages used in our C.l.lts congregations and I know none of them,

I could write lengthly reports of our vislts with wvarious congregotions; our die~
cugssions with selected groups of students or church leadera; of the hlessings receivcd from
the singing of meny church cheirs; even one women's choir; of the services for the blesge
ing of bables; of beptlamal services; of sharing in communlon where we took the bread and
cup from pastor Gnongo David (whose picture is on our folder, "Fruits of our Flelds®. I

shall never tire of thankiug god for the "joy in the Lord® so many of our Congolee Chris-
tians showm. Their cheerfulness has been an insplration to me.

I could write in detail of the so-called business meetings we have hed at eech station
under the leaderghip of Bro. Drivere where he explaimed the new "(uiding Princlples” which
re to succeed the old constitution and by-laws. I would be glad to give detalls of the
ive conference sessions we had at Ryanga, Feb. 13 and 14, where we met with 31 of our
isslonaries and two African pagstors repregsenting the work of our elgnht station digiricts.
ur worship and prayer together lifted us to the Throne cf Cod. On 2 hligh level of fra-
ernal reieticonship we together congidered and weighed the prnfﬂaad guiding principles for
l.is work froz now on. Detalls will be given by others but L belisve tThat great strides
Jr¥ard n=ve besn mace. To me it sppears that a step in the right direction has bcen taken
in the establishing of an executive field commitiee which will handle and direct probleas
oa the field, It iz further very gratifying to me that our missionary body gladly tock the
atep reaolving thet from now on the missionaries will work with our Afvican church rather
taan for it. Thip iz a greater and far more reaching step then most of our conatituency
can visualize without having coue face to face with our African church.

OUE AFSICAR CHURCH

(=

1 My M

=
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Te cen classify our church in Uongo in two divisions: the mission ataticn church and
tne regional or villasge rural churche I will not say much about the firat, neither do 1
isn to be critical. But the mlosion station church, in Africa as wall as Indims, impressss
ria to be 2 sort of hot house plant in a sheltered greenhouse. It 1s sheltered by mlsaion-
aries and 2o largely controlled Ly wissionaries, "watered", diseciplined, and cared for by the
2isglonaries. Alzost the entirse economle, social and religlous life of the gtation clmrch
comaunity 1s dependent on the missionery. All this is understandably necsauary in a young
church where the overwhelmingly large percent of the membership comes directly out of heathen-
doa; =any of them having Just recently turned about fece away from heathendom, expressed in
wltoherafs, fear of evil spirita, fear of spirits of ancestora, fear of curses, and of meny
other fears except the fear of the ftrue and living God. But I always feel an uncasiness asg
to what will happen to these sheltered protected Christiansg 1f thoy were entirely exposed
to the "heat snd storme® of African soclety as 1t still 1s as a wholeo.

In conbrast to the above 1 sence a great hope and joy in seelng the reglonal rural
churches, of which 1 could neme a dosen with their trupsted African leaders, where I feel
¢ne Church of Christ has rooted in in Congo. Yes, it is a plant imported from a foreign

"¢ suntry, yot that plant has caught roots. It has become "native to the solil", as the sun-

flowsr imported from America has somshow rooted L1tself into the soil of Congo and bem? a
louriehing plents. These rural village churches are now in and of Congo, bearing the "heat
and ptoras® of thelr cossunities; but tLhey stand and I belleve will stand, becaupe they are



o

if“xunded on the "rock® Christ Jesus, and ro
= oted in the soil of thel : e
Congo of Africa. ' o elr natdve lend Bolgien

HAVING SAID THE ABOVE, T must express my fears and mipgivings concerning the genuine-
ness of a large percentage of our Christiens in the Church in Congo. It ip teo eagy %o ba-
come a mominal Christian. I hope to write en article resulting from my vislt with pastor
Kagadl who is one of our oldest leaders in Cel.M. Ho 2lso expresses concaxn for the many
Christians who have come into the church merely becauwse it is considered honoursbie to be
& Christian, bro. Kasadi said that if r rich farmer or chief has a gervant and that sor-
vant becomes a Christian, he is more wanted by his master than ever bafore. How diffevent

in India? In such a cace in India the servant would likely be benien and forthright die-
missed froa sorvice.

1t is true that missionarles and African pastors guamlagalnot too quieckly agespiing e
person for baptism and church memborship. Yet when through instruction cleas work, end
astute grasping what misslonary or pastor wish to hear from the baptismal candldate, the
correct answers ars given, who will Judge whether or not puch a person should be baptized
and received into the church? I glean that perhaps not ecnough cmphssis 1z put upon gulding
hew converts in obedience to Uhrist, how to meet temptations, how to live the daily 1ife in
Christ, ete, I do not wish to eriticize but rather to point wp my observation.

AS 1 HAVL INDICATED ALRLADY, it seems to me our mlssiocneries are too respongible and
self confident, and consequently not trusting the Africen sufficiently. Thsre are pienty
of good reagons for justificatlon of the missionariecs' attitude. If a Teasonahly trusted
pastor for many years, suddenly fails and falls into immoralily it ip no wonder that the
eigslopary 1s overly cautious. Zet did not our Haster and Lord trust the wesk disaiplea?
"2 entrusted the most preciouns good news of galvation, the founding of the Christisn Chursh
od its organisaticn, yes, even hiumself to faully human belngs. Weak snd ginful humsre telngs
are cnosen o De Hig witnegses, His ambassadors. And the African brother end gister is nod
o be axcluded from this respongibility of ambassadsrship.

Then lurther it seems to be the cage that our mlssionsriczs are too busy and have oo
zeny "ircne in the fire®. They try to do too much work end are toco weary and exheusted to
take time 1o lelsurely commume with Afeicans, Christians and non-Chriastiesns. Hot enough
tize can be alloted to hear the African’s problems, which zay appuer very superficiel to tha
missionary, yat are very real and aerious to the African.

ANOTHES SOBJECT CAOWS OUT OF THE ABOVE, which 1 hesitats to discuss, becauss clrgume
gtances have forced ue into this matter, As Christlan churcheg through our mlssicnarlss we,
of course, want to enlightem the minds of the people to whom we pend them; and we toke pliy
on the suffering people whose bodles are racked with pein snd in agony. Theoe "arms® of
Christian service cannot be neglected on the misslon field. Byt in Congo the governmemi has
taken contrelling hold on these “aras®. From the point of view of efllclency and financial
pnsigtance this ig to ba welcoaed., Jfet, I have mn unsapgy feeling that thisg governmen! coie
trol and sselstance will prove o gerioup liabllity, yes, even hlndrance, to the Christiasm
Churche Qur mlssionariea ere go bugy "toeing the mark™ the government mets that I feawr too
auch emerpgy le erpended in thie line and not enough strengih 1s laft to do tvhat which ia
really needful, as Jesus put 1t to Martha of old, 8till further, as leudable apg the govern-
pemt policy to "1LLt"™ the Congolese mey be, one hap reasons to puspect that the govammentd
zay eaber too much in centrol of the Chureh. The Furopesn govornments do not have a very
clear conception of the separation of Church and State. This faet ghould induce our board
pnd constltuency to deep and heart rendlng intercesslon for pur C.l.Ms ohurcheg.

THERE Aiti dANY MOHE OBESEAVATIONS which L would llke to put on peaper, but I wish to
“ sipsa thoiz written report with some recomaendations. 1 am vory gorry I will not get back
from the Orient before the Spring C.l.M. Board meeting, tut God willing I phall meet you all
at the October meetlng, My recomncadatlons ares
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A. Our board should leave "no stone unturmed" to supply every one of our elght statlons
with a district evangeliat, who has no station duties, but is free at =ll times to visit
Christians and patiently coumsel with them and strengthen them in their witneps to thelr
relatives, friends and nelghbors., This evangelistic missionary should not have charge of a
particular congregation but ghould assume the position of remaining "behind the curtain®
ready to encourage and mayove guide the Congolee pastor and overseer. We have several siuch
missionaries, but they are tied down with station duties of building, teaching, preparing
government reports—ell time and emergy consuming tasks. We must reBape thaese mipsionaries
for such free spiritual work by sending other missionaries to take their places in station
cutlies. Fyrther, we must do all we can from th¢ homeland that Africans be prepared to ue-
sume dutdes of station worke-—pupervision of and teaching in schocls (elready many Africen
brethren serve &g teachers but only one woman teacher in our entire field); conatructlon and
supervislon of building; becoming more efficlient and responazibla in medlcal work, stes

Be Ve should send severzl more doctors. As I see it Mutena and Nyangea should be addi-
tional medical centers besides Charlesville and Mukedi. This would mean at the very least

five missionsry doctors to provide for furloughs and contimuous pervice., ZThinking in thinm

line it Eecms to me one station or hospital, perhaps Mukedi might be a vesearch centor; per=
haps even being backed up by the Hockefeller foundation.

Ce Our bBoard ghould with remewed emergy encourege writing. Our mlisslonaries kXeenly re=-
cognize the need of writers end some of them have done a blg work in this line. I have not
read what Bro. Keldel has gathered up in writing, but I am sure that thers ie much mors that
should be done. Such materisl as the article by Brc. Kasadi (trenslated by Agenetha Friesem)
in the Christzas number of the MESSINGER should be multiplicd. If a nlsslonary could e en=

rely set free to do thisz work, or a consecrated journzligt could bs sent out, such a porson
could render en invaluable service to our African church and the church universal in Tecord-
ing the wonderil lsading of God'e Holy Spirdt in the church in Congoe. And elso record whare-
fron, that is, out of whaet conditiong our African Christians came., As second snd third
generation Christiens grow up, there is danger that they wlll not know from what conditions

their fathers came end thus, will not appreciste sufficiently what Chript and His gospel has
done for them,

1 have meny, msny more notes and a very well filled diary, end I trust also meny good
pictures, but at this time I shell let the above suffice. Later I hope to share with you

more comparisons betwsen the churches of Africa, India, Formoas, and Jepen. Hay our Lord
grznt us & mezting in the not teo distant future.

God be with you all till we neet again.

Fraternally yours,

Charlesville Station John Thiessen
Februery 19, 1956
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¢ a0 — on Kandale Station -

We had siopped at Kandale for dinner and a two-hour visit on our way to Kemsyala.
Falks, Mre Nsar and our partyhad dinner at Sprungera' home. I agked Mr. Hear if matters were
pmae*}mg satisfactorily for transfer of the statlon property to C.I.ll. He said he was
satisfied thus far and was ready for the balance of the purchase price to be sent to his ag-
count in Hdontresl so it may earn interest for him. Sprunger reminded ug that the title hed
not yet been received. Mr. Hear reserves the rights to his house end about 100 yards of
ground each direction around it. His old guest house has been remodeled into n confortable
two bedrcom home. Poter Falks provided $1,000.00 for this remodaling. BSprungers occupy the
new dwelling and Mias Unrau lives in the garage. She has only an outdoor toilet which is not
goods A dwelling suitahle for Ulss Onrau and Hisas Betty Guiring shall bo eracted by Ssptember
by Reapel, Schoidi & Co. The shell of the Yoder Memorlal maternity is up and finishing work
being dones. Rempel, Schmidt & Cos., are operating at Mukedi, two dwellinge; Komaysela, two

dwellings, dispensary and church, and Kandsle at the same time expecting to conplste all by
SEPt&ﬂhal‘g 19561.

Ur. Near reserved the right to stay et Kandale until 1960, He has a clags of 6%th and
7ih grade boys meet in his home, who are in fact his personal "stooges" tending his chigkensp,

turkeyes and gardens. He receives weeldly parcels and gifts from Americe and Canada which he
uses for barter and trads or francs. He attends only the Sunday morning service and mesiinge
of the Church Council. He raraly leaves the ptation go that C.l.il, hos free hand in the
villege school and church work as well as station schools, Pste Falk has contacted 81 vill-
ages, established 13 regional centers, There are 11 clases in all five grades on the station.
¥rs. Sprunger ls superviaing the school work emergetically having a total of 105 teachsrs,
“hat 1g; 11l on the station and 91 in the reglonal centers ead village schools. MNene of these
2re government subsidized but guelified teachers with approved supplies and olassrooma are

being installed as fast as aveilable go that 80% of the furds will bs spupplied by Congo
govaernnent,

Peter end Annie Falk have done an heroiec piece of work operating on a limited budget and
under greet dlfficulties. Bro. and 3ister Bans spent three monthg with them orgenizing vill-
sge and reglonsl work., MNear claimed 5000 church members but Falks and Fang gave communion
to less than 80O this year. The church lerders as a whole welcome Cel.ll. and lock forward to
the future. FelXs are expecting a second child In May and should go to furlough in spring
of 1957. Max Oritters are to take over for them. Betty Quiring will assist Sprungers in
Legsl and school work. Mr. Sprunger is avallable to Kandele only for counseling and advice,
If Mrs. Sprunger's health remains good all will be well. The maternity work of Hiss Unrau

i3 a uig boost for C.l.¥. Biggest msset of Near's work is hundreds of frult trees — ciirous,
mango, papaya, bsnans, eltce.

Mukedi bocame the unofficlal fleld headquarters of C.X.M, when Roy Yoders left the field
40 1949, turning over the bocks and officlal dutdes of fleld treasurer to V. J. Sprunger.
gince them, J. B. Bertsche and Mruy. Lawrence Rempel have served as Legel Reprosentative and
mipsion trecpurer and Wukedi has remained the official malling address although Charlesville
1g still reglstersd with the goveramwt of Congo as the headquartera of C.l.M. Charlesville
is the only statlon that has a river port and therefore, 1s headquarters for fralght. How-=
ever, Mukedl, Ysndale and Kemeyala get their freight at Kikwlt on the Kwilu river. It is
eactically the seme diptance in miles from Mukedi to either Charlsaville or Kikwlt, but the
*  3ANCE river often makes the diastunce to Charlesville hours, days and even weeks longer. The
Losnge is m wide river of shifilng pand bare and the ferry is never dependable. We have
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rossed the Loange three times and each time we have waded
J part of the way and had our caz
c::::d through sang or water end one time we had to abandon the car and crows by dug-out

Tghikaps, because of plane service providing also regular dependable mall service, and
also bus end truck service to Luluabourg, is favored by some ae the best present headquarters
for C.,l1.M. Tshikapa, Mutena, Charlesville, Banga and Ryanga are located 1n Kasel province
the capltel city of which is Luluabourg to which our Legal Representative must make numeroun
irips on behelf of these gtations. Mukedi, Kandale and Kamayala ero in Leopoldville provings
of which Leopoldville is the capital with Kikwit as sub-capital where our Legel Represemtative
can Yransact most of business for these stations. == It doesn?t seem likely that the Loange
river will be bridged in the near future, therefore, we suggeat that the aseistant Legel Re-
presentative be established ap soon as possible at Tshikeps to edminister the Kaszd stationaz.
Col.M. missionaries hesitate to teke this step for fear it will eventually further divide
Celeds as a mission. It seems to me that the general pattern teking form ie that Nyaoga be
the general headquarters of the mission with the alrman residing there. lyange is
also the geographical center of C.l.M.; also the most nearly bi-linguel; aolso the geat of ouz
mission educatloneal institutions; alsoc possibly the most stable indigenous district church
work. With Mukedi as the headquarters for the First Legal Ropregentative and treasursr and
Ishikapa the headquarters for Secound Legal Representative and secretary, Field Chairman,
treasurer and secretary making up the Adainistrative Committes, I confirm my previous belief
that dukedi be the center for language study, oriemtation, rehabilitation, stebiligation and
regources for Kandanle and Kamayals. There should always be a large staff of missionarlesz at
sukedl to sork in the institutions preparing and training Congolese and preparing new mission-
aries for their tasks as well as to help the church leaders in their work. There are many
large villages with subsidized schools all around Mukedi station. The annual school report
“or Leogoldville province, that igs, Mykedi, Kandale and Kamayala, shows 3195 pupils, 89
Srican teachers, and 5 missionaries subsidiged by the State. 1231 of these puplls were oa
Yukedi station end 1964 in the villages end regional. schools off the station. 801 of the
3195 pupils in subsidized schools are girls which 1s a notebls sign of progress. Besides thig
there are 4459 pupils, 229 teachers end 3 missionaries in pchools financed by thse C.lslMa
church and mission. Approximetely 90% of the funds coming from the Cangolese church and 105
from mission funds., Thers were no schoals in Kamsyala end Kandele receiving government sub-
gidy. I <o not have geparate figures for Mukedl district.

It is 76 miles north of Mukedi to POGO Regional Center whose leaders have petitioned the
board by lotter for a white uiseionary station because of the Catholic persecution there.
dr. Sprunger went into this regloa in 1935 by kapoy and a proaperous church work has grom
there tut the past three yearg the Catholics have built a large station nearbhy and are using
their worst methodg of intimidation of Cel.M. Christiens. A large number of Christlans to-
gether with the village chiefs met with us at Pogo and “elred" their viewe very vigoroualy.
They want to be "miscion people” but they feel they must have the white nlasionary to defend
them. He told them we would try to send a white missionary to go there from Mukedi oftem and
gtay peveral weeis at a tise., 4 puitable dwelling should be there for this purpose and if
rossurces and misslonaries become avallable a station would be justified at this placs.

4t %atshi pals oil post, helf way between Poge and Mukedi, 1s a strong O.I.r.l.‘uant.-r
becnuse of the large ramber of C.l.M. Christien laymen employed by the H.C.B. Oil Compeny
tners. This coapany has bullt permenent school buildings for both Catholic and Cal.M. Our
Christiang hzve bullt a besutiful stone church with a comforialile room for the misaslonary to
sleecp ine. Matshl is one of seversl comsunitles wheres wo foel the church hea "rooted"” in and
1y growing. #Hill these young Uhristians be allo %o stand agalnst persecutlon or above growing
wteriailem? A clase of 35 believers were prepuring for beptism at Matshl and also a large

|nes from the villages nearby Mukedi. The church is growing in Mukedl distrlct and pone
Laanders are giving evidemce of maturitiy.



" f\ There 1= no doubt but that the me
1931-36, snd Dr. Sehwartz since 1942,

dical work, especially the ropldency of Dre Unruhb
Schwartzs are a wonderful team and do

has been a great factor ot Mukedi. Dwe. and Hra.

an emaglng anount of service. Rvery night of the four
I spent at Mukedl emergency patients were brought in from some place or another, The guest
house with two apariments is not eifficient so another ls being constructed with glfts and

subsidy money Dre. Schwartz has received.

A new dwelling, the sixth for Mukedl, will soon be
cumplstad.2 Another dwelling 1a needed for Mukedd staff which for completencaa phould hoves
- doctors

2 = educationsl

2 - evangellistic men

1 - legal repregentative and treasurer

J = single ladies for educational and adminigtrative
3 = single ladies for medical and administrative

At the last conference the missionaries voted to officlally dedlaras Luykedi the statdeom
to tuild up a completo medical center with facilitles to care for any type of medlicsl or gur-
gical need and also the training of Congolese medical staff. Bro. Thlessen has polnted out
that Mutena and Nyanga should also have a doctor end more facilities for caring for the elck,

There are ovidences of maturity in many of the lukedi Congolese. They dere to question
the white man'as wisdom, some are building nice permanent homen, peveral own trucks and carry
on & buginess, Kadinda Dgvid the head teacher has had charge of the funds for saveral yeare
and regularly pays the teachers and echurch leaders. Falanga Eli, the I.B. graduste, has held
mestings ab toth Kendale and Kamsyala in a very intelligent and inspiring way. He is repulew
Teacher in the Beole Evangelique. Kabolo Matthew is helping with the revision of the Kipendl
Eible. James Bertsche will spend major part of this year on revision work together with three
"ongolese Crethren. Lawremce Rempal continues as builder and Eerl Roth is full tims path

mngeliast with Bertsche aod Rempel assisting weekends. [11is Uerber with Mra. Gerber and
Hrs. Bertsche, have charge of the educational work. Mrs. Reapel is the mission treasurer and
bookkeeper and asgisted by Mrs. Rothe Hiss Lutke has the Bihle School and Kiss Sara Friesen
the nurse along with Dr. and Mrs. Schwarts. Dr. and Mrs. John Zook will take thelr orlente-
tion at MuXedi also relieve Schwartz for a much needed vacation. Since Dr. Schmarts is chairs

man, treesurer and general factotum at Mykedi, Dr. Zooks will probably £ill in at Charles-
ville for Dr. Hartens' furlough.

A word should De sald about guests at Mukedi of which there are meny. There are kitchen
facilities for medical guests who stay several days but there are many medicel guests,
aissionaries, Uraovelers, governnentel perscnnel, company men, etc., who stop im for a meal
or & nightse OSoae tut not mearly ell leave a gratuity. Poesibly a mission gponsored catering
hovge, stafled snd "»on® by capable Congolese can be established at Mukedl pomedsmy. Until
then the nosgpiteble Hukedi migsionories will gontinue to "take turns™ with the guests.

U em— gx H;-Eﬁnﬁl._.gtat.ign —

liyenge station hag a well lept neat appearance and iis treem, flowore, neatly trimmed

paths snd grassy plots give cne the feeling of being in & resort park. We have elready
pritten of the cemtrol location of Hysnga in Col.M. This makes it a loglcal and convenieant
yathering place for miasslon wide meetings. It is about 3 hours drive {rom Banga and Tsghikapa;
5 nours from Cherlesville gnd Eutena and 3 hours from Mukedl, depending on the Loange cross-
inge FKmanyels and Kendale mipplonarles came to Mukedl and all came from there in ‘I:-Ea one-ton "
panel truck. ¥February 13 and 14, fifteen of us men slept in the ould grass covered "Amle Houre
and the ladies stayed in the 3 dwellings occupied b{hnixtl:ingl: t;ﬁ miuai;Eariﬂa; rI;:::r

/ Arthur Janz' and F. J. Eupes occupy the other three dw ngs. e confe
Eﬁizgﬁ;um divided in two groupe of 16 each and provided mesls nnfutarit: style 1n the ﬂ:;
resaes of the Hyesnga mipslonariea. We fared sumptiously 3 times e day. Xach person pays the
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Wyenga staff $1.50 a day for meetings like thi ;
n':lehl:lil such xisslonariest accoimt &Ed s 8. Really the field treasurer, Mra., Reupel,

Nyanga station with the total amount,
Why does Nyanga requi

re such a large staff of white personnel? It may be called the
seat of higher leaming for C.I.M. One missionary supervises and taachua{n the Bible
‘?’“h:';l with 35 B:-uuentn, two Congolese also teach; two missionaries end two Congolese teach
tn haiﬁunitaurs or teacher training school of 28 students; one missionary snd two Congolese
= the preparatory or Jr. Hi school of 70 students; one misslonary and 13 Congolese
teachers run the station primary school of five grades, and two missionaries suporvise the
largs station plant, itinerate in the large district superviaing the 44 state subsidiszed
teachers and the 102 teacher evangelists subsidized by the C.I.M. church, ¥We vialted three
of the 8 reglonal centers of Nyanga district, two of which impressed us as being places wherse
the church has rooted in and will stand on its omn. The third center is 107 miles from
Byanga in the Batshoke section. These people have petitioned often for a "white" mlissicn
statione Just this year Bonge Jean, Tshikapa Bible School graduate, was ingtalled there to
head up the work, Please refer to Rev. Thiessen's report recommending a missionary be free
&t each station to "back up" men like this. For one stretch of 20 miles on the way to Bongs's
center of Kayongo there is not a single village with a Gospel witnogzs.

Nyanga a2lso has a large medicel work. The maternity center delivered over 400 babien
in 1955, second largest work among all Protestant missions in Congo. HNyange neede a2 resl-
dent doctor and three nurses to direct and supervise this large medical work. A fine dip-
pensary building similar to that at Charlesville, 1s nearing coapletion. Funds have been
granted by the Congo Welfare fund to erect a maternity hospital similar to those at Huykedl
and Charlesville, Art Janz is starting the bullding which will be compgleted by Loyal Schmidt.

The Moniteurs schocl set up is to be built adjoining the station &8s soon as government
“unds are granted. Qur mission will be asked to provide a percentage of the total cost plus
.m0 residences for misalonariez. fn estimated total outlay to C.Il.M. of $15,000.00. Then
there should be & large Ecole Hemager (girls' school) and two missionery Home Ec. majors to
supervisc 1t te provide Christian enlightened wives for tho young men in the Honiteura and
Preparatory schools. Thuas, there secems to be no end or stopping place in the whirl of mission

work we are finding ourselvag in Congo. I am not surprised at the "uneusy feeling® it gives
Brother Thiessen. It calls for a continual re-examination of policy and purpose. Do we serve
in thesze institutions of teaching and healing the same as in the minisiry of prezching? Can
we Go the preaching without the teaching and healing? What is the way that we mey walk in it

In the present stage of the Congo work large stations with thelr institutions snd many
2isslonsries seez absolutaly essentlsl. Rev. Thiessen often remerked that this 1s the way be
found Indie in the 20's. I believe we should count on increasing our misslonary staff by
20 to %0 zlszsionaries. Om the other hand, I hesitate to glve the "go™ sign to establishing
any more "po-celled"™ mission stutions where the white nlssionary tekes the lead. It seess o

me venicles with men who are willing to live in the path counseling with and assisting the
Congolece leaders, are more lmportant now.

I az surprised to find these Congolese brethren have a sonse of belonging to the C.I. M.
Crurch in Aserice and depending on it for thelr spirituval and economic life. It seems to me
they need an urge to develop their own spiritual and economle life.

_Hi A - m‘im
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Cololle Fiald Committes Meeting

“ —lyange ~ February 13 to 15, 1956__

Present at the sessiona of the Field Commi
ttee were the following membera and guests:
Reprasentaj:ivea from fperica: Mr. Dpiver, C.l.l, Exocutive Secretary, ReE:.l
John Yhiessen, Newton,

5 Kansas, and Wr. George Locwen, Stelnbuch, sanitobe.
Africa “hurch representativess Kaszadl Matayo and Ngongo David

tfanga: R. F. Schnell and Sam lkdiger

Uharlesville: (., Rocke, R. Martems, Irena Liechty, Aggle Friesen

Kalonda: A. D. Graber, V. E. Harder

Kamayala: Mary Hiller, John Jentzen

Kendela; V. J. Sprunger, Pete Falk

Mukedi: Dr, Schwarts, d. Bertsche, Mr. and Mrs. L. Rempsl

dutena: G. Neufeld, irs. Heufeld, E. Dick, L. Brown

Ryangas Mre. & Mrs. F. J. ¥ons, My. & Mra. Art Jonz, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Buller,

Selma Untruh, Lodema Bhoxt, Frleda Guengerich, Auna Quiring, Amanda Reimer,
and Sara Friesen.

Each session was opened by a worship service with Reve Thiessen ns speeker. He brougat
various challenging messages concerning mission work. Somes of the subjects dealt with weras:
Church Problema; according to First Corinthiens; Christ, the Powur to Overcome the Fsara of
Lfricans, Jobn 12;32; What Can the Church Do To Emhmnce the Laymen's Viitnezs, Acte 1:83
The True Foundation of the Uhurch, Matt. 162 16, 183 and The Wonderful Transforming Power of

Jesus, citing numerous exsuples from Scripture. The worship services werc followed by o
season of prayer.

UINUTES OF SESSIONS
rst session, February 13, 2:00 P.M.

Upening remarks by Eeve F, J. Zzns, Field Chairman, introducting dir. Driver as chelrman of
sessicna.

Prasentation of business agenda by Mr. Driver.

le Field gection end Africen Church section of Guiding Prineciples.
2. Fipances

Message Oy HevV. ‘hiespsen and secson of prayer,

lpgolntaent of comaitteea to work on Guiding Principles of C.l.l.
l. Field section:

¥. J. Enng, chairman, J. B. Jentzen, R. F. Schnell, Mrs. G. Neufeld and Irena
LiEChtr}"i

2. Col.d. Church sgectlon:
Jemss Bertsche, choirmesn, Elmer Dick, Waldo Harder, Mary HMiller, and Aggle Friesem.

Pregentation of sumasry of Rev. Andrew Shelly's observations of General Gonference misslon
fields, by Walds Harder.

Pregentation of summary of kr, Crans's (A.P.C.M.) article on Changing Africa, by R. Hartems.
Cloging of afternoon geselon, for comultiee work, with the reading of Gel. 5:26 and prayer
wy Ur. Driver.

E‘-emﬁd .Eﬂﬂim] ’fljg P-l‘

Prayer by George Locwen.
~ghip service and geapon of prayer.

| ' ing the pant two
£ Aaniptent Pustor Kezadi Matayo on hip findings and experlences dur
E:!&ﬁ:t 5; Luluabourg where he brought the messages during two weeks of specicl meetings. Re-

sponse was good end church work ip goilng ahead. A church is being eptablished in the clty
under Africencontrol and direction.
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p il gcussion on laymen®s agtivitlias in the CaX.M.

shi were clted among others ag being teoatats Churches at Basonge, Kahcabe, Eipoke end

g centers resulting from the activity of layzem,

Do you accept to writs into the field soction of the new guiding principles that thers

be an Executive Committes funciloning separately from th
o field committes? -
without a dissenting vote. i ’ . PR

The committees working on the C.I.M. church pection posed the question:

Shall we continue to i‘a]_‘l:uw the Congo Protestant Council policy of calling cur chursh,
‘]_.‘he Church of Christ in Longo, or shall we in some way incorporate the name liepnonite
into the name of our church? Discussion followed, but no final conclusion was deawn UDa

Closing prayer by Hev. F. J. lons. Adjourament.

Third session, February 14, 8:30 A.H.
Opening worship service and seagon of prayers

Discussicn on finznces -
Ecole Bolle Vue =
Hotion l: Resolved that tho selaries of teachers, shared equally with the A.U.B.M,, de
Tadgated by the Home Board and be included in the ennual fi1cld tudgot. Pere
sonel expenses of each child plus operating expense of the aghool be borne
by the parents of the childrem attending the school for that year. Cazrrled
unaninmously.
Gifts of specific purposecg =
Hoticn 2: [esolved thet we express our appreclation to Mvr. & Mrs. Rae Guth for the gifis
given for the comatruction of the rew lake cottage, and that Glem Bocke semd

them a letter to this effect, and give them a progress rejort of the con-
ctouction. Carried.

Solicitation of specific gifts was mentioned. Werning was glven that such solicitetion must
be very cautiously done in order not to draw funds from the regular miselon support of our
constiiuancy.

Loen funds -
dotien 3; Hesolved that the bulence of the 4 ton Chevrolet truck account on March 1,
.356, be mpplied to the origlnal purchase price of said truck. Carried.

Digouesion followed on the establighment of a C.l.M. garage and policy in regard to this work.
The cnalrman of ‘he varlous stutlons were asked to sit as comaittees in order to discues

erpomnel protlezz. OSchwertz, Jans, Felk and Jantzen were to discuss personnel prohlems of
Nyanga snd the Kwango area, end hocke, Heufeld, Graber and Schnell sat on bahalf of the
Kagel area sgilatioas.

Adjournment; for comulties work and diuner, with prayer.

Fourth pegplion, 2:00 Paile

fiorghip scrvice and geason of prayor.
Comalttees roport on fleld section of gulding principles. VYiscussion.
Com=lthbes report on Congo Church sectlion of guiding principles. Discussion.

Moblon 43 FHesolved that we endorse the revised Constitution aund Guiding Princlples of
the Uongo Inland dipsglon ap drawm wp by the revision committoes of the Homo
Goard and the #1gelonary Conference, and advise that the comaittees now odit
the inptruments and meke coples avallable to each board member and mlssionary
for veadings Tho Ilnptrumsent 1s to be read in ite eantdrety at the annual
neoting of tho Hoard end of the Miasmonary Conference, and 1f accepted by a
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y 15 aajors
| . @ajoraty by ballot vote, shall be the offficial i
January 1, 1957. Accepted without digsenting vote.

lhe finance commitiee gave an incomplete report of its findingas. Discussion.

The commitiee qﬂaling with the stationing of missionaries,
ports Discussion followed, but the

ngbrunent beginningz

EKwango section, brought ite ro-
nmatter was returned to the committee for further atudy.
Devotional messoge by Ur. George Loewen, based on Phil, 2:16,

Closing hymn and prayer.
M fth segnio 2/,5 P

=

Worship service and season of prayer.

Personal testimony by Ngongo David on his eall to servico,

Report by the Kesal section of the miassionary placement committec. The final plagemant of
oissionaries referred to the personnel commlttee, originally sppointed by the Board, %o git
with Mr. Driver end Reve. Thisssen.

The finance comnitice gave its report and mede the following recommendations:
l. The incompleta building projects be finished before new ones are staried,

ae Eandale dwellings d. Kemayala dispensary
b. Mupxeal dwelling €. Kandale paternity
c. #utena school building f. Banga school tullding
2. 7The following mew btulldings be authorized for which funds are now availsile:
d. Hycnge maternliy d. Kadaysia church building
Ds

dukedi duplex for nedical department e, DBanga glrls! house
c. Lamayveln dwelling for Miller sisterg f. Ramayala givris* house
3¢ Tha following new dwellings be bullt as funds becoms available frou 1958 Auxilisry
budgets
. EKendala dwelling b, Hyanga dwelllng

Le 7Tas C.l.H, Garsgo account be set up as followss

n. All credite in cer funds be turned over to the C.l.il« garage account in so fap
as they excced 2500 fra.

Be The identity of these funds should not be loat.

¢. The funds thus accumuilated will then amount to 4000 dollars when added to the
prezent balance of 1200 dollars.

ds 4he loan of 3576 dollars incurred by purchase of equipment, perts and the picke
up for the C.l.M. garage is to be paid off, leaving a balence of 425 dollars,

5. losn on Ghewvrolest 4 ton truck: 7That we pay off the loan on the 4 ton chevrolei truck
by

n. Cherging 3% of the subsidy received for achool bulldings.

be Chorging 3% of the pubsidy recelved for Nyanga school bullding mofa.

c. Borcowing froa mdvence school subaldlee a enfficicat amount to pay off the loan
aftor the palance in tha truck eccount is applied on the dobt. (The total in-
debtednens 15 3400 dollara.)

b, That, the CeleM. Pross pubsidize tracts in tho emount of 50%.

7. Thet we ellocate from 1954 white personnel school subsidy accounts

n. 50,000 frus. for Kpmayela educational dept.
be 50,000 fru. for Kandule sducationanl dept.

dotiom St Thet we accept Lhe report of tho Finance Comuittoo. Acceoptled.

JUr. bans regorted on the progress made on plans for the oatablishment of an Fé¢ole Secondaive
et Tenghe
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. ferance in iugusﬂe the deoislon on an Ecole Secondsize until field cone

Discusslon on the matter of o

: penlng a second Ecole Preparatoi (
eld Conference minutes.) Due to 1 cle
was tabled until the time of the 1956 Field Conference. PRI SO SR

Due to the furlough of the Naufal
office, as followss eufelds, three people were elected to fill unexpirod terns of

Aotion 7: Flmer Dick elected Mutena station chairman by common conasent.

tion 8: Miss Aggie Fricsen elected chairmen of the Literature & Cengor-ghip Comnittso
by common consent.

R.F. Schnell elscted chairman of the Educational Committes by ballok.

Rev. ¥, J, Inng expressed the mppreciation of the conference to our vigitors for the halp
and encourageacnt glveius.

Rev. Jobn Thiessen gave words of farewell with Psalms 37:5.
Fords of advice and encouragement were spoken by Mr. Priver.
Closing of the Field Comnittee sescions with prayer.

Respectfully cubmitied,
g/ Joha B. Jentsen, Secrstary

PERSOMNEL_COMUITTEE DECISICNS

T. 4. fnnsg, M, 8. Schwarts, Glaan Rocke, Jolm Thiessen, H. A. Driver.

ia Sam ena Leona tntz to Hysnga as soon as possible to assume responsibility s Cul.l.
dechanic &na NSyanga O. B. nurse respectively.

2+ Earl and Hoth 2oth to Locats at Mukedi station. Earl to serve ss evangellestic missionary

end Hyth as asgistent mission bookkeeper and both in station responsibilitios as de-
terzined at Mukedi.

1, MHax Critters to locate at Komsysls or Kandala as housing cen be arranged.

Le DBetty Luiring to locate at Kandala by 8S8eptember 1, with language study to be arranged with

Mukedi or Landeia according to Bertsche's availabllity. (Bertsche is to pursue the re-
vigion work at onces)

5, Dr. end Hps, Zock to serve at Mukedl and Cherlesville accerding to need to keep tha
Medical departments approved.

6. Sara Priesen to move to Mukedl for the balance of her term.

7. Msglvin Loewens to Charlasviile for language study and orientation and to replase Rudy
Martena' for furlough.

8. Allun Wiebes Lo Tehikapa by September l.

. Fanny Schmallenberger to Tshikepe by January 1, 1957, with Franch study in Brussels prior
to that,

Harold Grabers to Gharlesville by Januery 1, 1957, with French study in Pruseels prior to
that.

1l. Plans are underway to supply sdequate ptaff for Mytena during the year.
Only porsonnel chonges or sagignment of new mimplonarles hap baen lioted.
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Rev.Cerdon Zimmermon mﬂmgumxn] m‘?
| Deor Brnde end Yordon: ?-bmry,m,lgguim

/ After 51 doys in OyIM,territory traveling 2000 miles,visiting and

taooling with all the nisslensrios tn tho field,and looking in on much of tho varfed

“ofu es ;f our for-flung misslon work es well as checiting scocunts and anditing columns

s ﬁgurm o2 I have finelly spent one dsy of relaxarion here et this now famous ond appreclated

o8 ploce,The clinmate in most of O.I.M, is really ideal but up here it is really =and

& resort climete,Add to that o lake of orystal olear water with o good aupply of fish

!;rmdunl deeponing shore lineya good row boat and diving beard end = caaplote shere line

forest with apen of mony varioties peering through tho leaves in teaging gloo ~ug a
gtnry bock imeginction of tropical wonder to provide fodder for a wonilorlust for nany days,
There is a game preserve for a mile radius around the lake so thore are meny quail,gzuinen
and Nguadi right neor the cottage and a gogd hmter con so outside the roserve any time
e got one f.r o moal,There ape alao aovernl varictios of antelopu, The throc VS men hovo
beon up hers two weeln bullding a third cyttage and when we cmme uwp today the freezing
compartacnt of the serval was full of wild fowl and venlsom, Thore ic alsc o wild berry hore
that testes like cherries,The Africans pick them und sell than o
they are deliclious either in pie or nause,Gordon,Loynl Schaldt
with your sum,Usmo are not plentiful hove or at loast thoy must|fe hunted but the fellowe
have gome wih the Africons and found the places where the geme|dre,Thec tincs to luars are
morning and evening as everything goos deep under cover during hout of the dny,Larry
“anpel and Loyel recontly came on o herd of antelope ndile\ end got three of tham,
Enough of this intereosting stuff,The three fellows and Ceorge Lo
Who cane with me,left this morning for the bis gome—eeyntry
place vhere Dr,Bowmon and 1 got owr pictures fovy
over mission problems smother two weels,Dedies

o

DeFPoor me Mws to stay here ond slove
institut building ot *shalapa
: i do s me planming +ith the Zonga staff
next wealk,then o Kano ligeria end 5,I1.MH, mbe doye snd from thore tc Switzor-
' -y renl endiokie ve to Iruscels,
ebled last week that he iz makls
‘merica, There iz quite 2 lot of
cisa,Personally I beliecve it
-- projecte are,Cur biggest drag in 0,1.MH,
P ly good.It ean be done in about rix hours
phimpeshurg end there are two emergency
o/ Just = widenmed strip of the auto road,
< i€ _goverment nor any of the ¢ gmmercial peenle |
tridvel must be wmost prasticel,Only Dr,Schwariz
ealled to Enjiji for a medioel coso which toclz him
nl could have been done in gne by plans,Sc Ernle,it
in the line of ﬂ‘h%lm this yeoar,Thore is plenty
le,Nyangn, 4shikopa or Mutena could
us the trainlng of Africens to do
taltes too much of Loyd Drowms timo
sl tralning sohwol,fle hoa on exten
or ropadrs ond he sends the gpare
wisoonsin or Briggs & Stration motors to
the 26 curs end truocks to keop rolling
gront us the priviloge of a
I om not ¢ envineced mfficiently

It lies on 2 direct adr route r,
landing ficlds zleng the road,In
The missionaiez polnt pu :

use planes here thoredd
is o booster fer Ait.H
awsy froz kedi foum
ioocks iile nothing
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A REFORT T0 THE GONGO INLAND MISSION BOARD

| rasulting from
CONSTLTATIONS AND IMPRGSSIONS JAN. 14 TO MARCH 9, 1956

H. A, Driver, Becretary-Treasuror

I wigh to express my sincere thanks and apprecistion for the comradship, counsel
and help of Rev. John Thipasen and brother George loawen on this depntation. I
algo thank sach of yon for yonr prayers, letters and words of encovnragement on my
behalf for this migsion. Special thanks are dne Miss Rempel, Rev. Harteler and
Dr, Rediger for the extra duties they carried dnuring my absence from the office.

1% has Yeen a real thrill for me to observe the nnfolding development of human
lives anéd intolligence and to sense something of the sviritnal growth and orevar-
ation of the somla of these lives for eternity, alded by the nrocesses of fnnda-
mantal edncation and Christian nwrinre and insvired by doeds of love in onr misgsion

sponsored schools, hospvitels, orvhanages and every othar agency that gives volca
%o the CGospsl

Jagis said 11 womnld de dangoroms to oroclaim the Cospel--llke & firs on earth. W¥e
find that the Cospel has awakened God-glven desires that if corruoted, are trwly
cangarome; and of they ars undnly delayed or restralned, cemse frustrations of rev-
olntiospcry vrovortions. Tims, there is danger of the desire for frosdom tc¢ grow
into extreme netionaliem; the mrge for the bdetter things in life to become the sin
of materialiss; and the desire for sguality to become a conflict betwsen races.

O mission field in Congo, even onr mission clurch membershivp is not fres of these
dangers, tmt I was enconraged to believa trendc towards these have luproved sincas
py formar visit. Ve bellevs the Gospel can bring abont changed social conditions
thromgh the activities of changed persons~-persona vho have been born again.
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T7E MISSTONARINE AND THALIR WORR
o~

Rev. Thieseen Las slvendy informed you im his vevort of the wegont need for dvangel N
igtie missionarics to sarry on & ministsry of commseling, Veaching aud 2dvising fzong
the indlgencae lendars of tha yonng chmrah which s coming 1ntd heing on onr mission
fisld., Eo has aleo enphesized the immortance of theawn evangolisis whom he hig called
"path evangeliete® of having sxpsrience and of posasssing oo nnderavandiag of the
African snd hiis needs and hie way of ghinking. It ghounld also be enphaslsed bhal
thes2 ovangellstic missionariss know $helr Bivle aad alsp shonld nndergband Homon
astnra. Therefors, Hrother Thieoson has nrgad that we sesk now mlasionaries to do bre

L5

eerly chmirch as "eorving at tablea™ so that the oldst migsinnarias v
peérience and the nnderstanding of tha African can be ralsanad for Tell tins work
arong the indigenons churches. I womld 1ike to dmpress mnon yon the impeortance of
this and also the ideallem of 1t. I have told you before, and I tnld the migrionarion
on the field, that I believe that 1T the Lord wowld provide we with 2,000 dedicated
yonng peonls and endow them with the "gift of tongues? so that thay comld spesl the
langnages of the Indigonons psonle and wrovide them the funde and necassary thiugs

to carry on thelr missionary work, that within a short time, thoy womld bte lost in
thelr work and wonld be crying for mo¥e haelpers %o Join tham., The need i3 that erea’;.
and as Dr. Zodiger roported on his rotnrn from the field, the tasks are ovarwhe!ming
Therefore, yon can nnderatand the diffievnity thore will be 1In thess sxperisnced gerior
pigsionaries really being fres for fnll time path evangelism evan 1f there are new
missionaries to {ake their present nlaces. This nasd for mlgeioneries, I eupposc,

ie progant on every migalion field mt the natnre of the Protestant alession got ap In
Gorgs, I believe makes the nesed more mrgent thare,

work on the gtations and in the institntione--nuoh tasks as wvere rofervad o Lo The

0 nARY2 fthis x

When we vieited 4n Nigerie on the S.I.M. field, we spant & Sanday at Illeorin iz f-\
Sgnthorn Figuria, In that szz:e city. the ™pitad Migslonary Cihimwreh and the Chnreh of
Englsad wers workiang the same as the S.I.M. was and there wore thras or fonr geparatlst
African grovps of diffgrent Frotastant congroagrtions basldes. While, zs yon Imow, in

the Conge, thromgh the Conzo Protestant Comncil, sach misrlonary acciety is assigned

to thelr owm territery, in which thay are the sole Protestant Witnass. Tharefore, il
grems to me, tha% oor missionarise take thelr obligations almnss too neriongly in en
decvoring to oteach, teach, and give healing to everyons whe sefs i%. Thoy are over
vorked; and thea they becoms frmstrated becemse they cannot do thelr taska according

te thas standards vwhich they have learned in their pmmfesaion in Aunaerica. They lkoov

thers 1a oo one slee to zive the OGospel of love and reconcllictiop; and tharefura; they
toka thelir chlipgation seriomaly.

1 come back from the field again with these game impreassions; that it ragalres un-
ngral and nnwvavering gonrsss and faith %o be a forelgn missionery and faca the ova
vielming treks and demands placed upon thom day aftar day. I mat confess thal I,
perzonally, 4o not Jnov vhat work 1a, ocomparsd to what my colleagnas are faglng ont
in Congs tedsy. The average American pastorg or Ohristian workse engnged fall time,
do mat face provliems s taxing &s the foreign missnlonary in tha midpt of smiltndes

} nf nesdy peopla conetantly.

—

Heifsrs I lasve this Seplc of the nsed for more nisnionaries, and specifically the

qosd for ot losst eight sissionaries, Who enn do edvcational or genarel atotion miner
v.eing work, I woat briasg to yowr attentlon that Lif vwe send a new mlacionary fanily to
ovy mizsion fleld in addition to the staff we already have, 0 nav dwelling will be ro
grirad for thet family $o live in. Onr regnler field staff has incromsed from an

svoroge of 26 to an sversge of 60 to 70, As & rmle, they ars honsad very comfortaebly
ard gufely, but the scoomodations are all wped wp. So We shonld bonr in mind, that if
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wo send elght famllieg to : B
that if we fiee ei the flald, we ghonld have to provide oight dwellinge and

ght men for village and path avangslism in order thai ihe A
loaders and N Y gelism in order that the lndigenong

chmrcheg might b tda *hem 1 .
0¥ getting to thes e strengthened, we mmst aleo provide them with meesnn

@ villages and traveling those pathe. I speak of tranpporéa .
In passing, I wonld like ing 86 paihe gpeak of transportation.

¥ to make mention;, in our vresent set-up, mors eingle ladies,
0 are properly trained and qnalified conld be msed withont additional honeing ex-
penss and that this is probably the gquickest ansver to Rev. Thiessen’s rocommendation.

I there are nnrges and teachers called to this pervice, I believe we shonld do all
poeaible to get them %o the field. I have written yon of the spscinl naed for nurees
at Charlesville and Mutena this yeer, and I recommend that we try to find ways and
meanc of ponding these two nurses to the field this suwmmer. I sngzgest that you Board
Secrefarles continnally pray for and plen for more of this type of missionary who will
sarve on & long term basis. Our present set-up provides for two or thres single lediea
to llve together in one howse cooperatively. Other missions that I know of have a
larger percentage of single missionaries than we do. C.I.M. hss beocn bleased with =2
large nmmber of men, especially during the rocent years. Ye need men---thare are certain
taske which a single lady canmot do, tmt there are many taske they can do jrust ap well
or better than men. FMinances shonld not be owr first consideration, bmt we ghomld bear
in mind that a family with fonr children reqnires fonr times as mmch nassage ond allow-
ance mwoney aes & single missionary lady who often does as mmch real missionary work,
egoecial ly if there are yomng children. Some mlaslonary societiss have a policy of
providing single ladies with single residences. I bdelievs, ve in C.I.M., havelad &
minfimam of frmstrations and unhappiness among onr single ladlies, living two and three

in one honse; Mt possidbly onr field mdministrators shomld stndy with ws, policy re-
garding honasing and living conditions for single ladies, esvecinlly as ths nexi ten

yeareg will reqnire more and more of them for institntional work, edwcational, and med-
ical

WHAT THE OONGOL:SK ARE DOING

Dnring the nast few yeares we have been putting some pressure upon omr migsionaries

to delagate more resvonsibilities and work to the nativen. TFrom onr desks and vlaces
of work in Amsrica, it geems to ns that snrely many of those simple tasks that onr
migsionaries are doing, conld be done Jnst as well by the natlves. It is trme, that

wa of the Western cnlturs and accomplishments have snch a bigh standard of living, thet
wo hesltate to turn over tasks to others who gee no reason to do them ths way we do
them. Thera &ra grast ricks involved 1n tnrning over responsibilitles and tasks to

the natives which wo cmmnet fmlly anpreciate and nanderstand Onr mission has, in the
past two years, employed native chauffenrs for the trmcks and cars. It has saved onr
migsionaries many weary miles, tmt the expense lavolved, becanse of the wear and tear

on the vshicloe hag been vary mwch greater. The African cam be tenght %o gnlde a car
down the road, btnt Lo teach him the proper care and mee of that szme car, is a diff-
arsnt matter. A lot of these things, We onrselves, have learned thromgh long expor—
{ence. DPat I think great progress has besn mads by the Africans in asguming the tasks
o? trilding, transport, etc. DPnt when & truck draaks down or & wall of a brilding falls,
a vhits pan or the missiopary mnst be called in to take chargs of things.

In the schools, all of the class room teaching ia done by Africans excopting in the
vory high lovel schools for teachsr training or college prevaration, ete. Over 1,200
Sriean teachira are esnloyed in the Christian day schools in onr mission eand their
ftasncial sqonort comes lergely from the Congo government. Mnt tho lesson-planning
and the testing of the studonts befora they ars nusnsed to another grode, is etill the
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regponaibility of tha migsionary. Alsp, the Congo govermment wi.ll not onomish Vb pu
nde  into the hands of the Africans tmt make tham as grants o ths miagclonary wid &

then pays tha teachers, ordem the swppliea, and is reanoneidbls lor lkeevinz bths ore
grem going. Hadlnda David, who has been the hesd teacher at imkedl a good many yesrs
hes bDesn given the responpibility, by tha migslonaries at Mukedi, of naying ell of
the African teachors and the svangeliste &g well. That ig, he has charge of bobh The
church funds and the school fonde; and in the two yoers in which ho haas had thig e
sponeibility, he hae bLeen fond to be Faithfnl and has dischergsd his doiles well
Bnt he wonld be the laot one in Mukedl to say thet the African couwld handle the work
vithont ths help of the migelonary. Likewise, in the dispensary, mouat of the lreat-
ment of pationts and diepencing of medieclne is done by the native infirmeives who haeve
Dean trained by onr doctors and mrses and are on dnty et tha digvenpsrien ai all #in
and in most casas, natients are bronght to tham first for disganmis and tracimant and
thare are zick neople ¥vho nover ses the nurges or doctors., Mudicinen hove Lo ba give
oot each day (o these native inrlrmalres and the serions caman, of which there are
very many, mnst be diagnoeed dy tha missiopary. Owr miaslonary doctors eand mwrgee are
on ¢all <4 houre a day, seven daye a week,tus they conld pot bdepln to do the work thoy
arg dolng if 17 were not for the faithfml sorvice of the nativan.

If the miscsionary and the vhite man were to be smiddenly banichod from Africa, aul

it i l

pheses of the work would go on aftor a fashion, tnt ws mmet remember that there sre fow
in nll Congn, ond no one in onr mission territory, vho haes avon & high achool sducation
end therafora, they are a long way from being professional phyelciang, educatornm,
mechanica, s2te. That is why we belisve that onr energlos and attention shomdd be di
rected Toward the preparafion aad tralning of Africansg so thnt they cen parform bLhel:
tasks with intolligance and dignity. I am inclined to agros with the migsleonaries

that thie iz the stratsgic time for a large migsionary ptaff, part of whom cam bs v.;;r.j..ﬂ
ing in thie izccrtant task of prevaring the African leadership to carry on i%s rospon-
aibilities or the work and tha other group to carry on the conngeling and advieory
ninlstry to the present loaders and those who will follow them in thelr work in ths
villegzs or from the miscslon stations.

THE YOTHG CEVECH IN CONGO

The purooee of onr migsion work as has been stated since its Deginning, hos bsen (wo-
fold: Tirst, to gvangelize the lost and, sscond, to establish the chureh, ths trve
Zimreh of Jasmes Chriect, among the evangelized peonle. Dr. Saury Fouwa in his Book,
*African Feritagd statss that thers are thros stages in the development of tha indig-
snons chorch on tho migsion fisld and he compares theom to the etnges of develonmant of
= Wwman beirg, First: The Childhood Stage--during thie stage in the Congo chwrch if
loske to the mission for all of its neods, inclnding funda to corry on with the work
snd to nay the svengelists and teachers and also the leaders. We bolleva, wntil ro-
cently, onr 5.1 H. chmreh in Congo has deea in the childhood stege. Practically eli

af the francs or monsy that haes becn nsed in C.I M, territory, wntil recently, came
from the misalon sither directly or indirsctly; end it s largely trmo todsy thot all
of the pscols w0 have employment for which they receive monay, receive it eithor frem
ths pission or from the ehmrch. There is just & beginning of & Christinn lalty in onr
shareh in Congp...pecola who are wrking for wages for cther corpaniee wnd then tlthe
from those wages into the treammry of the cimrch. Of cowrse, nince 1949, the wiesior
trongnry hae been svslled by the grantings of variona subsidies from the Congo govave-
sant for tha oéneationnl and medicsl work, This, in twrn, hae relenced practieslly all
of the American fumds for evengelism or church work., As long as tho nativer wera o
denendent on the miesion for thelr sconomicul 1ife, they were not inclived to think 9
poioh for themeslvas or to deaand mmoh, In asking thes & grestion mbont doctrine, palicy,
or sractices in thelr chmreh, they wonld immediately reply, "What dooes the C.I M. ehwreh
tn Aserics (01" They were largely imitators of the migsloharies snd reapected thelr
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wiedom, advice, and coungel.

The second stage is the adolescent one, I definitely feal that the C.I.M. charch is
moving into this stago

of develomment in which the misgslon or the migsionery still
provides leadershin and comnseling and has the finsl word of antho rity in wost avery
rospect and to back them wn they have the white man's government or the Belgium
government whose officlals stand ready to enforce the wrd of the mispion if necessary.
We have sn incroasing mmmber of Congolese leaders who ars teking moro responsibility
and initlative in the church work ont in the regional conters and villagss especially
since they reelize that thay ars vroviding all of the funds for the suppori of thelr
pastors and for the upkeen of their churches. We find them becoming & little restive,

aven antagonistic, over the amthority of the mienion and asking for more and more say
in the direction of thelr affairs.

Wo mat with the native lemders on several occasinna at which they asked me guestions
gnch as, "Fow does the Board in America decide who shonld become missionaries and who
ghonld not?® "How does the Board declde which missionaries to send to which stations
and what iype of work they should dot® Once they asked me how I happened to get my
Job and what I have done all my life since becoming @& Christian? Such gnostions ag
thege were from a very few and one counld easlly tell that they weras thinldng and seek-
ing. They were really the growing people. By and larga, the gnestions ware concarhad
with Tnnds. Thay wonld gay, "A few years back, you wers vayling the ovangelists with
Ansrican fmnde o ecarry on the work of the lord, nowv yom have been giving the monay
oply to the migaionarien, and anyone can ges that we are mnch more in need of it than
they are.® The fact that they can reason in this manner and that tha desire for a
totter 1ifs is present among them, oven thongh they do not realize the proper vays of
ocbtaining these deslires, indicates growth and a certain stature among ths people; bnl
it glsc emphasizes that many of them are still irn tha childhood otage of development .

The third, or adnlt stage in the chnrch is when i€ obtalns fnll matunrity in matters

of eczinistration and finances for the work. This ia dosireble for both wng and the
migeionaries and for wvhich we have been nraying and working. One soon sensss that

the best of ovr African leaders, althongh they are definitely Christisns and have ex-
nerisnced salvation and have a clear teetimony and are able to teach and oreach irecm
the ¥Word very sincerely and flnantly, lack the high standards and wnderstanding that
wonld samsbls them to carry onm the work at wrasent. Bnt we mmst have faith to believe
thzt these high stendarde and this understanding will come with experience and that
they ars growing. It was also onr obgaervation that this is a vory diffiemlt experience
for the siscionaries and they hesitate to share responsibilities with the native
Crristians end finally give wo these responsibilities altogether. I wonld like to im-
praes npon all of we that there is & great risk in surrendering responsibilities to the
African leaders in this strge of the development of the ghnreh. There is the temvtation
for them to develop their own interpretation and in the extreme, to geparate themsslves
from the main body of the chnrch and set up thelr own. Possibdbly, the second great dif-
flenlty is the tribal rivelry. Ve find vhers the oh'wchos have baea left on thelr own
1o chouse officlels and to rm things in a democoratic way, that thore is a constant

desire betwsen the tribse to bapitize more members then the other tribes and to put thelr
membere of thelr tride in places of lseaderahip.

This adolescent stage in which we find onrselves now, according to my judgmend, 1s
thoe hard one end 1ts length will depend wpon the oapabilities of the African Christiang,
and thely cepabllities will depend upon teaching and helping them to develop and then

follows the neocessity for connseling, gnidance, snd fellewship in the Cospel uantil
foll maturity and ststure is schisved. Than must follow the willingness of the mige~

lonaries, wno ars really foreign Christisns, to surrender the responoidilities whon the
time gomer, and here ip whero I think the connseling minietry of the whole Board and
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of fleiale of tho Board is important because our nipsionarias are no cloee to the |
wrk and the progroes of African Chrigtians seems &0 gradnal to them that they '-‘j:‘-
fail to peo what little prograoss is made. We need also to enconrage and wake possible
for our wiscionaries to visit other missions in other fielde and %o attend confersnces

and mastings of follow missionaries im the homeland %o inaroaso their knowledge and

glve then a wider perspective and understanding.

THE CONCEPT OF THE OHMRCH IN C,I.M.

Many of youn have asked if there is a Memnonite ohurch growing up in our field; and

if g0, what ip ite policy and belief and doetrine. Ia the conetitmtion which you have
in your hands, yon have a statement drawn vp concerning the concept of the chmrch, Thig
1% & joint statemont prepared by Africans and migcionaries, 1 womld 1like %o heln you
nnderstand this concapt by giving yon a little review of the Congo Protestant Council
and its influence on the Protestant church in COongo. 'The first conference of Protost~
ent missioneries was called in 1902 and it was purely n consuliative conference., We
rand of that conferance: "The unity of purpose, the wrgency of the task, and the mm:-
ual respeoct of the members for each other as congecoratod servants of tho same Iord mede
the conference a deep spiritual experience for overyone." Ten years later the Congp
Continuation Committge was organized and a gquarterly rmblication amthorized for the
sxchanging of news, views, and ideas among the Protestiant migsions of Congo. In 1924
the committes name was changed to Congp Protggtant Cowungll and arrengemonta made for o
part time secretary to represent all of the missions in the Comnell before the Govarn-
ment and to promote cooperative projects among che migsions. In 1928 Emory Ross was
2orointed 2s fnll time secretary of the Conneil vith residence in Leopoldville., He

wae followad by Dr. Coxill; who is now in Brusgels. Ha in turn, was followed by Dr.
Ohrreman who will retire this year. Rav. Thompamon of the British Society has been ,\- ﬁ
chosen to be the next secretary. A4s yom know, the Protestant misslonaries throngh this
C.¥.C. have cooparated in a book shop, knowvn as Lgco~in a Union Migsion Homse for misc-

ionariss leaving from and coming to the field--in certein higher oducational and medicel
ingtitations and in comstant contact with the govormmant.

Dnring the years under the capable lemdership of these gecrataries a commendable under-
ptending and smbtual respect has grown up betwesn the goverament officials and the miewion
offigiale, The govermment ig recognized as smtonomous in law and order whils the chnrch
and misslons are recognized in religiouns teaching and worship and in ecslling of Chriatino
workers. In 1934 the first regional conferencems of African Christianc were held throunsh-
cut Congn. Tp %o this i¢ime, the Protestant cooperation had bean only cn the loval of
nigeinnaries; tmt as & resnlt of those raglonal confersnces and of tha General Confor
ence following at Leo, the following resolutior was pasead, "thet the Congo chureh

ghonld possess the ssme wnderlying fellowship and quality of apirit that had strength-
spad the miszions.” They agresd npon A common nemo, that ie, the Churah of Christ in
Congo, and & comson pesbership in this chorch. A Christian woving from ons area to
anuther, presents his letter and is received into the charch there by the testimony ol
Lthe sending cimrch. He mgrees to abida by the rules and oracticos of the chnrch receiving
nim. Many of omr most fo. thful Christisns in C.I.N. today have bean irenaforred from the
Prosbyterion mission or from the Haptist miseion or some other one in Conge. The
Christian gtill goes by the nsze of the migsion as a meang of identifying hinsal( Our
owie Paiur Easadi recently held meotinga in the Progbytarian mieslon chnrah in Ialvaburg
vhnts he contected meny former 0.I.M. mewbers vho wore pnow falthfal in the work of tho
lord mpd the cimrch 4in thalir nev hone.

This yoar at the 0.P.0. pasting, the misslonaries were conscionce stricken that they Q J
ned not token the Afriosn lendsrs along with them; and they voted for each wission to
heve one Afripsn representative on the oonncdll of the O0.P.C0. deginning naxi year. Ho



-

“ 8 =

gne thivrd of &

Wil

¢ conicllors of the C.P.0. will be Alricans,
Moat of the Frotagg 1
fal;hw;h;}ﬁ;aﬂirgt{zufznﬁ Wl aai?nu, inclnding onrs, in Congo era thankfnl for fthig

2 T+ Veliovers and hesitate 6. bring ints Gongo any other dsnoninationel

gﬁn@nﬁ f»‘&ﬁlinf chat they will only tend %o further divide tha chnxch and hiader Sho
ovelopwent oi 2 truly indigenons Con 2106 ohurch, B '

D?:‘{U?Tgﬂmﬂn: t?-;iﬁ prasent secretsry, recently gave thias statement tu & goveramens
ciiicial in sxpinining the punrooea and content of the C.¥. 0.

p LRI . 1 F

UF the frotectant missions establiched in the Colony.
&' ly incorporated.

avangalical alscin

of thg Grmreh of
niscslong and the

1% iz a legally conatitubed bodr,
Iis object is to wnify and develon the work of tho Frotesinat

ng in Halgisn Congo and Enendi-Trondi, o promwois the davelopment
Uhrist in thews territorics, snd to gaive ma laofarmedisey batyson She
ruthoritias of government on all mghiers of common intaercst.®

After long ysare of labory ihe harvest 4s sbundant, lLaat yoer the mmbsr of cabechansn
resched 260,000,

Tha nnuber, of aduls bellevers.is now 750,000 and the Lindigenena Fros-
gstant commaliy is estinmated at two million.®

Frow time Yo time other rival evapgelical assocciations have attomuted %o sttnch a cor-
tain Americsn raligions silgma or label to, tha Protastant ehmrich ia Congu.  Hach Gins
©.i.K. hag rofrsed to Jjoin or. pariicipate in, these etbewpts, belleving that they would
enly ba forcing our Americen gnarrels. upsR,ther Congolese Lfhurch and wonld ninder the
prograse of walty ecepg the lodigenona Chrdetisng thai haa baen focterad by Aneriven,
Iritish end Scondinawion migsiope. working togother for the Turithezance ol the Cogpel
07 the same Lord. Wa dells¥a. il in onr migclon bo kelp tha chmrch in cur arce which
e=z og=uka 1is nlaca.is bhe wddex amsngalical fallowochip, of Congo und of $hs world aed
asct nagesczerily in the oXach: pattern, ofi bhe sandling or mother chrarch.
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e elanr thast t

tact the Eopan Catholic churely de determined to control odugsation, mot cnly
Balga i in her Colony, Congo &3 well, Its aim is the wonoply of educaticn, which

1y cluized to bo a sori of divine right.  khen tha Sogiel. Chriciica (Catholic) parvy
was i powsr, AL chennelad mosh of fheamblic achool taxse Jor ths banedlh o paro-
chizl screola. Tha Liberals g‘lm cane Anto, power in 125% and dacraazed
Lho snbaidige 5o pevochial coneele frow 474 willion #9 £64 million and further paid the
nelarlesn direch o the teachars tathey, thaa 4o the churon who had besn dedneiing 305
2.3 the nas of the chnrek.

Thizs lad to the mmch paedliclaed doeongivabions in Fruoeela
2% yoar snd algo had 41%8 reperoussions in Congo, mostly vla a genoral ppesdad wp
=5 of Cathellie missionsriss and inovessing irritation, ridicule pnd intimidetion of
Frgtestmat slzelon schools asd indigenvus churches. This has digeomraged end frightensd
= G .M 4sechars snd evengeliets in every quartsr. Oonsegnently, they wara urging

. ae Spzrd regpregentatives, to send mors vhite miasioneriss and eninblich more migsion
Lenions and gbep up the mission witnessing program. The Ostholic misnionsrled ave
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niteems sod friendly to onr plselonariss, tut the troaiment of Congolecc leadars and
ssmhe eomld be classed ss parsscution. Certainly they are trying to mndermline our wod

~ANL fjTe

x,
enr woob serions competltion; and if they were not rastrelned by ths governmant,
~v1d 31¥aly opsaly persecuts ne. Wo believo that only the application of the priroiple

of eraaratisno of chmrch and state can solve the problem.

* Balwre we shonld mrge onr wigsicneries and Congoles Christinn lesders to continoed
vy nf fod g Word mod proyer, indueing spiritval growth and matnrlty sad anlargs on
s-2ir abntement of belief sad practice rather than give them one from Awerica to conform



.

to or eritleiza. Personally, I like tho simple statement in tho coastitntion: “The
¢hnroh of Chriast in C.I M. 4g a body of bellevers who have cXparionced forglvensuss of
8lns throngh a redeeming faith in Jesus Christ and having given public testimony to
this felth by water baptiom, have become a part of a locel and worid wido fellowahip
of balievers.®” That mwach they have experienced end 1t is resl %o them That ig eboni
as Iar fga onr Congolee Christians have progressed. Ask them abowt tho ingpiration of
the Soriptwrss, the doctrine of the eternal verities, or other atsfements in onr con-
Tecglons and they roply, "what does the 0.L.M. Church in Americe bolicwvsa¥® Well, this
is vhat be belleve, nt let ns soe what God's word saye ebont 1t and smcek the gnidance
of tha Hely Spirit in the growth of onr spiritnal lives and the producing of a wital

living faith. Ve neod to nledge ourselves to prayer for our sistar chnrch in Congo for
the infilling and gnidance of the Holy Spirit.

TWO TESTIMONIALS

In closing I qmote two testimonials, the one from Mra, Coxill concerning onr misvionaries;
and the other from an A.P,O.M, missionary regarding onr native Pastor Kagadl Matthias:

*We have known the C.I.M. for many years; we have always had a very great regard for the
gunality of yonr work and for the sincerity and ability of yonr missionaries. In the
sarlier years you were weak on your medical work, btmt we have been delighted to see

how that has bdsen dnilt wp, The Comneillors who have attended ths C.P.C. mestings hava
alwvays been thonghtfvnl men ready to pull their welght and have taken an active part in
the discnssione and made a helpfnl contribmtion to the devotional part of the gatherlngs.,
We pErticnlarly ramember the mmsical services of Mr. Barlkman. My husband alwaya spoke
80 highly of the qnality of yonr tmilding work and I remember that after the Comte de
Beanffort when he was Provincial Governor, had passed throngh your area, he told my hus-
band that Mokedi wvag one of the most beautifnl and well built stations ho had evar seen.
I regrei to say that I have never visited your Field myself btnt for years I corresponded
with Irms Birkey and followed ail your activities wlth the keenest 1ntorest-®

®A real spiritual feast was glven ms by Pastor Kasadl Matthias of our aeighdowring migsion,
the Congo Inland Migsion. He is a rether tall man as compared with tha average Congolesze
of thies area, slim of bulld, intelligent, with a rare spiritusl zeal for his owa people.
He wee here for two weeks, talked and preached to the most advanced intellectmally and
socially as well ag financially, and also to the childrem in all our sthools. In every
cesn, he was roceived with respect and many came forvard to recommit thamgelves anew,
while others decided to accept Christ for the first time. I have never met a man any-
whers whoss quiet dignity and power im preaching the Word of God impressed me more."



