Congo Tnland Mission i
Me. H. A, Driver

231 Hively Ave.

Cikhert, Indimna

Daer Collesgues:

Greetings {rom Congo. This is my week for raporting. I will begin with Friday,
Febyusry 5 where Brother Haxtzler left off.

Febyvary §, Friday: Ueft for Kikwit via aixr in small plane sbout i/2 hour hehind

schedule. Feavy rain duwxing the nite. Flighi over
mourtainous terrsin, spavsely setiled country. Thoughts while flying--Africe,
plece where sgoe craves acceptance. Whet more? Who knows? Are we sure we know
what Africe needs most? What about self-confidence, liberty, healith, self-
respect, helug sccepll, vemaining unmolested? She does not need nor could she
adapt to ouxr speed, complexiiies, and new pagsnism! Whst is the Gospel to this
people? Colox, climate, conturies of injusiices, have dramatically and indelibly
engreved conseq vences thet ove removed only fragmentarily by forgiveness by grace.
Remexbrance of suppression overshadows current goodwill and spiritusl concern. The
burning desire for acceptonce and status -- can this be met by the gospel?

Plane landing. Met by Uncle Frank and Allan Wiebe. Started
inwediately for Kikwit, had dinner with Ermest Ronk, (Mid Mission} Then 2 stop
at the AU station at Kikwit, Henry Bruek home. Said native is forfeiting
Christianity for civilizotion and liberty since this slso supplies 8 need. Next
stop at Kafumba, Tinner with Haveld Kruger. Fellowship in evening - briefed on
the prophet movement - a fanatical sect, growing, waiting for resurrection of their
legder., Say Jesus rose for the white man but this men for the black who will then

couse that whitss will be subordinate to black race. Appears to be another ex~
pression of deen desire for black supremacy.

Febyuary o, Saturday: Treveled most of the day, arriving at Kandale sbout 3:00 p.m.
Had lunch with Jim Berische. In evening met with station

lzaders informelly, Asked such gquestions ss: "Do you know sbout the men who are
working vs evengelists (ecetechists)? Can you help us in this respect financislly?”
We gshed: "Hew do you understund the matier of independence cof the chuxch?” Answer-
ad: “"So far az church is concerned, not locking for independence, not concerned
short thet now but do went politicsl independence.” Another question centered
grovnd ihe Iden of how thay could get assistence te mske meney, also desire fox
=ore schoeoling, Clais Cathellce do better. Had lunch mith Kownelis Unrau and

1ee Unruh - fellowship.
Febguary 7, Sunduy: Short went with Peter Fplk to two regional centers - spoke
sk at both. Allsn and Orlsndo Wiebe and Troyexr went to Kemayala
for gservices. fwrisler rempined with Kendale church, Met with the Afxicsn brethren
sonin at 2:00 pom. Questions Ingluded(}) Whst mbout the letter sent to the Board
from there? (lavelving VPeter Falk). Vernen angwered this was a mattexr of admin-
fstrstive precedure sud geve no snswer. (2) FPresented the metter of sclico! for
thelr srves heyoad the fivsy {ive gredes, Digeussed pro snd con but no speciiic

Gepwloe ut 4:700. Hartezler wes to presch but becawe i1l with
eeach ursel. ete., und Showi substituted at the last minute, [unch with Kernelis
ot Codme. Iu evenlog had devetional snd fellowship at Jim Berisches with all the
sefansriss. Oiscussed the further preblems of transfer of rights and ownership.
rondsle missionaries are open and wiiling = problem iz how and how fast - and to

whnt extent,

(over)



February U, Monday: Left Kandale 8:00°AY
X < Dinner with ﬂal?f@1 ,;:itnk. Walkaed over stotion. Saw
ST, Herto Mangold, guest house, dispensawy, orphsns, Evis Birky, and then
started for Kejiji. Arrived Kejiji ebout § F.M. Lunch at school with the
st§ff. Shor? spoke to ¢hildyen for evening devotional; Wiebe to the older
children. Discusserd with Kajiji staff various problems such ss - need

for science leboratory, matter of stsff, ervangement for Junior and Senior

year.

vebrusxy 9, Tuesdsy: Spent night at Kijijl, chapel in morning by Troyer =and

Bfor Kamayala. Arvived ahout 11:45

A

dha vl s

Wieba. OStiopped at AMBM, Kejiji hospital, saw Dy, Schmidt ~

building e new hospitel of 60 bed capacity. Left for Kamayaim 9:50 A.M, and
errived 12:05 P.M. Dimmer with Erma Birky end Mary Epp. Visited the Laper
Colony (9C lepers), and then 8 meeting with the Kemayala lesders.

Leaders said hoven't wented independence of the church.
Didn'{ even want te khesr about it, but there appenrs to be no choice. Know
there willbe problems.when it comes. Belleve God belongs to all- independence
or not, Said would continue with the Lorxd's work. Said independence alrady

hes come &s a vesult of the work of missions. Sowe people thought independence

ceze 85 a result of the presence of white people but they did nct feel so
gund if snyone promoted such on idea they would put it down. However, they
plan nel to pey ‘axes until white govexrnment is past, Do not believe fhis
effects the work of the church. Suggested that if one path does not work they
will tyy anciher. Asked if they still needed the sexvice of missionsries,
they veplied - "We don't want to do our work alone, Want to work together.
Don't went independence to extent of going it alone. Something heavy -see it
e ground--not heavy--put it on shoulder, then see how heavy? Ssaid msy have
s chaulfer's license ~ but will he get there? We are ready to be taught -
don't know everything. We ave willing end telling you to stay and we want to
werk together.™ Asked te comment on the integration plam snd said - "don't
have definite thonghts sbout it." Seemed they didn't comprehend its content.
©aid would like more missionsries. "Why don't you send more?"

In the evening wet with all missionaxies at Exma Birky's
ad ¥ary Epp's home, Discussed attitude of missionaries towsrd new program
{ integration. Seemed very wholeszome, Also meniioned problem of immorality
th older orphans. Some 20 dismizsed to fathers, other relatives, end to
seinols,  Slept ot Kemayala, Observation: missionaries appeercd wiiling o
caoperete with integration program.
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Fehrusry 10, Mednesdsy: Lleft Kamayals about 8:00 A.M., arrived Kandole et

12:00 nooun. Lunch at Folks, then off to Mukedi. Rained
miled, found tree in vesd; srrived D:30 P.M. Supper on porch of old Henry Koser

ome with 1] wmissionaries. Evening prayer meeting with missionaries, then

ceeting with Kezsdl snd Ngougo David. Genersl discussion on how they felt shout

ehureel independence, Attitede wholesome. Srid needad the church in the States
and wisclonncies for some time. Not clesr on defining in whet respect. Feel
ehurch must o on regexdless of polfiticsl independence. Went continued help,
however Kozetl remarked -~ “Joshuo wes wot particularly noticed until Moses

14 !
Gign,

wonrnnry 11, Thursduy: Sreskfast 6:15 AM,; Chepel at 7:00 AM. Official
FODTRIEY 22, JNDERUSY welcome by the looal ﬂﬁk:;i church, Ellis Gerber said
sn the path "Afrviecons deslire 9 notive 1‘ ﬂﬂ".ﬂh‘i"‘ and a church laader
cesothing tike o bishop at howe. Ssld the church raised the cetechists pay -
pow cehvren box ie emply end are ssking fo more subsidy from states,"

- gcontinued -



February 11 at Nukedi - continued Reuben Short

T in

Intégration ‘Committee mét 'at"8:30 A.M."
members from the Statesd, A. Niebe,'J.
Kabate Andre'; Falanga'Rl{,

Present were the delegation
‘Bertsche, G, Rocke, F. Enns, V. Sprunger,
Kidinda'David, Ngongo Dsvid, Kazadi Mathew.

Meating opéded with a devotionsl by Hertzlidr ond prayer by Hartzler

and Ngonga. After introductory remarks by Allan Wiebe and Sprunger, men began
to comment,

Comments of Kidinda David -~ "Do not live in immediste ares - 60 miles from

Mukedi, Have heard people talk but people have said
no matter what happens - will not chase out the missionaries. They speak the truth.

If see some missionaries not helping them, they wish they would return to the
States, General desire is they wont the missionaries. Disturbed becsuse mission-
aries have not given them adequate place and status. Leaders in Catholic church

bave given more status. Protestants sre called Ass't pastors so are not given
recognition by the state like the Catholics.

Corments of Kazadi (Immediately following) - People in general look to state

leadership to see what they are doing for them,

likewise the church, People asking them how, what they will do if the missionaries
leave?

A, Wiebe - "Do people in genersl compsre Catholics end Protestants?”

Answey - lazaiilnlﬁradl li::ionlildn-llit«t:ught thelﬁdﬁliivérffuell.;uln the
--- -selaction of leadership, people recognize his authority on -the
Bible, But in establishing leadership in the eyes of the state, Catholics have

done better. Ilave friemnds in Cstholic church .and cen note a difference. We desire
status that will qualify us to be Tespected leaders im the Catholic church -area.

Kidinda Devid - Wemt to add there sre individual Protestants who have not finished
prescribed work. But sre doing well with politics. Example -

know one who only finished 4th grade. Feel people who have not had training

doing same work should have status, Feel that authority end position of Catholics

will remsin sbout the same. [lsve only onme person in this new government so far who
is 2 Protestant.

Kzzadi - Envisions difficulty in the political change. Catholics delight in

persecuting Protestents regardless of law, But because church is built
on Jesus Christ, do not fesr the outcome,

Jim Bertsche - Mentioned significance of status in Belgium. Protestants must
estsblish thorough Seminary work to cope with the Catholic program.

Kezadi - No further question, Desire is to establish our leadexship. Have taken

the Gospel to majority of the people snd now need s better trained
lﬂr!erlhip. ' ] ' Pt baomtond
AU I i ; ' F I 3 | el ¥ 1 1.-||-
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Allsn Wiebe proceded to ‘review the sdmfnistratfon program 'as ‘establlshed by the
Field Committee and opproved in E;}g_pipﬂl_hpy__tﬂro Boexd, . .,

T ""t,’l-

( over )



February 11 at Mukedi - continued

10:30 -- 12:15 took a walk sround the station, E.A.P. School, Primary School,
Carpenter Shop, 8ible School, Hospital, 01d and New Church.

FLASH: Mutena announced that Kazadi bhetter not meet with us st Mutens,

because of accusation he or sons were involved in burning of a
Mutena area village and killing about 8 occupants and wounding others.

Necided that 2 committee of Rocke, Sprunger, Troyer and Short meet privately
with Kezadi end discuss the matter with him,

Feeting with Kazedi at 5:15 p.m. Troyer presented the matter of ihe problem
of meeting with the Field Commitiee at Mutena under the circumstances,

Kezedi replied: "Debtors" was his subject in America, People in Congo
respected him and he had a responsibility. Am unhappy

becsuse not s person knows about my participation in a fight there, Day it
occurred went with Herold Grsber to another village - plead with people not
to participate in the fight. Harold was with him when he plead with them.
Took some people home, fed and slept them. At 9:00 P.M. hesrd guns and saw
fire. Asked permission from Stete men to go talk to Christians not to fight.
Feople of both tribes were filled with hatred. Day of fight, I was at my
howe with family, Next A.M. early, State man called soldiers. Fighting

was two miles away from Kazadi home. His name was not originelly mentioned.
Ask sbout guns. Checked to see if his was fired night before. State man said
ck. But sfter pslaver, then s aid I waes in the fight. State man checked again.
Some days later local judges called a meeting, called Kazadi in. Native judge
said JO people said he was seen st fight. MNentioned people who were there.
The peole told the State man he brought 3 guns from America - the kind you
stick in the ground and shoot. He J0ld State man he w83 in work at Charles-
ville for 40 years, never took o case to law, had 18 Luluas working for him,
16 feered when this hsppened, and I went with them to their home, two stayed
w#ith him. Also one of my dsughters married a Lulua,

SBut people made a list of people to be killed and Kszadi was first on the
list. Because of the affeir, went to see the State man at Luebo. State man
encouraged him to returm to normsl life. Now swaiting an answer. HNajority
of Mutens eve Lulues, Luluas tried to kill the Balubas at Mutena, thus the
Balubas left Nutena. If they chased out men who had no affair he can under-
stand why they do not went him around. Do hove heaviness -- mot for self but
for work of Christ. State masy teke me but problem will be settled at
judgment. Do not feel free for Lulua's ere trying to take my life. Would

be 311 right to hold meeting in Baluba area for a custom not to kill in some
cthar's house, Attempted reconciliation with his enemies but unsuccessful.

Evening meeting: With local leaders and agsin with committee. Planned agenda

B for the meeting of the field committee snd also decided we
should meet nt Cherlesville instead of Mutena - this to be arranged, if possible,
feeling we should heve Kezadi with us.

IVPRESSTONS: T1°11 wait until T see the rest of Africa. So far it has been

o wonderful education snd a growing challemge. Africa wants to be
recognized, She is determined and will fight if necessary. The church would
then be involved, We need to proy for sn orderly trsnsition to self-determin-
ation and freedom, It Jooks like we will need to do more in the field of
higher educntion,

]
Sincerely.  crusEN snorT
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Dear Friends:

Following is a brief summary of my trip to Africa up to the present, I am at
Leopoldville, it is morning, rained about all night, and is still raining. Weather

is hot and humid. Have about L5 minutes until our next meeting, I will give you
the events as they happened day by day.

January 286 -

Very foggy at home. Called airport at Toledo. Planes grounded. Called Toledo

weather bureau. No prospect of being better for Jan. 29 departure. Talked with
Vernon Sprunger at Elkhart office and decided to go by train to New York to make
sure of departure from there the next day. Took evening train from Toledo, Ohio.

January 29 -

About 2:30 A.M. the New England States train (in which I was riding) was rammed by
the Twentieth Century limited near Westfield, N. Y, I was riding in the rear car
(fortunately) and was not hurt but stranded. Only two rear cars of the train were
not derailed and a few baggage cars and engine in front. No one seriously injured.
We were left stranded until another engine was sent out from Buffalo. Got to
Buffalo about 10:30 A.M. when we should have been in New York City by B8:4S A.M.

Car had no heat and no food. Finally had lunch at about 12:00. Sent a wire to
Vernon Sprunger from the train but learned later he never got it., What to do?

I was certain I would miss the afternoon flight for Africa. Checked about flying
out of Buffalo to New York but foggy there and was told no flights. Relax, brother -

might &s well reconcile yourself to doing next best. Got into New York about
7:45 P.M. Plane left about L:00 P.M.

Jamuary 30 -

Had a room at the Commodore Hotel for the night. Called the Pan-American airlines
and made arrangements for leaving Sunday moming 10:00 A.M. by way of London, then
to Brussels, to Kano Nigeria, to Leopoldville arriving Tuesday morning about

9 o'clock. Spent Saturday getting my tickets rewritten, then took a sightseeing
trip through Chinatown, the bowery, Wallstreet, the Piers, Statute of Liberty, and
spent several hours at the United Nations. Heard a discussion of the Economic and
Social Security Council. It was time well spent and especially gave me a chance to
relax after having emerged from a touch of flu just before leaving.

Jamuary 31 -

Had to miss church. Went to Idlewilde airport arriving about 8:00 A.M., Picked up
passport and visa left by Sprunger and checked in for the flight., Everything in
good order. Took a luxurious jet to London. About 1LO passengers, sat fifth seat
from rear, excellent view, travelled 29,500 ft. high and arrived in London in 6
hours 10 minutes. At 2:30 Ohio time it was pitch dark, (London is 5 hours faster
than Chio) Was taken to the Skyline Hotel, courtesy of Pan-American - had free
room. HReturned at B:00 A.M., for start to Brussels, Changed at Brussels and was
off for a long flight to Leopoldville by 12:50 P.M. Brussels time on February 1.

February 1 -

Just rode along. Stopped at Lisbon, Portugal, then Kano, Nigeria, then Leopoldville
the next morning about 9:00 A.M.



February 2 -
Upon arrival went through customs,

Kikwit and took cab to Bontragers at Leco, Used some English and sign language to
get around, Cleagad up and took a welcome siesta., In the evening drove around
Leopoldville and just visited. I arrived - a delightful experience.

February 3 -

Brethren Wiebe, Hartzler, and Troyer arrived about 5:00 A.M. from Accra, Rested
until almost noon. Then Bontrager took us through the Leco establishment. In the

afternoon interviewed Dr. Thompson of the Congo Protestant Council. In the evening

Eei ;i;h Dr. Tuttle of Kimpesi hospital. Both visits were high level talks and
elpful.

took Sabena bus up town. Made reservations for

IMPRESS IONS 1

It is far too early to make any evalutations.

to the top echelon administrators. One gets the impression that this is definitely
a crisis time for the Congos. They are not certain what is ahead, are not making
predictions, feel the Congolese are making a mistake by rushing the independence
movement, but find themselves quite helpless in retarding the rapid, self-inflicting
progress of self-determination. At one moment they say this could be the greatest
moment for the Protestant church in Congo and then again - there is pessimism. Here
is where we need to pray - we need to know the mind of God. All feel that this is
the time to stay by the "stuff", move cautiously, practice a non-resistant attitude
which could only incur more vigorous resentment. The African wants total control,
wants to fulfill a long, intense desire for release from inferiority, wants to hold
position, to have a feeling of respect and admiration. In this burning desire for
emancipation, he is bombarded with a growing materialism, a fragment of education,

rumors about Western culture but hampered with various inabilities to attain what
sounds like heaven on earth but isn't even though he doesn't know it.

We are still at Leopoldville listening

Looks to me like we will be most useful to them as they .see a need for our presence
and services and request the same. We camnot impose our culture nor our faith upon
them. We will need to make them desire it. This takes a high quality faith and

practice. WILL WE BE ABLE TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE? This is a test of our faith and
effectiveness in making it contagious.

We are in no immediate danger and have not had a chance to get on the mission field
pTOpEr.

Sincerely for Christ,

Reuben Short



November 27, 1939

. L. E, Troyer, Mesdows, T1lineois
. Reuben Shert, Archbold, Ohio

R. L. Hortzler, Bleomingten, Illineis
Orlondo Wiebe, Omaha, Nebraska

rn Brethren:

Aﬂ;'rdllg to the Minutes of the Executive Committee in Chicago on November 7, the

delegation that is to go to the Congo must needs be moking plomns end srrengements
f ir depsrture.

'* 1d very much like to kmow ss te your possibility of leeving by Februsry 1
s\ little ecrlier them that, pessibly during the lost week in Jenuory,
A Segge

ggested schedule would be to lesve Chicege on Februsry lst; Spemd three or four
deys im Liberic or Ghems; them two or three days in Leopoldville, before proceeding
| Congo Inlend Mission field.

y the first week on our mission field we would meew with the Field Council,

cens ond missionories, to present the problem ot hend; nemely, the integration
fssion und chuwch,

i
o

The sanusl CPC meeting (Congo Protestont Council) tekes plosce in the Duksve sres
enLeke Kive from Febrwery 16 - 23, It would be possible to go by cor frem Tshikepe

to '\ Dykevs where there are hotel sccommodotions snd from which peint the CIC conference
coudy be zttemded for & couple of days.

U returning to our CIN fleld two men could spend o week ot one station and twe
(3 ther station, after which » tour would be srrumged to include the Kwengo
stotions snd Ecole Belle Vue. ¥e would then meet with the Field Council agein as
we did in the beginning "ut this time we would sttempt to vesolve the questions
ind problems thet were presented in the first meeting and ony others thet might

be thought of Juring this time of visit. Our mission then being fulfilled, we would
start homeward,

The following points arve tions #s to stop-overs enroute home eond we would
like to have your commentis in regsyrd to your interest im these pleces. FPerhaps you
hove other pleces you would like to visit which ere not mentioned heve. Our suggested

stor-overs include: Caive, Beirut (Holy Lend); Athens, Rome, Switzerland, Frankfurt,
Brussels end Londom,

Some steps thet need to be teken core of: 1. Get your pessport in order or, if

you have nome, epply for one. The quickest way to get o possport is to go in persoms
to the Posszport Division st 219 South Clerk Street, Roowm 252, Chicage. You must ke
your birth certificote wnd someone not reloted to you who has known z;l at leest three
yesrs. You con slse spply st your local Cownty Clexk's office but they uswelly work
more #lowly.
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ceees ifricon Delegation:V. 3. Sprunger 11-27-59

You will need no viss for Eurepe or the Holy Lind, A visa will bhe needed

for esch Africen country visited. It is, therefore, necemty for vs to
decide which Africen countries we went to visit.

2. T om enclesing an Intewnational Certificste of Veecinvtion. These
“re essential for your trevel mo motter where one goes outside of the
USA, You will need 2 smallpox veecination which com be hed from smy

doctor but the cexd must be stamped by ¢ Government heelth officer.

Yellow fever inoculetion is @#lse o requisite. This iz not givern everywhere
but cem be ebtuined in Chicege, Kensas City end Elkhaxt by appointment end
by special srrungements ot other places since whem this vescine is opened
the individual must e present so thet it can be used immediately. Other
imounizotions desireble might be cholers, typhoid, tphus ond tetsnus.

I shell be glad to hesr from you concerning emy questions yov may have
ond we shell try to furnish you the proper answers.

The first information I will meed is your acceptonce of the date of
| ] departure omd the nemes of smy Africon countries you would like te visit

wmd 21se smy alterstions which you might have te suggestion in the step-
overs in Europe.

@ Very lllﬂt_ll! yours,
U Vernon J. Sl!lil’ll'

Asst., Executive Secretary
~  THE CONGO INLAND NISSION

\[  VISidey

Cnes

P.5.: You will tlse need pessport photogrsphs end we suggest you heve dbout
two dozen so you will haove them us needed for vise spplicutiomns, etc. ete.

The enclosed blue sheets give you information sbout passport spplicstions
md requivements for photos, etc,




QUR PROGRAM, FINDINGS, AND DRECISIONS

By Reuben Short

"It was the influence of the missi
us to this point", commented Pastor Kegzadi.

lmasdiately we pondered, “What point?” Less than ten yosrs ago, nultie
Hingual, multi-tribel, under-developed, end relutively 1lliterate Africa wnme pive
-ng Mttle thought to any form of independenue, Status, self-dotermination. and
indigenuity, although burning desires, were dim visions of the best dyeamers.
But now, with e suddennvss, as of the bright equatorial sun darting %o sarth
through & break in the clouds, there appeared to be light, MNot a olear vialon,
but ons merred end strained by the encumbrande of unshmokled decire olothed in
adolescence, Adolescence in experience, in thought, eand the faot that youth with
that slight oxposury to the "magie" of lmowlodge end its use, drametically drives
the adult to a galt beyond his ebllity to comprohend. Emenclipstion! Froedaom ]
In<da~pend-gnce! From this point on - @& now look at the world, and 2 new look
from the world, Whet will it be like? It oouldn't be worse that tha past or
presont - =zo why not rush to its eschievement,

In the middle of this mission mnd misalonary orsated uphesval is the
migsionary. Uehind the scens, but direotly and irdirectly responsible is the
church of Jesus Christ et large. Thle ochurch, broken into segments by a veriety
of ereeds and correcponding ocultures, finds in hand e product of her cwn making
that camnot ethically be abandoned=-nor would she desire to do =mo.

Ths Congo Inland Mission, only one segment of the universal church,
alerted to thie ripening of the frult through the missionaries on the field,

current evertz, and close lission of mission and field, plemned an approsch to
neintein orderly step with developments,

on and tho missioneries that brought

Pre-plenning

Missicnaries with oorresponding African respresentatlon formulated and
agroed oz = plan of mission-churoh iotegration and indigenization. The Congo
inland Wission board, appraised through the proper officlals of the developrnent,
edopted in prineiple the plar submitted, and authoriced a delegatlon of board
nenbers who wers to go to the African field to diucuss, modify- if necessary,
and officislly adopt the plean in & pre-planned suwmmlit mesting constltuted of
en lmtepratsd Lody of African, missiopary und authorized board members.

Jrientetlon for such &n lmportsat meeting was deslrable and necessary
for sxcelispce in schievement. A climute of prayer was establlished ameng
[fricens. missioneries and the Congo Inland Miszion constituency. Misslonariea

nd pfrieceps femilimrized thenselves formally and informally with the issuea.
fre mnerd delegeation wae Briefed with literasture, historloal, ourrent snd other-
wise - & TLour wes sarefully plamned. ~ :

The tour iwiluled u sntop &t Aoere, @& couple hours with Dr. Beeta,
aresidect of the thsslogiecel school, University of Uhapajy soveral hours with
the #ev. Chester Juap, flgld secrebery of the Amerioun Baptist mizeion,
[eapoicvilie; several hours wilth Ur. Thompson, exscutive seorelary cof the Congo
proteatert Counall, leopoldville; en evenlog with Dr. Clenn Tuttle of Kimpese:
stépa vt a Mid-salagion stotion, end with the Mennonite Brethren at Kikwlt ard
falfimba. Theso iaformative vtops were moet stlmulative wnd onlightening. Fram
e re the tour led o Lhe stations.

Advencs plancing had the deleogation vielting the stalilons of Kandale,
Kamoynin, end Fajljl before a pre-sumalt meeting with the inteprated administrate
tye reemibtee st Mukedi, Then the obher sbstions wore visitoed with the sumnid

5 A
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meeting in Tocus for Charlesville,
without deoviation fram purpose.

There was ono mejor purpose = that of effeoting some kind of mission-
ohuroh program relevaut to the ohanging times in Africm. This took precedente
to all other metters which were not necessearily insignifiocant.

1t was deoided that the delegation should meet with every ohuroh counei]
on each station. Lisoussion should cemter around the main theme of the new role
of the church and miesion and the proposed plen. Rov. Troyer, president of the
board was to introduce the purpose and moderate the disoussion.
was always chosen to interpret.

Another step was to meet with each statlon miselonary body to discuas
the plan and new role of the missionsry. In each instance thare was also that
special time of spiritual fellowechip when one of the board delegation lesd in
@ time of devotion, challengo, and prayer. Those were blessed and fruitful
hours. Time and ciroumstamce limited the privete fellowships which would have

been so helpful te all comcernod. These wera 1nserted at odd moments as a
parenthesie to ths main business.

At each station, especimlly over weekends, there was e acattering out
to The regional and willage ohurches with & time of gethering at the stestion for
&t least one main service for exohenge of greetinge and spiritual fellowship-
There was usually good attendance to answer the question = "Vho are these strunge
creatures called board members who have so much wisdom?"

The plan was followed with preoision end

One miss ionary

Orientations and obeervations

The ohuroh meetings tended toward a gensral pattern which became in-
creesingly evident as we travelled along. We list a few items whioh obviously
served as orientation data for the group.

1. The station delegetions wers samewhat oblivious to the proposed
mission~ohurch integration plan, OStations like Kandale, Kamayale,
end Mutena reglastered little apparent enthusiasm or oraving for
more chureh independence than what was already practised. This
mey be aocounted for in that these arcas are not quite as ad-
vanoed educationally by the presence of institutions making
such education possible.

2. There was soméwhat of 2 universal appeal for additional subsidy
funde for tho operation of the church, Additional funds were
desired to relse the pay of the catechists who are now receiving
from 135 to 300 francs monthly. This plea was voioced moat
vigorously at Mukedi whore current momthly expenditures were
25,000 francs against an average ohurch income of 18,000 francs.

3. There was a common desire and appeal for more status for the
Africen pastor. One got the impression that status was defined
in terms of label rather than qualifiocation,

li. BEapecielly noticeable among the younger aspiring leadership wes
the united voice for sohools of higher training, namely seeond-
ury schools, and on the ocollege level.

5. There was & noted, identifiable pulse beating vigorously for
emansipation from paternalism to the stutus of equality defined
in terms of nothing less than full partneraship and eventual
complete independence.

6. There was unanimous socord in wanting the missionaries to re-
main indefinitely end that more be sent,

7. The conference leaders felt they needed ocouncel on how to
solve thelr tribal tensions,
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Local problems were frequently injoeoted, ;
- perhaps with the thought of
bypassing looal and mission authority but those were reedily roforred to the

proper aduinistrative ochannels for orderly implemsntation,

Parenthetical svente

Earﬂuth-.rbinll events like village visits, rogional mestings, roasdeide
crieg of "in-de-pen-dence", conversations with informed missionmeries, cocasionel
briefings from Africans through the mediuwm of translstion, nnd informel visitas
with state mon pointod up the prevalling spirit of freedom., Political partiecs
wore already tourin; the country in cera soliciting support and promising the

most certain utopla. The atmoephere was filled with expectation and in spots
with tribal tension,

Violence had beon subdued by the Belgisn militia but there was the mute
svidence of bitter feeling in the burmed out village just outside Charlesville.
It also appeared in the partially empty clessrooms of Tshikeps, Mutens and
Charleeville. Unique was the incarceratiom of 5 villege ohlefs responsible for
some of tho rioting who later were ministered to in the jail in a spirit of
love by thoir intended viotims. What a demonstration of the Love of God eand the
Sermon on the Yount application!

Elations of achlevement were noted at the dedications of the Mukedi
hospitel, the Mutera maternity, and the Banga churoh, Afriocans appeared in
wass {rom long distances, dreased in lively, gay ocolors to dedicate mnd celebrate
the cpening of these gifts of love, Only the most inhman eould steand ummoved
by such moments, Through these edifices human neods of a variety of sorts
could be satisfied. The Africen appeared highly elated and apprecietive....
Donoks would have been thrilled with their investment in human life,

Each of the above parentheses contributed to a knowlsdge of African
life. Esch pointed toc tho necesaity of developing Afriea for the Africans in

the framework of am African adapted Christian culture besed upon the redemptive
sconcay of Jesus Christ,

The summit meeting

The enviromment of political independence was amnounced to beogin on
June 30, 1960, "After June 30", one Afriesn remarked to Rev. Busse¢ll Sohnell,
"l sm going to sleep in your bed", He was only one of meuy who had cimiliar
thoughts about independence.

The mission progrem appeared to bue on schedule, The delegation trip
for the mission~integration conference swemed to bte timed with precision =
that's the way God works, There had been emough violence aad propogends to
make this move real to all. Now the stmosphorc was qulet even though not
eltogethor clear. Everyone was in a mood to mot in what appeered to bs the
revesled will of God for the moment.

The Congo church was already quite indigenous, The chureh wea largely
responsible for the cholce of pastors and catechists, for the designation and
psying of saleries, for the ohurch disoipline mnd poliey of promotionm.

A more soute problem confronted the educational and medioal departments,
L funstionable program of partnership comtrol snd implementation with a majority
of hfricens and n minority of miseionary control wes deemed mandatory so long
as id 4id not jeoperdize smecreditstion for govermment subsldy. Imperialism
hed had its day, colonialism waes shelved only to be resd about by future
censretions, and now peternalism hed rewched the evening tide of existence.

ide=fire
%111 the new ers be & partnmership, a fraternalism, integration, or a rap
Alsmizasl of all foreign persomnel inmcluding the Christian missionary?
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Accumulated informetion T -
toward some form of inte from the varlous sources along the wey polnted

gration and partn ip, i
to be ohosen by the Afri P orsghip, However, the path wus finally

cén. The stage was net for th W
from the American and Canadia . o drama. Volumes of prayer

ne .
established the atmosphere. onstituenoy, misslonaries, snd the Africen churoh

¥iesionary Jemos E, Usrtsche, serv a
ing wrote = "There oan be no X 10€ 88 aearetary for the summit meet-

question but what the timing of the trilp of tha

Board Delegation was of the Lord's own plamning. It becomes more ang more evident
to us Jjust how happily this trip coinoided with the ovemts of our day here, I
beliove it was at tho strateglc momenmt in the 1ife of our church and the 1life of
the Congolese. In C., I, M. we have kept the initietive; we have kept ons atep
ahead of our Africans; we have Iopt offering what they have not gotten arcund to
asking for, of demanding. This psyohological edge is priceless here im dealing
with the Congolese and it is procisely this edgo that some missions have elready
forfeited through delay, indecision, or umpreparedness,”

Fropositions for deocision

Followlng the procedure of devotional, introductions, a statement by
president of the C., I. M, board, Lotus Troyer, regarding the purpose of the Americean
delegation, & report of the C, P, C. meeting at Kumbyas by Ngendu Leon, and &
sketching of the proposed integration plan on the blackboerd by F, J. Emns,

?mE Sprunger geve an outline of the two primcipal possibilities for imtegration,
namely =

1. “eparste sutonamy by which the ohurch would be turned entirely imto

Congolese hands. The Mission would continue to exiast, ms such, for
the meintenance of medioal and educational work.

2. Total integration of the Uission and the African church whieh would

mean personnalite' civile for the one organization. In this sase
the missionaries would work with the Congolese when and where in-
vited, All mission work would be regerded as the work of the church,

Deolislions

The ¥isclon-iotegration program as previously formulated was smended in
reference to the election of the adminletrative committee., It was deoclded that
the general council be recognized es the body having power to neme the six
members of the acdministrative cammittee. The six mames wlll be presented to
ths home boerd &t Elkhart for fipal approval.

The plen for total integration was unanimously adopted, voting bedy
included Africans, miscsionaries and the board delegation.

The Congolese delegetes submitted four requests, namely -

1. That e doounent be prepared and signed by the American delegates
to commemorate this historic declsion, This was done, properly
signed by the board delegation, and presented et a later
session ss followes

"Be it hereby known that during a oalled Conference
of delegates of Congolese, Missionaries and members of
the Congo Inland Mission Home Board at Charlesville on
February 25-27, 1960, it was unanimously esgreed to
approve snd Bocept the plan of integration as oublined
at the srmuel Fisld Confervnce et Tshikeps, July 28 - Aug. 2,
1959 snd revised per egreement contained in the offlioclal
minutes of this present Conference.

To this end we the undersigned members of the CIM Board
on behslf of the Home Constituenoy pledge continued support
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with
Chu
Con

missionarles end funds as lo
ng 8s mneeded by the Congo
roh and ecoording to the capabilitios of the Home
stituenoy to supply them as the Lord provides

Signeds Lotus E, Troyer, President
Reuben Short, V., President
Orlando Wiebs, Seoretary
R. L, Hartgler, Board Member

2. That eventuelly it be envislonsd that a mission stationm be turnsd
over entirely to a Congolese steff, This would mark a first astep

in the progress of the ohurch toward final autonomy .,

Thet the heavy responsibilities remein, for the present, the

responsibilities of the miesionaries but that immediate atepz be

taken to assure an epprenticeship for competent Congolese in all
areas of work,

4. That mossures be taken to assure & study and drafting of 2 new
constitution of the ohuroh ag soon ae possible. ( A constitution
camittee consisting of Kandha Modial, Kependa Jomn, F, J. Enns,

J. B, Bertsoche, and V, J. Sprunger was appointed and has since
worked this out.)

The board delegates were unanimous in their expression that the houses
constructed at mission expense and vehioles furnished by the mission remain at
the disposel of the misslonaries for as long as the Church invites them to stay
in Congo., The Congolese delepates gave unanimous consent im this regard.
Education of missionary children will also be the responsibility of the board
and the missiorparies,

A new or:anization needed a name, A variety of names were submitted.
Unenimity wes quickly secured for the name "The Evangelioal Mennonite Church of
Congo™. The Congolese expressed a desire to be identified with the Ameriocan
constitusnoy, another indicstion of their appreciation for the help glven them
apd further help antiocipated.

Other matters disoussed and deoclsions made pertained to details and
procedure. The conference olosed with a note of triumph, expressions of friend-
ship snd goodewill, singing s hymn together - emoch in their own langusge, and
preyer. A new page in the development of the church at home snd abroad wes now
written, The enlightened oconsoience of the Churoh of Jesus Christ mt large was
gleeming with joy but also freighted with a new role of respomslibility. A top
level decision weas yet to be mede functionmable. This 1s now the ohallenge end
responaibility to all -- Comgolese, missionarics, and board and the great host
constituenoy-

Thet which 4s in the will of God is funotionmable., "I can do all things
through Christ who strengthensth me”,

5.

== Reuben Short



