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CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOCD CHURCH — SUDAN

INTRODUCTION:

African Independent Churches (A.I.Cs) are the Churches

which ceme as & result of their deep desire to communicete

the gocpel messages 1o the Africen continent. Men andc

women in Africa started to devote themselves to interprete

the Scriptures to their fellow Africans as & SOUrCe of

salvation for each and every one€. galvetion is the only way

to attein the new 1ife in Jesus Christ who came into this

world to transfoirm lives. Mesnwhile We elso have to remind

ourgelves thet orthodox churches or the main live Churches

look down on the Africen Independent churches (4.I1.Cs) as &

deprived Churches full of teboos.

As Africsn Independent Churches (A.I.Cs) we need to

know our present historicel background, where we ceme from

and where we are nNowWe We need to do this to give & cle&r

understanding when we want to talk about our Churches

history. It is very necessary for us as Africans we need

to be awere of how the spirituel churches starts in Africs

end how they grew up., This 1is & challenge to a&ll A.I.C.

Churchese.

The mein ares ol concern which I =ill De writing about

the Christiean Brotherhood Church.

1. The 1ife history of the founder.

5., The formation of the Churche.

. The administretion and orgenizetion of the Church.

4. The beliefs and the teachings of the Chur che
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5. Characteristic features esnd worship styles.

Hopefully this project will reflect positive practicel
awareness for African Independent chur ches. The #.1.Cs
need to consider themselves as equal to their orthodox
Churches because the message of our Lord Jesus Christ is one
and the seme. God's appointed Saviour Jesus gave eternal

galvation to all Africén Independent Churches and the poweT

to proclaim the gospel of selvation. He also is the judge

of all nationse.
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CHAPTER ONE
IDENTIFICATION OF THE CHURCH
Az It was started in 1997 as a result of a split in

the African Inlend Church in Sudan. It was founded by
Bishop Nikolao Oling Andera Vuni. He worked very herd and
devoted himself totally to the work of & new Church after
he had tried unsuccessfully to reconcile the two rivel
wings of the Church for almost 17 years. In actwal fact
ne failed painfully to bring the two wilgs together in
peace end hamony, The Inland Church of tne Suden (4.1.C)
together with some of its Pastors end Eveugzelists esta-

blished the Christien Brotherhood Church. The new Church

began both in Southern Sudan in & plece called Jube end in
Northern Suden in the capitasl city, Kh&rtoum. Bishop
Nikolao and his pastors worked very hard to establish the
Christiasn Brotherhood Church., They preeched the good
news of Jesus Christ to people inthese areas. His
pastors and Evangelists were able to subdue the place all
around with the good News of the gospel. After a short
time the Church star~ted to reach into north, east and
gouth Khartoum. It grew very fast and spread into so

many places in the South and Northern Sudan.

A lot of people had been converted to God and his
determination in his ministry helped him to press hard
his goal to establish the new Christien Brotherhood
Church (C.B.C.). Finally his vision of the work of God
compelled him to come out with the neme of the new Church

(Christian Brotherhood Church). His conviction wag that



P EEEEEE =

S

. |

4.

even though they ceparated from the former African Inland
Church of Sudan they would still be brothers of the Church.
We referred to Gen. (13) (Abram and his nephew Lot) to
explain his conviction that they should not break up
relations. "As brothers we had to settle our conflicts

in a peaceful manner" he seid. 5n Rev. I"ikolao summon ed
all the congregation and explained to them his idea of
taking the decision to separate the Churches as a matter
of fact, he had worked for almost 17 years without recon-
ciliation. Finally, he and all the congregation agreed to
his decision to establish the Brotherhood Church. Rev.
Nikolao &nd his pastors had found peece of mind to serve
God in total freedom and peace. Then he started to meet
the other Sister Churches in the North and South Suden to
explain to them the decision to establish the new Church
of Christian Brotherhood Church (C.B.C.). He explained
this idea to all the Churches end a lot of servants of God
supported Rev. Nikolao's determination to separate. They

wighed him success in his decision.

B: ITS LOCATION;

Christien Brotherhood Church is located in the Sudan.
It has many brgnches. There are gix branches in Khartoum the
capital city of Sudan. One branch is in Gedarief located
at the eastern part anc one 1in Dumazine South East Khartoum.
The Christian Brotherhood Churchhgg an affiliation with the

Christisn Brotherhood Church in Kenya - Nairobi.
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Christian Brotherhood Church is a very young Church. It
has been triving very rapidly internally in number and

externally in the various states of the Sudan from South,
North, East and West. The Church presently hes a center

for heelth car. under construction inKhartoum West "Jabal

Aullia".

C: PRESENT SIZE:

The Church is having about 70 people in some of its
branches and the other branches reached a totel of 120
peop}e 1in Northern Suden. However due to the current war
situation in the Sudasn, a lot of people have fled into the

neighbouring countries for refuge.

D: THE ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOCD CHURCH -

SOUTHERN SUDAN:

It came out from the African Inl&nd Church. The Africen

Inland Church is a name of a . Church in Sudan. It was named
following the way the Church was egtablished. The Church
was independent one founded by Pastor Anderie Vuni the
father of Bishop Nikolao in Opair South East of Joba Town
in Southern Sudan., Pastor Anderia had worked in his area
at Opair moved from door to door preaching the gospel to
people. When the Church started to incresse in membership,

Pagtor Anderia Vuni chose three young men in the Church and

sent them to Zaire (Congo) for training in & Bible School,
emong the three young men was Bishop Nikolac and his elder

brother. After two years when they came besck home Pastor
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Anderia ordinated tnem as Pastors in the Church of
Africen Inlané Church., The Church surprisingly was
extended up to toriet East of Opair and he made

toriat to be & center for African Inland Church

started to flourish quickly to the other places. It
reached up to Juba Town as a head-querater Pastor Anderis
met an Anglican Missionary who had heerd about him end
was looking for him. The Churches worked together with
him for & number of years when the Missionary was
deciding to return to Europe he left all his property to

the Churche. As the Church was extending into various

Regions or states, there arose conflicts between the

leaders and let to gplit.

E: PRESENT LEADER:

The man who founded the Church of Christian Brother-
hood 1is Rev. Nikolao Vuni Anderia in 1997. One thing
about Bishop Nikolao, he put such effort in training his
Pagtors and Evangelists in the Bible., He visits the
Churches and encourages them not to lose hope in what
had happened. He pays visits to houses ot the Church
members when they absent themselves from Church for &
long time. Rev. Niolao always visited the Churches in
Khartoum frequently and spent a long time teaching them
and returned to Juba Town which is a headquarter for
Christian Brotherhood@ Church at the Southern part of
Sudan. He always ordained Pastors and Deacons at the

end and beginiing of the year.
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CHAPTER TWO

ABOUT THE PRESENT LEADER, HIS BIRTH, HIS EDUCATION,

HIS PARENTAGE AND IMMEDIATE FAMILY :

Bishop Nikolao 0ling Anderia Vuni was born in 1938
in Opari South Bast of Juba Town. He is from Madi area
South of Joba located closed to Sudan, Uganda boarder.
He was educated up to high school level.,. He then Joined
& Bible school for two years, graduating in 1957 with &
Certificate in Biblicsl studies. He worked in the Church
for a numnber of years. Then he went for theologicsal
training in Kenye for four years (1966 - 1969) graduating

with & diploma in Biblicel Educetion. He worked in the
Church (The Africesn Inlend Church) until 1997. After

founding the Church of Christien Brotherhooc ne went for
further studies where he studied for twc vears at a
Lutheran Bible Institute (lay ministry training center) USa,
where he greduated with an asgocigte degree in Biblical
studies. After that he continued with his studies at a
RBible Seminary in St. Paul for two yeers and graduated with

Master for Arts degree inTheologicel studies.

HIS PARENTAGE:

Rev. Nikolao was born by Pestor Anderia, the founder
of African Inland Churzh. The mother was also attending
the gsame Church. She was a devoted Christien woman. They

were both from the Madi tribe. PFirst they were worship-

ping in Episcop&l Church.
Pastor Anderia had two sonsg with his wife Rev. Nikolao

end his elder brother Abendzo Vuni both 0f them

are Pastors
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The parents of Rev. Nikolao were opened to people.
They were hospitable and well known for their love of God.
They preached the gospel all over Madi areas. They were
absolutely able to turn the ares upside down with the
gospel. Many of their relatives and friends have turned
back to worship God Almighty in Africen Inlend Church

(A.,I.C.) through their mutuel love they had shovn to

people.

HIS FAMILY:

Rev. Nikolao Vuni married a devoted Christiern women
Mama Taebita Nikolao from the Church of Africen Inleand.
They had seven children all were grown-up. Three daughters
and four sons. They were all marrieds One of his sons
has been ordinéted as @& Pastor in Christian Brotherhood

Church., They were all devoted Christiens in the Church,
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CHAPTER THREE
THE FOUNDING OF THE ChuRCL
A His first Church was African Inland Jhurch. He gerved

in African Inlend Church since he was young. On the other

hand Rev. Nikolao was & prominent leader who stsrted the

Africaen Inland Church with his father who wés

But unfortunetely

Church of

the founder of the Church of (A.,T+Cs s

ne left the Church unintentionally due to some reasons

which let him finally leave the church of (A.I.C.) for

good.

B: WHY HE LEFT THE CHURCH:

Rev. Nikolao left his first Church due to the leader-

ship conflict which had arisen within the Church of

African Inland among leeders who had been enticed by others

to creete misunderstanding in the Church. He had tried

his best to solve the problems but he could not solve it.

At the end he also head lost hope in solving such problems

and decided to leave the Church. It was very hard and

complex problems which could not be solved unless the two

gides confessed to each other. Finelly he hac decided to
go awey and start a new Church by God's grace.

c. WHEN DID HE START:

He started the Church of Christien Brotherhood in

1997, He had worked with his companions. They were able

to found the Church of christian Brotherhood. Not too long

after he left his former Church of African Inland Churche.

He was &ble to start the new Church with an opthimistic
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desire ancé was really able to put the foundation of
Christian Brotherhood Church. He was & man of prayer and
of word. He formed prayer group with the support of his
family. In the process some Pastors from African Inland
Church joined Rev. Nikolao's prayer group. For his
ingpiring preaching a:d effective prayers meny others came
to join the group. He went and asked orthodox Church's
Bishop to allow them to use their temple as a meeting
place, Shortly the number grew larger. As the number kept
increaging he went and got a certain old man who was a land
lord and he explained to him about the situation of the
group. However the o0ld man has given a small sgpace of his
land to the Church to build a temple for a time being,
whenever he might need it he would come end claim it back.
So he built the temple on it and dedicated to the lord and

he started to worship regularly there.

WHAT ATTRACTED THE PEOPLE TO THE CHURCH:

People were attracted to the Church for so many reasorns.
Rev. Nikolao's effective prayer life, his visits and
devotion to duty drew a lot of people to the Church were
also other factors. Also each member of the Church belonged
to a particular society and their functions also attracted
people. For ingtance faith and hope which dwell mostly on
charity eand welfare within the Church. The Womcn Fellow-
ship, Youth Wing, Choirs and the Prayer Warrinrg were
attractive, For these reasons people were uiways seen in

the Church,
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salvationm John 3:16, He was preaching people about the

helieve only in Jesus name for galvation.

members to build a full

WHAT MESSAGE WAS PREACHED

Rev. Nikolao was emphasising on the mess8ge of

plan of God on each and every one whogoever believe 1in

Him shall have eternal life. He was urging people to

He was urging

trust in the Son of God who ever

nelieved in Him shall not perish., This message brought

tremendous hope for people 3and they experience the power

of God in healing.

CHAPTER FOUR

HOW THE LEADWRY Arl CHOGMN

The leaders are chosen in the Church by the Charis-

tians through the Councils anc Synods when they are found

to be punctual and effective 1in service. He or she must

be without blemish in charabter, usually when the lesaders

have observed him or her for & quite long *ime glmost g
couple of two years. He or she must however be trained
with Bible knowledge and an administration skill then

he or she can be appointed officially after undergoing

the above processes as well.

The Church also considers the new Convert as a full

member in the Church when he or she confesses Jesus

~hrist es his own personal s&viour and Lord. After that

she will be taught the Bible knowledge for & period

he oT

of six months and slso he or she lives & good Christien
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life. In addition he/she would be interviewed by the
elders of the Church, He/she can then be baptized and

become full communicent member of the Churche.

b: SERVICES RENDERED BY THE CHURCH:
The Church has & programme of running a heslth centre

and agsisting orphans, The Church organizes a programme
for evangelistic ministry in the prison. Helping to teach
the prisoners the knowledge of God &nd also assisting them

to learn how to read and write.

CHAPTER FIVE
TEACHING ABOUT BAPTISM

fe The Church upholds the treditional or‘hodox evange-
listicel doctrines of the Church ebout baptism. The
institution of Christiasn baptism and thus made it binding
for all the generation as the Great Commission is couched
in the following words: "Therefore go &nd make disciples
of all nations baptizing them in the name of the father
and of the Son and of the holy spirit" Matt 28:15 page
1486 The NIV Study Bible Copy right (C) 1995 by Zonderven

Publishing House. The complementary form "Go into all the
world and preach the good News to &ll creestion" Mark 16:

15-16 page 1528 The NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zonderven

Publishing House. So the Christian Brotherhood Church

- Ly o

this belief that any one who believes in the teaching

vall O

he

tn

mentioned above must be baptized and he shall be saved.

"For GCod loved the world thet he gave his one send only son
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that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal 1ife" John 3:16 page 1595 The NIV Study Bible

1995 by Zondervan Publishing House. Therefore the Church

of Brotherhood (Sudan) operating according to whet the Bible
has said as well as it was the traditional orthodox

doctrines of the Church.

b. THE BAPTISM FORMULA:
The Church is baptizing people who be.ieve in Jesus

christ. The Church believes strongly in the baptismal
formula "I baptise you, in the neme of the father, and of
the Son and of the holy spirit". This means on authority
of the "triune" God sSo every believer of the Christién
Brotherhood Church (Sudan) be baptised in the name of the
triune God. The person who is baptised has been symboli-
cally introduced in the name of Christ that is, he has
become his disciple. He now enters into the fellowship
with Christ. The Brotherhood Church has employed these
words as it was the formula used by Christ or pronounced

by himself @s a meaning of the character of the baptism,

c. THE INSTITUTION OF CHEISTIAN BAPTISM:

The Church is teaching whet they had believed in the
scriptures that baptism was instituted by Christ after he
hed finished the work of reconciliation, He instituted
Christian Beptism and thus made it binding for all the

generation following.
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d. THE MODE OF o APTISM:

The Church usually baptises people by dipping or
immersing them in watei, This symbolizes the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and consequent death and
resurrection of the subject of baptism. The Brotherhood
Church (Sudan) believed very strongly that the baptism by
immersion is the very essentizl thing in the symbolism of
baptism. The real idea for Brotherhood is expressed in
the going down into and coming up out of the water. Such
an immersion naturally involves en actuél washing or

purification of the fellow baptised.

e. THE Church teaches a&lso thé&t the Spiritual bartism
represents regeneration under the figure of dying and

rising again.

It is certainly perfectly obvious as an emblem it
would be as an emblem of the believers dying and rising
egain, This is only a figurative way of representing his

regeneration.

f THE PROPER SUBJECT OF BAPTISM:

The Church intended to baptise only adult believers.
Infants are considered as not mature enowgh *c take
decisions for baptism. Therefore the Brothe-hood Church
(Sudan) insists on baptising only adults. This is
accepted by the Diocessan Synods and the general Sybod

as well,

g, THE CHURCH HAS BELIEVED THAT BAPTISM IS A SIGN AND SEAL:

The Brotherhood Church teaches about a baptism as more

then a sign enc seal, 1t is a means of grace., It
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initiates the mode of grace in the heart but itis s mesans
for strengthening of baptism or it is often expressed for
the increase of the grace., This gives rise to a rather
difficult question in Brotherhood Church., Baptism depends
on the faith of recipient. It is for the seme reason that
infant baptism is not enough. The Church believed thet

infents are not mature enough to reason out facts.

TEACHING ABOUT FAITH:

a. The Church teaches asbout the Christiasn that it is s«
conviction based on confidence in a person and in his
testimony. As such is distinguished from knowledge

regting on personal investigation and the confidence itsel?
on which such a conviction rests., The Church emphasized on
confidence or "trust" is gll important for it, Thus

expresses the idea of faith both in the sens< of asgent to

the word of God and of confident and trustinz in him.
That is to mean a confiding trust or confidence in God or
more particularly in Christ with a view to redemption from

gin and to future blessedness.

b, THE ACTIVITY OF FAITH:

1. The Church is stréssing the teaching on looking up to
Jesus "Jjust as Nouses lifted up the snake in the desert so
the Son of man must be 1ifted up" John 3:14<15 The NIV
Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan Publishing House. 4And fixing
of the eye on him alone. As such this satisfection to which
this concentration tesfifies the emotional element so that
they aan love Jesus with their hearts, minds and souls as

Wello
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2, The Church also teaches sbout the Spiritual hunger and
thrist "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled" Matt 5:6 page 1445
The NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan Publishing House.
"But here is a bread that comes down from heaven which &
men may eat and not die". John 6:50-58 page 1605 The NIV
Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan Publishing House. When one
is reaslly hungry and thirsty spirituelly he feels that some

thing is wanting and lacking in his life and endeavours to

obtain it. 411 this is characteristic of activity of faith.

3., Pinally there are also the figures of coming to Christ
and receiving him as & personal saviour in life yet you
refuse to come to me to have life John 5:40 page 1602 The
NIV Study Bible., If any one is thirsty let him come to me
and drink John 7:37 pege 1607 The NIV Study Bible 1995 by
7ondervan Publishing House. The figure of coming to Christ
pictures faith &- an action in which man looks away from
himself and his own merits to be clothed with righteousness

of Jesus Christ., That of receiving Christ stresses the feith

that is an apparpriacting organ.

DOCTRINE OF FAITH:

The Church of Brotherhood (Sudan) however in its
teaching is assuring that the word "fgith" denotes the
acceptance of the truth on the testimony or in a deeper
sense it includes the idea of self-surrender to the truth.

Faith is always acknowledged to be the prominent means 1in

the aspporpriation of salvation. The Church of Brotherhood



ER R R — T il EEEREEEE=s=--

17-

(sudan) believes thet the demand for faith in Jesus as

redeemer promised anc hope for, appeared as something

charaecteristic of the new age. To believe mcant to become

a Christian and Christ as the proper object of saving
faith and teaches that there is no righteomsness except

through faith "but tl e righteous one will live by faith"
Heb 10:38 page 1870 The NIE Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan
Publishing House. "But by faith Noah when werned about
things not yet seen in holy fear built an ark to save his
family by his faith he condemned the world and becéme heir

of the righteousness that comes by faith" Heb 11: 7 page

1871 The NIV Study Bibtle 1995 by 7ondervan Publhsing House.

Andfaith as the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-

"Now faith is being sure of what

" Heb 11:1

tion of things not seen.
we hope for and certain of whet we do not see

page 1870 The NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan Publishing

House.

b, FAITH AS A CONVICTION BASED ON TESTIMONY AND INCLUDING

TRUST. Christian Brotherhood Church (suden) believed that

faith is used to denote the conviction which is besged on

believing and acceptance of wh&t another person sS&ys oOn

the bagis of confidence he inspires. And this feith end

this conviction is based on confidence often leads to give

-

urther confidence.

c: FAITH AND ASSURANCE:
The subject assurance of faith or assurance of grace

and salvation which consists in a sense of security end
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safety assured conviction thet individual believe¥ 15 God
his gins forgiven and his soul saved, This assurance in
the elect is not the fruit of special revelation but
springs from feaith in God's promises from the testimony of

the Holy Spirit.

THE DOCTRINE Of HOLY TRINITY:

&, The Church of Christian Brotherhood (Sudan) teaches
about the Holy Trinity is the state of being the persona-
lities in one without this. There cannot be religion in

the real sense of the word. No prayer no personal communion
no trustful relience &nd confident hope in God. God is
TRI-personal and this Tri- personsl existesnce is & necessity
in the divine being. He could not exist in any other than

tri-personal forms.

God as trinity simply denotes the state of being three
end when the Church speeks of trinity of God it refers to
a trinity in unity and to a unity that is "trinal" (the

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit in one).

b. The personality of God and Trinity.

The Church of Brotherhood (Sudan) teaches that the
originel form of personality is not man but in God became

God is archetypal while men's is actypeal.
ce THE CHUKRCH OF BROTHERHOOL CONFESSES THE TRINITY TO BE
a mystery beyond the Comprehension of Man.

The trinity is a mystery not merely in the biblical
sense, It is truth which was former.y hiddez but is now

revealed but in the sense that men cannot comprehend it,
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It is just the work of grace of God.

d. THE THREE PERSONS CONSIDERED SEPARATELY:
1. The Father (The first person in the Trinity).

a. The neme "father" is applied to God this neme is always
of God in the same sense of God. The name generally used

to designate the triune God as father in ethical sense of

all his spiritual children.
o, The Son or (the second person in the Trinity)

b. The neme "son" as applied to the second person, The
second person in the trinity is called Son or "Son of God"
as applied to him primarily as an honorary. He is called
the only son. "No one has ever seen God but God the one
and only who is at the father's side has made him known"

John 1:14-18 page 1690 The NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan

Publishing House.

3. The Holy Spirit or (The third person in the Trinity).

a. The neme applies to the third person ofthe trinity.
The Hebrew term by which he is designeted is "ruah" which
mesns (To breath )

The person of the Holy Spirit did not =ppear in a clesrly

describeble person form among men as the person as the

person of this Son of God did.

LORD SUPIrEK:

The Church of Christian Brotherhood (Suden) stresses
the Lord's Suppe: as an act of commemoration &nd Christ is

present to faith of believers. Christ is present in the
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FAITH OF THE BELIEVERS THROUGH THE HOLY SPRITIT, It is

always conducted on every Sunday. Every one who has been

baptised is obliged to take it unless he or she has felled
guilty of & certain sin hidden in him. He cen absent him-
self. The Pastor has to investigate out the reason behind

his absence.

THE SIGNIFICANT.OF LORD'S SUPPER:

8 The bresking of the bread indicetes to breaking of
Jesus body of the redemption of sinners. This important

transaction wes intended to be & sign and must be vigible.

He took the cup of wine, blessed it end gave it to his
disciples, this 1is regarded as essentiel to the ~elebration
0¢ the Lord's Supper. The Brotherhood Churca (Sudan) is

very certain in teaching his people about t'is gsacrement,

b, WORDS OF COML.AND UTTERED:

As the Church of Brotherhood believed that when Jesus
gave the breasd to his disciples He seid take ang eat,
While they were eating Jesug took bread, gave thanks and
broke it and give it to his disciples saying "Take end eat,
this is my body". Matt 06: 26 page 1482 The NIV Study Bible
1995 by Zonderven Puhlishing House. It was not merely
physiceal eating but a spiritual apporpriation of the body
of Christ by feith., It is a comm&nd for the Church of &ll
ages. "And he took breed gave thenks and said "Take this
and divide it among you for 1 tell you I will not drink
again of the fruit of the vine wntil the kingdom of God
comes" Luke 22:19 page 1580 The NIV Study Bible 1995 by

7ondervan Publishing House. wAnd when he had given thanks
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he broke it and said "This is my body which is for you;
do this in remembrance of me., I Cor. 11:24 page 1751 The

NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan FPublishing House.

c. THINGS SIGNIFIED AND SEALEL IN THE IORD'S SUPPER.

It present, symbolicelly the Lord's death the central
fact of redemption.

It also symbolically represent bellevers participeation
in the crucified Christ. In the celebration of the Lord's
Supper the participant is not merely lookinz at the symbols
but receive them and feed up on them. It is also symboli-
cally the death of Christ as the object of faith &and the
act of faith which unite the believers to Christ as object

of feith giving life, strength anc joy to the soul.
Believers are regularly represented in Scripture as heving
their 1ife and strength and happiness in Christ., Therefore
the Lord's Supper has Dbecome & Very important element for
the Church of Christien Brotherhood Church (suden). The
baptised believers have right to participate in the Lord's
Supper and those who are not baptised are not permitted

to partake in the Lord's Supper but to those who hé&ve been
baptised have legitimacy on it, They must teke it on
every Sunday as to remind them of the death and the

resurrection of Jesus Christ the author and the finisher

of the faith.
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CHAPER SIX
HOW DOES THE CHURCH TEACH. ABOUT LsATH AND FUNERAL

1. FPHYSICAL DEATH:

The Church of Christian Brotherhood (Sudan) tesches thet
physical death is the result of enterance of sin into the
world through Adam and Eve. It is the lot of all men and
through fear of it "Just as man is destined to die once and
after desth th&t to face judgment" Hebrew 9:27 page 1868
The NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zon&dervan Publishing House.

Physical death is the separations of the spirit from the body.

It is also spoken of &s putting off a tent a temporary
dwelling place. "Now we know the&t if the earthly tent we
live in is destroyed we have a building from God and eternal
house in heaven built by human hands" II Cor. 5:1 page 1769
the NIV Study Bible 1995 by Zondervan Publishing House.

2. SPIRITUAL DEATH:

The Church of Christian Brotherhood (Suden) is more
concerned about the spiritual death., The Church teaches
thet all men are by nature spiritually death. "As for you
You were dead in your transgression and sin". That is

aliented from God the sources of life by gin insensible to
divine things unresponsive to his laws, This is clear from
the word of Jesus "When they heard this they were amazed.

So they left him and went away". Matt 22:22 page 1472 The
NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishing House "But we
celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was
dead and is alive again he was lost and is found" Luke 15:32

page 1569 The NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishing House.
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s ETERNAL DEATH:

The Church of Brotherhood (Sudan) is also very much
concerned about Zternal death. Those who remain in
spiritual sins death on the Son of God die in their sins.
"Who ever believes in the Son has eternal 1life but who
ever believes in the Son has eternal 1life for God's wrath
remains on him" John 3:16 paege 1996 The NIV Study Bible
1995 Zondervan Publishing House. This is the most
important part thet the Church emphesized on. To teach

the believers about the reslity of eternal death.

b. Jesus Christ has risen from the dead and so overcome
death:

The Church teaches and witnesses the reality of Jesus
Christ that he hés risen from the dead and so overcome
death "And who through the spirit of holiness was declared
with power to be son of God by his resurrection from the
dead Jesus Christ our Lord" Roman 1l:4 page 1708 The NIV
Study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishing House. "I am the
1iving one I was dead anc behold I am alive forever and
ever and I hold the keys of death end hades" Revelation
1:18 page 1926 The NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishing
House. He has abolished death "but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus who has
destroyed death end has brought life and immorts1lity to
ligzht through the gospel" II Tim 1:10 page 1&45 the NIV
Study Bible 1995 Zonderven Publishing Housc. He has over-

come the evil who had the power of death. "Since the
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children have flesh and blood he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who
holds the power of death that is the devil" Heb 2:14 page
1860 The NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishing House.
He ig the new humanity, the first born from the death.
"And he is the head of the body the Church, he is the
beginning and first born from among the dead so th&t in
every thing he might have the Supremacy" Col 1:18 page
1816 The NIV Study Bible Zondervan Publishing House. This
last reference introduces the blessings which come to
believers as the result of Christ's resurrection and

triumph over death.

Incoming of Christ specially in his resurrection.
The eschotogical process has begun and the life of coming
age. The eschotogical verdict has been passed. Believers
have slready passed from death. The conditions of men in
the age to 1ife in Christ the head believers partake of
life in the age to come and physical death is a sleep.
"According to the Lord's own word we tell you that we who
are still alive whoare left till the comins of the Lord
will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep".
I Thess 4:15 page 1826 the NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan

Publishing House, All the second coming of Christ believers

bodies will change and traces of sin morality and death
will remove their death, will be swallowed up in lifel
"When the pericsasble has been clothed with the imperish-
able and the mortal with immortelity then the saying that
is written will come true. "Death has been swallowed

up in victory" page 1760 The NIV Study Bible 1995

Zondervan Publishing House,




25

4. Death of Jesus Christ its meaning to the Believers:

The Church of Christian Brotherhood (Sudan) is more
concerned with meaning of the event of the death more than
with the circumstances theat caused the event when Jesus
first introduced the subject of his deasth. That his death
has got a8 significent meaning in our lives. It gives us
evidence of eternal life, "From that time on Jesus began
to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem

and suffer many things at the hand of elders, chief
priests and teachers of the 1law anc that he must be killed
and on thethird day be raised to life". Matt 16:21 page
1463 The NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishirz House.
Jesus spent more time with the disciples, he spoke not only

of kingdom but also of himself specially thec death he must

die,

a. The significenteoif the death of Believers.

The Church of Brotherhood teaches that Bible speaks of
physicel desth es & pumishment. "For the wages of sin is
death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord" Roman 6:23 page 1716 The NIV Study Bible 1995
Zonderven Publishing House. Since believers are justified
however and are no mcre uncer obligation to render any
penel satisfication. It is guite evident thet for believers
the penel element is removed from death they as requirement
of convenient of works or as a condemning power. Since they
heve obtained & complete pardon for their sins Christ

became & curse for them and thus remove d the penalty of sin.
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FUNERAL:

When a member of Christian Brotherhood (Sudan) dies the

entire Church has to donate to the deceased's family or

parent (Some emount of money thst can help them to spend on

the funeral days)., For an instant food for those who are

coming from their various homeg to gttend the funeral.

ourners to

Tec and Coffee should be prepared to help the m

spend the sleepless evening and through oul the days of the

funeral. The Pastor in charge will arrsange evening service

programme to encourage the deceased family and relatives

with the word of Gode

TPhe Church of Christian Brotherhood has many duties

during the fune =l days. The Pastor in ch&rge in the area

of death has to mobilize the youths end preachers to hold

over—night prayers until the 1ast day of the funeral (at

every time until the lnst funeral dey is announced) .

New Birth and Qut-dooring:

Also Christian Brotherhood church (Sudan) has special

consideration for the women who deliver new babies. The

Church has to contribute for them some emount of money 1in

order to help them buy for their new babies their needs

( Towel, Bathing soap, Washing soap and sO on). These are

the important occaslon for the Church of Christian Brother-

hood (Sudan). It is a way of love and unity of the Church

that is always practised since the predeccessors of the

chrigtian Brotherhood choreh (CoB.C.)e
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CHAPTER SEVEN

WORSHIP STYLE

The Church of Christian Brotherhood worghip in a

contemporary African style with a lot of singing and

drumming. Some people dance and clap their hands. As

it was commanded "preise the Lord with the harp make music

to him on the ten-stringed lyre sing to him, a new song
play skillfully and shout for joy" Psalm 33:2-3 page 810
of the NIV study Bible 1995 Zondervan Publishing House.

The use of music in Worship Services:

The Church of Christién Brotherhocd (Sudan) uses

nusical instrument and drums to worship God. Because

God has created music to be used for his worship. "Sing
for joy O heavens for the Lord has done this, shout a
loud or earth beneath burst into a song you moun tains
you forests end all you trees for the Lord has has
redeemed Jacob he displays his glory in Israel" Isaish
45: 23 page 107 The NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan
Publishing House and 4also an other complementary verse

put it in this way "I will sing to the Lord for he 1is

highly exalted iy.ip horses and its rider he has hurled

into the sea the Lord is my strength end my song"

Exodus 15:1-2 page 107 The NIV Study Bible 1995 Zondervan

Publishing House.
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Music, sin:ing and dancing was prominent during
festive occasions in the 01d Testament dispensation "You
strun away on your harps like David anc improvise on
musical instruments" Amos 6:5 page 1347 The NIV Study
Bible 1999 Zondervan Publishing House. When we look also
in the New Testament dispensation, music in the Church has
been commanded "Speak to one another with Psalms hymns and
spiritual songs. Sing @nd make music in your heart to
the Lord" Ephesians 5:19 page 1800 The NIV Study Bible
Zordervan Publishing House therefore the Church of
Christian Brotherhood has more concern to teach and use
music and dancing in the Church for it was commanded

according to the above references from the Scripiure.

Prayer in Worship:

" The prayer always starts with adoration because God
needs to be praised honoured and exalted in our hearts
eand with our ldps we approech God in adoration and preise.
After that the whole congregetion enters into confession

of sin to prepare tue hearts for adoration and then ksgiving.

Then the thenksgiving and supplications should come.
God 1s pleased when his children thenk him for what He
does for them, All are commanded to give thenks in all
circumnstances "give thanks in 811 circumstsnces for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus " I Thessalonian 5:18
page 1827 the NIC Study Bible 1995 Zondervean Publishing

House,.
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Supplication: - Supplication comes after acknowledging
the greatness of God in adoration preises and thanks-

giving. Then the supplication and intercession for the
Church and individuals will be prayed for before throne

of Almighty God "Do not be anxious about anything but
in every thing by presyer and petition with thenksgiven
presents to Gog and peace of God which transcends all
understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus" Philipians 4:6 page 1810 The NIV Study
Bible 1999 Zonderven Publishing House. Then at the end
0of the public prayer end worship service comes offerings

or collection of money.

Christian Brotherhood (Sudan) considers the collec-
tion of the money within the worship is & part of worship.
Everything on earth belongs to God everything was created

by him.
The purpose of the offering:

It is a part of worship.In the 0ld Testament the
levites were set apart for service of the Sanctuary.
They were maintsined by the offering the people brought
to the house of God. This tradition did not change in the
New Testament Churches. Therefore it is very necessary
to give morney to support the Church the Missionsry works
and spread of the gospel (Evengelism) to help the poor
and help the widows axd the fatherless "I have received
full payment snd even more, I am amply supplied now that

I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent.
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They are fragrant offering snd acceptable sacrifice plessing
to God" Philipien 4:18 page 1811 The NIV Study Bible 1999
7ondervan Publishing house. So Christian Brotherhood
command the offering in worship to assist the servant to

help in evangelism and etc, etc.

Observation:
When we look at the Christian Brotherhood Church (Sudsn
gas an orlhodox evangelistic Church the sctivities of the

Church and teachin- s of the Church are absol .tely based on

the Scriptures. The most important thing is that the

hristian Brotherhood Church holds strongly on to Biblicel

Q

teschings and practising the word of God in their deily
1ife activities due to the founder's background as a gradu&te
of a Theological school. It has helped the Church to

prectise what ic¢ written in the Bible.

The Christian Brotherhood Church is triving very hard
glthough the Church was very young. It meens that becsause
of its firmness on the word of God and & good teaching
methods Bishop Nikolao Vuni is & very strong man of God who

wag &ble and will be able to help the Church of Brotherhood

to grow and accomplish its purpose in Sudan and Africe et
large., Christien Brotherhood Church (Suden) has a vivid
vision to accomplish its work by Evangelism in Suden &nd
other neighbouring countries. Only thet the Church of

Christian Brotherhood even though it is sound in its

. e - . . ol . P . . :]
=] EdS < - . S tOI S 1n



B a aw o= =

PR D S I IS WS IS I B R R R R

31.

Colleges in order to succeed in doing the work of God

effectively enough.

In conclusion the Church of Christian Brotherhood has played
@ significant role in Evangelism. 4s a youis Church it has
a great potential to work among the Muslim community anc
persvade a lot of Muslim brothers into Christianity and
influence & 1ot of people into Christienity. The Church
has great success in the future to accomplish the work of

Christ perfectly till Christ comes to take his Church to

him in enternit;.
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