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“UNTO HIM THAT IS ABLE TO DO EXCEEDING - = |
ABUNDANTLY ... BE GLORY.” A

' Miss Herta Voth arrived by plane

in Cali, Colombia, on June 24, 1932.

After a short stay in La Cumbre, she

- went to Istmina, Choco, where she is

studying Spanish, - As soon as she

has the language she will be operat-.

. ing the dispensary there. :The Lord

has wondrously kept the doors open.
.. for nurses to enter Colombia, o

-, Rev. and Mrs. Wilmer A, Quiring and Naomi Ruth left by

’ plane from New Orleans on Aug. 26,- 1852, and after a stop-over
of one day in Panama arrived in Cali, Colombia, on the 29th,
Some of the brethren from the mission station at La Cumbre wers
there to meet them. ‘At present the Quirings are studying the
Spanish language in preparation for work especially in the Na-’
tional Day School at Le Cumbre. Mrs Quiring ls also teaching
music at the Missionary Children’s School. The Lord marvelously
_opened _the way for the Quirings to enter Colombia when the
doors seem. closed to new workers, - :

. !

Conter for M. B. Studies -
.. Hisbert Library
1717 S. Chestnut . _ :
Fresno, Cq. 93702 . ] ' O




SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE

November 2, 1951——Sharon Faitli was born to Rev. and Mrs.
Jacob A. Loewen of Noanama to complete a trio of girls.

June 7, 1952—Migses Kathryn Lentzner and Mary Schroeder ar- ’

rived in the United States for their year of furlough after serving
six years on the field, ) I
June 24, 1952—Miss Herts, Voth arrived in Call, Colombia, for
her first term of service as a nurse. .
June 12, 1962—Misses Lilltan Schafer and Annie Dyck. left for
their second term on the fleld after spending a year in the home-
land, - Miss Schafer is stationed in La Cumbre, wheteas Miss
Dyck is working in Istmina. )
- August 1, 1052—Donald John came to make his home with Rev.
and Mrs. Daniel A. Wirsche at Istmina. He completed the’boys
quartet. ’ B ' '

August 28, 1952—Rev. and Mrs. Wilmer A. Quiring' and Naomi

Ruth arrived on the field for their first term of service.
.. Octobei 11, 1952—Joanne Gail arrived at the home of Rev. and
Mrs. David Wirsche of Noanama. She is the first-born.

October 19; 1952—Rev. and Mrs: John A. Dyck and Roland, Rod- '

ney and Nancy left for their second term of service in Colombia.
November 28, 1952—TFive believers wevre baptized and received
into the chiurch at Istmina. o :
.January 1, 1953—Miss Mary Schroeder, was married to Mr.
.éol;ix} J. Harder at Herbert, Sask. Mr. Harder is from Reedley,
alif. ) .

'WHAT CONSTITUTES A
MISSIONARY CALL

1. A deep conviction of the universal
need of the Gospel.

2.4 deep conviction that God wills all
people to hear the Gospel and that God
is no reaspecter of persons.

3. The realization of our means to
meet that need—the Gospel.

4, A deep sense of personal inade-
quacy of inability and of unworthiness
or of an obstacle or hindrance in the :
way to follow the Lord. '

5. The realization of our ability to
meet - that need (preparation) or our
. willingness to’secure the ability. -

6. A ‘wholehearted -and “complete
need.
7. Very often accompanied by an in-

rier satisfaction and growing conviction.
: ‘ —Dr. 'G. 'W. Peters.

1. Pray‘that Isaac (left) may come .
pack to the Lord. He has backslidden
- ‘while - attending:a teéchnical’ school in - Bogota:
Pray also for Belarmino who has had one year
of Bible school and is now. working in Cali to’

" earn méney to continue. ' ’ .

" 2. Pray for the work among the Indians. ~This .
little Indian boy (left center) needs physical as
~ well as spiritual help. The fancy pattern on his
pody s painted with black juice from 2 tropical
vine, :

8. Pray for the conversion -of Cholo (right
center) who for a number of years has heen the.
launch driver at Istmina.. ‘He can neither read
nor write. - . o

" 4. Pray for the recovery of Pacho, Istmina's
miost promising young-man, who-has. come down
with tuberculosis. =~ ' :

_ b, Pray for th’e’ne‘wly; baptized bellevers. and

-the new-converts. ) . !

6. Pfay that Miss Susan Suderman of Reed<
ley, Calif., may soon have her visa to enter Co--

lombia as a nurse.

7. Pray for Rev..and Mrs. Wilmer Quiring and
Miss Herta Voth in their language study.

8. Pray d.ailyr for each missionary that they
might be channels of the Lord to the salvation
of many souls. . S \

yielding to - the task of meeting that ™. =’
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Wilmer Allan Quiring was born to Mr., and Mrs.
John E. Quiring at Mennon, Sask. on Aug. 17, 1919, .
He grew up on the farm at Mennon and graduated
from grade school there, o

He was saved in his home during the summer of
1938.. Many.times previously the Lord had spoken to
him but he had disobeyed. That ‘Friday night of his

- conversion . the speaker. in his home church emphasized
" the coming of the Lord for His saintg and that only.
_ those ‘Who wére wakshed by the blood of the Lamb
~ would find entrance into heaven. The Holy Spirit con-
victed Mr. Quiring of his sinful life and that night
after coming home he-sought the Lord for forgiveness .
of sins. In.a few days after much praying and read-
ing af the Scriptures Peace and assurance ‘came to his
" soul.” The following year he was baptized by his
grandfather, Rev. Jacob Lepp, at the Dalmeny church. .

Mr. Quiring took’ his- high school by correspondence,
He graduated from the Hepburn Bible Bcheol at Hep-
burn, Sask., in the sping of 1947, During this time he
felt the Lord was calling him -for_some. specifie field of
service and therefors to further preparation. The Lord
‘opened the way to attend the Pakific Bible Institute

"at Fresno, Calif., and during the. first gsemester his
- calling ‘was made sure. In 1940 he received his AB in
Christian Education and in 1950 his ThB. ' :

Pl

felt called into mission work. -They were united in
marriage on July 28, 1949, in Elmwood, Conn. While

work around Fresno, -

.. Latin -Ainerica at the Kennedy School of Missions ‘in’
~ Hartford, Conn. ‘While so doing, he had the opportu-
nity to do substitute pastoral work in Hartford and

‘.also mission’ work among thé' Jamaican tobacco plant
workers. S ‘

. Mr. and Mrs, Quiring were ordained as missionaries’
on Aug. 17, 1'952, at the Mennonite Brethren Churech in -
Fresno, Calif,, of which they are members.. Dr, G. W,
Peters, Rev. B. J. Braun, and Rev. Dan Friesen offi-
ciated. A few days later they left’ for Colombia,
S.outh America, B - o '

Eugenia’ Fowler Quiring was born Feb. 24, 1032, at
Hartford, Conn., ‘'where she slso received here elemen-
tary and.high school training. Although she had born-

the” way of salvation never became plain to her ‘until
she .attended a Bible Conference in Rhode Island on

——

~ GET AQUAINTED WITH ..

'At the Tnstitute he met Eug-'enia Fowler, who also
" studying they were both active In migrant mission -

Following graduation from the Institute in 195:0,' '

Mr. Quiring took a course in History and Culture of .. the M. B. Church at:Springstein,. .. ..

- spondance, she graduated from ' the Springste

‘again parents and attended Sunday School and church -

/DZ

Labor Day week ehd in 1940. That same month, after
reading Romans 5:8 one day, she accepted the Lord
Jesus as her Savior, o :

She enrolled in the Yale School of Music in 1939 and

. received hor Bachelor of Music degree in 1043. After

that she taught the primary grades in a scheol in Fio-

tida. While there she dedicated her life to the Lord
~and felt the need for further study and the seeking

of the Lord’s will She ._!;_h.én;‘_a..ttgggeqt the Albany .
Bible School, Albany, N, ¥ foi oie year, Tn*1947 she °
went to the Pacific Bible Institute at PFresno, Calif.,

.89 @ student teacher, receiving her AB in Christian -
- Education in 1949, It was there the Lord. cailed her .

into mission work and led her to become the wife of
Mr. Quiring. She was ‘baptized in- Fresno in October,
1950, and bocame a member of the M. B. 'Chu_,l'ch there;

' Together with her husband she attended one year
at the Kennedy School of Missions at Hartford, -Conn,,
and served-in the migrant mission' work in Fresno as

- wall as it the work among the Jamaican tobacco work- .
‘ers in Connecticut. : : .

‘One child, Naomi Ruth, was born fcc; them on Sept.
3. at Hartford, o ‘ -

5

Herta Judith Voth was born to Mr. and Mys, Johan-

nes T. Voth on Jan. 8, 1923, at Lugowisk, New Sama-

ra, Russia. At the age of two she emigrated with her
parents to Canada.. She received ‘her public - school )
cducation at Springstein, Man., where her parents are
fruit farmers. . o ’

" The Lord-became her personal Savior in her home ’

on Jan. 28, 1937. She was baptized and received into g

orre-
High
School in 1946. She attended the Winkler Bible School
from 1943 to 1945 and again in 195051, at which time -
she’ graduated. Between 1947-1960 she toolk nurses

Though she took part of her high school b

* tralning at the Misericordia General Hospital in Win-

nipeg. Since graduation she has engaged in nursing
at various places. - oo : -

Miss Voth felt a desire to serve the Lord in & £or-

» eign fleld soon after converslon. . After a long time of .

prayer and testing she fully surrendered to Him., .
Meanwhile  she served the Lord in the . Sunday School.
and in Daily Vacation Bible School work. In 1949 she -
gent her application fo the Mission Board. During the,
year of 1951-52 she attended Tabor College. iShe was
ordained on June 1, 1952, at 1Springstein with Rev, H,
8. Voth, Rev. J, J. Friesen, and Rev. H. H. Janzen offi-
ciating,. . : ' ) - '

G 1957
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' The six young people who won a leather-bound Bible
in a Scripture memorization contest. It was a joy
to see how they valued and treasured their Bibles, but-
the greatest treasure is the Word of God in their

hearts and minds. The young people are Esquivel

Mosquera, Crispulo Amud, Leonardo Salamandra, Tar- -
silo Salamandra, Daniel Mosquera, and Yolanda
Bryan. - . Lo

HE TR T S

One of many stunts or dances put on in the street -

by school children in a Catholic church festival, Drink-
ing, dancing, carousing around are also an intrinsic
part of every religious festival.

Jose Gomes, an evangelical believer, is a typical Co-’
lombian farmer taking yuca to the market. Most of
the produce at. La mbre is catrried on horse-:or
muleback to market.- B ' S

'

The first of May is always an important day for Co-
lombia. FHere are seen our two schools, the Mission-
ary Children’s School and the National Day School,
having a picnic. lunch together on the Missionay Chil-
dren's ‘School campus. : b o
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WITH THE INDIANS OF THE NOANAMA LANGUAGE

“We hear them speaking in our own languages the marvellous acts of
God . .. And they were struck to the heart and sald . . . ‘What shall we
do? ., .. And that day werc added about 3000 souls.”  Acts 2:11, 37, 41
(Fenton). _ )

By hearing the Word of God in their own language 3,000 souls were
convicted, saved and added to the church on the day of Pentacost. This is
still God’s principle. In the following paragraphs you will be introduced
to the Noanama Indian tribe for which your missionaries are now prepar-
ing-the Bible in' their own language, o '

Their Origin.  According 'to the Geografia Economica de Colombia VI
Choco -(Controlaria General de la Republica, 1943) the Indians of the Choco
are descendants of Antillian. Caribs who came to the Choco in prehistoric
times via Central America. Loukotka (Cestmir Loukotka: Zeitscrift fuer

Ethnologle, 74: 1-69, 1942) however, by their language, considers them in- .

dependent of the Caribs and classifies the Panamanian and Colombian Pa-

cific Coast Indlan tribes under the generic name:of Chocoes. The little:

archaeology effected in' the Choco -seems to bear out the fact that these
Indians were the first inhabitants of the aréa. Loukotka (op. ¢it.) lists 9

' languages within the Choco family, however, it seems as if foday really

inly 5, or possibly 6 are in existence. One of these languages the Noana-
ma, Indians speak. . ' L ! : : :

Appearance. The Indians of the Choco on the whole are of medium
stature, but with wide and well formed shoulders. Their color is copper.
Their facial features are very asiatic with straight black hair, black eyes

and prominent cheek bones, The hair is left to fall freely and is parted in:
. front in an inverted V form to clear the face. : .

They do not hide much of their anatomy with clothes. Men are con-
tent with a colored loin cloth; women wear only a skitt, which in reality is
a yard and a half of c¢loth wrapped around the waist, ~Children are largely
naked. : . :

Their Habitat. Like their name indicates, the town. of Noanama was
their original capital, but the tribe was scattered throughout the San Juan
River region plus the Pacific Coast region from Buenaventura on the south
to the Baudo River on the north.- With the advent of the conquest angd the
colonization, the Indian was driven away from the main.rivers, and is to-
day found almost exclusively on the smallor rivers and tributaries of the

Juanm. This. pattern is universal except for a group at the mouth of the

San Juan River. As a tribe they are still on the retreat—today the colored

man being their aggressor, =~ . : . .
: Sustenance. ' Their livelihood is partly hunting and fishing, and main-

ly agricultural. Game is only small and very scarce. Fish are relatively
rare since the mining dredges have ruined the spawning grounds. Thus
the people are cast largely upon the products they raise, These include ba-
nanas, platanos, corn, rice, yueca, apyd yams, beside a few native fruit trees.

Social Life. - At the time of the conquest there were large Indian vil-
lages with their headmen and a great chief for the tribe. But today their
social structura’is largely disintegratéd, and the restriéted family 15 tHe
largest social unti still intact. . The father, and after his death tha oldest

son, is the head.

The collapse of their social order has béen an effective meéns of ex-
terminating the tribe. .Since therc is no superior to dispense justice

of xtrminatiyg the tribe. -Since thore is no superior to dispense justice.

it falls upon the individual and he does so by means of poison even on the

- sligk4est provocation. :

Within the family there are some attractive aspects like monogamy,
marital faithfulness, and mutual affection. With marriage, which for boys

i3 at twelve to fifteen and for girls at twelve to fourteen, the young man

takes up residence with his wife’s family. When trouble arises with-
in a marriage, the bride's father is rsponsiple to punish the woman. .

~ Their Religion. Basically the Noanamas ars monotheistic. They have
one God, Ewandama, who is creator and God. He had a son who took part in
creation but who is not Qod's equal, - There ig, however, also a devil with
a number of lesser demons, but his nature seems to be more human than

‘satanic. The souls of the dead become spirits who are nsither good nor bad
.. in themselves, but who can do either. 'The devil thus often persuades them

to do evil to the living, even going as far as % kill them. Seemingly their
only worship is centered around a corn liquor ceremony in. which some

chants are sung.

In tho healing by Medicine nen God rarely figwres They deal mainly
and directly with the spirits of the aeparted who are consiiered causes of

evil. - . .
- 'Phe Indians .Were catholicized and accepted the virgin as partial god-

- dess. According to tradition they found her sitfing on a-tree.and crying., §
In, rzcent years, however, the Roman Catholic Church has paid’no attention - X

to thém and

they are reviving their primitive practices. - R

- have reduced their numbers to about 2000.

1
i3

In pr-g-Spa.ni‘sh times Noanama was the ca/pf
was a large and prosperous village, With the axi

".ters for the conquast of the lower San Juan Ri-

village. In colonial times Noanama hecame a gi
-wag used to wrest the precious metal from the &
liest Roman Catholic churches of the area, and

The Population. « However, the effect of this
tributaries, and so Noanama today has not a si
except for a few families who consider themselv

The white people in the areca are largely dest
is a large group of Syrian merchants in the Chot
scendants. - o

The Negro race was introduced as slaves 1
guage and culture and have been more or less co
-their artifacts and body strueture, there ig little
Africa. It ls, however, held that they originat

. ¥ts Industry. In the true sense of the word
most primitive manner and that mainly for intei
sent today. The rubber industry, which flouris}
ican company which found its trade too small §
and to take all the sap at once instead of bleeding;
cultivation, too, has keen discontinued since the'
liners with the advent of the Mining Company d
mouth, The little cash income thers is comes fr!
three days by canoe to Istmina. - i

Cnlture and Rcligion. The peoplé ave all nominally Cai
priest had- visited the village for saveral years, however tl
village several times annually, The main festival of tl

In this festival the whole ccmmunity participates. In pr.
“spree” devoid of all voligious significance.

Rev. David Wirscha in one of the first con-
Rev. David Wirscha: in one of the first con-
tacts made with the Noanama Indians in 1948.
These Indians used to number well over 20,000
but the conguest and white manz diseases

The Indian in the white shirt has served sev-
eral time as informant




tal of the -Noanama Indian tribe, and as- such
ival of the Spaniards it became the headquar-
Wver. Being rich in gold, it became a renowned
eat mining center where Indian and slave labor
il. In the village was thus built one of the ear-
an effort was made to catholocize the Indians.

wag that the Indian began to withdraw into the
gle resident Indian. Its population is:colored
s white, but who have strains of Negro blood.

o who too have left many relatively white de-

bout 1550 and later. They have lost their lan-
pletely hispanized. Except for a few traces in
source from which to gather their origin in
bd in the Congo area of Africa. ] ‘

there is no industry. - Farming is done in the
al .consumption. Gold washing. is almost ab-
ed in the past decades, was ruined by an Amer-
nd thus sent its men out to ¢hop down all trees
the trees periodically. The commercial banana

edges whose action caused silt deposits in the
dbm  extra bananas,' platanos, or - corn__ximuled

holie. When the missionaries arrived at, Noanama - no
eir coming brought back the priest’ who now visits the
village is cnlled the Fiosta de Mercedes de la Virgen,
qctice for the people it is mevely d bix annual drinking

at Noanama station: work with the Indians
an? worlt with the Chocoanos. The:black man
13 now professing salvation, The missionary
I3 Rev. Jacob A. Loswan '

IEWS of

lendants of the early Spaniards. However, there’

mouth of th San Juan became closed for ocean

This picture stresses the two phases of work
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WI'TH - CHOCOANOS IN THE SPANISH LANGUAGE

“And Jesus went all about the cities and villages, teaching in the. syn-
agogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every dis-

.. ease and infirmity.” Matthew 9:35. : .
Jesus, the great missionary, laid down for us the principles of sound

mission work:preaching, teaching, and healing. In the paragraphs to fol-
low you shall see how these principles are applied on the Noanams field:

T Preaching .
Preaching the blessed gospel of Jesus Christ is definitely the first and
foremost aim of the missionaries. * You, however, attending one of our
services, might hesitate to call our ministry “preaching,” for almost all
messages are illustrated with visual aid. This is because over 90% of

‘the people can heither read nor write (cf. Geografia Economica de Colom-

bia, p. 181), and the spoken Word alonce makes little impression.
With- the limited staff regular services are held to a minimum, but as

‘the Word goes forth thrice weekly in the chapel .and six times weekly in '
the dispensary, several hundreds of people come in contact with the gos- -~
pel. "Then ds time permits the autstations Doido, Murillo, Matarrey, Ne-

gria, and Fujiado are served with the Word of God. . :
But as-Jesus, whose preaching was as often peérsonal as public, the
workers attempt to visit a series of native homes every week. It is a dif-
ficult ministry, but effective, for -here personal difficuities can be -dealt
with and the message “tailored” to the individual need.. .It is through

these visits that the congregation is increased and backsliders are helped
-into fellowship again. : i )

In January of this year.under the miniStx‘y of two Colombian brethren

" several souls came to Christ during a week of evangelistic meetings, These
- meetings were financed by the students of Pacific Bible Institute, Fresno,

California.
. - : Teaching : .

As already intimated, it will be hard to define where preaching ends
and teaching begins because our services are largely on a sSunday S¢hool
basis. Hven though the Spanish speaking people are nominally- Catholie,
they have no previous. knowledgs of the Sciipture upon which to build.
Since an indigenous church must be based on native individuals who can
lead and feed the flock through personal knowledge of the Word, it has
keen the purpose of the mission since the very beginning to found an evan-
gelical day school. This need was especially accentuated because as you
recall over 509 ‘of the people are illiterate, and when the mission arrived
in Noanama, there had been no school for years already.

‘When in 1950 the National Director of Primary Education gave the

“g'z'een light” for schools in the Choeo, the mission accepted the challenge. .
It.-was uphill all the way, but the Lord led the way and a favorable hygiene °

report was oktained, and after much =ffort also an inspection by the school
inspector., Thereupon the Ministry of Education, the highest authority in
the field of primary education, granted the school permit without trouble.

 When' the school had: scarcely begun the priest, using the mayor and the

school inspector, ordared the sthpol closed. -In all three orders were given,
but by the grace of God the school was able to function till the end of
the year. When, however, no assurance was received that the school would
be permifted to function without the continual local interferencs, the mis-
gsion decided to changé course and to conduct Bible Clubs instead of a

school. Hera the children receive something of the three R's besides Bible

study.
Healing

"The ministry of hoaling began in a very inconiplcuous way while the

Loewens were building, They had determincd to begin neither a dispen-
sary nor Spanish services in view of the fact that their first duty was with
the Indians. One day, howaver, a young lady asked for a dressing for her
ulcer. - To dismisa her Mrs. Loewen gave her a band-aid. A neighbor bov
came and also begged fur a arcusing, DU ne, 105, riceived oinly a band-ai

YV hen one day this little boy tore his ulcer and came to the door bleeding
and crylng, Mrs. Loawen had to dress it. This was the beginning of the

_dispensary

Results and Prospects

Through the various efforts in the work it can be reported to you that"

the missionaries have gained the confidence of the people. A number, have
accepted Chrsit as their Saviour, and several are growing in grace. When
one young believer got drunk one night after a quarrel with his wife, ‘he
came in tears confessing his sin. He wanted to make things right, and
so on :Sunday morning he publicly confessed his failure. It was a solemn
moment which shook the community to the depth. It was the Lord’s
victory. ‘ : ‘ ’ . . : ) C

g Aiother believer is a man who received a Bible from David Wirsche

in 1948. He read it and kelieved: He is today firmly established in the

faith, and shows great prospects as a leader in the indigenous church.

The prospects are excellent because-the Lord Is adding to ‘His' church .

such as plinove on His name., . .
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" national day school at Noanama, and currently
gervas as chapel.  In front of the building are
some Indlans, Gladys'and Joyce Loewen, and
David Wirsche. .

i . ) K E Pafsac

Canalels

Rev. and Mrs. Jacob - A. Loewen and - Miss Mary Schroeder
daughters, Gladys, Joyce and Sharon. The (now Mrs. John J. Har-
Loewens are in charge of the station or Noana- - der, see last page), who
ma and are doing linguistic work among the was in charge of the
Indlans. Recently Rev. and Mrs. David Wir- Spanish work and the
sche joined them in-the Indian work. - -digpensary.’ .

o i) B DR Sl 1, Canoa—length: 24-42 f%et,- width: 24-36
The launch which is =~ A group of canoes and champas at th junc- inches, capacity: up to 2000 Ibs. o
e e e as oo _ pas e Junc- o champalength: 12-30 feet, width: 15-24: -
well as to make connec- tion of two rivers. - - inches, capacity: 2-5 persons.

tions with. our station , ) 3. Potro—length: 6-12 feet, width: 10-12 in-

" in Istmina. ) ' i - : ches, capacity: child or small person. .

EXCERPTS FROM DIARY O

September, 1942 Dr. G. W. Peters vigits Nodna)

many Indians and -recommends the place as headqu{

) April, 1946. Daniel A. and David Wirsche wvisit ]

Tndian work. : e o

. October, 1946. David Wirsche revisits Noanam

© January, 1248. J. A, Dyck rents a native “house
vecently to work among the Indians. .

- Aprll, 1948, David Wirsche and the Loewens vi
the rented house., - ] ‘ : S

July, 1948. David Wirsche and J. A. Loewen fini
done to fix the house and no common ground is fou
Indians and start a tour of the field. They also loo

. September, 1948. By God's providence the new
Dave and Jake are coming.down with malaria. Joh
Tever 105.5 for John and Jake, . ‘ -

December, 1948, Noanama station vaca 1t for
Dycks at Istmina. - ) -

‘April, 1949. An old native house is bought at N
- May, 1949, The Executive Secretary, A. H. Ja,
A location for the new missionary residence is agu

“July, 1€49. Loowens hegin building.. They llv

~ so bad that Loewens have to be under thir mosqui”

August, 1949. The building -is started. From
cannot work alone. OCh, for a carpenter to do th's
is built. )

" May, 1969, The house is finished. What a tro
tion. - Chiggers torment Uncle Nels terrifically, Hey
stantly does not relieve his itch in the least. . E

September, 1950. The missionary council scnd ¥
Spanish language and in the dispensary. The oldh

Otcober, 1850, to January, 1951. J. A. Loewen !
‘yisits the Indians and Chocoanos on the Docamprda
Becordo Rivers and their tributaries. The result is 1

- lage asks for the gospel. There are well over 2,000?

March, 1951, The administrative committee tnl
wen prepares the school building.

April to Novmber 1951, It is one hig, long halk
to state capital, and national capital to ward off Lh
work remains undone. - ’

° December, 1951. The council decides not to ¢ov
develop Bible Clubs. The Loewens are released frov
least their last year on the field on the Indian lan-

- Map or nye Moanami Freww
SCALE\ /14,000,000
COOE N, ... OVIRLAND TRAIL
© - Yurr@NUMBER OF INDIAN HOUSES
© TOWNS AND VILLAGES
T SAWMILLS

loﬂtlﬁlc

Buenaventira,
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The Roman Catholic Church at Noanama
was sorely abandoned when the missionaries
fivst arrvived. Cows and goats froquented it at
will, and no service had beén held for several
years. It has since been repaired and is now
reeeiving regular attention.

Canalete

Palanca

4. View-of a canoa from above.

- 8. View of a champa from above;

6. Canalete—Paddle, used in deep water..

" 7. Palanca, used for pushing in  shallow
water. . r - ‘ :

' NOANAMA STATION e
tters for a future work among the Indians.
joanama and find the place suitable to begin the

Ly canoe and rents two rooms, - : y
at Noanama for the Loewens who have arrived

8t Noanama by launch and arrange for repair of

y come to open the station. Nothing has been
- for arrangement. David and Jake co«tact the
'for a place to build. } .
acquired launch comes to Noanama where both
Dyck becomes sick on the way back to Istmina.

months while the Loewens and Dave l'élieve the

en, visits the station and several Indian homes,

1 upon. . . .

Jll the rented house. Some nights mosquitoes are
ts by twilight. i B

Ny till late one must be on the job for the men

p! The Indian work must rest till the house

is to move in! C. N. Hieberts visit the sta-
8 the fact that missionaries suffer this con-

| Schroeder to Noanama for the work in the

jzls repaired and screened for her,

dund later in company with Harry K. Bartel

¥lsua, Docordo, Sen Juan, Yjua, Orpua, and
viction of a crying need.. Village‘after vil-

¥.6( the Noanama tribe. . .
o challenge of the day school. J. A. Loe-

1, teiegréms, and trips to local offices,
Of the enemy on our school. The. Indian

iting on the school issue and rather to

during the Fiesta de Mercedes. He meets .

Iima'ms,, and rights for 6 hectars of land hcquired. ’

The Indians inhabit the less ae-
cessible tributaries of the San
Juan River. To reach them the
missionaries must trek through
the jungle. This picture shows
pioneer J. A, Loewen on one of
the first trips made to the In-
-dians. :

The house in the foreground is
the new residence in which the
Loewens live. Next to it is the
old native-constructed dwelling -
in 'which Miss Schroeder lived
and which is now being occupied
by the David Wirsches. :
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Alcides Chamarra, the Indian
who is serving as informant for
both the J. A. Loewens. and the
David Wirsches. He is largely
respongible for the progress that

-- has been made on the language.

A typical Indian structure built at
Noanama by one of the friends of the
Mission, This !tamboo” ig where the
informant lives waen at the station
and also where sick Indians may -pass
the night when they come to the dis-
pensary, :

1. Barthen jug

. 2. Roof of palm
leaves

3. Storage floor
4, Elevated sleep-

D ing quarters
A NN 5. Floor of split

e e e palms

6. Living room.

7. Palm posts

8. Front steps

A typical Chocoano house which

Miitics and are encouraged to s—p—elﬁ.fét;'*the*'Mission built as quarters for

its launch driver.

-~

e Har - R &
Julio Diaz, one of the faithful
believers among the ' Spanish

_speaking Chocoanos, and Alcides
Chamarra, the Indian informant.




