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PREFACE.

Menno Simon toislies the harncd John A'Lasco and It is fellows, and to all tJie peo2)le

of East Frieslaml, ofwliatever class or condition in life they he, true faith, true light and

Jinoicledge, the Holy Spirit, the lovelyfear and pure love of the Lord, an vublamahle life

and tJie eternal life of God our heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, his beloved Son,

our Lord, loho has loved us and toasJied its in his Mood. To Jdmhe the glory, honor,

praise, iciiigdom, poicer and majestyfor ever and ever, Amen.

Beloved Mends and brethren, as I, in

tlie latter part of the fii-st month of the year

1543, met you at Emden to discnss with you

forthree or four days, the disputed articles of

our faith and religion, for which purpose I

Avas invited to come, by writing; first, the

incarnation of our beloved Lord Jesus

Chi-ist, to which, you well know, you forced

me against my will; secondly, infant bap-

tism. Not agreeing in this, you let me
depart in peace at our separation, desiring

however, that I should send to you, by U.

L., the foundation of my faith, which I had
compiled in writing, inside of a stipulated

period, which was three months, so that

you might thus show to your god-called

rulers, our faith, diligence, desire, seeking

and life (which, however, is very weak);

upon what foundation, Scriptui'es and rea-

sons our intended doctrine, faith and life

was founded. I hope and trust, by the

grace of the Lord, that yow have desired

and required this of me without any malice

or bad intention.

Therefore I have promised to fulfill your
kind bidding and desire, rejoiced in spirit;

because also through U. L., oui" faith, doc-

trine and life could be best explained to

those of high, social standing, to whose care

the carnal sword was entrusted, and thus
the suspicion be destroyed which is held
against us by the pernicious uproar and
shameful doctrine and practice of the false

prophets, who, under a holy semblance, ever
creep into society to the hindrance of the wise
and intelligent; as before God, who knows
our hearts, we are certainly clear of all their

abominable doctrine, uproar, mutiny,blood-
shed, polygamy and the like abominations.
Yea, Ave hate, and with sincere affection

fight against them as acknowledged heresy;

as snares to the conscience; as deceit, se-

duction and fraud, and as pestilential doc-

trine, accursed by all divine Scripture. For
hoAv should the true brethren and sisters of
Jesus Christ, the well-disposed children of

God, AA'ho, with Christ Jesus, are born of

God the Father, and the powerful seed of
the divine word in Christ Jesus; regenera-

ted by Christ, partake of his Spirit and nat-

ure, conform unto him, are christian and
heavenly minded, teach rfebellion of any
kind? inasmuch as they are ever prepared,

according to the measure of their faith, to

do the will of the eternal Prince of peace,

who has taught his disciples nothing but
patience and eternal peace, saying, "Peace
I leave Avith you, my peace I give unto you,"

Jn. 14 : 27. Again, "Peace be with you."

For his kingdom is a kingdom of love, of

unity, of peace, and of reformation; and
not of hatred, rebellion, blood, disquiet

and destruction. Again, In peace we are

called of God; peace should rule in our

hearts to him by whom we are called. Again,

Blessed are the peace-makers. Paul saye,
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"The God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing," Rom. 15 : 13. I am
aware, kind reader, that the cited Script-

ures have, for the most part, reference to

the inward peace, which comes throngh
Christ; yet, whoever has this inward, chris-

tian peace in his heart will nevermore Ije

, found guilty, before God and the world, of

rebellion, treason, mutiny, murder, robbery
or such unbecoming acts. For the Spirit of

Christ whicli is in him seeks no evil, but
good; no destruction, but healing; no cor-

ruption, but assistance; seeks to live every-

where in peace with all mankind, as far as

possible. He follows "peace with all men,

and holint>ss, without which no man can

see the Lord," Ileb. 12: 14; Jn. 14: 17; 21 : 15;

Rom. 14: 11); 1 Cor. 7: 15; Col. 3: 15; Matt.

5: 9; Rom. 15: 13.

Behold, beloved friends and brethren, by
these and other Scriptures we are taught

and warned not to take up the literal sword,

nor ever to give our consent thereto, JExcepto

ordinario potestatis gladio, indeiitwm usum
verso; but to take up the two-edged, power-

ful, sharp sword of the Spirit, which goes

forth from the moiith of the Lord, namely,

the word of God. By this we intend to

destroy the kingdom of satan, constrain

all the world to regeneration and salvation

and bruise, crush and pierce all petrified

and obdurate hearts. Desiring, I say, by
the grace, Spirit and power of the Lord,

therewith to circumcise all flesh, high, low,

rich, poor, learned or unlearned, of all pride,

vain show, pomp, avarice, usury , smuggling,

lies, deceit, robbery, shedding of innocent

blood, hatred, envy, adultery, fornication,

unchastity, unnatural desires, gluttony,

wine - bibbing, drunkenness, debauchery,

cursing and swearing, blindness, vanity,

and of the fearful, unliecoming idolatry;

that all of them, no matter who they be,

by the pure fear of the Lord, of whom comes
the sure knowledge of the judgment of God,
become fust inwai'dly humble before him,

and then, by the sure knowledge of his

blessings, so abundantly shown to us, be
refreshed and consoled by Christ Jesus, and
thus willingly renounce, by the power of

their faith, working by love, their own wis-

dom, intelligence, philosophy, sophistry,

unwillingness, sloth, evil lusts, unbelief,

disobedience and the very erroneous, car-

nal, mad life of this world, and enter into

all divine wisdom, trutli, love, zeal and
soberness; the true saci'aments and true

religion, in full obedience to God and Christ

and in all the christian fruits which flow

from a ])ure heart, good conscience and
unfeigned faith. Tit. 2^: 7; 1 Pet. 1 : 23; Eph.
6: 7; Heb. 4: 12; Rev. 1: IG; 19: 15.

Tims we do not contend with carnal, but
with spiritual weapons, patience and with

the word of the Lord, against all flesh,

world and devil, trusting in Christ. Nor
shall there ever be found other weapons
with us. Therefore, be not afraid of us
(behold, in Christ Jesus I lie not); for we
do not desire your destruction, but your
regeneration; not your condemnation, but

3'"onr everlasting salvation; not your flesh

and blood, but your spirit and soitI; oh ac-

count of which I have these seven years
suffered and yet suffer slander and scorU;

anxiety, suspension, persecution, and great

peril of being imprisoned.

The more the word ofthe Lord is extended,

by the grace of God, to the reformation of

some persons, who, however, are few, the

more hatred and bitterness increases against

me; so that up to this hour I could not

find, in all the country, where, alas, the

mere boasting of the divine word is a great

deal more plenty than the fear of God, a

cabin, or hut (blessed be the Lord) in

which my wife and little children can safe-

ly sojourn for a year or two. O, crael, un-

merciful christians ! O, that all magistrates

and princes, as also all the wise and learned

knew the seeking, intention and desire of

my heart, as also of my beloved brethren

who, by the grace. Spirit and word of God,
are converted into a new spirit or new birth !

If they rightly understood our teaching how
soon their hearts and minds would be
changed into a different sense ! But as all

of them, with but few exceptions, are noth-

ing but earth and flesh and not gifted with

the Spirit of Christ; therefore, alas, we hear

nothing from them but upbraiding and
slander, can expect nothing from them (I

mean the evil-disposed) but the stake, wa-

ter, tire, wheel and sword, as a reward of

gratitude, that we have sought and yet seek

our conversion, salvation and eternal life,
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and that of the whole world, with such dili-

gence, solicitude, pains and labor from our

inmost heart. For I strive after nothing,

of which God is my witness, but that the

God of heaven and of earth, through his

blessed Son, Jesus Christ may have the

glory and praise of his blessed word; that

all men may be saved; and that they may
awaken in this convenient time of grace,

from their profound sleep of sinfulness;

that they may lay by all adhering sin and
the damnable works of darkness; that they

may put on the armor of light, that they

may thus become, with us l)y true penance,

faith, baptism, Supper, ban or separation,

love, obedience and true life, one holy, chris-

tian church and body in Christ Jesus.

Something which the whole world to-day

yet opposes with all its strength with both
shoulders and horns; not being willing that

Christ Jesus, forever blessed, shall reign

over them. Yea, they persecute, banish,

burn, murder, and destroy all those who
willingly teach and uphold the glory,

praise, honor, will and commandments of

the Lord. De his satis, Heb. 12: 15; Rom.
13: 11; Heb. 12: 2; Rom. 13: 12; Luke 3: 3;

Matt. 3 : 1; 28 : 19; Mark 16 : 1.5; Acts 2;

Matt. 18:17; 1 Cor. .5:5; 2 Thess. 3; 1

Tim. 1:20; Luke 19:47.

Inasmuch as I do youi" kind bidding in

this matter by brieily compiling in writing

my doctrine, faith and seeking, as I did

before, verbally, which I am ever prepared
to do to all mankind, according to the doc-

trine of Peter, as was said above, therefore

I desire of you, so dear as Christ is to you,
that you do not look upon this my confes-

sion, which is the word of God, with carnal,

blind eyes, as the mad, unintelligent world
do who want to have all things taught ac-

cording to their own fancy and will, under
the name of clmstianity; that you will not

measure and judge according to the carnal

way, as with logical questions and other

like human wisdom ; but that you will look
at and judge it according to the word and
truth of the Lord, as those would who un-

derstand spiritual matters, as unblamable,
regenerated christians who are full of the
knowledge, love and fear of God; are
urged by the Holy Spirit, and do not seek
human favor, praise and honor, seK and

carnal welfare, but alone the honor and
glory of God, and the eternal salvation of

their brethren. For such, alone, can judge
of spiritiaal matters; and not the carnal

minded, 1 Cor. 14: 29. The Spirit of God
teaches, judges and understands all things.

Paul says, "What man knoweth the things

of a man, save the spirit of man which is

in him ? even so the things of God knoweth
no man but the Spirit of God," 1 Cor. 2: 11.

Therefore try your intention and the inmost
of your hearts, as if before God who seeth

all things. Search yourselves thoroughly
and open your hearts before the Lord. In
case yon yet seek any carnal liberty, lusts,

honor and profit, then, doubtlessly, your
judgment in spiritual matters (especially as

regards the mere confession) will be quite

carnal, selfish, i)artial, unjust and false;

you will also garble and pervert the plain

testimony of the Holy Scriptures, by logic

and false reasoning, to free yourselves and
to please the world. Beware, lest you do
so, and thus the terrible wrath of the Lord
come upon you. I know why I write this.

I am in doubt about your sincerity. Re-
member what I mean. And if your hearts

be sincere, clean and pious before God, as
I hope; and if you actually are desirous of

the truth, then you will confess, by the
grace of God, that our humble, plain doc-

trine, faith, sacraments, and the life of

nearly all, particularly the outward, un-
blamable, christian, evangelical life, is con-

formable to the Spirit and word of God,
And if God, by his loving kindness,

should grant that you sincerely acknowl-
edge it in your inmost soul as being the un-

changeable word and will of God, even as
the Spirit and power of God; then I pray
you by the precious blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ to receive it in gladness and
gratitude of heart and let it be examined
by your ordained rulers and by all men
and let them know what youi' heart, spii-it

or conscience testifies concerning our doc-

trine, faith, sacraments and lives. Fear
not the exalted position of any man, nor
despise his humbleness. Go upon the Idng-

ly highway speaking the truth to all man-
kind, with a clear conscience, lest you teach,

judge or testify contrary to your inward
understanding, judgment and conviction.
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to your everlasting condemnation. For

you are certainly tauglit by the word of the

Lord that whosoever speaketh against the

Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him,

neither in this world, neither in the world

to come, Matt. 12: 32; Lnke 10: 12; Mark
3 : 28. Therefore, most beloved, search your

spirits. If yon be spiritual then your judg-

ment, doubtlessly, will be spiritual, just

and right. If you be not, and judge spirit-

ual matters according to your own will,

woe unto you ! I speak to you as to one

whose soul I seek and love with all my
strength. Although you are more learned

than I am, yet I teach and admonish you

to judge justly in all things, without car-

nality or partiality. For I am afraid that

there were not a few, part of whom were

also famous men, excelling in learning,

who, in semblance of fearing God, for the

sake of shameful gain, worldly honor and

carnal lusts have shamefully written, judged

and taught the blessed word of the Lord

by garbling the Scriptures, against their

own consciences, to the despising of the

cross of Christ, in order to please those who
are in authority.

Be this as it may, let eveiy soul seek the

pure, christian truth, in purity of heart;

and strive after the same with all diligence,

and he will be successful. Jesus says, "If

ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the

truth, and the truth shall make you free,"

again, those who trust in him, shall un-

derstand the truth, and the believing in

love shall be agreeable unto him. Again,

"The secret of the Lord is with them that

fear him; and he will show them his cove-

nant," Jn. 8 ; 31, 32; Ps. 25 : 14.

May the Almighty Father, through his

blessed son Jesus Christ, give you all, in

all things, a true understanding and clear

vision to judge rightly in all things, to dis-

tinguish rightly between that which is holy

and that which is unholy; between good

and evil; right and wrong, and between

the clean and unclean, according to the

evangelical truth ; that all those of j-ou who
have renounced gain, honor and fame, for

the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ, may,
henceforth, be taught by the sure and true

confession of Scripture, be impelled by the

Holy Ghost, and enter into all divine wis-

dom, truth, righteousness and obedience to

him who has taught us by his powerful word,

drawn us by his Spirit and bought and de-

livered us by his precious blood, that is,

Christ Jesus, Amen.
Judge aright, and confess the truth.

-'fJaV.

78



A TRUE CONFESSION
AND

SCRIPTURAL DEMONSTRATION OP THE MOST HOLY INCARNATION OP OUR
BELOVED LORD JESUS CHRIST. WRITTEN TO JOHN A'LASCO

AND HIS FELLOW- LABORERS AT EMDEN.

Belo\ted lokps, friends and brethren,

when this matter of the incarnation of our
beloved Lord Jesus Christ was first men-
tioned bj' tlie brethren, on hearing it I was
terrified at heart, lest I should err in the

matter and be found, before God, in per-

nicious unbelief. On acco;int of this article

I was often so troubled at heart, after re-

ceiving baptism, that for many days I ab-

stained from food and drink, by the over-

anxiety of my soul, beseeching and praying
God in extreme necessity that the kind Fa-
ther by his mercy and grace wonld disclose

unto me, poor sinner, who, although in ex-

treme weakness, desired to do his blessed

will and pleasure, the mysteiy of the incar-

nation of his blessed Son, to the extent nec-

essary to the glorification of his holy name
and to the consolation of my afflicted con-

science.

Thus wandering about for days, weeks
and months, I have frequently asked the

opinion or belief of some of you in regard

to this matter which bore so lieavily upon
my heart. Yet none could instruct me suffi-

ciently to quiet my conscience. For gross

misunderstanding of some Scriptures which
they alleged as proof of their assertion,

I found with them, not only according

to my opinion, but according to the mean-
ing of the Scriptures ; so that, at last,

after much fasting, weeping, praying, trib-

ulation and anxiety, I became, by the grace

of God, quiet and refreshed at heart, firmly

acknowledging and believing, assured by
the infallibly sure testimony of the Script-

ures, understood in the Spirit, that Christ

Jesus forever blessed, is the Lord from heav-

ien, 1 Cor. 15: 47; the promised spiritual seed

of the new and spiritual Eve, Gen. 3: 15,

namely, the eternal Truth, Jn. 14: IG; the
powerful Conqueror of the serpent and his

seed, Gen. 3 : 15; Luke 11 : '21; Jn. IG : 33:

Heb. 2: 14; which promised seed is the eter-

nal Truth and word of God, and, in the full-

ness of time, was sent forth from the Al-

mighty and merciful Father, Gal. 4: 4, in a
pure virgin, Mary, Isa. 7: 14, conceived byi

the Holy Ghost and power of the Most High.'

She heard and believed the heavenly mes-i

sage and pleasure of the Father, that was'
brought to her by Gabriel, Luke 1 : 28; this

j

eternal Word of God is become flesh ; it was

'

in tlie beginning with God and was God, Jn.

1 : 2. Conceived and begotten of the Holy
Ghost, Matt. 1: IS; generated and nourish-

ed in Mary, as a natural child is by its

mother; a true Son of God and a true son
of man, born of her, truly flesh and blood,

suffering, hungry, thirsty, passive, mortal
according to the flesh: immortal according

to the Spirit, like unto us in all things, yet

without sin,' Heb. 2:9; 4 : 15. Truly God
and man, man and God. "Not divided nor

separated as being half heavenly and half

earthly, half of the seed of man and half of

God, as some express it; but an unmixed,
whole Christ, namely, spirit, soul and body,
as Paul says, all men are, "AYho, being in

the form of God, thought it not robbery to

be equal with God. But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of

a servant, and was made in the likeness of

men. And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself," (mark, Inimbled

liiinseJf), Phil. 2: 6—8. He who was more ex-

alted than the angels, is made a little lower

than they are. For as he was subject to
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^\ death, he became flesh and blood, Heb.2: 9.

^^ I believe and confess without a doubt that

he was thii_s, according to the flesh, conceived

suid come of the Holy Ghost, born of the

seed or lineage of David and of Abraham,
and made of a woman, imder the law. Gal.

4 : 4, circumcised the eighth day, obedi-

ent unto his parents, growing and wax-
ing strong in Spirit, flUed with wisdom; and
the grace of God w^as upon him, Luke 3: 40.

This same man, Christ Jesus, preached,

was crucifled, died, was buried, arose, and
ascended to heaven and is there seated at

the right hand of his Almighty Father, ac-

cording to the testimony of all the Script-

ures, and from thence he will return to

judge the sheep and the goats, the good
and the evil, the quick and the dead, 2 Cor.

5: 10; 2 Tim. 4: 1.

Thus I believe and confess that the pure
word of God, Christ Jesus, the Creator, Com-
mander and accurser ofAdam,institutedhim-

self in Adam's stead, that is, in his wrath,

death and curse, and has, by his great com-

passion, love and mercy, taken upon him-

self the accursed burden of his erring creat-

ures; that he hiuiself became like Adam
in the flesh. xVnd thus he has, by his deatli,

again given life; and by humbling himself,

by his righteousness and obedience, he has
reunited and fulfilled the eternal righteous-

ness of the righteous God, as he speaks
through David, "I restored that which I

^ took not away," Ps. 69 : 4.

^/ _ God has not reconciled the world unto
'^ himself hy Adam's flesh, for by his right-

eousness it was subject to the wrath and
;curse. And what can be reconciled by
wrath and curse? But he has done so by
himself, by mere grace, by his eternal Worcl,

that is, by his blessed Son, who became like

tinto the tirst Adam in all things except in

umighteousness, disobedience and sin, that

all honor and praise should belong to God
and not to us or to Adam. Yea," Christ Jesus,

who of God is made unto us wisdom and
righteousness, and sanctification and re-

demption, that, according as it is written.

He that glorieth let him glory in the Lord,"

1 Cor. 1: 30, 31.

"^Behold, beloved lords, friends and breth-

ren, thus I believe that God has sent ''His

o^vn Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and

for sin (which he conquered, or for which he
was offered), condemned sin in the flesh;

that the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,

but after the Spirit," Rom. 8: 3, 4. Again,
"He hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the

righteousness of God in him," 2 Cor. 5 : 21.

And thus he is become our only offer and
sacrifice, fulfillment and requisition, by
whom God, the Father is reconciled, by
whom his righteousness is fulfilled, the mal-
ediction removed, the devil, sin and ever-

lasting death conquered and eternal life re-

stored, yea, grace, favor, merc}^, peace and
eternal life. Paul saj^s, "He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for

us all, how shall he not with him also freely

give us all things P Rom. 8 : 32.

Thus I believe and confess that " God was
made manifest in the flesh," 1 Tim. 3 : 16;

"That God was in Christ reconciling the

world unto himself," 2 Cor. 5 : 19; that he
has blotted out our sins, and has again
seated himself at tlie right hand of the Maj-
esty on high; and all the angels of God
worship him there, Heb. 1 : 6. And with this

doctrine of the concej)tion and incarnation

of Christ, all scrii)tural testimony and trutli

agree.

First, Paul sa3's, " What is it but that he
also descended first into the lower jjarts of

the earth ? He that descended is the same
also that ascended up far above all heavens,

that he might fill all things," Eph. 4 : 9, 10.

Again, Christ himself sa3^s, "No man hath
ascended up to heaven, but he that came
down from heaven, even the Son of man
which is in heaven." Again, "He that com-
eth from above, is above all; he that is of

the earth, is earthly, and speaketh of the

earth : he that cometh from heaven, is above
all, and what he hath seen and heard, that

he testifieth; and no man receiveth his tes-

timony," Jn. 3 : 31, 32. Again, "I am
the living bread which came down from
heaven; if any man eat of tliis Inead, he
shall live forever; and the bread that I will

give is my flesh, which I will give for the

life of the world," "Dotli this ofiend you?
What and if ye shall see the Son of man
ascend up where he was before f ' Jn. 6 : 51,

61, 62. Again, "I came forth from the Fa-
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ther, and am come unto the world; again, I

leave the world and go to the Father," Jn.

16 : 28. Again, " Father, I Mill that they

also, whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am ; that tliey may behold my glory,

which thoTi hast given me, for thou lovedst

me before the foundation of the world," Jn.

17: 24. Again, "That which was from the

beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon and our hands have handled,

of the word of Life (for the life was man-
ifested)," 1 Jn. 1:1; and also many other

Scriptures, particularly of John.

All those who, by the grace of God, clear-

ly and intelligently see into and confess

this doctrine of the incarnation of our belov-

ed Lord Jesus Christ, Avill rightly confess

and comprehend the unspeakable grace, fa-

vor, compassion, mercy, and the inexpress-

ibly great love of God the Father expressed

and manifested in Christ Jesus, as he him-

self says, "For God so loved the world that

he gave his only begotten Son,that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish but have
everlasting life," Jn. 3: 16. Again, "In this

was manifested the love of God towards us,

because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through
him. Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be

the propitiation for our sins," 1 Jn. 4: 9, 10.

For how could God show greater paternal

love to us than so to humble his eternal

Wisdom and Truth, his pure, powerful

AVord, his blessed Son, by whom he created

all things; who was like unto him in form,

the image of his blessed being, that he be-

came less than the angels, a poor, despised,

passive, mortal man or servant, who alone

had to bear the trouble, labor, transgres-

sion, ciu'se and death of the whole world.

He so humbled him that he l)ecame the

most miserable of men, 1 Pet. 2 : 24 ; Isa. 53 : 6,

"a worm, and no man; a reproach of men,
and despised of the people," Ps. 22: 6; and
thus the innocent, the true, the wise, the

righteous, the obedient and the pure Christ

Jesus had to wash off, blot out, and satisfy

the guilt, falsehood, foolishness, unright-

eousness, disobedience and uncleanness of

all men. Say, beloved, who ever heard of

greater love ?

Beloved, holy father and brother, this is,

before God, my doctrine, faith and confes-

sion of the consoling incarnation of our be-

loved Lord Jesus Christ, which is, in my
opinion, very strong and incontrovertible

by the Holy Scriptures; nor can I, there-

fore, be convinced by any view of the mat-
ter, by any of your reasonings and writings

hitherto advanced by you against our
doctrine, faith and confession; as you turn

and exjjlain them according to a natural

and carnal sense, and not to the true ex-

planation and sense of the Holy Spirit;

which, doubtlessly, should not be the case

in this matter, since this glorious work of

the incarnation of Christ is wrought and
accomplished by God through his Holy
Spirit, above all natural causes solely in

faith, as the pleasure of God directs.

I repeat, this is my confession to those

who desired to hear my belief and feeling

in regard to this article. Yet, I never teach

it so profoundly in my common admoni-
tions to the brethren and friends; nor have
I, heretofore, ever taught it thus profound-

ly, as I have told you verbally. But I simply
teach that the blessed Christ Jesus is truly

God and man, a Son of God, and a son of

man, conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of

the virgin Mary, a poor, despised man, like

unto us in all things, except sin; that it is

he who was promised in the law by the

prophets, and is our true Messiah, Christ,

King, David, Propliet, Bishop and Priest,

the Deliverer, Savior, Sacrifice, Reconcilia-

tion, Fulhller, Sliepherd, Teacher, Example,
Mediator, Advocate, Ruler, Commander,
Bridegroom, Light of the world, the true

Door to the fold, the eternal Wisdom, the

image of God, the Father's Word, the

right Way, Truth and Life, &c. For I

know full well that there are few who can
understand this particular matter, even

after it is explained to them. Therefore, I

say, I deem it unnecessary for me and for

all teachers to teach this matter of the in-

carnation of Christ further than, simpl}^, to

the teachingoftheregeneration of the church,

to love, to consolation, to the sanctification

and to live and act according to his holy

doctrine and life. Would to God that we
were all of such a mind. But in case one

wants to search further and inquire into
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this matter, if meet to know and his under-

standing reaches far enongli, it will not be
hidden from him ; if not it will be said unto
him, A litora te ne qiiaejieris, Eccl. 3: 21.

Well, as this is our doctrine and under-

standing, not otherwise than according to

the testimony of the Scriptures, as we can by
the grace of God, best understand and com-
prehend it, we yet fear that our explana-
tion from the word of God will not satisfy

and convince you to unite with us in this

matter, but that you will persevere in your
adopted reasonings and ai-guments and try

to explain it literally, nati;rally and hu-

manlike; not observing that Isaiah, Mat-
thew, Luke and John clearly testify that it

was brought about by faith in Mary, liy the

power of the Holy Ghost, as was said

above.

O, let us not humble the Almighty Father
in his mercy ! Let us not rob the blessed

Son of God of his glory. Beloved brethren

the Scripture remains eternal and unbroken.
Take heed, lest you err. Thus speaks
Isaiah, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive,

and bear a Son," Isa. 7: 14. Again, the

angel of the Lord said Tinto Joseph, "That
which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost," Matt. 1 : 20. Again, when Mary
asked the angel the manner of the concep-

tion, how it shall be, he answered: "The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the

power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee," Luke 1 : aS. Again, this is the sure

testimony of John the servant of God and
of Christ, concerning the incarnation of

Jesus Christ. " Tiie word was made flesh,"

Jn. 1: 14. He does not say, Tlie toord took

unto itselffesJi.

Behold, dear brethren, however incontro-

vertible these reasons and Scriptures be by
which we try to establish our assertion, yet
I fear that we, on account of this article,

will be judged and considered as being sec-

tarian, heretical and deceitful, notwithstand-

ing there may be many among us who fear

the Lord from their inmost hearts, who
never in their lives, heard a word spoken in

regard to the mystery of this matter as pre-

viously expressed with great clearness; nor
ever inquired into it, besides they neither

knew nor understood anything about it;

but they are satisfied with the Father's fa-

vor through Christ; obey his holy word,
follow his example, love, doctrine and life,

and are rejoiced, solely, at the remission of
sins, freedom of the Spirit, grace, favor,

promise, mercy and eternal life, which they
have received through him. O, that all the
wise and learned, even all the men of this
world would satisfy themselves with the
plain, humble teaching of Jesus Christ and
his apostles, not climbing higher nor re-

maining lower; would seek God, with puri-
ty of heart—and firmly believe, fear, love
and obey his blessed word. O, what pre-

cious talents and what glorious gain would
then, by the grace of God, be gathered into

the treasury of the Lord. But, as it is,

there are many, alas, whose faith and
knowledge is not iu their hearts but solely
upon their lips and tongues, non loquor ad
erubescentiam 'prohomm, who find pleasure
in foolish and useless questions and in dis-

putation; who are versed more in the wis-
dom of man than in the wisdom of God;
who are of broken minds, who ever learn
and never come to the true knowledge of
the eternal truth; and who ever contradict

and reprove them by the plain word of the
holy gospel of Jesus Christ, out of mere
brotherly love, is from that moment con-

sidered by them as being a shameful sec-

tarian or a wicked perverse heretic; Ipsi

judicate, an ne venvm sit quod dice? not-

withstanding that their own unbelieving
hearts are quite earthly, carnal, and devil-

ish and their whole life nothing but mere
flesh, pride, vanity, laziness, unchristianlike

avarice, hatred, crueltj^ blood-thirstiness,

drunkenness, flattery, in short, notliing but
sin and shame. O, might it be that I lie

and do not tell the truth !

Nevertheless let them slander and up-
braid as much as they please; we will will-

ingly bear it. We will all be judged by
one Judge who will scrupulously try and
reward their doctrine, faith , zeai , seeking and
life, as well as ours. Then it will ajjpear who
have anxiously sought the everlasting truth
of God, the praise and honor of the Lord,
and the everlasting salvation of all man-
kind. Brethren, beware, lest you become
like these fruitless disputers. Take heed,
if you would save 3^our souls, that you sin-

cerely seek, desire, believe, receive, and
live according to the saving tiuth of God,
Amen.
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OBJECTIONS.

As I have shown and confessed to jon

tlie firm foundation of the incarnation of

the Lord, that he did not become flesh of

Mary, bnt that he became flesh in Mary;

and as I have also, in part, adduced the

reasons and Scriptures by which we are

forced to such belief therefore I will now
briefly reply to your Scriptures and argu-

ments, hitherto advanced, by which you
teach and undertake to prove that he did

not simply become flesh in I^Iary bnt of

Mary.
First, you ask, "If he is not the seed of

woman?" We answer. Yes, Gen. 3: 15.

From this you conclude that if he is the

seed of woman, he is also man born of wo-

man. We answer by asking, had not the

deceiving serpent a body ? You must an-

swer, Yes. For G-od said, " Upon thy belly

shalt thou go and dust shalt tliou eat all

the days of thy life." Again, Was not the

deceived woman corporeal? Doubtlessly

so. If the natural and corporeal seed

of the deceived woman be bodily, then the

seed of the serpent must also be a natural,

bodily seed, of which God himself has

spoken and testified in Genesis. Or else

you must admit and confess that the one

should be understood spiritually and the

other literally. Not at all, beloved breth-

ren. But the bodily serpent represents the

spiritual serpent, namely Satan, Rev. 12: 14,

and has his spiritual seed, which is false-

hood, Jn. 8: 44. Thus also, the woman,
who is the mother of all mankind, a like

image of Adam, flesh of his flesh, and bone

of his bone; subject to her husband, after

she had sinned—the image of the new spir-

itual bride, namely, of thecliurch of Christ,

which is the image of Christ, Rom. 8: 29,

flesh of Christ's flesh and bone of his bone,

subject to Christ, Eph. 5: 30. If the bride

be spiritual then the seed must be spiritual,

namely, the eternal truth, which truth is

Christ himself, Jn. 14: G. Behold, most
beloved, thus the serpent is spiritual and
his seed is spiritual of which he begets all

his children of accursed falsehood. On the

contrary, the bride is spiritual and her

seed is spiritual, of which she begets all her

children of the saving truth. Between these

is constant opposition, as may be plainly

seen. Yet truth triumphs, and falsehood

is vanquished, notwithstanding falsehood

opposes with all its power. O, brethren,

do understand the Scriptures aright, lest we,

through misunderstanding or pernicious

obduracy, deceive ourselves and with us

many souls. If you be not satisfied

with the clear explanation of these Script-

ures, bM still maintain that both the woman
and the seed must be corporeal, then we
know and confess that this same woman
conceived in her womb the beforementioned

seed, which is God's word, Jn. 1:1; not

from her body nor of her body, but of God,
by the power of the Holy Ghost, Matt.

1: 18, through faith, Luke 1: 34.

Secondly, You ask, If lie is not called tlie

seed of AhraJiam? AVe answer: Yes, Gal.

3 : 16. From this yon conclude that he
must, according to the flesli, be descended

from the flesh and blood of Abraham. In

confirmation you cite the saying of Paul,

"For verily he took not on him the nature

of angels; but he took on him the seed of

Abraham; wherefore in all things it be-

hooved him to be named like unto his

brethren," Heb. 3: 16, 17. To this in the

first place we reply. That your conclusion

is according to the flesh and not with the

word of God. John says, "The word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us;" and it is

of the Holy Ghost, Matt. 1: 25; therefore it

was not Abraham's natural tiesh and blood.

But by grace it was promised the beloved

father Abraham, that he, that is, the true

blessing of all nations, should not come of

the seed of his brethren, nor of the gentiles

nor uncircumcised, but of his seed, that is,

of his generation, as it is written, "In thee

shall all families of the earth be blessed,"

Gen. 13: 3. Thus is Christ Jesus promised,

to Abraham and born of his seed, accord-

ing to the promise, as Christ himself says,

that "salvation is of the Jews," Jn. 4: 22,

and thus he is called the seed and son of

Abraham, Gal. 3: 16; Matt. 1: 1. For he
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is, doiTbtlessly, according to his blessed

flesh which is conceived of the Holy Ghost
of Abraham's seed, come and born for the

salvation of ns all.

Again, the saying of Panl which you al-

lege to sustain your caiise was not taught

and spoken by the Holy Ghost in such a
sense as you claim; but Paul says, "Both
he that sanctifieth and they who are sancti-

fled are all of one (that is, you say, "of
one Adam." Bi\t we say they are of one,

that is, of one God), for which cause he (the

Savior) is not ashamed to call them (the I

sanctifled) brethren, saying, I will declare !

thy name unto my brethren-, in the midst I

of the church will I sing praise unto thee,"
!

Heb. 2: 11, 12. For as Christ Jesus was
born from above of the Fatlier and is there-

fore called God's cliild or Son, having God
as Father, thus, also, all who receive Christ
" to them gave he power to become the sons

of God," Jn. 1 : 12. Such also have God as

their Father. As the regenerated areborn,

together with Christ Jesus, of one God, and
have one Father, therefore he calls the

sanctified who, with him, are born of God,
his brethren, not because of the flesh but
because of tlie new birth. If it were other-

wise you would have to consent and admit
that all wicked, unbelieving and perverse

men and women were brethren and sisters

of Christ Jesus as well as the believing, sin-

cere and pious ones. Not so, for Christ

Jesus saj's, "Whosoever shall do the will

of my Father which is in heaven, the same
is my brother and sister, and mother. Matt.

12: 50. Read and understand it rightly.

Further, Paul says, "Behold I and the chil-

dren which God hath given me," Heb. 2 : 13.

Forasmuch then as the children are par-

takers of flesh and blood, he also himself

partook of the same (that is, mortal, as a

consequence); that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death,

that is, the devil, and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime

subject to bondage, which was the seed and
generation of Abraham, and, l^y the terri-

ble threat, siibject to the heavy burden
and intolerable yoke of the law of Moses.

For verily he took not on him the nature of

angels; if you understand it as meaning the

good, then you should know that they did

not sin; but if you take it as meaning the

evil ones, then you should know that he re-

jected them and keeps them in the bondage
of eternal darkness unto the great judgment
day. Therefore Paul says, "For verily he
took not on him the nature of angels ; birt

he took on him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in all things it behooved him to

be made like unto his brethren (to wit:

weak and mortal), tliat he might be a mer-
ciful and faithful High Priest in things per-

taining to God, to make reconciliation for

the sins of the people. For in that he him-
self hath suffered being tempted, he is able

to succor them that are tempted," Heb.
2: 16—18. Now, judge for yourselves wheth-
er this is not th" right meaning of this Script-

ure of Paul. In the third place you declare

and say thus: Paul plainly teaches that

Christ Jesus is born of the seed of David ac-

cord! iir/ to the flesh, and is proven to he the

Son of God, with voioer; according to the

spirit of sanctification. Therefore he is,

you conclude, according to the flesh, of the

seed or loins of David, and according to

the Spirit, alone, born of God.
To which we reply: It is true that it would',

foUoAv in the common course of nature that

Christ was born of the seed or loins ofl

David; but it is not in accordance with the'

testimony of Scripture. The reason is this

:

Because the Scripture teaches that the

"AVord was made flesli,'' and that it came
forth from the Holy Ghost, Jn. 1: 14; Matt.

1: 20; Rom. 1: 2. Therefore, beloved breth-

ren this is the true meaning of Paul in re-

gard to this and like Scriptures; the con-

soling promise of the future Savior was
given to Abraham; that he should be born

of his seed or generation. Abraham's off-

spring were, Islimael, Isaac, and the chil-

dren of Keturah. The promise of the pa-

triarch was again given to Isaac, and not

to the others. Isaac begat Esau and Jacob.

Not Esau, but Jacob again received the

promise given to his father Abraham and
Isaac. Jacob multiplied into twelve tribes;

and, that the promised Savior might not be

looked for from the tribe of Reuben, Dan,

Gad, or any of the eleven tribes, therefore

the Holy Ghost points to Judah and not to

any of the other tribes. Gen. 49 : 10. Judab,

multiplying into many branches, the prom-
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ise is renewed in David, 2 Kin. 7: 12. Thus

the mercifnl Father has ever testified and

shown beforehand, from one patriarch to

another and from one generation to anotlier,

that all men might know from which patri-

^ archs and generations the promised Savior

and Deliverer of all mankind should be

born, according to the flesh, as the Jews

well knew by such showing of Scripture,

saying, "Hath not the Scripture said that

Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out

of the town of Bethlehem," Jn. 7 : 42. "He
came unto his own and his own received

him not." He is come of the seed or gener-

ation of David, according to the promise;

but they did not receive him. Yea, the ap-

pointed hour is come. Gabriel was sent of

y God to a virgin named Mary who was ])rom-'

^ ised to a man.f Mary believed the word of

the Lord; the "Holy Ghost overshadowed

her, &c. The Word, in her, became flesh,

Jn. 1: 14. It is conceived and brought forth

of the Holy Ghost, Matt. 1:20; and accord-

ing to this same flesh, or with this same
flesh, which was conceived of and brought

forth of the Holy Ghost, he is born of Mary,

the piire virgin, wlio was of the seed and
generation of David; David was of Judali;

Judah of Jacob; Jacob of Isaac; Isaac of

Abraham; and thus the divine promise was
fulfilled, which God through grace alone had
promised and given to the abovementioned
patriarchs; and thus was born, according

to the flesh, as was said above, of the seed

or generation of David; and by his saving

Spirit is proven to be the living Sou of God,

Rom. 1: 4. For if he were to prove or de-

clare himself to be the Son of God, it must,

without doubt, be according to his sanctify-

ing Spirit, inasmuch as he could not be

such according to the flesh, as he had hum-
bled himself, and was forsaken of the Fa-

ther, was weak, despised, hungry, thirsty,

passive, mortal, and like unto us in all

things, yet without sin. Beloved brethren,

take heed. The alleged Scripture of Paul

is very clear, and has every where a scruple,

Rom. 1: 13.

In the fourtli place, you say, Christ is called a fruit

of the loius of David. Therefore he must be the natu-

ral and pleasing seed of David.

Answer. These words, according to the

letter were spoken of Solomon and not of

Christ; which Solomon was naturally born
ofthe loins ofDavid. Thus Nathan spoke un-
to David, "And when thy days be fulfilled,

and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I

will set up thy seed after thee, which shall

proceed out of thy bowels, and I will estab-

lish thy kingdom. He shall build a house
for my name, and I will stablisli the throne

of his kingdom forever. I will be his fa-

ther, and he shall be my son (now note of

whom it is spoken). If he commit iniquity,

I will chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men," 2

Sam. 7: 12—14. Now, Christ never commit-

ted iniquity ; for he knew not sin ; neither was
guile found in his mouth, 1 Pet. 2 : 22. Again,
in the Psalms, "The Lord hath sworn in

truth unto David; he will not turn from it;

of the fruit of thy body will I set up on thj'

throne. If thy children will keep my cove-

nant, and my testimony tliat I shall teach

them, their children shall also sit upon thy
throne for ever more," Ps. 132: 11, 12. That
this is literally spoken of Solomon, he him-

self testifies in plain words, 1 Kin. 3: 6;

8: 20; which Solomon, without doubt, rep-

resented in figure, Christ Jesus, as in his

glory, wisdom, building of the temple, &c.

Behold, most beloved, thus we should not

take the letter for the spirit and the spirit

for the letter. But that the promise accord-

ing to the Spirit had reference to Christ; is

incontrovertible; for this the holy prophets

of God plainly show; and particularly , Isa.

9: (5; Jer. 23: 5; 33: 15.

In the fifth place you ask. If he is not a fruit of the

womb of Mary ?

Ansioer. Yes, Luke 1 : 38. From this

you conclude.

If ho be a fruit of the womb of Mary then he is also

brought forth of her flesh and blood by the power of

the Holy Ghost. For if he were not of her flesh and

blood then he could not bo called a fruit of her womb.

But l_iecause he is of her flesh he is called the fruit of

her body, as an apple is called the fruit of a tree, be-

cause it grows upon the tree, and partakes of its nat-

ure, through the strength of the earth.

Answer. According to the course of nat-

ure your conclusion is in part right, but

according to scriptural testimony quite

wrong. For the Scriptures say, that Mary,
the pure virgin, by faith, conceived the eter-

nal word of God which in the beginning

was with God, and was God, that it became
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flesh, Jn. 1: 14; conceived and brought forth

of the Holy Spirit, Matt. 1: 20; that it was
human and natural-like; nourished in her;

and was in due time born as a natural child

is born of its mother. Thus Christ Jesus

I

remains the precious, blessed fruit of the

I womb of Mary, according to the words of

Elizabeth, which was conceived not of her

womb but in her womb wrought by the

i
Holy Spirit through faith, of God the om-

1 nipotent Father, from high heaven, as we
(have frequently shown.

You allege a natural reason concerning

the tree and its fruits in proof of your as-

sertion. Inasmuch as you do so, I will re-

ply to your reasoning according to nature,

namely, I have a well prepared field, well

pulverized and manured, bearing abun-
dance of wheat, corn, or rye. I say, ah,

that is a beautiful crop, which fruit this field

coirld not produce of itself, however well-

tilled and rich the same was, and however
much it was induced to do so by the heat

of the sun and the moisture of the atmos-

phere, until the seed was sown in by the

sower. Being sown, and grown up it is

called the fruit of the field, notwithstanding

it was first sown thereon. An apple is

called the fruit of the tree, although it is

produced and grown by the soil on which
''^ the tree is grown.

In the same manner the heavenly seed,

namel}^, the word of God, was sown in

Mary, and by her faith, being conceived in

her by the Holy Ghost, became flesh; and
thus it is called the fruit of her womb, the

same as a natural fruit or oflspring is called

the fruit of its natural mother, Jn. 1 : 14.

For Christ Jesus, of his origin, is no earthly

man, that is, a fruit of the flesh and blood

of Adam ; but he is a heavenly fruit or man.
For his beginning or origin is of the Father,

\

Jn. IG: 28^ like unto the first Adam, yet

without sin. Given to Adam and his chil-

dren, in case they hear and receive him in

his holy word, to their everlasting salva-

tion and deliverance, of God the merciful

Father alone through grace and mercy;
without price and without any previous

mention on our part.
In the sixth place you say, God could not suffer. If

Christ's flesh were not of earth or of Adam, Ijut from
heaven, then he could not liave been passive, and conse-

quently he could not have died.

79

*

Ansioer. Be impartial and judge rightly.

Your meaning is, that Christ Jesus accord-

ing to the Spirit alone, is of the Father, in

which Spirit he was impassive and immor-
tal, as you say, but that he was not of the

Father according to the flesh. But according
to the flesh, in which he suffered and died,

you teach that he is of earth, that thus the

law (wherewith earthly man was cursed on
account of his disobedience) concerning the

earthly man, namely Christ, might be ful-

filled, that he by obedience might save, and
we in him, by the communion of his human
nature and blood, whereby he has fulfilled

the righteousness of the Father in our flesh.

This foundation is implied in your Latin
syllogisms. We will not controvert this

by subtle syllogisms nor by acute human
cavilings, for we do not have them; but we
controvert it by the plain testimony of the

word alone, which cannot be turned by
flatterings, nor broken by human reason.

First, we confess and consent before all

the world that God, the Almighty, eternal

Father is quite impassive and immortal;
for with him there is no cliange, Jas. 1: IT.

Ego Deus, inqiiit Proplieia, &c., non mutor.

But God, the Son, the eternal Word
is humbled, has denied himself, became
less than the angels, miserable, mortal flesh

or man, Jn. 1: 14.

You say, God cannot suffer; but the

Scripture says otherwise, that God, the Son,

has suffered, for he himself says, I am the

flrst and the last, I am he that liveth and
was dead, and behold I am alive for ever-

more. Rev. 1: 18; 22:13. Adam'sflesh was
not the first and the last ; but he who was
before every creature, by whom all things

were created, Ejph. 3: 9. Whose goings forth

were from the beginning and from eternity.

This is the first and tlie last; this same one

is become flesh; he has suffered, he died,

he again became living and shall live for-

ever. Take heed, lest you willfully oppose
the Scriptures. Christ can not be divided

into two parts, as you think.

I repeat, the Father is impassive, immor-
tal and unchangeable; but for our sakes

the Son is humbled, became passive and
mortal, according to the testimony of the

Scriptures, Phil. 2:7; Heb. 2: 14; 1 Pet. 1 : 19,

and many other Scriptures. Therefore he

-^^
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prayed his beloved Father that he might
again acquire the glory that he had with

I
the Father, which he had lost in becoming
man, Jn. 17: 5. If he remained unchanged
in his divine form, and if he suffered in that

which he took of earth, as jou say, then

tell nie, beloved, wliat he had lost that he de-

sired again to acquire of his Father? Ex-
' amine the Scriptures rightly and pra}% and

/ by the grace of God, j^our eyes will be

// V opened to behold the truth of Christ.

Again, in the second place we answer,

that tlie whole Christ Jesus went forth from

his Father, Jn. 1:14; 3:31; G: 27; 8: 42;

14: 24; 16: 28; 17: 8; that the word of God
became flesh in Mary, the Lord himself

from heaven, 1 Cor. 15: 47; and that he was
afflicted and oppressed in the flesh, soul

and Si^irit, according to the testimony of

the Scriptures. In the flesh, because he was
crucifled. In his soul, because he himself

says, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even

unto death. In the Spirit, as he said Jn.

13: 2], Turhatus est Jesus Spirits, "He was
troubled in spirit." AVhich Christ Jesus

(that he might be an offering unto God), suf-

fered the judgment of tlie unrighteous; died

according to the flesh, but was made alive

according to the Spirit.

Again, in the third place we reply to your
syllogisms, thus: The commandment was
not given to the heavenly Clirist, but to the

earthly Adam and his seed, through Christ,

that is, through the word. Adam, trans-

gressing, was condemned to death through

the Word Christ, Gen. 3: 19. As the right-

eousness of God is unchangeable and eter-

nal, as you yourselves say, therefore diso-

bedient Adam must die according to the

immutable righteousness of God. As
Adam was earthly and of earth, and was
cursed by the word on account of his diso-

bedience and had to die, therefore nothing

could be expected nor taken from earth but

earth, from curse nothing but curse, and
from death notliing but death, as Paul
plainly shows, Rom. 5: 12. Adam, being

disobedient to the word which created him,

in not giving heed to it, and eating what it

had forbidden, had to die involuntarily the

death, with his seed, which the word had
promised him. Because it was for right-

eousness' sake that Adam and his descend-

ants had to die, he having sinned and not
having wherewith to requite; therefore it is

solely grace, mercy and love that he should
live. But how ? Through the righteousness

of Adam\s flesli ? Not at all; but the word
which had made Adam a living being,

which gave him tlie commandment and
promised him death, if he should commit
iniquity, as was said above. This same
word (as death had to be the consequence,

according to righteousness, as truth had
spoken) which God again promised to

Adam, was to become flesh; that, as he
was deceived by the liar, and therefore, ac-

cording to the justice of God, had to die,

he might again be delivered by the prom-
ised truth, and thus by grace and mercy
alone, inherit life eternal. Adam ])elieved

it and was consoled, and as a sign of the

truth of the promised favor and love, God
made unto Adam and unto his consort,

coats of skins and clothed them. Gen. 3: 21

Thus has not the earthly, guilt}^, trans

gressing, accursed and mortal llesh ofAdam
requited the righteousness, and appeased
his wratli, as you claim, but only the

heavenly, innocent, obedient, blessed and
quickening flesli of Christ, as the Scriptures

testif}'; that he bare our sins, 1 Pet. 2: 24;

Isa. S3: 8; by his wounds are we healed.

For the promised Word, Christ Jesus, is

become man and has fulflUed tlie righteous-

ness required by the law, as Paul says,

•'For what the law could not do, in that it

was weak through the flesh, God sending

his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,

and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.

That the righteousness of the law might be

fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,

but after the Spirit," Rom. 8: 3, 4.

Hence it follows that all those who are

born of Adam, and remain his in not re-

ceiving by faith the promised seed (I am
speaking of those of understanding age),

must, by the immutable righteousness of

God, inherit the curse of Adam, that is,

death, as a reward of sin. Christ himself

says, "He that believeth not shall be

damned," Mark IG: 16. Again, Paul says,

"The wages of sin is death," Rom. G: 23.

For the}' have no communion of tlie most
holy flesh and blood of Christ Jesus; nor

can they ever enjoy his deliverance, kind-

-^i-
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ness, merits and blessing unless tliey be
truly converted from the shameful darkness
of unbelief and sin, to the eternal, clear,

heavenly light, Christ Jesus, 1 Jn. 1:7.

But those who, with Adam, truly leceive

the promised seed and thus become renewed
and consoled in God, who are born anew
by this same seed; who are changed or con-

verted from the disobedient nature of Adam,
into the obedient nature of the Word, Christ

Jesus, these he calls tlesh of his flesh and
bone of his bone; he gives these unto him-
self, by mere grace, and makes them par-

takers of his righteousness, merits, cross,

blood and bitter death, yea, his whole life,

love and Spirit; for they are one body and
one Spirit with him; so tliat they willingly

fulfill, by this spirit of love which they have
received of him, for God is love, all that

which the merciful Father, by his saving

truth, Christ Jesus has commanded as John
testifies, saying, "And whatsoever we ask,

we receive of him, because we keep his com-
mandments, and do those things that are

pleasing in his sight," 1 Jn. 3: 22. Again,

Paul saj's, "Love is the fulfilling of the

law," Rom. 13 : 10. Again, Clu-ist says,

"He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me," Jn.

14:21.

Besides yoxi say, AVhat is born of the spir-

it is spirit. Just brethren, we do not say
Christ is born of the Spiiit, but we do say
with the Scripture that he is incarnate and
conceived by the Spirit. Now it is different

as you know, to be born of the Spirit and
to be incarnate and conceived by the Spirit.

Who doubts, moreover, but that to be born
of the Spirit is regeneration ! I beseech you
therefore, through the Lord as not being led

rightly by the Scriptures, if you hold these

things, you are ready to defend your cause.

Herewith, beloved lords, friends and breth-

ren, I conclude this my confession of the

incarnation of our beloved Lord Jesus
Christ. I write you this in accordance
to your desire, and place it before you
in all clearness, as one who is not ashamed

of his faith; although I do not thus deeply
go into the matter in my admonitions to

the brethren; but, alone, in an apostolic
manner admonish them to regeneration and
love. I desire, by the grace of the Lord,
that you will rightly see into all things and
rightly observe who have sinned. On the
contrary, who has requited sin, that we
may put on Adam and his descendants,
their unrighteousness, darkness, sin and
sliame; and give to Christ Jesus his right-

eousness, brightness, praise and honor.
Praying you, I sa}^, not to follow in this

and other matters, human wisdom, but the
wisdom of God; not intelligence, but Script-

ure; not flesh, but Spirit; not the writings

and opinions of the learned, but alone the
testimony of Christ and his apostles, fear-

ing God in purity of heart from j^our in-

most souls, as I should, also myself, that
we may not be like unto them who are ever
learning and never come to the knowledge
of the truth. Observe well that you do not
otherwise ask, hear and answer, but by sin-

cere zeal. Before God, faith and works
avail. In all things be prepared to do the
will of God and not the will of your idle,

vain unwilling flesh.

I know there are many who are disposed
to nothing but to search, inquire and dis-

pute, and have never once confessed and
received the most necessary things, without
which none can be saved, namely, the pierc-

ing, regenerating and sanctifying faith, the

urging fear of the Lord, and the burning
love of God and their brethren. Be not
like unto them. But, beloved brethren,

seek and strive after true wisdom ; open un-
to her; she stands before your door; behold
her beauty; taste of her fruits; search her
strength, and you will love, embrace and
gladly receive her; 3'our flesh will go under
and the Spirit arise, and go before you in

the word and truth of the Lord, until Adam
dieth in j'ou and Christ prevail. May God
give us all his divine grace, Amen.
"Take ye heed, watch and pray," Mark

13: 33.
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Beloved sirs, friends and brethren, as I

have disclosed nnto yon, at your own re-

quest, the foundation of my faith and feel-

ings concerning the very consoling incarna-

tion of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ, al-

though I do not teach the same so deeply

before the church, therefore I will now brief-

ly point out my foundation and feeling how
the teachers and church, who can rightly

be called christians, should be affected and
minded before God and before all the world,

according to the showing of the Scriptures,

so far as we can, by the grace of God,
comprehend and understand it from his

word; yet I will not dwell upon this matter

long, lest I become tedious.

First, I would say in regard to the preach-

ers and adduce this Scripture, "As my Fa-

ther hath sent me, even so send I you," Jn.

20: 21. Ever remain unchangeable in the

church of God, thus: As all true teachers

and preachers are sent of Christ Jesus, as

he is sent of his Father, therefore we should

rightly consider how and who this Christ

Jesus was, how and what he taught when
the Father sent him. He is doubtlessly the

Son and image of God, the Teacher of right-

eousness who has taught and testified noth-

ing but the truth, namely, the word of his

Father. He taught it in the power of the

Spirit and was urged b}^ tlie Holy Ghost
through an unquenchable fire of love to the

service of all mankind. Besides, he was the

burning, shining light of the world, the true

pattern of all virtue who could truly say,

"Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly of

heart." Again, "For I have given you an
example," &c., and therefore he gloried by
the true testimony of his Holy Spirit, say-

ing, "I am the good Shepherd," Jn. IS : 37;

7: 16; 1 : 9; 3 : 19; S : 12; 12 : 36; Matt. 11:

29; Jn. 13: 15; 10: 11.

This Christ Jesus, the Bishop of bishops,

and the Shepherd of shepherds, who was
faithful in all things unto which he was
sent of his heavenly Father, never sends

any other bishops, teachers, shepherds and
laborers in his vineyard, to his members,
children and sheep to care for them, to pas-

ture and protect them, than those who are

of one body. Spirit and mind with him, as

he is one with his Father, who, by the di-

vine Word, which is Christ, in him and in

his heavenly nature, are so renewed, con-

verted and changed that he may truly say
of them, Behold, these are the children which

j

God hath given me. Whosoever shall hear

you shall hear me, as the Father testified

! of Christ, saying, "This is my beloved Son
in whom I am well pleased, hear ye him,"

Matt. 17 : 5. Again, those wdio are of one
: spirit with Christ Jesus are members of his
' holy body, full of the love of God and of

their brethren, who with Christ Jesus, their

I

Bishop, seek nothing but the eternal gain,

honor, glory and praise of God, and the in-

ward conversion, regeneration and eternal

salvation of those whose brotherly care is

I

entrusted and commended to them of God.
; Yea, he sends such as are unblamable both

in doctrine and life; as are ru'ged by the

Holy Spirit; who sincerely lament, with
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Christ, about those who do not acknowl-
edge the gracions time of their temptation,

who are rejoiced, with all tlie angls of God,
at the conversion of a sinner, who so tliirst

after the salvation of all mankind as a hun-
gry person hungers after bread; who so ap-

ply the word and truth of the Lord that

they dare not teach or practice a word oth-

erwise than Christ Jesus himself has taiight,

practiced and commanded, namely, the

pure, unadulterated, biblical word in the

true sense and meaning of Christ and of his

holy apostles; who practice the sacramental

signs conformable to the gospel of Christ,

namely, the baptism of the believing (and
not of infants), and the Supper under both
forms, in such church as is flesh of Christ's

flesh and bone of his bone; such as are out-

wardly unblamable and inwardly of one
heart, spirit, soul and body in Christ Jesus.

Yea, he sends such whose doctrine is a salt;

whose life is as a shining light, long suffer-

ing, meek, lowly, merciful, hospitable, not

avaricious or selfish, not desirous of shame-
ful gain, not puffed up, of good report

among those of the world, ruling well his

own house, having a well-minded consort,

if they have the gift of cleanliness and obe-

dient children. Yea, in all things chaste,

sobfT, unblamable, having the Spirit, fear

and love of God. Again, so minded in all

things that they can truly say with Paul,

to their entrusted sheep, "Be ye followers

of me, even as I am of Christ." "Be thou an
example of the believers in Avord, in conver-

sation, in charity, in Spirit, in faith, in

purity," Heb. 3: 2; Jn. 17: 11; Heb. 2: 13;

Matt. 28: 19; Mark 16: 15; Eph. 5: 30; Matt.

.'5: 14; 1 Tim. 3: 2; Tit. 1: 6; 1 Cor. 4: 2;

11: 1; 1 Tim. 4: 12; Phil. 2: 17.

Behold, most beloved, thus the teachers

should be minded who shall serve the Lord's

church, that they may not hear from the

obdurate and refractory : '

'Why do you teach
others and not yourselves ?" Nor can they

otherwise teach to the glory of God; for the

service of the New Testament is a service of

the Spirit and not of the letter, 2 Cor. 3:6.

Therefore Christ never chooses as laborers

in his vineyard, as servants and builders,

such as are avaricioiis, drunkards and
idlers, that the kingdom of God, which is

spiritual, may be taught in purity of heart,

pasturing the sheep of Christ, not by force,

but willingly, not being intent on shameful
gain but on affection, not as those who seek
dominion over others, but as examples to

the flock of Christ, not serving for a certain

benefice, pension, or stipulated salary as
do your teachers, but, solely, for the gain
of the souls which Christ Jesus has so dear-
ly bought with his precious blood. En-
trusting and commending to the God, who,
by his grace, created, delivered, regenerated
and sent them to his ministration, to the care
of their temporal necessaries of life, dili-

gently feeding themselves, by the grace of
the Lord, from their own or their rented
lands, or from the labor of their hands, so
far as is possible; that they do not sell the
free word of God, given them without price,

and thus live on shameful gain, robbery
and theft. Let all sincere and pious serv-

ants of Christ beware of this, and whatever
they cannot obtain by dne prudence and
diligence will doubtlessly be provided for

them by the begotten brethren who fear the
Lord, for whom they sow spiritual things;

and not by inconvertible heathen, drunk-
ards, usurers, whoremongers and such like.

For such teachers are the oxen which tread
out the corn, which should not be muzzled,
1 Cor. 9: 9; 1 Tim. 5: 18; Dent. 25: 4; they
are those who are worthy of double honor,
with whom all things should be shared, and
who shall live by the gospel according to

the Lord's own ordinance, as the priests

under the law, lived by the altar; these are
the true laborers worthy of their reward as
Christ says; such teachers we shall ac-

knowledge, honor, maintain in love, and
for their labors' sake keep peace with them,
as Paul teaches, "For they watch for your
souls as they that must give account," Heb.
13: 17.

Behold most beloved sirs, friends and
brethren, thus has God, the merciful Father,
sent his blessed Son, who was in his own
form, and minded like him in all things,

namely, Christ Jesus, who has sent such
as were of one spirit, soul and body with
him, without a staff", purse, shoes, scabbard,
money, gold and silver, that is, without all

solicitude and avarice. The apostles or-

dained, at all places where they had be-

gotten churches, such bishops and teachers
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as were unblamable both in doctrine and

in life, and liave never mentioned annual

incomes, benefices or rents. For they were

men of God, servants of Christ, full of the

love of God and their beloved brethren,

who labored, taught, songlit, pastured and
watched through mere love, urged by the

Spirit, not only for one, two or three hours

a week, in the synagogue, but at all hours

and places, in synagogues, streets, houses,

mountains and fields. And, as they had
received the knowledge of tlie kingdom of

God, the truth, love and Spirit of God, !

without price, so they were, again, prepared
\

to dispense it diligently and teach it with-

out price, to their ueecly brethren; and, as

for the temporal necessaries of life, the be-

gotten church was sufficiently urged by
]ove, through th.e Spirit and word of God
to give unto such faithful servants of Christ,

and watchers of their souls, all tlie necessa-
j

ries of life, to assist them and provide for !

them all suchthings they could not obtain
j

themselves. O, brethren, tiee from avarice !

Again, those teachers did not go about

offering their services, as these do, but they

were called of God, as were Aaron, Jeremi-

ah, Isaiah, Zechariah, Paul and others.

Others, born of the unblamable church of

Christ, were chosen by lot, as was Matthias

Acts 1:26. Being called, they were con-

strained by the Spirit, to teach, to admon-
ish, to console, to reprove and to serve and
protect their poor brethren and sisters ac-

cording to God's holy word, with all their

strengtli. As they were thus called, and
felt in them an urging spirit and moved by
love, as was said above, so they reasonably

filled their office with all solicitude and dil-

igence, watching night and day for the eter-

nal salvation of their sheep, working dili-

gently in the vineyard of the Lord, ruling

the people of God with the rod of the Lord;

they did not doubt, made use of no flat-

tery; but in a good conscience they re-

proved the great as well as the small, the

rich as well as the poor, the learned as well

as those that were not learned; the word
was proclaimed in their church, wholesome
and unadulterated, at all times a^d in all

places, as was said above, according to the

measure of their faith and Spirit which God,

by his grace, had given to every one of

them. Most beloved, do not excuse your-
selves because all who boasted themselves
as being teachers of the church of Christ,

even in the times of Paul, were not sincere,

pious, and urged by love, as appears from
Phil. 1 : 15; 2: 21 ; 3: 2. Verily, I say unto
3'ou,they boasted of being such, but in truth,

before God they were not. For it is not

hidden from you what kind of fruits they

produced and how Paul regarded them.

As you are aware that it is not the intention

and will of God, nor ever shall be, that

his holy word should be proclaimed to the

erring world unto salvation, eitherby (bunk-
ards, whoremongers, avaricious, idolaters,

despisers of the Scripture, gluttons, proud,

thieves, bloodthirsty, vain talkers, enemies
of the cross of Christ, by those whose belly

is their God, by those who are already
condemned by the word of God, or by the

carnal or earthly-minded. But only, by
the truly regenerated christian, unblama-
ble men who sincerel}^ seek God from their

inmost souls, urged by the Holy Ghost and
constrained by love, as Christ said thrice

imto Peter, "Lovest thou me? Yea, Lord
(answered Peter); thou knowest all things

and knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith

unto him. Feed my lambs," Jn. 21 : 15.

O, most beloved, take heed what spirit

urges you, what love constrains 3'ou, what
church calls you and what things you seek.

Follow the good and not the evil. I tell

you in Christ Jesus that my soul is troubled

for your sakes. I pray you, beloved breth-

ren, receive it with a will. I must frankly

speak my mind; for as much as I can de-

duce and understand from my past actions

and from j'our apparent fruits, 3'ou are all,

none of your teachers excepted, urged by
3'our flesh and belly, and are therefore all

hirelings and not shepherds, Jn. 10: 12. Or,

at best, are such shepherds as seek the

wool, milk and flesh and do not care for the

Lord's sheep. For wherever the fattest are,

there are also the best sheep. O breth-

ren, consider what the Lord's prophets have
so often threatened on such. Yea, how
many are found among you who, for the

sake of an earthen house, or for ten guild-

ers, move from one place to another, as if

they were not all bought equally dear at

one price ? I fear that you would all do it.
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O brethren, if you confess this to be true

then judge for yourselves what is your seek-

ing, and if you will not verbally confess it,

superhia fl-tie j^'^rfinacia impediente, it ran

yet not be denied by the intelligent. God
has been mocked long enough. Brethren,

be converted !

As tlie teachers are serving their bellies,

avaricious, desirous of shameful gain, eartli-

ly-minded, as Paul says, not to say proud,

lazy, vain, drunken, spiteful and envious,

so are also minded, all those who are

tauglit and liegotten of them, as may be
plainly seen, inasmuch as both teacher and
church live and walk so sliamefullj^that all

heaven must be ashamed and astounded
thereat. For their avarice, unchastity,

pride, pomp, greed, drunkenness, liatred,

envy, fornication, adulterj^, blood-thirsti-

ness, usury, fraud, vanity, and all manner
of shame have no limits or bonds. More-
over, we iind open fencing-schools, gam-
bling houses, houses of ill-fame and drink-

ing liouses. For as tlie teachers are, so are

also their doctrine, sacraments and church,

as is said, Qualis Papa, tale Ecangdium and
omnia. Verily, I say, believe it if you
choose, Christ does not send such avaricious,

selfish and carnal teachers, nor does he ac-

knowledge such a self-conceited, carnal and
blamable church. But those who are sent

of Christ Jesus have his Spirit, crucify the

lusts and desires of their liesh, that they,

preachingto others may not be found shame-
ful, seeking alone, the praise of God and the

salvation of their beloved brethren, refusing

all shanu^fiil gain, presents and gifts, so

long as they have wherewith to maintain
themselves, honoring none for the sake of

gain, living unblamably, teaching the word
wholesomely and using the sacraments ac-

cording to the commandments of the Lord,

excluding all degenerated sisters and breth-

ren, again proclaiming grace to those that

are converted, having eternal vigilance and
care for those whose care is entrusted to

them of the Lord's church.

As you are not such as the Scriptures re-

quire you to be, but are as yet in opposi-

tion to the true doctrine, and also, blama-
ble in life, as is apparent, therefore I ad-

monish you in all earnestness and fraternal

love, to become first sincere christians be-

fore you undertake to impress and teach

Christ unto others. Let us examine our-

selves, that we may learn to know our own
ailings, and knowing them, die unto them.

For before God, neither smooth words nor
semblance will avail. Brethren, I must
tell you the plain truth which may be gall-

ing and bitter to you because there is found
neither Spirit nor power, nor trust in Christ,

nor fear of God, nor love of the brethren

with your teachers, but only a vain calling

of words for the sake of a stipulated salary,

without any show of christian fruits. There-

fore all your calling is nothing but to sow
on the shore to reap the wind; for the pui-e

word of God and the teaching of the Holy
Spirit cannot be pointed out and tauglit by
servants who are unclean and carnal. To
this all intelligent persons must, doubtless-

ly, consent.

As you then, I say, are blanuible both
in doctrine and in life, and as your doctrine,

such as you have, is hired for a salary and
Avithout spiritual fiuit, and as no unblama-
ble church is begotten of j'ou, and as the

signs of the Word are abused by you ; there-

fore it is apparent that you are not the true

messengers of God, but you run }'our own
course, urged by the liesh and not by the

Spirit; not sincerely seeking the salvation

of the church, but rather the temporal prof-

its and rents, and that with such rapacity

that you are not ashamed to receive them
as a reward and price of 3'our preaching,

which were in ancient times, by feigned

words and fraudulent commerce, as Peter

says, nay, by nothing but theft and sly

robbery, taken from the true and legal

heirs.

Thus you sell, first, the precious, free

word of God which, by grace, was given us

of God, without price. And secondly, it is

paid for by that which was stolen. Here
lies hidden more than I will disclose. Qui

defurto vttit and rapina non duhium est,

quim fur est and raptor. Do look at the

matter in a christian light. Behold, feel

and taste your manifest error, unworthi-

ness and plain avarice. I here speak of all

your preachers; for they all enjoy such

gain. Your teachings, benelices, pensions

and rents are such an abomination before

my eyes, that brethren, verily I would
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rather be beheaded, burned, drowned or

torn into quarters by four horses than to

receive, on account of my preaching, such

benefices, pensions or rents. Yea, wlien giv-

ing salaries to preachers was established,

there surely crept into the church of Christ

a very fearful, corrupting pestilence; wliich

has corrupted so that, alas, there are scarce-

ly any left who have retained the breath of

Christ in them. To this you must all con-

sent. What other reason is there than this

that the preachers have sought the temporal

gain of their own bellies more than the

eternal gain of the souls of Christ? As you
freely accept and enjoy the beforementioned

shameful gain, and what is still worse, as

you diligently seek and desire the same,

how can you defend yourselves and say

that you are not desirous of the lilthy lucre i

1 Tim. 3: 3, and that j'ou do not honor the

person for filthy lucre's sake ? O, brethren,

I wish you would awaken, to consider

the matter, and that you were all of one

mind with us in this matter; for it would
doubtlessly be profitable to both the praise

and truth of God, and to your poor souls,

that we would without pay, dispense the

precious word of God, the word of eter-

nal salvation and heavenly grace, which

can be merited by no works nor requited

by money, as we, by grace only, received

it of God without price, that we again

would dispense it without pay, and solely

by brotherly love would teach it to the hun-

gering consciences, God surely would not

forsake us, but would in every emergency
paternally care for us and protect us. But
it can not thus be with you becarase you are

devoid of faith and love.

As you are all buried to your ears in

filthy lucre; earthly and carnally minded
in all things; not yet dead unto the flesh

by the power of regeneration, not yet re-

ceived Christ Jesus in all his words, and
on that account, are not yet wholesome in

doctrine, do not conform the ministration

of the signs to the word of God; are blam-

able in doctrine, as is plain, and as there

is found with you no power, no fruit of the

Spirit, no true fear of God and no brother-

ly love; but rather heresy, upbraiding,

blasphemy and profaning of the teachings

and lives of the pious saints and children

of God, who for the testimony of their con-

sciences, confirmed by the word of God,
have fled from their country and kindred,

and for the sake of the testimony are pre-

pared for water, fire and sword if God so

will. Besides, your doctrine being quite

powerless and fruitless, the church which
you beget being quite earthy, carnal and
contrary to the testimony and fruits of the

holy word of the Lord ; therefore, we repeat

it that you are not the true messengers of

Jesus Christ. Be not angry with me, most
beloved.

It is for the beforementioned reasons that

we will not hear nor attend your preaching,

nor partake of your supper. For we shall

never desire to enter into your clrarch and
to become one body with you until 3'ou

sincerely repent and embrace a free, chris-

tian doctrine, not hired nor sold out, but

solely iirged by the Holy Spirit through

])rotherly love, a true use of the sacrament-

al signs, according to the command, doc-

trine and usage of Christ and his apostles,

and an unblamable life and walk, led in the

love and fear of the Lord. If we do so be-

fore these are found with you, we are sure

that we sin against God and his holy word,

from which may the kind, merciful Father
save us. For before God, it does not become
us to commit ourselves to such doctrine, ad-

monition and church, who first, err in doc-

trine, and secondly, do not in the least

show by their lives that they are the truly

regenerated children of God, or the true

church of Jesus Christ. But most beloved,

it behooves you, as you have not the un-

blamable doctrine and walk of Jesus

Christ, to renounce your doctrine and life

and voluntarily bid adieu to all the lusts

of the flesh, to seek the kingdom of God in

sincerity of heart, to enter with us, into all

obedience to our beloved Lord Jesus Christ

with all your strength, if you do not desire

to err willfully, that we together, may be-

come the holy, christian and unblamable
church, godly, holy, clean, obedient unto

God, serving all mankind, powerful in truth,

shining forth in righteousness, dead unto

sin, living by the Spirit, nay, in all things

christian, heavenly and unblamable in

Christ Jesus.

Do receive my admonishing confession.
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in good faith, and do not understand it as

too far-reaching, namely, such words as,

clean, vnblamahle, and the like. For they

are spoken of Christ Jesus himself, and of

his holy apostles to the church of the Lord,

Jn. VS: 10; Phil. 2: 15. Do not luiderstand

it, most beloved, that we deem ourselves so

clean and unblamable as being without sin.

Not at all, dear brethren; for I know full

well that holy John teaches, saying, "If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive our-

selves, and the trath is not in ^^s," 1 Ju.

1: 8. Again, James says, In muUis enim

labimur oinnes. "In many things we of-

fend all," Jas. 3: 3. Yea, beloved brethren,

with Paul, I fiud the disposition to com-

mit sin, at all times, so strong in my flesh,

that I often think recklessly, speak incon-
'

siderately and "the evil which I would not,

that I do," Rom. 7 : 8, 19.
;

But the abominable, shameful sins and :

offenses, siich as adultery, fornication, ha-

tred, envy, inebriety, pomp, splendor, curs-
j

ing, swearing, gambling, desire of filthy

lucre, abuse of the ordinances of Christ and

fraud I verilj', detest from the inmost of

my heart, and they should never, by the

grace of the Lord, be practiced by any sin-

cere, godfearing christians, inasmuch as

they hate and oppose them; for the

spirit which is in them is a deadly enemy

to all ungodliness, wickedness and sin

(in the mean while we often find that we
are born of Adam). Besides, their spirit

strives and hungers after the truth, right-

eousness, will and commandments of God,

yet in great weakness; for they are very

much retarded in the works, fruits, and ful-

fillment by the heavy burden of the sinful

flesh. Nevertheless, because the good Spir-

it of God abides in them, they do not cease

to fight their tardy flesh. For the life of

true christians is nothing but a continual

combat upon earth. Whosoever shall val-

iantly battle and overcome, will be clothed

in white raiments, and fed with the heaven-

ly bread of the tree of life, Rev. 2: 17.

Behold, most beloved, inasmuch as you
and your church have never triumi^hed in

this battle (I judge from what I hear, and

from your actions which I see), but still

serve the world, the flesh and the devil

carelessly; therefore we deem, according to

SO

the testimony of the Scripture, that you vain-

ly and wrongfully boast of the name, grace,

deliverance, merits, death, blood, and prom-
ises of Christ; as you have not his word,

and by the word, his faith. Spirit, fear and
love, and consequently do not follow them

.

Therefore, I pray you by the mercy of the

Lord, to consider once, what kind of teach-

ers you are, what kind of spirit urges you,

what kind of love prompts you, with what
intentions and by what motives you teach,

what kind of fruits you produce, what kind
of ordinances you use, and unto what kind

of a church you teach and minister. Judge
all things according to the divine testimo-

ny, without self-love, flesh and partiality.

I doubt not but if you examine the matter

rightly, you will not be surprised that we
will not hear 3^our doctrine, nor use your
sacraments, and refuse \into death to be-

come members of your church. For this

remains incontrovertible, eternally un-

changeable; that as Cluist Jesus is of

one mind with the Father, and sent of him,

so all teachers should be of one mind with

Christ Jesus who can be considered as sent

ofhim. Those who are one with Christ in Spir-

it, love and life; who teach that which was
commanded by Christ, such as repentance

and the peaceable gospel of grace, wliicli

he himself received of God, and taught to

the world, all those who hear, believe,

keep and fulfill the same in true fear, are

the church of Christ, the truly believing,

christian church, the body and bride of

Christ, the ark of the Lord, the mount and
paradise, the house, people, city and tem-

ple of God, the spiritual Eve, flesh of

Christ's flesh and bone of his bone, children

of God, the chosen generation, the spiritual

seed of Abraham, children of the promise,
' branches and trees of righteousness, sheep

, of the heavenly pasture, kings and priests,

,

a holy begotten people which is God's own.

Besides, they are chosen to proclaim the

power of him who has called them from

darkness into his marvelous light, Col.

1:14; 1 Cor. 12:27; Heb. 12:22; Matt.

5: 14; 2 Cor. 6: 16; 11: 5; Eph. 5: 30; 1 Pet.

2: 9; Rom. 9: S; Isa. 61: 3; Ps. 95: 7; 79: 13;

Rev. 1:6; 1 Pet. 2:9.

All those who have not the Siiirit, love

and life of Christ, nor sincerely desire them.
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have no share in the glorious Jerusalem of

God, that is, in Christ's church; no matter

whether they be teacher or disciple, prince

or subject, man or woman; besides they

have neither prayer, nor God, nor Christ,

nor promise, nor remission of sins, nor any
sure consolation in eternal life, so long as

they do not sincerely repent, receive God's

word, and fulfill it in the true fear, as Christ

himself says, "He that believeth not is al-

ready condemned,'" Jn. 8: 18.

Dear brethren, you may contradict this

as much as you will, yet this foundation
shall stand forever, and will never be
changed. The words of Paul shall never

be broken, "If any man have not the Spirit

of Christ, he is none of his," Rom. 8:9; and
where the Spirit is there shall also be the

fruits of the Spirit, as it is infallible that if

the Spirit is in man, the evil one as well as

the good, it will manifest itself by itsftiiits,

Gal". 5: 16; Matt. 7: 17.

Lastlj^, most beloved, if you want to be

the true church of Christ and boast of the

truth, grace, word, Spirit, and blood of the

Lord, then separate, first, all your preach-

ers who are urged by the unclean spirit and
flesh, who, therefore are not of the church

of Christ, namely, all those who are desir-

ous of filthy lucre, as was said above.

Again, also, all drunkards, wranglers, flat-

tererSj proud, envious and avaricious; for

all these testify by their fruits that they

have not the Spirit of Christ. And if they

have not the Spirit of Christ, how can these

poor, miserable men, then, teach and im-

press the Spirit, power and will of God, the

word of grace, and the word of eternal life,

which they do not confess ? Yea, brethren,

it is impossible for me to teach the things

which I do not know myself, and how shall

I serve in the house of the Lord while I my-
self am a castaway ? Judge for yourselves.

Secondly, cleanse your church, also. Ex-
clude, according to the word of God, all

adulterers and fornicators, drunkards, slan-

derers, swearers, those who lead a shameful

and inordinate life, the proud, avaricious,

idolatrous, disobedient unto God, whore-

mongers and the like, that you may be-

come the holy, christian church which is

without spot or blemish, which is as a city

built upon a rock. In case these are truly

observed and found with you, and, besides,

a free, christian doctrine, tlie true ministra-

tion of the sacraments of Christ, not accord-

ing to the opinion of men or of the learned,

but according to the true doctrine of Christ

and his apostles—again, the fear and love

of God, and an unblamable life, according
to God's word, then you will ever have us
as your brethren; for it is such we seek.

But if you remain as you are, then I say
publicly. Better to die than to enter into

your doctrine, sacraments, life, and church,

as was said above.

Beloved brethren, it is no use to allege

the Scriptui'e of the Pharisees sitting in the

seat of Moses, Matt. 23: 2; nor that Herod
sent the wise of the east ; nor that some say,

If tlie devil should preach the word of God,
why not hear it? Christ Jesus did not send
the Phai'isees, the sei-vants of the letter, to

preach the word of tlie Spirit and of life;

Herod did not send the wise, with good in-

tentions; nor has the devil ever sincerely giv-

en praise to God; nor does God want the

praise of the devil, for Christ says, "Hold
thy peace, and come out of him," Luke
4: 3.5; therefore it is useless to adduce such

reasons, inasmuch as God, by his mercy
and grace, has so opened the eyes of our

mind that we surely know that the spiritu-

al service of the New Testament can be ad-

ministered by none but by servants of the

Spirit impelled in love by the power of the

Holy Ghost; for it is and remains a service

of the Spirit and not of the letter, 2 Cor.

3: 6. Enough has been adduced on this.

In short, deny yourselves, be prepared to

do the will of God, seek nothing but his

honor and praise, and the" eternal salvation

of your brethren, and hunger and thirst after

the righteousness of God. Believe and re-

ceive Christ Jesus rightly in his blessed

word, and you will undoubtedly understand
and comprehend the true way, the truth,

and life eternal, to the praise of God, and
to your own salvation. May God, the kind
and merciful Father, grant us all this. Amen,
Matt. 5: 6; Jer. 31:25.

As I, dear brethren, have diligently re-

proved the preachers, on account of the re-

ceiving of filthy lucre, in this my admon-
ishing confession, according to the word of

God, therefore I do not doubt but that there
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are some wlio will bitterly contradict me in

this matter, and say, " Beloved Menno, you
can not deprive iis of the privileges Christ

Jesus has given us; as you have alleged

from Paul, that those who serve the gospel

shall live by the gospel. Say why seek

you to take away that of which we have the

privilege?" To those who contradict me-

thus, I would first reply by asking, If the

teachers, to whom this privilege is given of

Christ by the gospel, are not sent of Christ

Jesus ? They must answer in the affirma-

tive. Then I say again, as tliey are sent of

Christ, who enjoyed this privilege given of

Christ, therefore those have not thig priv-

ilege, who run their own course and are not

sent of Christ.

Again, I ask if these teachers to whom
this privilege is given by the Scriptures,

were not men of the Spirit of love and of

truth? Doubtlessly so. Then I reply: If

they are men of Spirit, of love and of truth,

to whom this privilege is granted by the

gospel, those who do not teach and
serve by the Spirit, love and truth, may not

appropriate and make use of this privilege

;

for they are not the teachers to whom it

was given and promised by the word of

God.
Thirdly, I ask, if the teachers which are

sent of Christ Jesus, who, according to the

Scriptures may enjoy this privilege, led a

shameful life after their being called ? and
if they led a shameful life, and were found
corrupt before God and his church, if they

could longer remain as teachers in the un-

blamable church of Christ? They must
doubtlessly answer. No. Then, if they an-

swer, no, as it is in truth, that those whose
life and walk in the church of Christ, are no
more pure and useful than the filthy carrion

by the roadside, are no teachers in the

church of the Lord; such as drunkards,

perjurers,-- those filled with all unrighteous-

ness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,

maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, deceit,

debate and malignity. For if the salt have

lost his savor, says Christ, it is thenceforth

good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to

be trodden under foot of men. Matt. 5: 13;

1 Cor. 5: 10; 2 Cor. 6: lO; Rom. 1: 29. And
if the church is to be uul^lamable, and with-

out spot or blemish, how much more so the

teachers, as Christ himself teaches, saying.
Ye are the light of the world. Ye are the
salt of the earth, Eph. 5: 30; Matt 5: 13.

Inasmuch as the beforementioned, carnal
teachers are already excluded from, and
deprived of the christian office of teacher,

by God's own ordinance and word, as they
do not live up to the doctrine, and by their

apparent unbelief and inordinacy are not
in the church of Christ; therefore they
can not enjoy that privilege; for Christ

Jesus has promised and given sincere, pious,
spiritual, meek, true, unblamable teachers,

sent of God, and not inordinate, lazy, vain,

idle, drunken, shameful, Ij'ing, pompous,
gluttonous, avaricious and carnal rogues,

Rom. 10: 16; Isa. 51: 7; 62: 6.

Fourthly, I ask, whether the men of God,
the prophets, apostles, and teachers sent of

God, were also hired or bought at a stip-

ulated, annual salary, to teach and proclaim
the free word of grace ? I know that the an-

swer must be, no. For they did not teach

but by the urging of the Spirit and love. I

say again, Inasmuch as your preachers are

hired and bought at a stipulated salary or

rents, and do not preach unless they are

hired, they mvrst acknowledge that they are

hii'elings, and not teachers that are sent;

for they do not teach by the urging of the

Spirit and love, but are enticed and drawn
on as was Balaam by the promised salary,

benefices and rents. Qui id negat, Solem
in die splendere minus concedet.

Fifthly, I ask, if the teachers, sent of God,
men of the Spirit, of love and of truth, en-

lightening both in doctrine and in life, lived

of a stipulated salary, benefice or rents; or

whether they did not live by the services or

assistance of the brethren, so far as they
could not obtain it of themselves? They
must confess that it was by the assistance

of the brethren, and not of certain benefices,

pensions or rents. This I teach, seek and
sincerely desire. Therefore this is my brief

conclusion and christian admonition to all

preachers and teachers. Brethren, humble
yourselves and become unblamable disci-

ples, that you may hereafter become called

teachers. Try your Spirit, love and life be-

fore you commence to pasture and to teach.

Run not yoiu" own course, but wait until

you are called of the Lord's church; I say,
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Lord^s cliurcTi, of the Spirit of God, and are

constrained by urging love. If this is the

case, brethren, then pasture diligently,

preach and teach valiantly, cast from you
all lilthy lucre and booty ; rent lands, milk

cows, learn a trade, if possible, do manual
labor, as did Paul, and all that vphich you
then fall short of will doubtlessly be given

and provided you bj^ the pious brethren, by
the grace of God. Understand it not as

'superfluously,' but as 'necessarily.'

Such privileges the holy gospel grants to

the unblamable preachers which are sent of

Christ Jesus, and nothing further. But the

preachers who run their own course, are

earthly and carnally minded, are blamable

in doctrine and in life, " serve not our Lord

Jesus Christ, but their own bellies," who,
on account of their lazy, gluttonous, easy
flesh, teach and serve to please the world,

as hired servants, at certain wages, the

Scriptures do not know. Therefore I say
for once and for all time, If they will not

do differently, but always say in their

hearts

—

Erret quilibet Jtomo ad libitum,

nili.il ad iios, modo ventri nostra provisum
fiierit—then I will leave them in the hands
of him who shall .judge them and us accord-

ing to his most holy word and to his pleas-

ure.

Brethren, decide the more wisely, and
living in the great God through all things,

refuse not to bid adieu to your carnal

bodies.

C I C L U S I ]^.

Here you have, beloved sirs, friends, and
brethren, our plain confession of the incar-

nation of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ,

which I thus sincerely confess and believe;

for you requested me to do so, and, I trust,

with a good intention. Therefore I have
not hidden my faith. Now, judge the mat-

ter rightly, if you be spiritually minded,

and if I should, as you think I do, err as is

natural to man, which I trust I do not, then

do not think that I do so out of obduracy,

or partiality, but before God, my Creator,

it is because I know no better but that it

is the Arm, immutable foundation of God's

word and truth. Brethren, do not look at

me as one who seeks something contrary

to the will of God. Not at all. The eter-

nal truth, word and will of God, I am pre-

pared to do, at the risk of all that his pater-

nal kindness may inflict upon me. This I say
in sincerity of heart, and have no doubt.

Therefore I say to you, that if you have

any plainer Scriptures in support of this

article of the incarnation of Christ; if you
have a clearer foundation, truth, or clearer

proof than we have, then assist us. I will,

by the grace of the Lord, change my heart

in regard to this matter, and follow your
doctrine. But, above all, brethren, I want
you to understand that I will not accept

nor listen to human doctrines, nor cleverness,

nor garbling of the Scriptures, nor flatter-

ings, nor presumption, in regard to this

but solely to the plain Scriptures, truth

and immutable testimony; as we have
presented to you, in this matter of our con-

fession, nothing but scriptxaral truth and
immutable testimony. Biit if you cannot

advance such, then give heed, keep your
peace and leave us our faith in peace; for,

most beloved brethren, before God, I seek

nothing but the pure, unadulterated word
of God and its testimony.

Besides, I have here presented to you, how
and in what manner I admonish and teach

the open hearted brethren;' with which doc-

trine no godfearing consciences can be af-

flicted, nor christian souls be deceived. I

pray and desire you to do likewise, that

you may build and not break. Brethren,

if you do not then take heed how and what
you teach, I can beseech and admonish you
in love, but it behooves me not to force you,

even if I could. Every person shall have to

render an account of his teaching and do-

ing, before God and not before men.

In the third place you have my admon-
ishing confession how both teacher and
church should be minded according to the

Scriptures. Again, I pray and desii-eby the
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mercy of tLe Lord, tliat you will not accept
j

this scriptural trutli in bitterness; for tlaat

wMcti I have written is the unchangeable
j

word and will of God, and will remain so
|

forever. Therefore take heed that you do
not be angry with me on account of my
writing, because it is contrary to yoiir flesh.

It verily is not mine, but the doctrine of

Christ; not my will, but the will of Christ.

If you be angry, you are not angry with me,
but with Christ, who has thus taught and
instructed us in his holy gospel or Avord.

And in case you fear God, you will doiibt-

lessly love me the more, because I, hy the

grace, Spirit and word of God, as far as he

bestows on me, open unto you the kingdom
i

of heaven, and show you the right way.
Yea, because I, fearlessly, and in true

brotherly love, of which God is my witness,

speak imto you and point you to the eter-

nal, immutable truth; because I cut the

cankering flesh from your wounds, and do
not flatter you; for I seek not your carnal,

but your spiritual friendship; not :i/oitr

praise, but the praise of God; not your
goods and. gifts, but your salvation and
souls. For these reasons I tell you the

pure truth of God, and do not spare you.

O, brethren, receive it in gladness of heart.

It is the only word and will of Christ. If

you reject it, you do not reject me, but
Christ Jesus who has so dearly bought us

all. Therefore take heed to awaken yet

to-day, and no longer wander and proceed

in darkness and deadly blindness. And
let the poor, ignorant people, the poor, in-

nocent soials, no longer err under your name
and cover. The whole, wide world depends
upon you learned. As you pipe, so they

dance; as you teach, so they believe; and
as you proceed, so they follow. Therefore,

woe unto you if yon teach wrongly; if yon
destroy and do not gather; if you deceive

and do not pasture ; if you corrupt and do
not convert.

Receive eyes of wisdom, that you may
rightly teach and lead others, according to

the will of God; and that the word, which
Christ spoke be not applicable to you, "If
the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into

the ditch," Matt. 15:14. Lastly, I shall

soon send you, if God please, my treatise

on the baptism of the believing, with other

doctrines, from which you may clearly

learn my foundation, doctrine, seeking and
intentions; why I labor, after what I strive,

and by what Scriptures and for what rea-

sons we assert the baptism of the believing;
and for what reasons we deem and consider
infant baptism as vain, idolatrous and con-
trary to the word.
Read it all in sincerity of heart, ponder

upon it, follow alone the true sense of the
divine Spirit and truth. Let opinions go,
let flesh and adroitness be destroyed. Many
have been deceived thereby. This our doc-
trine concerning the preachers, concerning
the unblamableness of the church, concern-
ing the baptism of the believing, concerning
the Supper of an unblamable assembly, and
concerning the separation of the penitent,

is, doubtlessly, the eternal, immutable word,
will and ordinance of God; therefore, by
the grace of the Lord, we will never be rea-

soned out of it by human wisdom, clever-

ness, threats nor tyranny. Yea, at all

times I am prepared to testify and assert

this doctrine before God and my brethren,

with the sure testimony of my conscience,

at the cost of all anxiety, persecution, blood
and death. Let the merciful, kind Father
treat me and all those who sincerely seek
and fear him, according to his divine,

blessed will. Read it discreetly and judge
it in a christian way.

This is briefly my foundation and con-
viction of the articles of the christian church;
that before God neither baptism, nor Sup-
per, nor any other oiitward ordinances
avail if partaken without Spirit and the
new creature. But before God, only faith,

love, Spirit, the new creature or regenera-

tion avail, as Paul jilainly shows. Gal.
5:6. All those who, by the grace of God
receive these from above, suffer themselves
to be baptized according to the command-
ment of the Lord, and rightly partake of his

Supper, Acts 2 : 38; 9 : 19; 8 : 38; Matt.
28:19.

Yea, they with ardent desire commit
themselves to the ordinance and doctrine of

Jesus Christ, and shall nevermore willfully

oppose the holy Avill, and plain testimony
of God. For this reason I amicably be-

seech you, most beloved, from my inmost
heart, not to dispute with me, nor any oth<
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er person concerning any outward articles

and literal ordinances; but tirst conquer

and subject yourselves; that is, your unbe-

lieving, miserable, refractory, obdurate

fesb which yet keeps and hinders you from
the truth, faith, knowledge, righteousness

and obedience of God. Yea, doiibtlessly,

if that is rightly vanquished, you will see

into all of the ordinances of God, confess

and practice them. But as long as it lives

in you and has its sway, you will dispute

and oppose, and nevermore comprehend,
understand and follow the immutable foun-

dation of eternal tioith. Beware.

No more ^at present. But rightly com-
pare Christ with yourselves; his love and

Spirit, with your love and spirit; his seek-

ing, doctrine, sacraments and life, with your
seeking, doctrine, sacraments and life; and
you will, no doubt, find wherein you fall

short.

May God, the merciful Father, grant unto
you and to us all, true wisdom, understand-

ing, faith, knowledge and truejudgment; an
ardent heart, true fear, love, doctrine, life,

sacraments and ordinances, through Christ

Jesus, our Savior and eternal Deliverer of

the world. Amen.
"Enter ye in at the strait gate," Matt.

7:13.

Amara est mritas, and qui earnprcEdicant

repletus amaritudme, dieit Hieronymus.


	Simon, Menno. A Brief and Clear Confession and Scriptural Demonstration

