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lilEl'JNONms IN cn::m IISSI~S 
R. A. Drift,r 

Thi ' 'Congo Inland lll11io"" " ... ••• cho11n l1rgtly due to the 

infl!Mftct of the Afl'b Inland Mi11lon to whom th• Central o1'd O.fenseleas 

Coftftn,,ces had been giving co1b and •l11lon1rle1 11 early es 18·90, or two 

decsdes before the ' 'United MennoT1i tt Boord of Foreign M111tons '' was e1tabli1bed 

at Meadows, Illinois in 1911. The Board did not incorporate under the above 

n&nMt because "mis.sion work . and espeolallJ foreign mis1lon1, did 11ot have 

the f u l 1 support of the Conftrenoe members' ' so 1 t wua decided to incorporate 

as a11 ind~pt!ndent board stmilflr to the China Inland Mission, Africa Inland 

Mis~ion. Sndan Interior M1 ssion and •ther faith " boards. The teYJ!l "faith 

mis s ion '' was riot assumed by the miss ions themselves but was given them by the 

( ~ l fl dpomiri ations . Rev. Allen Yoder of Goshen, Indiona , oged Yetired minister 

, -~ ·' I of tbe Centra l Con!ere1111e, recnlls tbot In the early days they referred to 
, I 
J C.I. i! . as a .. Menno"lta f aith mi1rion " . The first by-lewsstate that the Board 
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members sha ll b9 .,,.1nted by the tit• Mennonite conference•. They 0110 state 

that the rni !! i0fl 11ri11 sha ll be 01ked to become members of a Mennonite charcb. 

The pneehlng of D. L. MoedJ and the Ins ti tut• be founded in 

Chlce110 bad a leading iftflu.,,c. on 'lie •tennonJ tea of tht Chicago are• during 

the 7eer11 of tbeh ••kenlng to h.,... ond f01't1g" 111i1slon•ry res pon1ibility. 

In !act. 35 ot tltt '46 C.I.M. 11l11i0?1orl11 of tltt two first dec1de1 bid attelldtd 

~1 ft lble Tns t(tute 1t Je11t one 711r. M1n7 of tht mini1ter1 of both 

cen,fere?tc.1 b.ad 1tndted 11 •11J1 01' 1t lea1t attettdtd oonfennc•• ind ••ting1 

th~•. The f?tterden .. tftatlett•l eh1r1eter tf MoedJ Bible In1titute and its 

Wn1d • • •siMI te•oht"f nJ>b11l1 1111 lnfluenotd •n1 Nt""°"J tt young peoplt to 

seek 1enlce expr111ton In •i11t8ft 1qutlaatl9111 •f 1'1•i1•r ••ph••••· Oller 
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institutions, especially Fort Wayne Bible College, Bihl• Institute of Los 

A~geles . ond. more recently, Grace Bible Instit ute and the Back to the Bible 

radio broadcas t have lnore1singly influenced Mennonite youno people to serve 

with the interdenominotional independent mi11lon boards. 

Rev. Oswald J. Smi th, lltsslonery Jas tor of The Peoples Church 

of Toronto, Canado, hos preoehed his stirring messooes in many Mennonite 

cburcties. He hns nlso helped with the fin onci el support of mony Mennonite 

missionar ies servi ng with independent boards through his chur ch mi ssionury 

offerings end each ye ar sends one of his books to hundreds of miss ionaries in 

most every forei gn l anrl. Rev. Smi th writes: 

"It bas been ti great j oy for me to mini ster in the Mennonites 

Churches of AD!rica . I have been in a great many of them, both in Cencda 

and the Uni ted Sa tes anci I hove a lwo~s foun<i them most responsi tte t o my 

cissionary cessages . They nre a consecretecf, dedicated peop/le. 

''It am so gl od th at so ruany of tl1elr mi ssionaries are serving 

11 nrfer t he various Faith ~lissi on s, especi olly in Afri ca und thnt they are doing 

sneb gpJendid t0rk. ~ennonite1 are missionary at heart and not only are they 

mi1~ icm srl9"1. but they ore pioneers; they go where no one else hes gone, and 

they ~k• good pioneer•. 

" t have pre•ched tn m•nJ of their largest churches end ha'f• •l••J• 
fotrnrl them t,01t-co-oper•tlY1 end, •• I hove sied, deeply interested ln world 

••.,.gel fz1ticm ." 

01'. A. D. Rel s•r, ~ner1l Dtn ct or of the Sudan Interior Mission 

and cme ti• foreign •i11tonary ti the Church of th• Brethren 11711 "S.I ll. 

has ~•"7 Me-n"cmlt11 in our fine 1taft of •l11tcm1rie1 •nd they are all excellent 

lll!! i11tonerte1 too, " 
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As ~oclatt GPnerel Secretary, J, B. Henry of Afric a Inl and 

Mi ss ion write11 

"In the A. I.~t. there ire about sixteen of our mi ss ion aries who 

an from Mennonite backvrounda. Of the sixteen, only fi ve are presently 

affiliated with the Mennonite Church or one of th1 branches. "IWo o! t he fi ve 

l'ecetve t heir f ul l ~ttpport from their churches and several receive port 

rL their support . 

The sixteen which we hove previously ment i oned are most exce llent 

workers , h ~vi ng been with the miss ion for a number of years . The-re is a 

que lity in tht1T1 that one likes to find in o servant of Christ. I t hink of 

several in partic11lor who ore so dedicat erl to the Lord that noth ing daunt s 

them fron doing Ht s wi ll. 

Those who I know, o! ~ennonite extraction or who ere s ti l l members 

of one of the Me,,non i te Churches an general ly quite missi on ary minded. " 

Brother JWnry i s the only Boord s~cretary who gave s t atistics 

that he would verify so any figures as to the number of Mennoni te rnisrionaries 

rening :1ttrler other boards co11ld be J !sted only as estimate s . It would compare 

1lfll ilar11 to th• nlJll)ber of Menn0ttlte mini ster!' serving in other p11 l pit1. 

It has be.,, obsened tbat 11 1tandard1 of training and preparation 

for • i t! lo~eTy personnel boYe ral1td and becGID9 more uniform, the~e is less 

transfer frOfll Oftt board to the other. AJ 10, we believe thot Mennonites 

hrjve t at.,, tt..tr 111 t11lonery obltgat1oft •ore ~ertou1l7 tn recent years end have 

provided 111on 1Yeftue1 of ••rYiee ind eutlet for tbetr c1ndtd1t11. 
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PROTESTANT lllS8IOl8 fJD !HB CONGO OF TCJ40HROW 

Before the oloelqr of '1/or14 War :II, the oontinent of •frioa was oommon-

11' known as the "!lark oontinent". Thill was truly a ploture of the s oolal. 8 4. 

uos.tlonal, lnSuetrlal and moral life of the peoplee and tribes of Afrloa. 

Dark. beoaus e of the d egradat lon of el n; dark, beoanse of the laok at know

ladge of th e outside lliOrld; and dark, beoauee of the laok of knowled ge of the 

aap ablll ties o.f hi c::t own r:iind and e trengt h. we.e the p!o t ure of the &Te rage •f

r1oan mincl. 

Protestan t t.li3sione have been a vital f aotor ln t he mo.,Jor orls!s that 

have 11 tru a.\: Afr lea, prlo r to World \r/ar II. These orlEl iA . a ccording to au

thor 1 ty, are partitioulng and lnduetr1allzat1on. ~uffioe it to say, tbat 

partltlonin~ began 1.n the ear l y l880'e. an d industrialization aa.n be dated 

!n>m ~orld fiar I. The latte r oontinuee and 1ncreao e8 nnd it ls fe.r -from baY-

1~ re a o hed its i ntensity . 

?roteetant •lFJsione fSJJe an• and morl'J vital challen@'e than the two 

m11Dt1oned a bove . The movement for independence in .nfr ioa is only beginning. 

Colonial Af rios i e not ready . eoonoul1oally and politloally, for independence, 

11 h1oh would mean pro teoti~ iteel:t 1n thle modem world. ~he '-'ongole• him-

self. 1.e not eufflolentl7 deTeloped, nor han he had the experlenoe, nor de-

ve loped the reeouroes ot t he c oun tey to oarr;v it t hrough. u.CM ever. 1..ongo ls 

r e &.dy f or &dvanc&mcnt ln loo-al eelf-govt11'runent ae a d lre ot preparation for 

lnde p~ndeno o . wb .re thte la not ooounlng . an 1 njua t ioe l s bo lng done to the 

peo ple o! tho Congo ad trollbl• 1• b"81n{( atorecl tor tho f uture. Tbe world cf 

today mwtt taoe the faot tb»t 1mpw1al1am an• oolon1a~m are ending. at least 

ln the fora 1n 11hidl they h&Te been Jcnown for upprox.Ltmtely three h..;ndre4 

7eart!I • 

f ) J Thua, the 4uty of tbe Prote•tant liie11ion 111 olear. 'l'he mleelonary of 

today J"O\l!Jt 111.Jd. no lead~ the Oollf.olee to deyelop t)ln nplrltual, antal aria. 

'PhY" loal po te.nt1al1t1e1' to the bigbeflt degree a11 ohildron of God. Then to 

, 
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/ ohallenge him to U3e these harneeeed P•••ltt.1.alltiea for the grea.,eet goocl to 
)/ 

/' h.i.telf, bis fellow Af rloan and hiB w0irld. In addition, 1'rotes tant llieaione 

t 
auet prooeed vigorously in f arming opinion• and po11·01ee i u othe r oo untrie s 

regarilng the O ongo. The missionary proTided the general populace of Liorth 

AJDeriott. the only eour<Je of availub lB infennat1on about t he \;ongo and her peo-

ple prior to Horld War I. !bat eourae, or -vo1o e , was eeot.1.onal. for a mi ss-

lonary would know onl y one small eeotlon. Uo11ld th.a t be oornprehP.naive? The 

m1es1onar y of the Prot ca t a'Tlt M1s ~ion of today mus t. &. nd 01:1n , knov1 and be an 

1ntell ip-e nt source of i nto ma ti on . 

iibs t do Pro tee tan t M1ss1ons faoe now in the Congo? Aooorainr t o an Jt

rioa n authority (Di-. Rmor.v Hose), these vital fao t EJ were e lven: 

1. '.the :-e are half a !!illl!on ex-eervioemen, baok. frllm a we r tha t wa s in-

1t1ally all "Greek" to them. and that, fina l ly. i s t o h.9.VE'I the mos t profound 

~!~eat upon tb.e 1r llT•• a nd their oomtr;y. 

2 . '.lhere le under-potalation, mixed s t rangely with UJ)de r - n-:>u.rish ment 

an4 oTer -orolHi.Mg, snd wl th both unemployment and labor s h ortage. 

3 . There are t hollllande of nat1Tes oapable of learning end pe rforming 

a l l eldlled ta.er. , no• 11-Y lng in a society o f eoaroity, while governments 

are u.rgl n@' and eubttldizlne hundrede of b'uropeane to oome out . settle, and 

io those joba. 

4 . 'fl\eT.o «re et rikea, muUn1ea , r1ota and aesault e , not to mention the 

tw o bigteet ware ir1 .ttriaan experlenoe. 

5. T~ re ie rellfdoue rlTalry , npreoelon and po.raeoutior1 oountensnoed 

and nm lJe.oked, b7 110-oalled ''Christian• oonntrloe of Europe. 

6. '.ther e le raoial eegresat1on encl 41"or1m1natad where the lllJllLBBftS are 

la.a lt and the 'M1lcA are white. 

1 . Huperetitton e tr•trlae wi'h eoJ.1110• and law • 

.l t tba 011toet tbl faot• lleteG WOllld et agser. Yet, whe1n t hi primary 

ino•nt 1•• o f ttw Ohrif' tian Otn1l"oh tn the m1anlorary •n4•••or in Oon"o 1a an-
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- it la the winning of 1nd1Tidml JD&n end woman to, Uhriet. !'hen, and 

I
-then 011~y, w 111 

r ;hria tlan. 

t ONne, tribes. ooloniel and :finally the o ont lneat , be made 

• 

~oo often has .t!ro tea tan t lliee lone been vi tally a> no er ned with the for

mal sohoollntr and tralni~ of little obildren, leav Ing the oldor people 11-

11 terat e or nearly illiterate. ~here le a orying need to inolude the 91bole 

popula tion in th ls formal Boboollnp.-. Kdnoatlon noes not J'Tlean me1·ely to learn 

to read and write, but thi s learning must be applied to preot l nal methods ot 

better bea 1t h , bet t or and more oomfortable homes, and prea tur sa t ! Afao tion in 

rtOIDl:lunit.v livlng and relstionRhipe. The Nat1.,e has an edt1uf~t 1onal sy:a tem 

whloh ttl'Ulted fr om hie atru~gle with nature for the prodnotlcn of food, for 

the reproduatio n and oon tinuanoe of family and tribal lif.a. and for proteotion 

against enec lee, disease and dangers eeen and unReen . ~uperstitione and be-

lief in JD.O.gio and in unseen foroee haTe been rooted in aims t ha t sound and 

-
' are l orioal al though the results fall short of tl-s primary objeoti'Te. 

Thus . t~ e 111ies ionary of to clay oanno t be sa tJB f 1ed with t ormal ~choolln.g 

of t h& t radi t ional type, but must make approaoh e~ through the aotlvltiee of 

the p,e opl e . He must lead in the unders tnnd ing o f Conyo life , e.nd thu s , be 

O"S n euoocsa f11l ly train native leaderoblp for the de"Telopmon t of his own pea-

pla . 8 t a tle t 1oe prove th.at in the CoIJt.'O, th~ boat miseio11s and mlseiona.rles 

ha Te aohi e "fed a plaoe of extraol'Ulnary 1ufluftnoe. 

The na t1v8 onn . and Ahould , be tallfht to inoreaee t hA rirodnotlvity of 
. 

the na t u r a l 19eouroae of h1o oou:itey. '.l'nJe oan be moat s uooees fully done b7 I tlw trBlnln(I' of th• yo uth. There 1• a woalth of ooth• o~aft whlob oan bo 

deTeloped with t h• proper leaderebip. ~gain, the m1Aa1onnrs is lo oked to as 

r 
"'he pioneer ln t hl.8 f.Leld. 

~ll of. the phan•• of life, a.e •• kn"w lt, a1·• raprenented in the Oongo. 
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been euooeRefully am praotioa117 ta·~t anc\ 11'fed. by nggresetv e mles-

1onariee. is there true hope and peaoe am oontentmet*. Thare are unlin1i ted 

poss ibllltlee for the t'roteatant Jl1111e1on whioh ls not oontent until tm ~plr

ltual. docestlo. and phyelou l life of tbl 1nd1vldua.l bas been ohanged. In 

order t o aooompllsh tb ls. they must be the mJdern ploneera 1-:i Ind us try, goT

ernment, s oc ie ty ar:rl religion, that they have been the paet deoa.de. In dCJ lng 

his p ioneering feat, the missiona ry must oons tantly keep in n11nd the fa.at of 

th! p reecn t oondl t lone th.at pre nil. 

I n order to be most effeotive in the aooompli a hment of the task of win-

ninf:: men and wocen tn JeaUE Ohriet, the mlaalona.ry mnflt b ecome more uAfrioan". 

i'his me!lm that inoreaeed effort must be made to train , not a oores, but hun- ' 

dreds and thou s ands of Chr is tian nat 1 yee in minie: torial , ed uout l ona l and l<l3 

taske . ? rom thl~ intens iv e training must ooroe rospone iuili ty f or real leader-

1hi p f or the c apable natiTe. This hae been aooompli2he d. to e smal l d e gr ee, 

bu t the poas l b 111t1ee are s till un developed • 

.After ye ant of in tene lv e e tudy in the prob lem e of .afr 1oe. in re lat ion to 

t b e o hurcb. t h1e oon,olueiion h.a.e been renohed, "!he funotional unity of the 

ohurah r:ia2 t be 1nareased. That does not neoeaearily require corporate nnlty. 

btlt it doee a e an t hat the rr.1ee1o~ must work together in eTery ta.sk. -lnls-

ter te.l . eia.oa t l ons.1. med lo al and other pro:reeeional tra1n1ng must be done to-. 
get her 1~ for no other reuaon than the pmot!oal one, that it oannot be ef

feot1Tely done separately; and literao) and llter&.ture as well". (Dr. Bmorr-

Bosa). Chri•tlanlty baa d Saru.pte4 the Oongo life in gaining looal1t1es of 

t be ind1v1dtal o.n4 pulling th• out of pagan tribal life. Thue :tar, it hae 

not suff loiently lllocl the Congo people to reoonotruot oommun lty l i fe on a 

, hr1 F! t1an ba•l•. 

"i'uno tlonal Unt tr" or oo-opera•t••e • offer a te1 to t~ le rooonatruation 

and ttro• v:re•entll a oballeof• to Prot•••nt K1••1one and tbt mJ.1dona.r;y. ~uot-



from JJr. Rose: "Neither bae tbe ollurob done anything like what it ought 

to in another way to restore un1~ to Afrioan life; in relating Chr1st1nnity 

(' to the whole <>f life. 4nimiam wae the aontrol at all •friaan life. liathing 

wae too die tant or too near, too largo or too BDBll, too intimate or too pub

lic in traditi onal. !frical life to eeae.pe the oontrol of the animistic relig

ion - - Ghris tlanity had. an:l I believe etlll b.as. an impe.ralleled opportnn

lty 1n A:trioa. to beoome a bemf1o1er1t oontrol of all 11f £> &s 1t s lowly r e ... 

plaoee animism." 

Prot e eta.n t Missions need a united front ln the relatlonsh.ipEl of the go:r-

ernment and other Eteoul~ bodies. 1'h1S doea not only mean a unity or oo-op-

e:ra tlvenes s ..,,1th otber American m1tteiom. but also with the PToteetant miss~ 

!one of Europe . Lli!!Bionacy po-.er in the future dependB npon tbe effeotlTe-

ne s ~ o f t he 1nd1Tldual mi~s1onaJ:3T 1n Uie art of co-operation on his ov;n miss-

. !on s ta~1on. in his own oon!erenoe. 1n hie territory and :finally with all &f-

rioan mlsa l ona..rles of the Pro testant faith. 

I t b!:l.e b een proved tlEt there a.re two aouroeA of inexha.uetible energy. 

namely. the &.tom and the so ul . The world !s awalco to the energy of the atom. 

It le wor klug en ergetlaell;y and untir1ngl~r to dlsoover new fields of aoti"fity 

of t h 1e "ilnut e . ;ye t e eemingl.y unlimited• foroa. ~hould no t tho c huroh pos ses e: 

the eame qaal i ty a. en tho.slaem 8lld oonoen trati on to the energy and po tent ial-

l t le11 of t be eoull' 

.l toc1o fltl&r~ baa 1 t11 limi tat iona. The energy of the souls. fired by 

.7 eff'Qe Chriet. i e 11m1tloee ancl before th.ta energy all thi?lFB shall yield and 

oharlge for the Congo. 

'.lhe effeot of air transportation an5 the war bas epeoded up the Con~o 

md bTou~ht her to a oloeer rel.At 1onmb 1p •1th the we11 tern ooun tr.18 l!I. rhe 

ooraaero t a 1 intRentn are not e low w gra•p ~h• e 1~u1f1oanoe of tbl 11, and they 

•ill not wae te tilOll ~ 1eoUll Bin~ t ·hf 14enl approAab or aondl tlona. '.rbey will 

~ _ ..,. MA.VU 6.~- ------••t.. .,_ ---· ._....._ -- ••-- 1- LI• -··~ --- '"-'"" .- -- A - ---
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The duty of the Chris t1 
an obul'Qh la to walk into the "open door'1 witb-

oat dis o\'JB a ion as to tbe .. reason o~ 1te opening or the time o f its remainin g 
open. 

The present clay and tlmee are awesome; 8\te~ome with ohul lenge; awesome 

with en l 1~htennen t, e.1~ aweeome wit h opportunl ty. ~he futu re of the Congo 

oall s far the best eduoa t ed , bea t adjuet ed, eud most eplritll!ll young people 

from the l.i br is t i sn. o hurah. vforde uttered by J.>wi~ t "'• aoody , "The .. orJd has 

y et to s ee 1i:J a t uod oan do n l tb a. young men who i s f ul l.Jr y i olcl e d t o tilm, " 

still Tin~ unaha l l~ged . 

'the oppo rtunity l n Co~o for the Chr.i.e t 1an ahurc h iP unohallen~ed t hrough 

t he ~raoe of 'JUr t\e.v lou r . Congo noede tbe Hi een Son to dlepe l t he .iJarkne es 

ot s in. l f!1ora.no e and s up ar s ti ti on . 1' he dHiic nes a of nl@"b t h tJ.B envelo ped hel1 

mu a l', t oo l\)ng . i1 ho oan re veal the l J.tth t of l l f e. but he "Rho hns t h a t l i gh t ' 

shi~lng in his hear t, and refl ec ting His radlanoe in h is oon ntenanoe. 

·ih i a , then , 1e Pro t es tant »lee ions am t~ Congo o f TOl:lORP.OWt How wl.1.1 

we rale te t h 1E to U8 aa a oon!ere no e s s we a r e ga there d? 

,,;"t"er 3 5 Jen:m a g o, we a ssumed. the r es pone !bill ty o f b r ~ing th e Goepel 

to a ?- iven t er r i tory i n the Congo. We ha'f~ been blessed with tonr s tat ions. 

each one l e an lneti tution: 

A p p co x !mat ely 11,000 oommuni oan ta. 

i pp rox 1rna t e l y 500 0 11 t-e t at 1 ODii • 

.J.n 194 6 there were 287 oonnun1t1 e e wher~ the Goepel was !1,,en out. 

ile baTe 25 T9g1om l s ohoole . 

I n 1946 our doo tor J'X)rfortn9d 66 naajor opcr at lone. 

Thers were l.', 8'1 minor op erat101JI!! perfor med by ou r imd ioe.l people• 

? b ere wen 17 .•oo new oa.eee t reate4 in our a le pen ear lee • 942 of 

t heee were ti oap 1t&l1s•d . 

There were '"1 babl ee bom ln 19'6. We h&'fe 1580 be.bl~ registered 

l n ou r baby ol1n1a. 

"od hae blaae e4 our p rayer• anll our 1110&111. .lie ba9 blo need the teetlmo117 
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tiit ~-•enloe of our mleeionarlea and tat1Te .Ohriet1ane. l!lU. there are ;yet 

!~.000 \o be reaomd and forwbom we a.re reeponelble. Io other Protestant 

.Ilse ion. no other E'fangelioal tee t1mo117 ln th SS terr 1 tor7. 

Therefore: - ' Olll' needs are:-

F irst: Our work has deyeloped. grown to where we need an individual 

oenter on the field through whom the Home Boart wl 11 work. 'l'h1B person will 

be responsible for 1nfo:nnat1on to an4 from the field; he will keep all phases 

of our work unified, to the beet lnterel!ltl!I of the Cause. 

ie need llie2ionariee! 

We need - 4 men trainai for th• hangel1a tlo and j!;duoa tional work. ..n 

quallfle'1 to sup:i rylse in these depa:ttmnta. 

-'e neet - 2 build.en, - not neoeeaar1ly OiTll Engineers; men who om 

tra11 a blue-print and areot a bull41~ from th e blue-print. 

We need - 3 more •ootora. 

We need - 4 more nur•ets. 

All of our tiew lliaaionarlee must haYe a working knowledge of the Frenoh 

l~91 e 

Co~o lnl.anJ Ktgf'ton l!Ln4 the Oo~ of tomorrow 1' 11 be just what we 

1111ke it to4a7. It 1! up to p•! 

, 
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"AFRlO~" - HER PRESEIT COBDITIOB ABD OUTLOOK 
' 

:Before the closing of World Wa:r II, the oo·ntlnent of Atrioa was oommonly 

own ae the "dark oontinent". •rh1• waa truly a ploture of the sooial, eduoa

tioD*l, industrial and moral life of the p«>ple11 and tribes of Afrioa. Dark, 

beoause of the degradation of eln; dark, beoause of the laok of knowledge of 

the outside world; and dark, beoauae of the laokof knowledg e ot the oapab111-

t1e• of hi• own mind and strength, waa the pioture of the average Afrloan mind. 

The Chrletian ohuroh baa beeJ!l! a Tltal ~aotor in the najor oriaia that have 

atruok ilrioa, prior to Worlcl War II. Theee orlsle, aooording to authority, 

are partitioning e.ud 1nduetr.1alizat1on. Suffice it to say, that partitioning 

beiran 1 n the early 1880' • and indua tr Jal 11at ion oan be dated f r <Xn ~/orJQ. Viar r. 

The latter con tlnue11 and inoreue11 anl it is far from hav inll reached 1 ts in-

termity. 

The oburoh of today faoes a new and more vital ohallenp:e ttan the two men

~ ... !oned &bO'fe. The mo'fement for independenoe in Afrioa ie onl y beginning. Col-

onial ilrloa ie not ready, eoonomioally and politioally, for lndependenoe, whloh 

muld mean proteotlng 1tee lf 1n th.18 modern world. 4he African himeelf, 1• not 

euffi olently c\e"Veloped, nor baa he had the experienoe, nor developed the re-

•ourou of the a.ountey to O&Tr7 it through. Howe'fer, e'fery Afr1Dan aoloey ls 

read)' tar advancement ln looal •elf.government a11 a dlreot preparation for inde-

pemeooe. Where thi.e 11 not ooourlng, an 1nJuetloe 111 being done to the .Afr1oan 

people anl trouble 1• bef.~ etored for the future. The w•rld of today must faoe 

the taot that illperlalih an4 oolon1al1n are encl in~, at lea11t in the fo 1'1118 ln 

wh1oh tbfly tw.ve been lcnom for approximately tbre• thouaand yeant. 

'f h118, the 4uty of the 0hr1at1• ohuroh i• olear. The m11tll1onary of tocla;r 

r ·•t a14, no lest, th• .AfrJoan to 4eTelop hi8 ep1r1tual, mental, and ph19iaal 
C1 

potent1a11t1eB to the hi~h••t 4egne •• obildren of God. •rben to ohallenge hi• 

to me tbeee tBrneeHd pote~1al1t1•• for the great eat iroocl to himelf, h1• fel-
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~- Africian am hi• world. In &dditlon. th• Yhri•tim ohuroh must prooeed vig-

o•n1•l1 in foming opin1on8 and pol1o1e• in other oountr1ee regarding .&:trioa. 

1 ' Id eeionary pro"Tided the gmeral popula.oe of North Amerioa the only eouroe 

of aTailable 1n:tormat1on about Afrioa alll h .. people prior to world ~·1ar 1. 

Tta t sou.roe• or voloe, wa• eeot 1on&l, for a mie e lonary would know only one small 

aeot1on. Could that be oompreh•mi1"TeY ~he mieelonary of the ~hrlatian ohuroh 

of today muet, !l'ld oan. know and be an intelligent eouroe of infonnation. 

What doee the Uhri.a tlan a huroh faoe now in .A:rrl oa? .looording to an Afrioan 

authority (Dr. rnery lio.tt), theee vital taote were l?iven: 

1. '~here are halt a million ex-aenioemen, baok from a war that was ini-

tia.11.y all "Greek" to the, and thlt, final}¥, 1.11 to b!.ve the moat profound ef~ 

feot upon their liTe• ant their oomitr~. 

2. 'l'here ht un4er-popula tlon, mixed et rangely with under-nourishment and 

oTer-orow41~, md •1th both unemployment and labor shortage .. 

3. There are thousand• of A.frioaar oapable '1 leami ng and P' rforming all 

•killed taak:B, m• l!Ting in a eooie f\y of eoaroi ty, whila go-vernmmts are urging 

.aa subsidizing hun4re4• o'f European11 to oome out, aettle, and do those jobs. 

<l. Tb9re are strilcee, mutinie11. riot• and a.11eaulte, not to mention the 

two b1g~e•t war• in .tfrioan erperienoe. 

5. There l• religtoue ri Talry, re :pree111on and !)ereeout 1on oollll.tenanoed, 

and e"fen baole4, b7 ao-oalled "Cbr1et1m" oountr1ee of Europe. 

6. ·there 18 raoiial •e~gation 1114 d1eor1m1natlon where the maesee are 

black m4 th• ruler• are wb1 te. 

7. 5uper•t1t ion 1tru~gle1t w1 th eoienoe an4 law • 

.At th e outee t the faote 11ete4 would •tag~er. Yet, when the primal'1 1n

oent1Te of tbe Chr111t1an ohu:roh 1n th• lll1••1ona:r1 en4ea't'or in A:trioa le anal
,( 
y~'ed _ lt 1e tbe winning o'f individual -.n an4 woman to Vhriat. 1'hm, an4 then 

only, will town•, tribe•, oolon1•• I04 finally the oontinent., be made Ottr11tian. 



.... \ . .,. 
,~ $· 
~

/0112~ - 8 .. 

.J'oo attm has the ohuroh been '91 tallJ oonaemed "1th the formal eohooling an4 

_1
1 

training of little children. leaving lba older people illiterat e or n early 11-

. ter&te. ·there is a crying ne eel to imllJde the whole population in this for

mal eohooling. Eduoation does not man merely to leam to niad an:l write, but 

thle leam1ng mu.et be applied to praotioal methods of better b!alth, better 

and toore oomfortable homee, and ~reater 1at.1sfaotion in ooil'mlunlty living a.ni 

relat1onah1ps. The .Afr loan hae e.n eduoation&l eye tern whioh r eeul ted from hie 

etruggle with nature for the iroduot1on of food, for the reproduotion Slld oon-

tinuance of fs:nlly snd tribal life, aid for pn>teotion against enemies, die .. 

ea11e Bild dang:ere eeen and un•een. l:luper11t 1 t l one and the be l i ef in nag lo aa3 

in unseen foroee h&Te been rooted in al• t mt sound and are lo g ical although 

th• results fall abort of the prim .. y objeot1Te. 

·.rhue, the mieaion .. y of today oamot be satisfied w1 t.b 1:ortnal ecil ooli ng 

" f the tradl tional WP•, but muet nak• approaobl e through the a otlvi tJa 11 of the 

p90pl e. Ke mm1t l•d in the underetaal ing of Afr loan life, aod thus, he oan 

euooeesta.lly train natiTe leadereh1p for development of hie own people. Sta-

tlatioe pio-ve that 1n mo•t A.frioan territories the beet mis11ion1t and miaeion-

areie ba<re aobie"f'ed a plaoe o1 extraordinary 1n:flueme. 

The .Url oan can. and • bould, b • ta~ht to lnoreaee the produo ti Ti ty of the 

natural reeonr oee of hie oountry. '.thia oan be moat euooel!lafully done by th• 

-trainin~ of the youth. '£hire 1e a wealt.ll of nati'f'e o~t which oan be deTel--

oped with th e proper lea4erehip • .lga1n, the m1ee1onary le looke4 to as the 

pioneer in t h 1• f 1 el ct. 

.&ll of tb• ph .. •• of life, as we know 1 t, are repr•••nted in ifrioa. Trae, 

most at life ill undeTelopecS anl oru4e. Otll7 wh•r• the Goepel of Chri.ll t baa 

' •en auooe..-ef·ully an& praotiaall7 ta~ht an• 11Ye4, by ag@'re•ei'f'e m11a1onariee, 

1• there tru. hop• and r•o• and oonteutment. ~h•e are unlimited po1e1b111tiea 

tar the ~hr18 t1an ohurob whiob 11 no' oontent un.t11 th• 11piritual, domeetio, 
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~ .. a ptqai~al life of the 1nd1'Yldu&l ha• beep oba~ged. rn order to aooompliah 

/ tb1•, Bhe mu.et be the modern p1011e1 r in industry, governmmt, eoo 1e ty and re

.. ~on, that eh e has been the past d eoade. In doing hi.B pioneering feat, the 

ai.•eional) ID'llBt constantly keep in m1n4 the faot of the present oond1t1oM 

tb.at J> 1'91'&11. 

• 
In order to be moat effeotive in th• aaoompl1ehment of the taek of winning 

•Ill anl women to Jee us Chrie t, tha m1e•1omry Dllllt become more '' Atrioan". Thie 

••~• that inoraaeed effort muet be nade to train not eooree, but hundirede 8'.ld 

tbouaande of Qhrletisn mtivee in mln1eter1al, eduoattonal and lay taekB. From 

thl• intena1Te training muat oome neponeibility for real leadership for the 

capable natiTe. Thia taa beenaooompliehe4, to a snall degree, but the poeei.-

bilit1ee are et ill undeveloped. 

After 7eare of 1ntene1Te study in the pmbleme of Afrioa in relation to 

the ohuroh, thl.e oonolneion ta• been reached, "The :t'unotional unicy of the 

011uroh mue t be 1 no .reased. That doe 11 not neoee•ar1 ly re quire oo rporate unity, 

but it doee man that the m1.aaion11 muet wort together in every task. M1n18ter-

1al, eduoat1onC, me41oal and other pro:t•••1onal training mtm-t be done toe;ether 

if for no other reuon than the praot1 oal one, th& t it oanno t be effeoti 't'ely 

4one eep ara tely: m d 11 teraOJ al'Ml. 11 tera ture ae well". (Dr • .e.IDEllJ Hoe•) Chrle-

t1an1 tJ ham d !empted Mrioan life in gaining looalltie• of th• individual and 

pull1.ng t-h- out of pagan tribal life. !fm. far, it h-. not euffloiently aided 

th• Afrioari to r•ooJ.Wtruot oomnuni9'f life on a Ohrt.e tian baeia. 

"Punotlonal Unit;y • or oo-operati'fe•, at fer a k:e.r to tbt.e reoonatructtion 

am tba pm •en t• a obal lmfre to the mo4ern o hurob mcl mi e1ionar,y. Again quot-

1~ from Dr. lto •: "••1the r ba• tb • ohuroh 4 one any th in~ like what it o~ht to 

, ... another -1 to re•tor• unity to Afriom life; in relating \.#hrietlan1t1 to 

th• whole of life. An1m1• waa th• oontrol at all Afrioan life. Noth.in~••• 

too 42 atant or too n .. r, too large or too •all, too intimate or too publio in 



tra41 t ional J.trloan life to e•oaw- the o. t 1 .. th 1 1 t 1 
g ,,.... on ro OJ. e an m e o nllgion. •••. 

Christ 1an1 ty had - and I believe et ill bu .. an unparalleled oppor tun! ty in .Af .. 

oa \o beoome a benef1o1ent oontrol of all life ae it slowly replaoee animism". 

The Protestant ohuron neede a united fJ:'ont in the relations h ips of the govern

men\ and other Beouler bodiee. ~hie does not only m1an a unity or oo-operati"fe

n•e 11ith other American mieeiolll!, but also w·ith the ..t'rotestant mieeions of Eur• 

ope• llieeionary po11er in the future depend e upon the e:!feot i veneee of the in-

di~idual nale111onary in the art o'f oo-operatlon on bis own mis s ion station, in 

hie o.-i oonferenoe, in hie territory, md finally with all Af rican missionaries 

of the Pro te et ant faith. 

It ~e been pn>ved. that th!lre are two eouroee of inexhaust ible energy, 

namely, the atom am the eoal. The world is awake to th e enerpy of the atom. 

lt le workiiur enerp:et1oally and untiri~ly to diJ!oo"fer new fields o f activity 

o:f this minute, yet seemingly m:ilimited, foroe. ::)houl d not the ohuroh pcseeee 

. e same qual ity o f enthu.eiaem a.rd oonoentration to the en erE"Y a n d potential!-

ttee of the soul! 

.ltania energy baa its 11mitatlona. The en ergy of the s ou.la, fired by 

Je8U8 Cbri11t, le limit lees and before t:h.18 energy &11 things ethall yield and 

ohange for A!r ioa. 

The effeo t at air tranapo rtation and the war hall •peeded up J.fr ioa and 

broo.ght her t.o a alo11er relat1oneh1p with the westem oountrie~ • .1..he oommer-

o 1al int ereate are not 11low to graep the ~f1oanoe ot th 1a, and they will not 

wast• tl .. diaomei~ the 14eal approaoh or oondition•. They will IX> S12d M.&IB 

tb e 11p pro a oh to meet the na t 1Te in hLe· Tillage, t r1 be and oount ry. Th• duty 

of the Obrutlan. ohurob i• to walk into the "optll door" without d1J!oa•11ioll u 

~ tbe rea«>n of 1 te open!~ or the time of 1 t• reMlnlntt opcwi. 

Th• preMnt 191 Md timefr are awe11ome; aw••ome with ohallenpe, awesome 

wi t h en l ip-htm.,t and a11eeo• with opportun1cy-. Th• future of A:trioa oalle :tor 

the b eet e4uo&ted. beet lldj1J8t•4 . an4 nm•t .... c.,..h1a1 .. ,,. ........ __ ..,._,_ .-....... _ ..... _ - · · 
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,l# ohuroh. \'lorda uttered by Dwight L. Moody, "The world hae yet to see 

do with a YOllng Dlln who ls fulI, yielded to tlim," etill ring 

unohll lenged. 

The opportunity in Afr 1o a for the Ohrie t !an a huroh le unol'a llenged 

through t he graoe of our Saviour. Afrioa needl!I the Riefll Son to dispel the 

Darkness of e1n, i@Iloranoe and euperet1t1on. '.l.'he da:rlcmee of nlght ha.a en ... 

veloped her muoh too long. 1'Jho aan reveal the light of .Lit'~, but he who ~ae 

that light s hi ni'Q€l in hie heart, am refleotine; Hie radiance in hle ooun ten-

anoe. 


