Report of visit to Congo by Executive Sacretary
July 7 - August 8, 1964

“That all People. Nations. and Languages
Should Serve Him" Dan. 7:14b

The prophet Daniel lay on his bed and had a visiocn. Amtong aothsr

significant insights he said -

I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the Sum of Man
came with the clouvds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days
and they brought him near before him.,

And thare was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingcdeom, %hat
all people. nations, and languages, should serve him: his domin-
icn is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away. and
his kingdem that which shall not be destroyad.® Dan, 7:13.14.

Before July 1. 1960, the epidemic of Nationalism and indespendencs
that was infecting large parts of Africa struck Congo. We are familiar

with the then sudlen turn of events. Congolese did not balieve the
“"Daniels"” of that day but rather listened to the "magicians. astrolo-

g2rs. and chaldzans"”. The "Daniels" ware attacked, some killed, and

others evacuated. Gospel messaengers feld for their lives. About 200
Bantu tribes had now arrived within the gate of Independence. It was
tc be a glorious entrance with bliss in certain consequence. so they
unknowingly thought,

In earthguake suddenness there was quivering and shaking over all
of Congo. Congo was fragmentized from six provinces into 21 with soma
boundary lines stil)l in dispute. Tribal feuds formerly subduaed trig-
gered into f£ighting, burning of villages, evacuations, bloodshed. and
tamoorary famine for refugees. Political aspirants sought supporting
constituencies which rapidly divided the people into rival groups.
Promises were colossal only to deepen the mire of disillusionment.

Tha Adcula government, soon unable to satisfy the desires of the massss

and simultaneocusly subdue rabbid reactionaries, found itself plagued



-l

with Eastern inspired rebels who resorted to viclence ©o maka their

caus2 known. The Kwilu and Albertville areas serve as 2xamples., Addi-

tional misery sprung from the undisciplined, at times savage, afforts

of the National armv.

Then the ironic happenad. A coalition of once rival leaders was

formad to hopefully bring order out of chaos. A contest to the finich

among tnem would have brought certain disastrous results. What this

"0il and water" mixture can and will do is yet to be seen. We need %o

pray that God might overrule and the gospel have free course,

During the above noted period of Congolese frustration and tur-
bulence, missionaries slowly returned to Congo. They were generally

desired but in a new role. Paternalism was history. Parinership was

questionable. Servanthood was acceptable and desirable. Now thare is

a noticeable willingness on mission stations to give missionaries a free

hand, This is more limited in public circles.
Thare appears to be a general waeariness of thae kind of independance

obtained. The public has come to despise the promising politicians

who appear often to feather their nests before distributing pay en-
velopes that have been short changed or delayed. It will take a long
tima until spiritual and moral persuasion is generally effected. Pub-
lic sarvants will need to be sifted and resifted and it will require
time to establish confidence and stability, if ever. Now it appears

that such who have positions of any power exploit to the very limit,
Scope of Visit

Into the above context I scheduled a visit to tha C.1I.M. field.
Tnia was to include events as the Missionary Retreat at Tshikapa. the
annual Conference zt Mutena, visit to the stations, Bakwanga, Lulua-

bourg, whore we tre engaged in literaturs and radio work, Stanleyville
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where the Protestant University is, Kimpese, and Leopoldville, where
we ara involved in Laco and hold two hostels for missionary children,

and nmeetings with tha Field Committea, and various missionaries.
Thera was also a stop at Brussells to contact the Brussells Buraau

with Dr, Oscar Stenstrom in charge and a brief visit with the Fremont

Regiers, Tina Warkentin, and Betty Rempel. God gave us moments of

challenga and inspiration in many ways.

I will proceed to briefly review these experiences according to

events and placas,

The Missionary Retreat at Tshikapa

This is an annual affair when missionaries gather at a designated

Place for fellowship and spiritual refreshment. I had opportunity

to share in four Bible studies and dialogue in general. There was

spirited group singing and special numbers. I was moved by the obser-
vation that all the songs chosen had a note of triumph. We opened with
“Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us", The missionaries knew the meaning

of this song from recent experiences., This time of fellowship was

most enriching.

Tha Mutena Conference

After 11 hours of bouncing, dusty travel, covering about 130
milea and crossing one ferry which took 3% hours we arrived at Mutena
in the V. J. Sprunger Bcout to attend the annual conferenca, Air travel
from Tshikapa via MAF is 14 minutes with a clean white shirt on arrival.
Mukedi. Kandala. and Bakwanga delegates were absent. Nyanga

delagates arrived one day late bacausa of a breakdown. Actual dele-

gate count was 62.
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The conferenca proceeded with Ngongo David of Nyanga presiding at

all sessions. There ware plenary sessions and time to maat for tha

various Commissions. It was my privilege to give four addresses during

the worship sessions., Discussions waere vigorous with considarable tim=

consuming irrelevant matter. =Sducational problems seemed to dominate

tha discussion.

Exception to this was the consideration given to tha new constitu-

tion which was finally provisionally accepted. Lack of knowledge abou’

the constituticon appearad to stimulate some apprehensions about it.

There waere no motions. When discussion anded on a given subjact
it was considered settled.

I got the impression that the church is somewhat intimidated by
the educational group. The church is organically responsible for the
education program and there appear to be signs of reversing this influ-
ence, We will need a strengthaning of the church--leaders who can
teach. preach, do personal work and advance the church to a stronger

position. Lz2aders appaar to see this and are appealing for missionary
help along this line.

Some of the appeals of the Commission on Education wera:
1. A sscondary teachsr for Banga.

2. Additional classrooms for Charlesville.

3, Official uniform grade cards.

4. A cantral library from which to get books,

5. A uniform curriculum to conform to state regulations.

6. That the Zvangelistic committee work out a course of religion
for tha first four grades in Primary school.

7. That teachars be given special classes to bettar understand

the national curriculum,

8. That teachers get free medicine.
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9, A Sacondary school for Kamayala.
10. Budgat monay for traval.

11. A Secondary school for girls,

12. Somebody institute corrective measures for some dishonest school

dirsctors.

13. Registered displeasure at contemplated move of Saccndary,i
normal school to Kikwit,

The Medical Commisgion asked for a doctor at Nyanga and nurse for
Banga and Kalondar saild dispensaries qualify but get no subsidy--infir-
mieres want subsidy; requested a medical school class and asked. "Are
there any more doctors in America?"

The Zvangolistic Commission requested nails, cement, and roofing
to repair buildings, and want the mission to supply transport for
materials. Thay asked, "How can theological students get halp?" It
was dacided each church should provide for their own. "What do you do
with an overseer who doesn't do his duty?" Reply. "Kick him out of
his job."

The Administrative Report revealed some of the inner feelings of
Congolese. Placing blame is an art with them. Missionaries were
blamed for not helping and giving enough. The Home Board is not doing
what it could. "We could help but we just don't want to."

The economic struggle is noticeably real, An adequate concept
of business and business procedure is wanting. The transition from
handouts to economic self-responsibility seems difficult and slow.
Initiative and motivation need development according to the American
pace. Thay took the position that the mission could help more but they

do not want to. They expressed a desperation for schools of all sorts.
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Missionaries felt that the conferance showed considarable improve-

ma2nt over others since 1960. Organization was improving and there

was a growing moderation in the use of "blams". (I thougnt there was

much of this yet.)

Conclusion: £very Board member ought to have a chance to a‘tend

an annual African Conference.

The Stations

Tshikapa-Kalonda: Hare is the field headguarters., It is the

center of activity with the largest concentration of missionaries. Hare
is the large 16 building-300 bed hospital, a bookstore and litaerature
distributing center, the agriculture program, a secondary school, and
baginning in the fall of 1964, the re-opening of Institute Biblique at
Kalonda.

Nyanga: Here is our chief educational center with plans for a com-
Plete secondary school. Progress is being made in the development of
a lending library and a science laboratory. About two additional
buildings will be needed for school purposes and some additional housing.
There is a convenient airstrip. It is hopad to have a doctor permanently
located here with adequats working facilities.

Kanayala: This is the place of the leper colony with 52 occu-
pants, the orphan home with a turnover of about 50, and an Evangelistic
Center. From here there wera 14 regional centers--7 of which were
burned by the Jeunnesse. It was at this point about 14 miles out where
the Jesunnesse attacked and the local citizenry of Batschoke people
reainted, furiously killing all but six or eight of a band of 384. That
seamad to end ths Jeunnesse threat for the present in that area. Kama-

vala wants a esecondary school and will need medical personnel. HBere the
presence of evangelist Ben £idse is significantly evident.
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Banga: Here the church appsars weak. A missionary is desired,

initiative ssems low and a missionary could do much to spark action,
The dispensary operates with a Congolese in charge as well as %he pri-

mary school,

Charlesville: Perhaps the most disappointing in deterioration

of the physical assets. We will need to remind ourselves that this
Station has been completely svacuated since 1960 and the people now
in occupancy have no appraciation of the struggle and achievements of
this place in the past. Much is needed here in every way from repair
of buildings to the rebuilding of a program. There is a church-with

a pastor. Here is a wide open door for much work and a great need for
stabilization of population.

Bakwanga: ©On the surface and parhaps deeper, here was a spiritual
enthusiasm unaxcelled by any other station. The Sunday morning servic:a
was unigue. A real fire was started before the audience and f=d
during a one hour and 45 minute service to illustrate the unity and
working of the Holy Spirit in the church. Four speakers including one
lady spoke wmnder the skilled moderator Pastor Kazadi Mathaw. It was
a most refreshing experience,

In the afternoon we met with the £.M.C. leaders of the area at
which time they presented a letter with four requests.

1. Scholarships for student study outside of Congo,

2. Sixty thousand francs aid for their school.

3. A vehicle.

4. Becondary teachers. They said, "One hundred whites there
risking lives for diamonds--aren't souls worth more." They would also
like an agriculture man.

Mixad into the spiritual enthusiasm was an underlying feeling of

uncertainty and uneasiness as to the future.
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C.F.R.A. is slowly terminating in this area by turning varicus

work projects to the Congolese, Archie Grabar felt it would be good

if a missionary couple could ba sent hera to carry on in various ways

after they leave.

Kandala and Mukedi: Still no communication.

The Programs

The Church.

Bringing into being, developing, purifying and
inspiring the church is the most difficult of our assignmants. Partly
because oftan the results are so abstract to be unobservable and ba-

cause of the pernicious moral and spiritual failures that require
attention and oftean have long lasting unsavory results.

Yet thae church is the organ responsible for all other mission
involvemants, Her strength or weakness directly or indirectly affects
the total program,

Congolesa of all beliefs and levels of moral living readily accept
madical aid, food, or even education. Here progress 1s also gratify-
ing. Bodies are healed and knowledge is noticeably increased. But
building tha body of the resdeemed against the forces of evil takes
the power of God and people deeply committed to an uphill, discouraging,
often unappreciated service.

In Congo the church is responsible for the primary and secondary
school program. The government provides subsidy for teachers, supplies.
and buildings as it haa funds but the responsibility of astablishing,
directing., and teaching the school is in the church and much of this
actually falls back to the mission and the Legal Representative who is

basically responsible for the computation of salaries and distribution

of tho sama.



T -

This makes the church more than a spiritual and moral body sesking

to develop qualitatively and quantitatively. It mires tha church

into affairs that tend to sacularize har vary existance--not by intent

but by diversion. Tha school system then having the batter trainad

leadership tends to frown on church authority intimidating vigorous
discipline and propagation.

I feal the nacessary urgent remady to this problem is a more
dynamic church offensive by sending in more path evangelists to svan-
gelize, make disciplss, and train and inspire local pastors. The

Plague of low motivation will need soma counter-measures. Then we will

naad to raise tha standard of trailning for theological students to be

comparable to sacular training. Otharwisa I envision a trained house-

hold of Mennonites getting their start from a church that is slowly

watered dovn and made lifeless by its own offspring. We nesd some
more missionary spiritual leaders of strong evangelistic courage and
fervor who will face this problem in a person to person encounter.
Education. The primary schools are all in African hands and the
gquality of work done is concadad, even by Africans, to bs inferior.
Many otharwise capabla students fail entrance exams for the secondary

schools,

Wa have alraady pointed out the naed for more sacondary schools.
standardization of curriculum, and qualified taachers.

Tha aducation program has a long mile to maka but even though
full achievemant is most distant this is perhaps the strongest aspact
of the C.I.M. program. We will undoubtedly become more daeply involved
in this area bafore Africans can carry the responsibility.

Medical. Doctors are slowly returning from EBuropean training
cantars who will be stationed at government posts and in cities., How-

evar thers will be nead for doctors and nurses for a long time to come.



~ 10 -

Hoay o tha & - =

AL ©e coctors ara trained in acceleratad. short~cu® training
r ms moakd rha
programs making them incapsble for most surgical problems., Wae nszc

additional doctors and nurses now. Training centers are badlv nszdz=d

with psople who can train nationals. Dr. and Mrs. Zook have a deap

dasire to do more in a mediecal training program. This neads Furiher
study.

Agriculture,

Women, for the most part, produce th: feood for ihs

S =y . ¥
vable. Agriculture as an occupation is rara in our area. Transporta-

tion and markets are a discouraging factor. Paopla have fcod +o eat,

and a balanced diet will nsaed to be laarned, Manioc is the base and

Africans can raise chickans if initiative is present. Goats and pige

ars running around. Nyanga could get by with less razor back swine.

We look forward to the arrival of the Framont Regiers who will
bs giving this a thorough study bafora we engage in any major expendi-
tura or program.

Literaturs. translation, bookstorss. Hare wa are actively and
gffactively involved. "Tuyaya Kunyi" is now selling about 12,000 - 14,000
copias monthly. Literature outlets are active with good results. Litara-
ture and books are being sold from 42 outlets at cost, some with a small
profit, and som= at subsidized prices.

Tha printing program at Leco is being enlargaed with additional
nrass=3 a&nd more floor space. A branch office 1s maintained at Stanley-
7iila. Hdanry Dirks has baan an excellent addition in this area with
hie skill as a printar. Wilbaert Naesuanschwandar is now in Europe learning

ranch to assist in operating a Bookmobile to supply bookstores and
rataill directly.

Radin, The radio thrust will be a cooperative vaenture with A.P.C.M.

and poszibly othars undar the general direction of Charles Sprungar,
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4 production center is in process of development, consisting of a

studio and recording room in tha dwelling of the Charles Sprungsrs at

Luluabourg. &guipment is on the way now. It will take anothsr two or

three months to get programs on the air. The ‘Fshiluba sp2aking area

that can be coversd by this method has a potential of thres to five

million souls. Congoless ara sansitively vulnerable to all sorts of

propaganda. The emotion of fear is espacially sensitive and devious

m2thods are eamployed by rebel groups to demoralize the populace by this

method. A lie appears to be balieved in prefarance to truth,

Radio from church sponsorship could do much to present another

side of 1life. Ths gospal can ba given, hope stimulated, purposs in

life explained and promoted, and outlets for spiritual counsel and

correspondance Bibla courses opaned. Portable radios are ssen carried

about giving visible evidence of a wide open door.

As rapidly as possibla we ought to do something for the Apends
paopla a2nd others along this same line.

Children‘s School at Laopoldville. Purchase of tha Hostel givas

C.I.M. an excellent location in close proximity to the Amarican School.

I+ sacuras our futura in tha araa.

The block of eight housas offered by Chanic to the Amarican School

appears to ba a good buy. The houses are in good repair and built of

durablae matarials. We could hardly go wrong on them unless wa wersa

early suddenly forced to evacuate. Purchase at this point is still
panding.

Thas location and management of the Hostels are a source of satis-
faction to our missionary parents. From the standpoint of political
+urbulence, Leopoldville appears to be the least vulnerable.
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Cooparative Vantures

Laco, Union Mission House,

Institute Madicale Evangalique, COMAS,
Liproka, Carproka,

and the Protastant University have C.I.M. blood
and/or funds in them,

In Leco we have funds and currantly threz couples. In U.M.H. wa

have funds only. In I.M.2. we have funds and a single lady.

In COMAS
wa shars 50-50 with M.C.C. in funds and one couple,

To Liproka wa fur-

nish ona couple with another on tha way. To Cerproka we givae funds

and currently one coupla in managemant. To the Protestant University

w& have made a small contribution and furnish the Academic Daan, with
othar profassors in prospact.

These involvemants make possible services beyond tha capacity of

C.I.M. alone and to the banafit of more paople at less cost, Each is

controlled and operated by a local Board.

Impressions

At best, an impression 1s not to be considared a bonafide fact.

So what I say hara 1is intended only as imprassion and not to be con-

strued as an absoluta or even relatively correct evaluation. The human

factor. knowledgeability, and exparience on my part is fraighted with

inadequacy. However, having been mantled with the privilege and re-

sponsibility of this visit I will venture a littlas.

1. The image of Congo to the U.S. presanted by thae secular press,

radio, and TV is uniquely colorful and geared to popular appeal with

i{solated incidents of eruption played up as reflecting the attitude and

mood of all of Congo. I saw a different Congo than that of the news.

2. Congo ir a sick country wearing a tattered and torn shirt,

riding in an amateurly designed political vehicle, with a flat tire
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Sconcmy, a broken steering whaal and shimmaring front

wheels to rids
thae road to racovery.

Openly vulnerable to internal exploitztion, and
@xternal idsology.

3. Congo will nead to choosa yary soon a course of directicn

to survive as a national antity.

4. The missions have a sobering responsibility in this erucial

hour.

S. Under the prasent political circumstances, the life and activity

of mission will require constant review.

6. Of a certainty, we can plan for long years of participation

in an educational program, medical program and other sarvice programs—-—

if the door remains open.

7. Hopefully and dynamically we are under command to plant and

prepare tha church all over tha world in longing anticipation for the
imminent return of our Saviour and Lord.

B. It would be tragedy for the missions to abandon this country

now; rather we should reinforce our efforts with additional personnel

in most of our going programs.

What did Daniel say?

"That all people, nations, and languages should serva Him: his
dominion is an averlasting dominion, which shall not pass away. «arxd
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."

Will Congo have a ramnant in that Kingdom because of us? Our

current response makes a difference either way.
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CONGO INLAND MISSION
EGLISE MENNONITE AU CONGO
B.P. 440
MBUJIMAYI

le 2 Aoflt 1964

DIAKIDILA DIA MUKELENGE SECRETAIRE MUNENE
WA BOODI KU AMERIQUE

Ne MUKELENGE SPRUNGER
REPRESENTANT LEGAL DE LA C.I.M.
TSHIKAPA

Mukelenge Secretaire,

Moyo wenu ,

Lelu wa ndaya, mitsgima yetu idil ne disanka didi
kadliyl sma kuambibua bua difika diebe munkatshi muetu,dikale
dijing2 mua kumona benene bua mudimu utudi n'au,

Tudi tusakidila Nzambl Tatu wetu bonso bua difika
dienu munkatshi muetu., Kadi tudi tutamba kusanka bua bantu

vadi batumona bu muenu, ne batusambashatudi mu dikenga.

Tudi tunuvualulja tshihamie ne Mukelenge Représentant
watu bua malomba etu mu mikanda yituakanufundila. Ne tudi
tutekemena diandamuna dienmu dilengele lu malu aa:

1. Pudi tujinga muyishi bua Bcole Secondaire Unie

2, Tudi tujinga Tshidima,Pumunyi,udi mua kushalsa ku
Kabeya Kamianga .

3. Tudi tunulomba 603000 franes(Soixante milles frames)

bu tshituha tshietu tshia kela mu mushete wa
Bcole Secondaire Unile,

4. Tudi tunulomba machine bua kuenza n'au masangisha
5., Bourse d'études

Ha mutu ha malu aa onso, tudi tunujingila mudimu
mulenga mugkatshi muetu, Ne tulombela kudi Nzambi Mufuki
bua anuhesha bukole bua mubidi.

POUR LA OUNFERENCE DE DISTRICT

LE SECHETAIRE LE PRESIDENT
P,0. NTUMBA ANDRE B. & M.L. KAZADI
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Juy 13
JJuly 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 26
July 27

Tues. July 28

Wed.
Th.

July 29
July 20
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Arr. leo 6 PM

Evenings meet with CIM personnel
Days visit and consult on problems touching
such interests as 0OPC, UMH, American School, etc.

AM Fly MAF Kajijil we Khwif % wfe VT Epanorphe.

FM Fly MAF Kamayala. If possible to arrange with MAF,
spend night at Kamayala

AM Vorship Kamayala
PM Fly Tshikapa
EVE Start misslonary retreat

Missionary Retreat Mon AM MAF pllot to Mutena via car

Tue AM MAF pilot to Tshikapa " "
Tue PM MAF fly to Mutena |

Delegate travel Mutena MAF fly Kamayala delegates
P2 owl . gl
3.

Mutena Conference
Cwl

MAF back to Leo

Delegate gkravel home Mon. or Tues. MAF fly Kamayala

delegates home
Day with Art and Mission books

Day with exec. committee
Tshikapa area work

Banga, poseibly Charlesvllle

Nyanga

Nyanga

To Tshikapa | [ l_i: L/ 2 frets x\j/f 'Il-t. L_'-.‘I - LI
Tehikapa o UL g7/ f:i, Voo@zre f_ixr/'ﬂ__..
To Llbg. ¢

and week followingt

Bakwanga via APCM plane
Luluabourg

gtanleyville and Leo via Alr Congo

It is pesbable that visite will be made to Kimpese,
Kikwit and Vanga after his return to L-u:
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