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THE TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH.

We wisli all the cliosen children of God, our heloved hrethren and sisters in Christ

Jesvs, an increase of faith, grace, peace and spiritual joy, perfect righteovsness and
eternal life, all n^hich is of God, our heavenly FatJier, through, Jesus Christ, his only

begotten Son, our Lord, who loved us, and washed us from our sins in his blood. To

hiin be praise, honor, glory. Mngde.m, poiccr and majesty, from eternity to eternity.

Amen.

Chosen, beloved children, brothers and
sisters in Christ Jesus, although, O God

!

we are so unwisely prevented by this irra-

tional, blind world, from preaching tlie true

gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

to every one, verbally, and, although the

cruel, bloody tyranny, encouraged by our

useless, wicked priests and preachers, is

used so unrestrainedly against Christ and
his word (for these poor children seek and
love dross more than gold, chaff more than

wheat, lies more than truth, and darkness

more than light), yet shall God's only

invincible truth, which always triumphs,

through the Holy Ghost, in the true chil-

dren of God, bear its crown; notwithstand-

ing that it is stung so miserably in the heel

by the conquered serpent and his seed, the

proud despisers, liars and blood-shedders,

that it can scarcely stand in obedience to its

Lord Jesus Christ. Notwithstanding their

raving, this envious, bloody seed and ser-

pent must, with bruised head, and quite

powerless , remain under its sway, for through

the jjower of the Spirit, and tlie gospel truth

in Christ Jesus he is wholly overcome.

Since then, this old, crooked serpent,

wliich was from the beginning, proudly and
falsely opposed to God, and was a cruel

murderer, is put under the feet of Christ and
his church, and has endured and seen his

lying seed destroyed and trampled under
foot, thi-ough the revealed truth, therefore,

does he gnash his teeth in furious rage, and
14

breathe out his accursed, infernal breath of

heresy through his prqphets and preachers.

He casts out of his mouth tlie terrible streams

of tyranny through the rulers and tlie mighty
of the earth, after the glorious church (wo-

man), pregnant with the word of the Lord,

with a view to exterminate and destroy her

seed. But God be eternally praised, who
has protected her against the red di-agon,

and has prepared her a place in the wilder-

ness.

Since, then, for reasons assigned, I cannot

teach publicly, nevertheless, I will serve you
by wTiting, as long as the Lord will permit
me, and I live. I will serve you with my
small talents, whicli the gracious Father has
granted me tlu-ougli his Son, Christ Jesus,

out of the abundant treasury of his heaven-

ly riches. I say with Paul, Not with the

wisdom of man, not with words of wisdom
to serve you, for I possess and know them
not. I let those seek them who are eager

after them. My boasting is, with Paul, only

to know Christ, and him crucified ; for to

know him is eternal life. Therefore God
cannot endow us with better wisdom than

with this, although it is foolishness to the

world; for truth is more precious than gold

and silver ; than all pearls and precious

stones; there is nothing under heaven to be

compared to her. Her ways are ways of

pleasantness, and all her paths are peace;

she is a tree of life to them that lay hold
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upon her; and happy is every one that re-

taineth her.

Yes, beloved brothers, every one who is

thus rightly taught of God, in this wisdom
(for she is the wisdom of the saints), may
glorj', by the gTace given him, over all grad-

uated doctors, theologists, jm-ists, orators

and poets, although he could neither write

nor speak, and were he the most helpless

upon earth. But all those who are not in-

structed in this wisdom from God, though
they were as glorious as Solomon, as vic-

torious as Alexander, as rich as Croesus, as

strong as Hercules, as learned as Plato, as

subtle as Aristotle, as eloquent as Demos-
thenes and Cicero, and as well skilled in

languages as Mitliridates ; yea, so great-

ly experienced that his like were not to be
found from the beginning, nevertheless, he
is a fool in the ej'es of the Lord; this must
be confessed and acknowledged.

With this Avisdom, I say, so much as the

gracious Father, the Giver of every perfect

gift, has given me through his Son, Jesus

Christ, I desire to serve not only our broth-

ers and sisters, but the whole world, with

all my heart, that all the hungry and thirsty

souls may be clothed from above, and be
satisfied with this celestial wisdom, who de-

sire to live according to the will of the Lord;
those souls which he created to his honor,

and pui'chased with the l)lood of his Son,

that they may learn to know God through

his Son and word, in spirit, who says, "Let
not the wise man glor,y in his wisdom, nei-

ther let the mighty man glory in his might,

let not the rich man glory in his riches ; but
let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am
the Lord, which exercise loving kindness,

.judgment and righteousness, in the earth;

for in these things I delight, saith the Lord,"
Jer. 9:23, 24.

O, dear children, vou Avho are born of the

word of the Lord through the Spirit, reflect

rightly upon these tilings in your hearts,

how incomprehensibly great the heavenly
Imunty and grace are, which have appeared
to us, throixgh Clirist, and have been given

us of the Father, that he has so gracioiasly

bestowed upon us, gi-ievous sinners, in our
most abominable blindness, the glorious

and divine gift of his wisdom ; yea, when

we knew neither God nor Christ, were stran-

gers to the life that is out of God, children of

wrath and of eternal death, knew not the

word of peace, and strayed like sheep who
knew no shepherd; that he has so gracious-

ly bestowed upon us this great treasure,

the true knowledge of the kingdom of God;
the treasure which lies buried in the field

he discovered to us by his Spirit, and made
known to us the mystery of his good will,

and the true regenerating signification of

his holy gospel, which cannot be taught in

colleges, cannot be purchased, is not to be
brought from foreign lands, nor can it be
merited by any thing ; that he has opened
to us with the ]s.ej of his word and Spirit,

the saving truth, and has closed it to all em-

perors, kings, lords, princes, the wise and
the learned, before the whole world ; that

he redeemed us from the power of darkness,

I

and, according to his will and good pleas-

I

ure, led us into the kingdom of his dear
' Son; yea, that he has made us kings and
priests, that we are to be a chosen and holy

i

people ; a jieople to serve him in love, and
to be his own, that we are to publish his

power and virtue, because he has called us

I out of darkness to his marvelous lisht, as

! Peter says. O ,gi*eat grace and love!

I Most beloved brothers, alwaj'^s rejoice in

I

the Lord. Again, I say, with Paul, rejoice,

that the great King, Jesus Clirist, who has
all power in heaven and on earth, that he

I

has manifested such grace towards you, that

he has called you, poor, unesteemed chil-

dren, to such high honor, you who are the

reproach and disgrace of the whole world,

that he has made you kings and priests

;

Kings, I say, who have been anointed with

I

the oil of grace, through the Holy Ghost,

! crowned with the crown of honor, clothed

with the garment of righteousness, and gov-

erned by Clirist, your King; not with the

weapons of death, such as fire-arms, spears,

swords, horses, riders and servants, as the

kings of this world do, but with the invinci-

ble and eternal sceptre of the power of God,
namely, with the sharp-edged sword of the

holy word, which v/ill victoriously triumph

by virtue of 3^our unconquerable faith, over
* gold, silver, cities, countries, lords, princes,

I

tiesli, blood, banners, banishment, swords,
I stakes, water, fire, liunger, thirst, naked-
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ness, hell, sin, law, fear, devil and death;

yon will be perfect in life and death, and
secure from all yom* enemies, both visible

and invisible, who would deprive and rob

you of the promised kingdom, through the

advice and seed of the old serpent. The
dominion and government of the spiritual

king are spiritual, therefore, iiwy cannot be

fatally hurt or conquered by tyranny, false

doctrine, or evil lusts; for they can do all

things through Christ, who strengthens them,

who also is their helper and redeemei-, whose

shield and sword is their glory.

Again, you are also priests anointed of

God, not with the external oil of Aaron and
his sous, nor with the perishable blood of

oxen and sheep ; nor with the splendid gar-

ments of gold, silk and precious stones, as

the law required; but anointed, sprinkled

and affected with the oil of the Holy Ghost,

with the blood of Christ, and clothed with

the garment of righteousness, ordained and
called of God, not to slay the creatures dai-

ly, and offer them upon altars, in outward

temples of stone, as Moses commanded the

priests in the law; but you are to slay hu-

man beings, all your lives, with the sword

of the divine word (understand spin'iaaU>/),

together with yoiu- own refractory flesh and
blood, that is, that you teach and reprove

them, and yourselves, with the Spirit and
j

word of the Lord, that you and they die to

your unrighteousness and evil lusts, destroy

them, and thus offer in your spiritual house

or temple, not made with hands, upon the

only and eternal altar of otir reconciliation,

Jesus Christ.

Besides, you are not such priests, who of

their own righteousness offer bread and
wine for the sins and transgressions of the

common people, and for the souls of the de-

ceased, neither are you to sing nor read

mass, nor worship the golden, silver, wood-
en and stone images, nor serve nor burn in-

cense to them as the poor, ignorant priests

of the world do; but you are holy priests,

who piu'ify and sanctify your own bodies

daily, and in time of need voluntarily ofi'er

them as a sweet smelling sacrifice, for the

truth's sake, together with your ardent pray-

ers and joyful thanksgiving, out of a be-

lieving, converted, pure heart; for such offer-

ings are well pleasing to the Lord.

Would to God, that all who are called

priests, were changed into such priests; ah!

how much innocent blood would be spared,

how gloriously the truth would be spread,

and what a noble Christian world this would
be!

Say, beloved brothers, who can fully com-
prehend tJiis grace, or relate these benefits ?

Again, formerly, we all strayed as lost sheep,

which have no shepherd; we walked accord-

ing to the lusts of our evil flesh, even as

they all do, who know not the way of the

Father; we were unbelievers in divine things,

blind and without understanding, full of

bruises and putrifying sores from the sole of

the foot to the crown of the head, and by
natui-e, children of wi-ath like others. But
blessed be the Lord, now we are washed,
now we are sanctified, now we are justi-

fied in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

through the Spirit of otir God, 1 Cor. 6: 11;

in short, we are converted to the true Shep-

herd and preserver of our souls, Jesus Christ,

who pastures us in the rich pastures of his

truth, feeds us with the bread of his word,

sustains us with the tree of life, and refreshes

us with the water of his Spirit. Who can
comprehend and relate this grace 'i

Besides this, when we were yet ungodly
and enemies, he did not punish us as he did

the angels that sinned, nor like the first

depraved world, nor lilce Sodom and Go-

morrah, nor like those who worshipped the

calf, nor like those in the day of provoca-

tion, nor like the seditious and adulterers,

nor like those in the wilderness, who acted

contrary to his will and word, for he de-

stroyed all of them; btit he saved us through

his great mercy, led us by his right hand,

drew us by his goodness, renewed us by
his word, begat us by the Holy Ghost,

and enlightened us by the clear light of

his ti-uth; that we by his grace renounced

the world, flesh, devil and all manner of

evil, willingly entered upon the path of

peace and submitted to the easy yoke of

his gospel. It appears to me. this may
properly be called grace.

Most beloved children, take heed : Since

then, the gracious Father has dealt so marvel-

ously with us according to his great mercy,

and manifested his love toward us without

our merits, it is right and becoming that we
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also love, fear, praise and honor such a

benevolent Lord and merciful Father, with

all onr powers serve him, and be obedient

to him in all onr weakness.

Since then, he has manifested, toward

us afflicted sinners, such unspeakable love

and grace, as said, wliich love and grace

cannot be rightly seen and understood,

with the blind eyes and the ignorant reason

of the Hesh, but must be seen and under-

stood with the inward eyes of the mind, and
through the unction of the Holy Ghost; that

is, with a sincere, sure, immoveable, conti-

dent, vigorous, unfeigned and pure faith;

such as the Scriptures teach.

Such an unfeigned faith being required as

mentioned, and clearly linding in the word
of the Lord, that all dealing and aim of

true Christianity, concerning the new birth

or creature, true repentance, dying unto sin,

a new life, true righteousness, obedience,

salvation and eternal life, lie in a sincere,

active faith, according to all Scripture, as

may be seen and read in many passages;

tlierefore have I, through the grace of the

Lord, undertaken to prove to all lovers of

eternal truth, by divine testimony from the

word of the Lord, which is the true doctrine

that avails before God, and lias the promise

in the Scriptures; namely, which has en-

ergy, power, work, and effect, agreeing with

the gospel of Christ and the doctrines of the

apostles, in order tliat all those who see,

read or hear our waitings, may thoroughly

and understandingly know that the stub-

born, fruitless faith of this world is vain

and dead, and is eternally banished and
accursed of God ; and its fruits vain hy-

pocrisy, commands of men, idolatry, and
false sei-vice. It regenerates none, it is earth-

ly and carnally minded, hating and perse-

cuting the truth; for this faith knows neither

Christ nor his word, as may be evidently

seen through the whole world. God knows
of no other faith than that which has power
and fruit, regenerates the heart, converts

and renews, as the Scriptures say, ''The

just shall live by faith," Hab. 2: 4.

It is all in vain to boast of faith where

the godly, new fruits and works of faith

are not.

I therefore, exhort all my god-fearing

readers in the Lord, and entreat all, that

they would impress those things on their

souls, and waite them on the tablets of

their hearts, that our holy and christian

faith is not a dead or superannuated specu-

lation, as the world thinks, nor is it only

verbal boasting, as we find it among the

great and tolerated sects ; but it is an active

gift and power of God, a living, heavenly

inspiration in a melted, open heart, or con-

science which hrmly believes and lays hold

upon, and acknowledges the whole word of

God (the threatening law, as well as the con-

soling gospel), to be right and true, whereby
the heart is pierced and moved through the

Holy Ghost with a peculiar, regenerative, re-

newing, vivifying power, and it th'st produ-

ces the fear of God, for it knows the judg-

ment and wrath of the Lord, over all trans-

gressions and sins which are committed
against his will and word. Theheart dreads,

fears, and is astonished before God, and
therefore, dares not do, counsel, or permit
anything which it acknowledges through
the word, in the Spirit, that God, the right-

eous judge, hates and forbids in his holy
word.

This faith also produces the love of God
whereby we love him; for it acknowledges
from the testimony of the holy Scriptures,

rightly understood, in Spirit, the unsearch-

ably great riches of grace, wherewith our
merciful, good Father, through Christ, has
so graciously endowed us. Therefore it

loves in return its loving God, awakened
by the manifest beneficence of the aforesaid

grace, and is thus voluntarily urged, through
the active power of love (resulting from such

xmfeigned faith), to obedience of all the com-
mands of God, even as Christ says, "If a
man love me, he will keep my words," John
14: 23.

Behold, this is the faith with which we
have to deal in the following writings. It is

the only faith which has the promise in

Scripture of salvation and eternal life,

through Christ, the only and first begotten

Son of God. To him be praise, honor and
glory, from eternity to eternity. Amen.
We see that if any one wishes to build a

good house, or high and permanent tower,

that first a solid foundation is laid, so that

it will sustain the heavy superstructure ; that

the work, commenced at such great expense.
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be not ruinously and shamefully demolished

and abandoned. Thus it must be with all

true christians; they must have, in their

hearts, such a sure and solid foundation

that tlie}'^ may stand unshaken in the build-

ing of their faith, against all the raging

tempests, rains and floods, which will try

them not a little, so that they may success-

fully accomplish, by the help of the Lord,

their xmdertaken work and building ; so

that they may not again depart from the

right road, to the everlasting shame and in-

jury of their poor souls. Paul says, "If

any man draw back, my soul shall have net

pleasure in him," Heb. 10: 38.

Faithful brethren, take heed : This pre-

cious, and only well adapted corner-stone,

ground and foundation in Zion, prepared
for us by the Father, upon which we have
to build the edifice of our faith, is Jesus

Christ. ^Vll who are founded upon this

ground, will not be consumed by the fire of

tribulation; for they are living stones in the

temple of the Lord, they are like gold, sil-

ver and precious stones, and can never be

prevailed against by the gates of hell, such

as false doctrine, flesh, blood, world, sin,

devil, water, fire, sword, or by any other

means, if ever so sorely tried; for they are

founded upon Christ, confirmed in the faith

and assured in the word tlirough the Holy
Ghost that they are not to be turned away
from tlie pure and wliolesome doctrine of

Christ by all the fmious and bloody Neros
luider the heavens, with all their cruel tyr-

anny; they are not to be diverted from an
imblamable and pious life, which is of God,

as we have seen in many places for more
than twenty years past; for they are as im-

moveable as Mount Zion, as firm pillars,

brave soldiers, and as pious, valiant wit-

nesses of Christ; they have fought till death,

and do daily fight for the word and trutli

of the Lord (God be eternally praised ). I

speak t>f those who have the Spirit and
word of the Lord.

Yea, that stone lies firm in their hearts,

and is so sealed by faith in them, that in

their greatest need they regard neither fath-

er nor mother, wife nor child, money nor

possessions, life nor death; for they are so

constrained by veneration to God in their

hearts, because Christ says. "Whosover

i therefore shall confess me before men, him
;

will I confess also before my Father which
is in heaven; but whosoever shall deny me
before men, him will I also deny before my

I

Father which is in heaven," Matt. 10: 32, 33;
that they are not allowed to speak a false

word, even to escape the hands of the blood-
thirsty and the dangers of death; as may
be seen.

But I fear, yea, indeed it is found to be

I

the case, that the greater part of all those
who call these poor innocent sheep, accursed

i

heretics ; who betray, catch, banish, take
t their lives and possessions, are not ashamed,
nor tremble before their God who hates all

]

lies, to use, for the sake of a stiver, yea for

nay, and nay for yea, and yet dare boast of
Christ and call themselves after his name.
If they are such liars and so unfaithful in

!
small things, what they would do in greater

things where life and possessions come into

requisition, as is the case with these poor
;
sheep, may be easily imagined.

' O reader, reflect. If the old, crooked ser-

pent, with all liis deception, falsehood and
lies, lived in the christian hearts, as is the
case with their persecutors, their goods
would not be plundered, and their blood
woirld not be shed. And they would not
only conceal the truth, but they Avould with

all the children of the devil hate and oppose
it. All who are born of the truth, hate lies.

Again, all who are born of lies, hate tlie

truth. If they hate the truth, how can thej^

speak it ? especially when life and posses-

sions are at stake. If our rulers and judges
v.ish to be assured of tliis difference, let

them call some of their evil doers before the

judgment seat, who are guilty of death, and
(examine them in relation to things whereof
they are accused; but without punishing
them, what does it avail, though they would
freely confess their giiilt, for which they are

to die, as these innocent children do in their

faith? Yea, what is more, lot Aour most
high-renowned monks, in their profession,

caps, &c., .your most accomplished priests

in their terms and masses, be as severely

tested as you do these, in their faith; then

we will see what vdW become of all their

professions, caps, terms and masses. But
! the common proverb is: The wolf escapes,

but the lamb has to suffer.



110 FAITH.

Since then, I say, all those who are born

of the truth, and have Christ and his truth,

and his Spirit, dwelling in their hearts, in

such during their lives, and in death, we tind

nothing but the simple, plain truth of Christ,

by which they are born unto righteousness,

and are converted; yet it is manifest, that

however piously, and unblamably they live,

our lying, adulterous, lewd, idolatrous,

lih-unken priests and monks (who openly

rob God of his glory, and maliciously mur-

der those whom Christ purchased with his

precious blood, belie them before the whole
Avorld, betray and bring them to the stocks

and posts, and all this for no other reason

than that they are TU'ged throiigh tlie mani-

fest truth, through their strong faith and
through the Spirit and fear of the Lord, to

renounce their leaven, vain, false doctrine

and idolatrous sacraments, and with all

their hearts, to live according to the will of

God. O Lord I thus they live Avitli those

who seek and fear Thee with all their hearts.

Say, beloved lords, when shall this cruel,

disgraceful miu-dering, bloody seed, be pre-

vented by you from continuing in their

Judas like conduct? When will you turn

yoiu- backs to their deceiving lies, and turn

yom- faces to Christ ? When shall the inno-

cent blood be wiped from yoiu- deadly and
avenging sword, and again be put into the

sheath? When will you hear and fear God,

more than you do lords and princes? When
shall the abominations of anti'chiist be root-

ed out of your heart, and instead thereof,

the doctrine of Chi-ist be planted therein?

When will you be satisiied with pious and
unblamable lives, and be satiated with the

blood of innocent saints^ When shall Clmst
Jesus, with his word. Spirit and life, through

faith, be conceived in you, and in deed be

born in you? I fear never. For you are

earthly and carnally minded, the eyes of

your understanding are darkened, that you
desire the world rather than heaven ; lies

rather than truth ; sin rather than righteous-

ness; the honor and praise of man rather

than that of God.

Yes, beloved lords, why say so much?
With you it is the same as with the priests

and preachers, who, through the instruction

of Scripture, know tlie truth in part; but
since they love their cross-fleeing body more

than God, they preach and teach only so

far as the mandates and resolutions of the

princes permit and suffer, so that they do
not incur the disi)leasure of the world, and
be deprived of their worldly honor, and
their easy life. It is the same case with

you, my dear loids. Though many of you
well know that the teaching, ceremonies,

divine service and life of your priests and
preachers are untrue, deceiving, idolatrous,

false and carnal, and that ours are the doc-

trine and ceremonies of the Loi'd, according

to Scripture. Yet, in order to retain the

friendship of the emperor, and your in-

comes I mean yon who are guilty of blood,

Christ Jesus wi{\\ his innocent lambs must,

without any mercy, if the mandates are en-

forced, as the ringleaders of all rogues and
thieves, who are deserving of all torture and
shame, be caught, 'oanished, robbed and
doomed to death. And then you say: The
emperor's mandates judge you.

Beloved lords beware; the hour is fast

approaching, that the Almighty, the great,

and terrible God, the impartial, righteous

Judge, will judge and sentence all our do-

ings; then you will see too late, whom you
have persecuted and pierced. Therefore,

awaken in time, fear God, remember him,

and reform, while it is yet called to-day.

I entreat you,my reader, be not displeased

that I have digressed so far; for it was not

done without a cause. But now, we will

continue in the name of the Lord, in the

thing we have undertaken, and treat and
teach as much of it, as the merciful Father

will grant us grace and aid thereto, that we
may modestly show to all the godfearing,

who seek the truth from their hearts, the

difference between faith and unbelief; the

fruits of faith and of unbelief, and that they

may grow in the true christian faith, until

the gracious Father, out of the abundance
of his glory, makes them strong in the iiin?r

man, by power, through the Spirit, and till

Christ dwell in their hearts, through faith,

that they may be rooted and grounded in

love, may be able to comprehend, with all

saints, what is the breadth and length and
depth and heiglith, and to know the abim-

dant love of Clu-ist, Avhich passes knowl-

edge, and be tilled with all the fullness of

God. And besides, that they may know
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that it is all hatred and lying which the

scribes teacli and cast up, tonching our faith

concerning the sword, sedition, polj'gamy,

&c. I speak of that, which I and my beloved

brothers preach and teach, verbally or by
writing, publicly or privately, to all the well

disposed.

Cordially beloved brothers, when we can,

with spiritual eyes, I'ighth' see into the im-

pure, abominable doctrine of faith, with all

the abominable unbelief and blind evil life,

resulting from siich abominable doctrine of

those, w-ho boast themselves to be clrristians,

then we may with jiropriety be astonished,

yea, grieved to death at their great blind-

ness and grievous errors. For however in-

human and rude, it must be called the holy
christian faith.

THE PAPISTIC BELIEF.

It is true, the papists teach and believe,

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that he

offered upHs flesh, and shed his blood for us,

but if we would enjoy them, and be partak-

ers thereof, we must adhere to and obey the

pope and his church, hear mass, receive the

holy water, perform pilgrimages, call upon
the mother of the Lord, and the departed

saints, confess at least twice a year, receive

papistic absolution, have our childi-en bap-

tized, and commemorate the holy days. The
priests must vow chastity ; the bread in the

mass, must be called the flesh, and the wine,

the blood of Christ; besides all their other

idolatrjr and abominations, which are daily

practiced by them.

And all this is called, by these poor, ig-

norant people, the most holy christian faith,

and the institution of the holy christian

clmrch. Although it is nothing but mere
Imman opinion, self-chosen righteousness,

seductive hypocrisj^, manifest deception of

the soul, ungodly, indecent bodily nourish-

ment and gain of lazy priests, an accursed

abomination, an incensing of God, a dis-

graceful blasphemy, an unworthy despising

of the blood of Christ, a self-devised under-

taking, and a disoliedient contumacy to the

divine word. In short, a false, offensive,

divine worship, and open idolatry, of which
Jesus Christ (to whom the Father points us)

has not left or commanded us a single letter

of all these things.

It does not suffice that they practice such

abominations; thej^ not only also despise

as vain and useless all true fruits of faith,

commanded of God himself, the sincere,

pure love and fear of God, the love and

sei-vice of our neighbor, the true sacraments

and divine service, &c., but they also revile

them as damnable and heretical, and exter-

minate and persecute them. I think this

may properly be called a sect.

THE LUTHERAN BELIEF.

The Lutherans teach and believe, that we
are saved by faith alone, withoiit any re-

gard to works. They maintain this doctrine

as firmly as though works vv'ere not at all

necessary; yea, that faith is of such a nat-

ure that no work can be suffered or allowed

beside it. And, therefore, had the highly

important, zealous, and earnest epistle of

James (because he reproves such a frivolous,

vain doctrine and faith), to be esteemed and

considered as straw. O presumption I Is

the doctrine straw, then must also the cho-

sen apostle, the faithful servant and witness

of Clu-ist, who wrote and taught it, have

been a man of straw; this is as clear as the

meridian sun. For the doctrine shows the

character of the man.
Let every one take heed, how, and what

he teaches ; for with this same doctrine they

have led the reckless and ignorant, great
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and small, citizens and the common people,

into such a fruitless, wild life, and hav^e so

much unbridled them, that we would scarce-

ly find sucli an ungodly and abominable
life among the Turks and Tartars, as we
see among them. Their open deeds l)ear

testimony ; for the excessive eating and
drinking; the superfluous pomp and splen-

dor, the whoring, lying, cheating, cursing,

swearing by the wounds, sacraments and
sufferings of the Lord, the shedding of blood
fighting, etc., which exist among many of

them, and, alas, have neither measure nor
bounds. In manj^ carnal things, both the

teachers and disciples are the same, as may
be seen. I well know, what I write, and
what 1 have heard and seen, I testify, and
I know that 1 testify- the tmth.

If any one can simpl.y say with them. Ah!
what dishonest knaves and villains these

desperate jjriests and monks are! The.y wish
them the venereal or some other disease;

the ungodly pope with his shorn crew, sa}^

the}', have deceived us long enough with

purgatorj', confession and fasting; Ave now
eat as we have hunger; fish or flesh, as we
desire ; for every creatiu-e of God is good,
says Paul, and is not to be rejected. But
what follows the}' do not want to understand
or know; namely, to (live as) the believing,

who know the truth and enj o_y it with thanks-
giving. They further saj". How shamefully
they have deceived us poor people, they have
robbed us of the blood of the Lord, and di-

rected us to their mummery and to their en-

chanting works. God ])e praised, we now
know that all our works avail nothing, for

the blood and death of Christ alone must
blot out, and pay for our sins. They begin
to sing a, psalm: Der Stride ist entzwei iind

w/'r sindfrei, <£•(•., i. e. The cord is cut asun-

der and we are at liberty, while the smell

of beer and wine issiies from their drunken
mouths and noses. Any one who can but

read this disticli, if he live ever so carnalh'.

is a good evangelical man, and a fine broth-

er. And should some one come, who would,

I in true and sincere love, admonish or re-

prove them, and direct them to Jesus Christ,

to his doctrine, sacraments and unblamable
example, and show that it does not become a
christian to carouse and drink, and to re-

vile and curse, &c., he must from that hour
hear, that he is a legalist {WerA'J/eih'ffe/-),

one who would take heaven by storm, or a
factionist, a fanatic or hypocrite, a defamer
of the sacrament, or an anabaptist.

Behold ! thus God, the righteous Lord,
suffers these to err and go astray in their

hearts, who rely upon the precious death

and the most holy flesh and blood of our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, together

with his saving and reverent word, in their

sensual lusts and wantonness, and make it

I

an occasion of their unclean and sinful flesh.

It appears to me this may also truly be

called, a liberal and free sect.

THE BELIEF OF THE ENGLISH OR ZUIXGLIANS.

The .English, or Zuinglians believe and
;

confess that there are'two sons in Christ

Jesus, the one is God's son, without mother,
,

and impassive ; and the other is the son of
|

Mary, or the son of man, without father, and
passive. And in this passive son of Mary,
the impassitie Son of God dwelt; so that the

son of Mary, who was crucified, and died

for lis, was not the son of God. This was
acknowledged by one of their princij^al

,

teachers, called Martin Micron, also by one
,

Harman Yon Ronsen (if I recollect his name
rightly), before 7ne, two or three times in a
large assembly, in the year litiM.

Further, the said Micron, when I ques-

tioned him in relation to the aura seminis

of the woman, concerning which we had not

a few words, acknowledged and said: I have
to confess that a woman has no seminal
functions but an afflux of catamenial fluid

to the uterus. See, before God, it is the truth

that I wTite. He also wrote in a book,
printed in England ; these words, touching
the coagulating of the fluids in the uter-

us. If the fluids thus changed, as the book
says, and as he confesses, that a woman has
only catamenial fluids in the uterus, as said;

then, it is evident, that they believe (if thej^
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agTee with liim) that their Savior is not

God's first and only begotten Son, but the

mere result of a vitiated state of the uterine

fluids.

John A'Lasco also writes, that Christ par-

took of no other flesh than that which was
subject to sin and death, in order that he
might be temj^ted. He states in the same
book, "If he is holy, why was he sentenced

in the Father's judgment, for the sake of

sin?" This I cannot otherwise understand,

before God, than that he believes, that the

man, Christ Jesus, was a sinful Christ and
guilty of death. Read his defence made
against me, of the Incarnation-, there you
will find his ground.

O God, watch over all true hearts, that

they may never believe such intolerably

great abominations. It makes mc shudder,

and I am astonished in my heart, yea, I am
ashamed in my soul, that I must make men-
tion thereof; for it is too offensive. Biit since

tliey defame and slander us daily before all

men, both verbally and by writing, what a
very detestable foundation and doctrine we
have of Christ (since we confess, with the

Scriptm-e, that he was the first and only be-

gotten Son of God, who died for us), and
they present these abominable things to the

poor, simple people, as said, and deceive

them so miserably thereby ; for this reason,

am I constrained in my conscience, to the

honor of God, and to the warning of all

godfearing souls, to notice this and pre-

sent it to the reader, whose mind is held

captive by them, to reflect upon ; for I

know not how we could believe more cru-

ellj^ and abominably of Christ, teach, feel,

think or speak of, than to say, It was not
the Son of God who died for us, but it was
the result of a vitiated catemenial fluid; a
man of sin and death, &:c.

And though they may gainsay and deny

this, and say that I -WTOte this gratuitously

concerning them, it is true ; it happened
repeatedly, and before many pious hearts;

they may deny it, but it will be found true

in the day of the righteous judgment, be-

fore the ej'es of the Eternal and great maj-

esty, as I have written it. O abominable

sect

!

THE TRUE CMISTIAN BELIEF-

We teach and believe, and this by virtue

and power of the whole Scriptures, that the

whole Christ Jesus from above and below,

inwardly and outwardly, visibly and invis-

ibly, is God's first and only begotten Son,

the incomprehensible, eternal Word, by i

which all things are created, the first born of
j

every creature ; that he became a true man in I

Mary, the immaculate virgin, through the
j

almighty, eternal Father, eternal Spirit and !

power, beyond the comprehension and
knowledge of men ; sent and given unto us
out of pure mercy and grace, from the Fath- >

er; the express image of the invisible God,
and the brightness of his glory. We teach

and believe that the first and only begotten

Son of God, Jesus Christ, is our only and
eternal Messiah, prophet, teacher and high
priest, who has fulfilled the required and
commanded law for all his believers, inas-

15

much as they could not fulfil it on account
of the weakness of their flesh; who taught
us the good will and pleasure of his Father,

a.nd went before us as a,n unblamable j^at-

tern, and freely offered himself upon the

cross for our sins, as a sweet-smelling sacri-

fice to the Father. Tlu-ough whom we all,

who sincerely l^elieve this, have received the

forgiveness of our sins, grace, favor, mercy,
liberty, peace, life eternal, a reconciled Fath-
er and free access to God, in the Spirit; and
this all througli his merits, righteousness,

intercesion and blood, and not through our

own works. Behold this is the true sum-
mary of our belief concerning Christ, our

Savior, the Son of God.

All who can believe this, as certain and
true, are sealed, through the word of God,
in their spirit, are inwardly changed, re-

ceive the fear and love of God, and bring



114 FAITH.

forth, out of their faith, righteousness, fruit,

power, au unblamable life and a new being;

as Paul says, "With the heart, man believ-

eth unto rigliteousness.'" Througli faith,

says Peter, God purities our hearts. And
thus follow the fruits of righteousness out

of an upright, unfeigned, pious. Christian

faith. Observe this well.

All those who sincerely believe the right-

eous judgment of God and his eternal wTath

over all sin and wickedness, and do not

doubt in spirit, look at the fallen angels;

they look at the first, depraved world, at

Sodom and Gomorrah, and upon disobe-

dient, refractory Israel. They take particu-

lar notice how God humbled his innocent

Son, who knew no sin, and in whose mouth
guile was not found; how he was humbled,
and made the most miserable among men for

the sake of om- sins. Yea, that he was so

beaten and tortured, that while extended

on the cross, he piteously complained to his

Father saying, "My God, my God, why hast

thou forsaken me ?'" Matt. 27: 45.

All who truly believe this, will certainly

fiee from all unrighteousness, as they would
from the fangs of a serpent; they turn awa.y

from all sins, and dread them more than a

burning Ih-e, or a piercing sword, for their

whole mind and conscience testify to them,

that if they knowingly and wilKully sin

against the law and word of God, and do not

receive Christ in a pure and good conscience,

live according to the flesh, and despise the

inviting voice of God that they will fall un-

der the dreadful, eternal sentence and wrath

of God.
This the pious and aged Eleazar believed,

who was well versed in the law, 2 Mace. 6:

18, and the god-fearing, virtuous mother,

with her seven sons, 2 Mace. 7:1, the three

faithful young men in the flery furnace, the

beloved Daniel, and the fair, virtuo\is Su-

sanna, the honorable pattern of all pious

women, Daniel 13. They would rather en-

diu'e for a season the wrath and fury of

tyrants, than sin, and thus bring upon
themselves the eternal anger and wrath of

God. The righteous, say the Scriptiu-es,

live by faith. For the true evangelical faith,

which makes the heart sincere and pious be-

fore God, moves, changes, lu-ges and con-

strains a man, so that he will always hate

the evil, and Avillingly do the things which
are right and jiist ; even as it is unneces-

sary to admonish or warn a man of under-

standing not to cut his own throat, or drink
poison, or thrust himself from a high tower,

or run into deep water; for he well knows
if he did so, he could not escape death. It

is also unnecessary that we should admon-
ish, or warn those, who sincerely believe

that the wages of sin is death, that drunk-

ards, liars, fornicators, whoremongers, adul-

terers, avaricious, idolators, blasphemers of

God, envious, blood-shedders, iierjurers,

thieves and the like sinners, shall not in-

herit the kingdom of Christ, that they shall

not get drunk, nor commit fornication, &c.

The divine fear, which is of such a faith,

warns, exhorts, reproves, urges and deters

them, so that they will never more consent

to such carnal, ungodly works, much less

do them. For their faith, which is sealed

of the Spirit through the word, teaches them
that the end thereof is death.

We must thus believe with the heart, "as

Paul says; that is, we must so adhere to the

word to receive and impress it upon our

hearts, that we may never turn or be divert-

ed from it, but that faith be more and more
rooted in our hearts, that, through the vir-

tue thereof, we may fear God with all our

powers, and do sincere penance. Sincere, un-

feigned fears drive out sin, for it is impossi-

ble to be ji;stified witlioiit the fear of God.

Here observe, what an excellent, pleasing

fruit of faith the fear of the Lord is ; it is

the only power which expels the sins of be-

lievers, buries; slays, destroys and makes
sin nought, this is the first part of true re-

pentance, as we are taught and admonished

by the baptism of believers. "The fear of

the LoED is the beginning of wisdom ; a

good understanding have all they that do

his commandments; his praise endurethfor

ever," Ps. Ill : 10.

Fxu'ther, All who comprehend with a sin-

cere, unwavering, believing heart, the great

solicitude and ardent care of God for us

(here I speak of him according to the man-
ner of man), and his unbounded kindness,

mercy and love, as internally manifested

toward us through Christ Jesus, that he did

not spare his eternal Son, by whom he cre-

ated the heavens and the earth, the seas and
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the fullness thereof, his incomj>rehensible,

'

eternal Word, power and wisdom, bnt for
|

onr sakes, gave him over, humbled him,
I

suffered liim to endure hunger, and thirst,
j

was derided, taken, mocked, his holy face
|

spit upon, scoui'ged, crowned with a crown
j

of thorns, condemned, crucified and slain,

that we, through his sicl-uiess and stripes,

might be healed, through his poverty, might
become rich, through his being despised,

obtain glory ; through his cm-sing, obtain

blessing; through his punishment, receive

grace; through his blood, the remission of

sin; through his offering, be reconciled, and
through his death, might obtain eternal life.

He also created ever}^ living creature for our

use, and made them subject to us. He serves

and provides us with winter and summer,
heat and cold, night and day, rain and
dearth; to us he sent his holy apostles with

his holy word, endowed iis with his Spirit,

enlightens, governs, admonishes, reproves

and comforts us ; he has given us the neces-

sary shelter and food to supply oiu- wants,

and in the midst of a perverted lion-like gen-

eration, he has kept and preserved us by his

grace, &c. I say, again, he who believes this

with all his heart, apprehends and lays hold

of it, can never be prevented, neither by an-

gel nor devil, neither by life nor death; but
must love this gracious Father, from his in

most heart, who has manifested so great

love and mercj^ towards us grievous sinners

;

yea, praise, honor, thank, serve, and be
obedient to him, all the days of his life.

For this is the greatest delight and joy of

believers, that they in their weakness maj^
walk and live according to the will and
word of the Lord, and where the unfeigned,

pure love of God dwells, there without fail,

must also be the vohmtary, ready service of

that love, namely, the keeping of his com-
mands. Solomon says, "They that put tlieir

trust in him shall understand the truth, and
such as be faithful in love shall abide with
him," AYis. 3: 9. And this is what Paul
says, "In Jesus Christ neither circumcision

availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but
faith, which worketh by love," Gal. 5:6.

That love is of such an effective power and
nature, may be very plainly seen in natural

love; we need not admonish rational par-

ents, to provide their children with neces-

sai-y food and clothing, for natural love
will admonish them thereto. And thus with
man and wife, who sincerely love each other
with conjugal love; they think it no dis-

pleasure willingly to serve each other and
be fellow helpers, as it becomes them, being
one flesh. And so is also the nature and
property of holy, divine love, for all those
who by faith are one with the Father and
his Son, Christ Jesus, in love and spirit,

through the true and genuine knowledge of
the aforementioned favor, need not be ad-
monished that they should serve the Lord,
seek the kingdom of God, use baptism and
the Lord's Supper, according to the ordi-

nance of the Scriptures, constrain heart
and tongue, reflect upon the law and will

of God with all earnestness, hear Christ

and follow him, and that they should not
love gold and silver, money and posses-

sions, wife and children, life and death
above Christ and his word. For the effect-

ual nature of the ardent love of God, which
is of a pure heart, good conscience, un-
feigned faith Tu-ges and constrains, moves
and operates so much in their hearts, that

they stand prepared with body, soul, pos-
session and blood, to do what he command-
ed them, and not do thatwliich he prohibit-

ed; as we may see (God be praised) in great

plainness and power, and hear daily of

many pious hearts.

And it is hereby evident, if we would love

God and walk in obedience to his com-
mands, we sliordd believe, have a special

regard to his favors, and with the heart
adhere closely to the word of his promise,
as said ; for that love which is sincere, is a
very precious fruit, it is a branch and plant

of faith from which the other part of true

repentance flows, namely, the unblamable
new life, represented to us by baptism, as
related above, of the fear of the Lord; with-

out which love, all eloquence, all tongues,

all knowledge and understanding, all boast-

ings of faith, learning, miracles, prophesy-
ing, alms, persecution, cross and suffering,

are vain before God
;
yea, unfruitful and

dead.

Every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth him, for God is love, such a one
does all things according to the nature and
word of the Lord, for it is the fulfilling of
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the law, obedience to his commands, the

bond of perfection and peace, and it is pre-

tigured by the splendid girdle of Aaron and

his sons.

Love, says Solomon, is as strong as death;

jealousy is as crnel as the grave; the coals

thereof are coals of fire, which have a most

vehement iiame; many waters cannot quench

love, yea, so firm and strong and ardent is

love that it surpasses every thing, conquers

and consirmes what is opposed to Christ and

his word, be it world or flesh, tyrant or

devil, sin or death, or Avhatever we may
think of or name; and this is all through

the power and Spirit of Jesus Christ from

wliom it originates.

Moses preceded A\ath fear, then came Christ

with love. First the terrilic law, and after-

wards the consoling gospel; first wrath in

the feelings of oiu- consciences, afterwards

grace; first uneasiness of pain, then peace;

first tribulation, then joy. In short, first

the letter which killeth, then the Spirit which

quickeneth.

Behold, my reader, such a faith as men-

tioned, is the true christian faith, Avhich

praises, honors, magnifies and extols God
the Father and his Son Jesus Clirist, through

filial fear and fruitful love, for by it we

know the good will of the Father towards

us through Christ ; by it, I say, we know
that all the promises to the fathers, the wait-

ing of the patriarchs, the whole figurative

law, and all the predictions of the prophets,

are fulfilled in Christ, with Clirist, and

through Christ. That Christ is our king,

Prince, Lord, Messiah, the promised David,*

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the strong

Giant, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Fath-

er, the Prince of peace, God's almighty, in-

comprehensible, eternalWord and Wisdom,
the first born of every creature, the Light of

the world, the Sun of righteousness, the ti'ue

Yine, the Well of life, the true Door and

Shepherd of the sheep, the true Foundation,

and the precious Corner-stone in Zion, the

right Way, the Tmtli and Life, the promised

Prophet, oxxY Master and Teacher, our Ke-

deemer. Savior, Friend and Bridegroom. In

* Jer. 23 : 5 ; Kev. 5:5; Isa. 9:5; John 1:1; Col. 1 :

15; John 13: 35; John 15: 1; 10:3; 1 Cor. 3: 11; Isa.

28:16; John 14: 6; Deut. 18:18; John 3: 2; 15:5;

Tit. 3:13; John 8: 39; 1 Tim. 3:5; Eph. 1:23.

short, our only and eternal Mediator, Advo-
cate, High-priest, Propitiator and Interces-

sor, om- Head and Brother. And since we
know all this by faith, therefore, I sa}^, we
also observe his word rightly, hear his voice,

and implicitlj^ follow his example, and coun-

sel, ancl depart from ungodliness; the heart

is changed, the mind is renewed, and with

Moses we rely upon the future promises, as

though they were in sight, and patiently

wait for them with pious Abraham, till he,

with all the chosen, shall in reality inherit

them. "Now faith," says Paul, "is the sub-

stance of things hopecl for, the evidence of

things not seen," Heb. 11: 1. He says, fur-

ther. But hope that is seen is not hope. God,
says Christ himself, is a Spirit; his word,

grace, and thepromise oftheNew Testament;

his kingdom and government are spiritual

;

and thus we have to believe all things

through an upright, pure, and sure faith, with

a candid heart, and judge and see with spir-

itual ej^es; but we may well say with Paul,

"All men have not faith," 3 Thess. 3: 2.

Therefore, all those who stop their ears to

the threatening, punishing and death-deal-

ing law, and will not fear God, reject, and
desire not the gracious gospel of Christ, shut

their eyes to the light of righteousness, and
will neither see nor walk the true way, hard-

en their hearts, and will not acknowledge

the just judgment of the vsrath and displeas-

ure of God, his mercy and favor and his un-

bounded grace, are unbelievers ; for they

reject Christ Jesus, run haughtily into per-

verse wa3^s; they choose to themselves a

righteousness and means of salvation con-

trary to the word of God; the wisdom of the

Lord they esteem foolishness; his truth as

lies; his gospel as delusion; the virtuous,

christian life as madness; and thetraeuse

of his sacraments, as heresy. Open idolatry,

commands of men, superstition and offen-

sively ornamented lies, are their greatest

consolation and true worship; their belly

is their God ; they love the world more than

heaven; all their delight is in covetousness,

avarice, pride, pomp, gold, silver, money
and possessions ; in buying and selling, they

cheat and deal treacherously ; their common
life is drinking, gambling, ciu'sing, swear-

ing, hatred, strife and fighting; they follow

the flesh in its lusts; the}^ defame and seek
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the calamity of their neighbor, his dishonor,

disgi-ace and shame. In short, they say,

with the fool, in their hearts, "There is no
God," Ps. 14: 1.

Although they boast of God with the

mouth, praise his name with tlieir lips, bow
their knees outwardly before him, and say

that they are redeemed with the death and
blood of Christ; it is nevertheless vain hy-

pocrisy, for they do it only from habit, and
feignedly, and not inwardly through faith,

in power and truth. They are those of wliom
it is -RTitteu, "They profess that they know
God, but in works they deny him ; being

abominable and disobedient, and unto every

good work reprobate," Tit. 1 : 16. And this,

because they do not believe Christ and his

word, their end is death, as he says, "He
that believeth not shall be damned," yea, is

already condemned.
It is true what Paul says, " Without faith

it is impossible to please him (God); for he

that cometh to God, must believe that he is,

and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-

gently seek him," Heb. 11: G. O for an open
heart! For profound understanding! Yea,

if we rightly examine these words, we have
reason to be astonished at the wisdom and
understanding of Paul. For if we rightly

reiiect upon the matter, we must ever confess

before the Lord, who tries our reins and
hearts, that we never believed it with the

heart, that God is, and hence, we have led

a vain, ungodlj^ life. For it cannot be oth-

erwise ; if any one believes with all his heart,

that God is, he will also believe that his

word is ivne, that tlie wages of sin is death,

that all things are open to his eyes, and
that there is nothing concealed before him.

That we must give an account of all oiir

thoughts, words and deeds, liefore his judg-

ment seat in the day of his coming. Be-

lieving all this, we then begin to be aston-

ished before such an omniscient and right-

eous Judge, yea, to fear and tremble greatly.

In the second place, all who believe with

the heart, that God is, they also believe

that he is true, and therefore, none can

be saved contrary to his word; for he is

the God of truth, and in him there are no
lies. His uttered word abides, it can nei-

ther be bent nor broken ; those who thus be-

lieve, begin to fear his righteous judgment;

they cast behind them all their falsa patch-
work, all false promises, all the bolsters

and cushions of the false prophets, and they
seek the Lord who has bought them. They
are abased in their own eyes; for the heart
is humbled. They sigh, weep, pray, lament,
knock, and call at the throne of grace, till

they are heard and encouraged by the word
of his peace, comforted \\'ith the promise
of his grace, and anointed with the Holy
Ghost.

In the third place, all who believe that

God is, also believe that he is gracious

and merciful, that he has bestowed and sent

us his only Son, that he taught us the right

way, fulfilled the laAv for us, reconciled us
to the Father, and redeemed us by his blood
and bitter death; has conquered hell, the

devil, sin and death, and obtained for us
grace, favor, mercy, and eternal life, &c.,

and therefore, the sorrowful, afflicted hearts,

which saw through the terrible, threatening

law, nothing but the wrath of God and eter-

nal death are again revived. They become
candid, peaceable, and joyful in the Holy
Ghost, are of a joyful disposition, and are

thus made to belong to their Head and Sav-

ior, are united and made one with Him,
ingrafted through the Spirit of God and
pure, unfeigned love, that they are of one

heart, one soul and spirit with him ; they

think, speak and live in their weakness as

he has taught and commanded them in his

word. They renounce and avoid all false

doctrine, unbelief, false sacraments, and all

idolatrj^; put oif the spotted garment of sin,

which is the evil perverted life, and is of the

flesh. They seek the doctrines and sacra-

ments commanded them of Christ; that di-

vine service which is taught in the Script-

ures, and that pious and unblamable life

which is from God. For by faith they are

changed in the inner man, converted and
renewed, because they have a sealed, and

assured conscience, which bears witness to

them that God is, that he is righteous and

true, gracious and of abundant mercy. And
therefore they desire, seek and do nothing,

either inwardly or outwardly, but that which

they know, through the word, that Christ

Jesus, with his holy apostles has command-
ed and taught them.

Behold, my brethren, here you have now
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the true properties and nature of a true
j

christian faith, and what a great mystery,
{

signification, spirit and power are contained

summarily in these words, He must Mieve

that God is. "Wliosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have eternal life,"

John 3: 15; "He that believeth and is bap-

tized shaU be saved," Mark 16: 16; "AVho-

soever believeth on him shall not be

ashamed,"' Rom. 10, and the like passages.

For it will always be the case where there

is a true, christian faith, there also will be

a dying to sin, a new creature, true repent-

ance, a sincere, regenerated and unblamable

christian. One does no longer live accord-

ing to the lusts of sin, but according to the

will of him who pm-chased ns with his

blood, drew us by his Spirit, and r<?genera-

ted us by his word, namely, Christ Jesus.

But where there is only nominal faith, and

no righteousness, or change, or new and pen-

itent life, there is nothing but unbelief, hy-

pocrisy and lies. No matter how much we
may speak, or dispute about the Scriptiires,

this rule will remain iirm, and can never be

broken. "7/" ye live after tJie flesTi, ye sliall

die," Rom. 8: 13. All therefore, who live in

pomp and splendor, in excessive eating and

drinking, adultery, fornication, avarice,

hatred, envy, lasciviousness, defrauding

and such sins; all who defame the Lord's

holy and high name, word, will, and also

his community, slander and traduce their

neighbor; deprive him of his honor, name,

welfare, body and goods ; and all who
cm-se and swear by the Lord's sufferings,

wounds, sacraments, cross and death, are

unbelieving heathens, and not believing

christians. This is as clear as the light

of day, for their- fruits testify before the

whole world, that they are not the true olive

tree and vine from which we may pluck or

gather the true, ripe fruits ; for, that they

comfort themselves with the doctrines and
commands of men, use a strange baptism.

Lord's supper and divine worship, which

Christ has not taught; seek the remission

of sins by foreign means; such as holy wa-

ters, masses, aiuicular confessions, pilgrim-

ages, &c., walk in a perverted, crooked path,

believe not Christ and his word, all must
confess who have only natural discernment

and understanding. All who acknowledge

Christ to be the Son of God, and his word
as the truth, acknowledge that his com-

mands are eternal life, and that they seek

no other worship, word, sacraments, or

means of reconciliation, nor another wa}^

of life than that which Christ, God's own
Son, presented and taught them by the

word of his truth.

Hence it is evident, that where sincere and
true faith is, which avails before God, which

is a gift from him, and comes from hearingthe
holyword,throughtheblossoming tree oflife,

full of all manner of precious fruits of right-

eousness, such as the fear and love of God,
mercy, friendship, chastity, temperance, hu-

mility, candor, truth, peace and joy in the

Holy Ghost, <S:c., there is a sincere, evangel-

ical, pious faith; there also are the sincere,

gospel fruits of an evangelical natru'e.

I say gospel fruit, for the strange fruit,

such as infant baptism, masses, matins,

vespers, caps, palms, crosses, chapels, al-

tars, bells, &c., know not the gospel, for

they are neither commanded of God, nor of

Jesus Clirist, his Son, nor by the apostles

and prophets, therefore, are they abomina-
tions and not believing fruits, even as the

golden calf was with Israel, the worship of

Baal, the high places, altars and churches,

and the crime of making their children pass

through the fire.

The true evangelical faith looks upon, and
has respect to the doctrine, ceremonies, com-

mands, prohibitions, and unblamable ex-

amples of Christ alone, and strives to con-

1
form thereto with all its powers, even as fire

j

in its nature can produce nothing but com-

bustion and flame ; the sun, nothing but

, light and heat; the water causes moisture,

I

and a good tree brings good fruit after its

natural properties; and thus upright, evan-

gelical faith produces true evangelical fruit,

and that, after its true, good, evangelical

nature; yea, even as an honest,virtuous bride,
, by the virtue and the natm'e ofnatural love, is

' ever ready to hear and obey the voice of her

bridegroom ; and from a sincere, pious dispo-

sition, favor and love which she has for and
towards him, will ever so conduct herself,

before her most faithful ft-iend and beloved

husband, whom she respects and loves with

, all her heart, that for his sake she vohmtarily
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endiu'es w]ia,t ever may befall lier; even also

it is with a sincere, regenerated believer, who
has been joined to Christ, by grace through
faith ; he has become one with Christ throngh
this ardent love, that he is ever willing and
prepared to do his bidding and will, to en-

dm-e all things for the sake of the holj' name
of Jesus, in evil as well as in good report.

Eager to endure all things that may befall

him at any time, be it joy or tribulation,

satiation or hunger, refreshing or thirst,

honor or dishonor, in good or bad report,

in prison or at liberty, in exile or at home,
ease or discomfort, life or death. Such a

soul partakes of her bridegroom's nature
and disposition, is pious in heart and
thought; true in words and well seasoned;
all her waj^s are righteousness, devoutness;
wise as the serpent; harmless as the dove;
a genuinely pious disposition, fidelity, zeal,

peace, feiTent prayer, an unl)lamable con-

duct, a sincere, pure, brotherly love, and a
voluntary obedience to Christ and his holy
word; for the righteous live by faith, as we
shall iucontrovertibly and plainly show, b}^

the grace of God, in the following examples,
recorded and testified to in the holy Script-

m-es, Amen.

XOAH'S FAITH.

The holy Scriptures testify concerning

Noah, the son of Lamech, that he found
grace before the Lord, because he was a
righteous man, unwavering and perfect in

his generation. Peter calls him a preacher

of righteousness. High and glorious is the

testimony, whicli is given fn the Scriptures

concerning this man.

When all the world was depraved before

God, and the face of all the earth was full

of wickedness, the sons of God saw" the

daughters of men that they were fair, and
they took them wives of all whom they

chose, and would not suffer themselves to

be reproved by the Spirit of God; then spake
the Lord, I will yet give them respite for

a hundred and twenty years; he also gave
jSToah a command, that he should make a
ship or ark, by which he and his house

might be saved from the coming flood, for

God the Lord was about to destroy the

whole world with water. Noah believed the

word of the Lord with all his heart, and
kept it in his mind, as if he saw it before

him with his eyes. He commenced building

as he had been commanded, for he believed

with his whole heart, that the threatened

punishment would come. And when the ap-

pointed year was completed, and the dis-

obedient, wicked v/orld repented not, the

word of the Lord must be accomplished.

Noah went into the ark with all clean and
unclean creatures as the Lord commanded

him. The same day that he entered the ark,

the fountains of the great deep were broken
up, and the windows of heaven were opened,
and it rained forty days and forty nights,

till all the high mountains upon the face of

the whole earth were covered; fifteen cubits

upward did the waters prevail ; and all

j

creatiu-es upon the earth that had in them
! the breath of life, as men, bii"ds, beasts and

j

worms were destroyed. Noali and his fami-

ly, together with the animals which were

j

with him in the ark, were preserved in the

I

ark by the power and grace of Almighty
God, in whom Noah trusted with all his

I heart.

: Through faith, saith Paul, Noah honored
God, and prejjared the ark for the salvation

of his house, according to the divine com-
mand which was not yet seen, through
which he condemned the world, and became

:
an inheriter of the righteousness which is

by faith.

Oh! lovely example, O glorious pattern of

a sure and firm faith. For, as he believed

his God, so was he upright and unwavering.

He believed the threatened punishment firm-

ly, as if he saw it before his eyes, and there-

fore he labored so many years, and, through

the eternal Spirit of Christ, he warned the

imbelieving, disobedient spirits, or men led

captive by sin, to repent and reform. He
feared the word of the Lord, and doubted

not that it would haj^pen as the Lord had



126 FAITH.

spoken. He well knew that the word of the

Lord was powerfiil, as the prophet said,

"O Lord, thou spakcst from the ben-inning

of tlie creation, and saidst thus. Let heaven
and eartli be made; and thr word was a

perfect work," 2 Esdras 6: 38.'

And when he had preached and built

fort}', eighty or a hundred years (the Script-

ures do not say how long he built and
taught), he did not become weak in faith

by long delay, for he well knew that the

punishment of God would come upon the

unconverted, because he had formerly so

told him, and that he, and his would be
preseiTed through the mercy and grace of

him who promised, for he is the God of

truth, and no lie is found in him.

The Lord God warned the pious Noah,
and said, "The end of all hesh is come be-

fore me, for the earth is tilled with violence

through them, and behold, I will destroy

them with the earth,'" Gen. 6: 13. So also

hath he through his ownblessed Son, through
his holy prophets and apostles, with his hblj^

word, truthfully warned us and said, If j'ou

repent not, be not born of God, believe not
in Christ, walk not in his commandments,
reform not your wicked lives, but serve

strange Gods, be haughty, proud, ambi-
tious, lustful, blood-thirst}', malicious, un-

just, idle, earthly, Heshly, and devilish, you
will die in your sins, and shall not enter

into the kingdom of heaven, shall be con-

demned, shall be cast into the fiery pool,

must inherit eternal woe and pain, with all

the acciu'sed, and with devils, and have no
]

part nor communion in the kingdom of

Christ, to all eternity.

My readers, take heed, if we, with the up-
right and godly Noah, observe the faithful

warnings of Christ and his Holy Spirit, and
believe with the whole heart ; lielieve the

word of God to be time and immutable, the

threatened jiunishment will come in its time,

even though it should be delayed a thou-

sand years ; yet, I advise that every one
watch, for all who die in their sins, receive

their punishment, for the time of grace is

then expired; then we would undoubtedly
fear and tremble to the inmost of our souls,

at the wrath and punishment, threatened in

the Scriptures to all the impenitent which
will l)e eternal in its duration ; we would

1 pray to God for grace, would clothe our-

I

selves in sackcloth and mourning garments,

would truly repent, reform the wicked life,

follow after righteousness, and with our new
and spiritual Noah, Christ Jesus, enter into

the new and spiritual ark, which is his

church ; ever being careful and fearful that

the deluge of the coming wrath of God, will

not unexpectedly overtake us with all the

unbelieving and impenitent, who acknowl-

edge neither God nor Christ, neither Spirit

nor word, as it overtook the corrupt antedi-

luvian world as mentioned; yea, we woidd
sincerely watch for the coming of the Lord,

and give heed to the time of grace, preserve

our wedding garment, and have oil in our
. lamps, that our house be not unseasonably
' broken through, and we with the girest, who
had not on a wedding garment, be cast forth

from the Lord's wedding, into outer dark-

ness and abide eternally without.

Because alas, we do not believe the threats,

pvmishments, wrath and judgments of the

Lord, and have little regard for the exam-
ples of Scripture, therefore, we say with the

mockers, Beloved, where is the promise of

his coming ? All things abide as they were
from the beginning since the fathers fell

asleep. It will, I fear, happen with us as it

did with the unbelievers and disobedient

who were overtaken with sudden destruction

in the time of Noah and Lot, as one may
plainly see and read concerning the coining

of the Lord, Matt. 24; Luke 17; because we
do not believe the threats, judgments, and
wTath of the Lord, but disregard them, there-

fore do we lead such a reckless, unbridled

life, follow the lusts of the flesh, eat, drink,

build, sow, reap and marry without any
fear or care, and avariciously hoard up gold,

silver and possessions, and haughtily say
in our hearts there is peace and liberty, till

swift destruction shall overtake us.

Again, let every one look well and watch.

The messenger, with his peremptory sum-
mons is already at the door, who will say.

Render an account ; thou mayest be no long-

er steward. But could we, with the unwav-
ering and pious Noah, firmly believe the

coming eternal \\Tatli and punisliment, also

the promises through Christ, to all true chil-

dren of God, we would, undoubtedly, not be
found so inattentive, drowsv and indiffer-
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ent, but with full earnestness witliout delay,

rise from our abominable sin, separate our-

selves from our grievous errors, and slum
wickedness as we would a liungry, roaring

lion, or a blood-tliirsty enemy ;we should also
watch with open eyes all our days, lest the

Master of the house overtake us wlien we

sleep and regard us not. Let us not strike

our fellow servants; neither eat nor drink

with gormandizers, that he may not give us

our portion and lot with the hypocrites.

Concerning this watching, read Matt. 24;

Mark 13: 37.

ABRAHAM'S FAITH AND OBEDIENCE.

Abraham, the highly renowned patriarch,

who had not his equal in honor, as Sirach

writes, believed God and trusted upon his

word with the whole heart, and thus man-
ifested obedience and power as the result

of his faith. The Lord commanded him
and said, "Get thee out of thy country,

and from thy kindred, and from thy fath-

er's house, unto a land that I will shew thee,

and I will make of thee a great nation, and
I will bless thee, and make thy name great,

and thou shalt be a blessing, and I will

bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee, and in thee shall all fam-

ilies of the earth be blessed," Gen. 12: 1—3.

When he heard the command, he believed

his God and consulted not the ease of his

body nor his natural reason, but renounced
both, and did not strive nor dispute with

God, in whom he trusted and by whose
command he went forth; he did not desire

to know before hand into what land he
should go. He believed his God with his

whole heart, he was obedient and went forth

at that hour, together with Sarai, his wife,

not knowing where he should go. He re-

posed firmly and surely upon the promise
of God, who would not deceive nor betray

him, for he well knew that he was a God
who was true and firm in all his words, and
that he would bring him into such a country

as he had promised him.

Behold, how upright and perfect, how
plain, obedient, and full of confidence is

true, christian faith, as may he seen in this

patriarch. Compare your faith and its fruits

with Abraham's faith and its fruits, and I

presume you will iind that you have never

yet become his faithful seed and children;

IG

i for it is manifest that you are stubborn and

I

unbelieving, so fleshly and earthly minded
;

that you would not give a clay house, a
poor bed, a cow or a horse, nor would you

' endure a hard word for the sake of the word
of the Lord, and his testimony; and I doubt

j

whether you would forsake father or mother.

i
or the land of yom- birth, for the sake of

:

your faith, and like Abraham, travel with
5\ife and children to an imknown land.

j

Cursed unbelief keeps off the whole vforld

I

from the truth ; for many of you say. We
well know that you have the truth, but what
does it avail? We are poor and full of years,
we cannot longer labor or earn; we have a
house fuH of children and cannot earn our
bread in other lands; we fear, also, that the
Lord may not have su,ch a care for us as he
had for Abraham ; others, sa}' we, have much
wealth, we are young in years, and may
live long, yet father and mother hinder us.

The wife says, my husband opposes me

;

the husband says, my wife is against me,
and the like unbelieving fleshly excuses and
cares. They never take to heart, nor under-
stand, that Christ has richly promised you,
that if you abide by his word, you shall re-

ceive all the necessaries of the earth, as food,

clothing, and shelter. "I have been yoimg,
and now I am old; yet have I not seen the

righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging

!
bread," Ps. 37: 25.

Faithful readers, observe, if we had a firm

:
faith and a sure confidence, like this godly
man, and dare trust from the heart upon the

living God, O how little should we trouble

ourselves with such heathenish cares, con-

cerning dwelling, eating, drinking, and
: clothing, for we well know, that Christ,
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God's own Son, has promised that if we
|

seek the kingdom of heaven, and his right-

eousness, and turn our hearts to some hon-

est labor, he will not forsake us to all eter-

nity, but will supply all our necessities, for
j

he cares for us.
j

Secondly, obser\"e his faith, when a mes-
sage came to Abraham, that Lot, his broth-

er's son, was taken to Sodom by Chedorla-

omar, the king of Elam, and his confederate

kings, Abraham rose up with three hundred
|

and eighteen of his servants and followed '

after the aforementioned kings ; he overtook
them in the night and slew them and re-took

all their goods, togetlier with Lot, the pris-

oners and their wives, Gen. 14: 16.

Here the fait! iful patriarch manifested his

love, the result of faith, and feared not the

power of the four kings. He trusted in the

living God, he sought not his own safety,

nor the safety of his servants, but willingly
j

risked all, in order that he might rescue his

oppressed liinsman from the hands of his

enemies, as an example for all the spiritual
i

children of Abraham, that they should so
|

love their brethren who are born of the in-

corruptible seed of the holy divine word,
and not only assist them with money and

\

goods, hnt also in an evangelical manner, ^

risk and give their lives for them m time of

need. I say in an evangelical manner; for

the aid of the sword is forbidden to all true

christians. According to the New Testa- ,

ment, all true believers should meekly suf-
[

fer, and not fight and combat with swords
and firearms. But if we wish to save or

gain om- neighbor's soul, by the help of the
Spirit and word of om- Lord, or if we see

our brethren in need or peril, and perse-

cuted for the sake of the word of the Lord,
then we should not close our doors to them,
but receive them in om- houses, share with
them our food, aid, comfort and assist them
in their tribulations, &c. In such cases, we
should risk our lives for our brethren, even
if we knew beforehand that it would be at

the cost of our lives. This example we have
of Chi-ist, who for our sakes, did not spare
himself, but willingly yielded his life, that

we through him, might live.

In the third place, observe, that to Abra-
ham tlie promise was given, that his seed
should be as numerous as the stars of heav-

en ; that they shoidd be strangers in another
land that was not theirs, and that they
should be oppressed and compelled to serve

four Inmdred years, &c. When this promise
was made lie believed; he believed this, and
his belief was reckoned to him for right-

eousness. He waited with patience, and it

was fulfilled in its time; he murmured not,

nor disputed with God, because his seed
shoidd suffer so greatly for so many years.

An admonition to all true christians that

they should cleave to the word of the Lord,
with all the heart, and shoidd hold firmly

to his promise; for God cannot forget or

break his word ; heaven and earth shall

pass awaj-, but his word shall stand and
abide forever. All who sliall trust in it, to

them it shall be reckoned as righteousness,

as it was to Abraham. Through faith he
saw the promise fi'om afar; he saw it, and
comforted himself therewith. In like man-
ner also with us, the promise of the future,

eternal life, is given through Christ, and we
are informed that for his name's sake, we
must suffer much from this perverted and
wicked generation. This promise is seen

from afar, and a,ll who sincerely believe it

and comfort themselves therewitli,will doubt-

lessly receive it in due time, however hard
and long they may be persecuted and tor-

mented by the evil Egyptian race. For, al-

though the children ofAbraham were grieved

with much sorrow and pain for some hun-
dreds of years, yet did the Lord, according

to his promise, lead them forth victoriously,

and gave them the land of promise ; and
thus it will be with us if we doubt not the

promises, but receive them with a firm faith,

as Abraham did, and throiigh faith walk in

all the commandments of God, possess our

soids in patience and honor, fear, love, thank
and serve the Lord. How lamentablj' so-

ever, we are here persecuted, oppressed,

smitten, robbed and murdered by the hell-

ish Pharaoh, and his fierce, unmerciful serv-

ants, or burned at the stake, or drowned in

the water, yet shall the day of our salvation

arrive, and all our tears shall be wiped from
oiu' eyes, and we shall be arrayed in the

white silken robes of righteousness, and
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, follow the

Lamb, and sit down in the kingdom of God
and possess the precious, pleasant land of
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eternal peace. Praise God, ye vvlio suffer for

Christ's sake and raise yonr heads, for the

time is near when yon shall hear. Come ye
blessed, and ye shall rejoice with him for-

ever.

In the fom-th place, observe, that Abra-
ham received a command from God, that he

and also his male children of eight days
old, should be circnmcised, with all his

servants, those who were born in his honse,

and those who were bought, and this should

be a covenant sign between God and him.

He was not disobedient to God, nor yet dis-

pleasedwith him.neither did he complain nor

mnrmnr against him on account of the great

pain and smarting he should suffer in his

old age, by performing such a dishonorable

and ridiculous cerem^ony, whereby he could

neither praise God, nor help or serve his

neighbor, but he heard and believed the

word of the Lord, and humbly and submis-

sively followed it without delay. He well

knew, that unless he would believe the word
of God, he could obtain nq grace, no bless-

ing, no promise, for only the obedient ob-

tain the promise.

Here again the simple, plain submission,

and willing obedience of Abraham's faith,

are made manifest hy its fi-uits; for if he
had followed flesh and blood, and reasoned

with himself, he undoubtedly would not have
obeyed, but he would have entered into ar-

gument with God, and said, No, Lord, it

shall not be so, for this sign will profit me
nothing, for Thou art not praised thereby

nor my neighbor served. All the heathen

who know not thy great name will mock at

it as foolishness, from the very natm'e of the

ceremony. O no! He spake not against the

Lord, bi\t he believed and acted, and it was
reckoned to him for righteousness, and lie

was called the friend of God.
This is for the encoiu-agement of all the

pious, that they should believe, and submis-

sively follow the word of the Lord, however
heretical and ridiculous it may appear to

them, not mui-muring against the Lord why
he so commanded it; but it is enough that

they know that he has commanded, and in

what manner he has commanded.
Again, it shames all haughty despisers

and unbelieving mockers, who so presumpt-
uously open their blasphemous, wicked

mouths against Christ, and say. What can
baptism profit us, or why does God de-

mand so much water ? It is enough, if we
are inwardl.y pious men, regard the com-
mands of love, and lead a pious, virtuous

life, and such like hj^jociitical words; for

these poor miserable hypocrites know not
when the inward man, of which they boast,

has become upright through faith and pi-

ous in God, throTigh the grace, word, and
Spirit of the Lord, that he dare not depart
one hair's breadth from the word and ways
of the Lord, but does willingly all things

wlia,tsoever the Lord has commanded him,
let it be what it will.

It is very manifest that Christ Jesus has
commanded water baptism, upon the con-

fession of our faith, and that he received it

himself, Matt. 3: 16. The holy apostles did
not teach, nor practice otherwise ; their sig-

nification and effect were not otherwise, and
so many glorious promises depend thereon,

as may plainly be seen and read, Mark 16:

15 (understand me rightly), not by \'irtiie of

the wrought sign itself, but that we receive

Christ, inwhom the Father ga,ve the promise
thi'ough faith, and are ready to live accord-

ing to his word. Say, beloved, how shall

one obtain the accompanying promise if he
does not do what is commanded ? But what
does it avail all wlio believe not the Lord's

word, who would rather have money, goods,

body and life, than Christ? They are earthly

and fleshly minded, tliey strive against

Christ, disobey the Scriptiu'es, dispute and
say. What can water benefit us? But if they

believed the word of the Lord from the

heart, as Abraham did, and were new and
changed men in Christ Jesus, through the

power of the same faith, they would love

their enemies, do good for evil, pray for

those by wliom they ai'e persecuted, be

ready to forsake possessions and all that

they have and are for the glory of the

Lord, a.nd for the necessary service of their

neighbor. They would not reject the cross

of the Lord, but flesh and blood would be

mortified ; they would fear God and his

judgments, ancl love him, for his kindness;

they would undoubtedly not murmur and
dispute, but stand prepared, like Abraham,
to seal- their faith by its fmits ; they would
receive the commanded baptism, surrender
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themselves to all obedience, and according

to their weakness, walk as the Lord com-

mands, teaches and enjoins upon all true

Christians.

Since they believe not Christ and his word,

they neither fear nor love him ; therefore

they reject, npbraid and blaspheme his holy

doctrine, Spirit, commandments, prohibi-

tions, ordinances and usages as deceiving

heresy, and obedience to him as an open

abomination. O reader, beware! God,*the

Lord, is a God who adheres to his word;

he brought calamity upon Adam and Eve
and their posterity on account of the forbid-

den fruit. For a small transgression Uzzah

was punished with death, 2 Sam. 6:7. On
account of one transgression, the faithful

Moses was not permitted to enter the prom-

ised land. AMioever received not the

bloody sign of circumcision, was to be cut

off fi-om among the people. Therefore, it

must be plainly imderstood, that his word I

and \vill must be obeyed, otherwise we can- i

not be saved, for he is the God who has

made heaven and earth and the fullness
|

thereof; the Almighty, terrible God, who
j

lives forever in his majesty and glory; the :

Lord and Ruler over all. Woe to him who
j

speaks against him and despises his word
and mil. The works of such an one testify

that he believes not in Christ, and whoso-

ever believeth not, as Chiist himself declares,

is condemned already. Therefore, it is all

in vain to excuse ourselves or seek evasion.

How any one who is so unbelieving and re-

bellious, that he refuses God a handful of

water, can conform himself to love his ene-

mies, mortify the llesh to the service of his

neighbor, and to take up the cross of Christ,

I will leave the serious reader to reflect up-

on, in the fear of God.
I know for certain, that all their disputa-

tion, pretentions and evasions are nothing

but fig leaves, and their lives, nothing but

hypocrisy.

In the fifth place obsei-ve, when the Lord
had spoken to Abraham, that at the end of

the year he would return, and that Sarah,

his wife, should have a son, whom he should

call Isaac, and that he would make his eter-

nal covenant with him and his seed after

him ; though he was nearly a hundi'ed years

old, and Sarah ninety, nevertheless, he

doubted not. He did not think upon, or

regard his own frailty and the barrenness

of Sarah, but fh-m and strong in faith, he
trusted u]Don the promise of his God, and
praised him for his grace; for he knew that

God was able to perform that which he had
promised. Therefore, from this same Abra-
ham, because he believed the word of the

Lord, descended as many as the sand which

is upon the sea shore or the stars of heaven,

Gen. 22: 17.

Behold, most beloved, how an upright, un-

feigned, christian faith regards God as al-

mighty and true; it knows that he can and
will do all that he has jaromised, and there-

fore, Abraham looked not upon the frailty

and age of himself and Sarah. He doubted
not the promised words, but believed without
wavering, for he knew well, that tlie same
God who created heaven and earth, and
the fullness thereof through his word, who
stretched the heavens abroad, and to the

stormy, raging sea set an established bound,
whose word sustains the earth in the midst

of the water, who rules all with the word of

his strength, and gives life to the dead, could

undoubtedly, when he chose, render that

fmitful, which before was barren.

Since then, such a promise was given to

him of God, he doubted not, but hoped for

that, which in nature, was not to be expect-

ed. Through faith in God, he received that

which was promised to him, namely his son

Isaac, through the aged and barren Sarah;

j

so in like manner it is spiritually with us

;

: if we believe, with the whole heart, the prom-

I

ised word of grace, which is the gospel of

peace, whereby the redemption from our
' sins, through the blood of the Lord, is made
known ; so will also our dead conscience

flourish and live; we shall receive the spii--

itual Isaac, Christ Jesus, with the eternal

blessing, and bring forth fruit. Christ said,

' My mother and my brethren are those, who
hear the word and will of God, and do ac-

cordingly ; but whosoever believeth not this

Isaac, receives not Christ, but the wrath of

God abides upon him.

i

In the sixth place observe, how severely

the Lord tried the faith of Abraham, when
he said, " Take now thy son, thine only son,

i

Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into

I

the land of Moriah, and offer him there for
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a burnt offerina; iipon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of," Gen. 22: 2. Abra-
ham heard the word of the Lord and was
obedient. He took his son with him and
went to the place, which the Lord had com-
manded him ; and when he came there, Isaac

said. Father, behold here is tire and wood,
but where is the lamb that shall be offered 'i

Abraham answered his son, and said, "My
son, God will provide himself a lamb for

a burnt-offering."

O my most beloved, reflect ! Observe the

conduct and conversation of Abraham and
his son Isaac. I suppose reason will teach

you how full of trouble and giief the mind
of the father was on account of his beloved

son, for Abraham was^flesh and blood as

we are. That son, who was born to him in

his old age, through the promise and gift of

God, his only son born of a free woman, the

desire, the joy and the peace of his heart,

the staff of his age, through whom he re-

ceived the comforting promise; mrist be slain

and bui'ued with fire.

How hard and sorely he was tried, yet

did he not oppose God with a single word,
nor contend and say. Why hast thou given

me a son since he must die 'i Neither did he
reprove the Lord, by saying, that he had
falsified his promise, for it was through
Isaac that the promise -was made, but he
confided in his God mth his whole heart;

he laid aside all reasoning and wisdom, and
followed not sense nor flesh. He spared
not his beloved son for the Lord's sake. He
loved his God far above his child, and there-

fore he refused not to offer him willingly as

a burnt offering to Him from whom he re-

ceived him. He bound him and lifted him
upon the avoocI, and raised his hand and
knife to slay him ; he believed that God
could again raise him fi'om the dead. He
was about to obey the command which he
had received, when an angel spake from
Heaven, saying, "Lay not thine hand upon
the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him,
for now I know that thou fearest God ; see-

ing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine

only son from me," Gen. 23: 12. And thus

the obedient, faithful Abraham received his

son as a tj^pe of the resurrection. The word
of James is true, "Abraham believed God,
and it was imputed xinto him for righteous-

I ness, and he was called the friend of God,"
James 2: 23.

Beloved children, we must always stand
confounded before God, when we compare
our little, weak faith and its fruit with the
faith of Abraham. He refused not to travel

in an unknown country, as soon as he was
j

commanded. He was a man full of peace,
and sought not his own interest. He re-

i leased Lot out of the hands of his enemies.
i
He believed the promise concerning the

;
promised land and seed. He murmured

I

not on account of the long time nor of the

j

oppression of his seed. He sirffered him-
self to be circumcised in advanced age. He
believed the Lord's promise concerning

i

Isaac, and taught all his servants and chil-

dren, that they should follow the way of
the Lord, and do that which was right. He

j

was willing to offer Isaac as the Lord had
commanded him. This may truly be called

I

faith.

j

So entirely was this pious man dead to

himself, that he denied all his lusts, his will

I
and mind, and loved his God alone. He

;

trusted, feared, loved and honored his God,
' with all his soul and heart, and walked ac-

cording to his commandments, as is evi-

denced by his fruits, as may be observed
and understood from many passages of

Scriptm-e. But what kind of faith our false,

boasting christians possess,who sufier them-
selves to think that they are the seed of

,
Abraham, I will let their fruits be the judge;
for they covet and hoard, curse and swear,

\ lie and cheat ; they are haughty and proud,

i

eat and drink intemperately, commit forni-

' cation and adultery, fight, rob, steal, take

!
usury, and are full of idolatry and wicked-
ness. Those who have a little light refuse

to remove from one village to another, or

from one city to another, for the word and
truth of the Lord; they seek their own in-

i terests, and esteem brotherly love but light-

I

ly; they are earthly minded, and flee from
i the cross of Christ ; they regard not the

;

promise and goodness of the Lord ; they

j

fear not his coming judgment, and punish-

ment ; they love the creatm-e more than the

Creator; his name be blessed forever. Amen.
In short, I know not what it is, in which

I they do not serve themselves, nor act con-

\

trary to the command of God. They boast



126 FAITH.

notwithstanding, that they are the children

of Abraham, and have his promise. All no!

my friends, yonr prophets have led you
astray, and yom- false hopes deceive yon;

as true as the Lord lives, if you believe not

his word, from the whole heart, nor through

the power of the same faith, walk in his

ways, bring not forth the christian fruits of

righteousness, and do not follow the foot-

steps of this pious patriarch; you are not

his seed and children, neither have j'Oi; his

faith nor his promise. But all who receive

Christ in their hearts, through faith, and

adhere strictly to his word and obey it, are

the si^iritual childi'eu of Abraham, and fel-

low heii-s of his promise, for they are reck-

oned his seed.

FAITH AND FIDELITY OF MOSES.

Moses, a servant aud messenger of God,
|

was also found faithful, vigorous, living

and active in his faith. He was called of

the Lord, that he should lead Israel out of '<

Egypt. He did not exalt himself to the high
;

station of a prince, but humbled himself be-

fore God with all his heart, and said, Send,

Lord, whom thou wilt, but what am I, that

I should go to Pharaoh and lead forth Is-

rael? Besides, I am not eloquent, neither;

heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto ;

thy servant, but am of a slow tongue. He
refused so long, that the Lord Avas angry.

With fear and trembling, he at last took :

upon himself the commanded duty, and sur-

rendered himseK to his God, in whom he

trusted.

He went willingly before the fierce Pha-
raoh, and showed great wonders and power
before him and all his servants. He ran-

!

somed the people, thi'ough the out-stretched

arm and strong hand of God. He divided

the Red Sea and passed v/ith Israel, un-

harmed, through the deep, Exod. 14: 21,22.

He received the tables of stone on which

were WTitten the commandments of the Lord.

He caused bread to rain from heaven, and
\

water to flow from the flinty rock. He pre-

Ijared the tents and the ark of the testi-

mony, as he was directed upon the mount-

ains. He ordained the iigurati\ e priesthood,

with all the duties, offerings, sanctitications,

apparel, &c., according to the command of

the Lord.

He went with the people, pitched the tents,

and took them up again at the command of

the Lord. He gave them the commands and

statutes of the Lord. He stood as a faitliful

mediator between God and the people, when
they had sinned, and he turned the wrath
from Israel. He punished idolaters, whore-
mongers and the rebellious. He slew Sihon,

king of the Amorites, and Og, Idng of Ba-
shan. The Lord was with him in all his

ways.
By faith, says Paul, "He refused to be

called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choos-

ing rather to suffer affliction with the people

of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin

for a season, esteeming the reproach of

Chi-ist greater riches than the treasure in

Egypt, for he had respect imto the recom-

pense of the reward ; by faith he forsook

Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for

he endiu-ed, as seeing him who is invisible.

Through faith he kept the passover, and the

sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed

the first born shoiild touch them," Heb. 11:

24—28.

Kind reader, respect the word of the Lord,

for when we look spiritirally upon such holy

examples and contrast them with the insup-

portable pride, haughtiness, avarice, idola-

try, disobedience and unfaithfulness of the

prince of the world, and with the blind, mad
mibelief of the common people, then we must
acknowledge that they are far from the obe-

dience and active faith of Moses. Yea, they

are unbelieving heatheiis, and not Chris-

tians.

Moses believed his God and acted i-ightly

in all his transactions. He was kind, and
solicitous for the welfare of the people un-

der his care, as he was commanded. He
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was the meekest of men; served neither

for gift nor reward, but obeyed the voice

and word of the Lord; was faitliful in all

his lionse, and faithfully prosecuted his du-
ties in the fear of the Lord. He faithfully

commanded out of the mouth of God, and
in upriglit love, faithfully admonished the

people, that they and their descendants,
from generation to generation, should hear
and be obedient to the voice of the Lord
God of their fathers, and should follow no
other customs, commandments, righteous-

ness or worship, than that which he had
taught or commanded thexu, till the new
prophet, the teacher of righteousness, the

Ijlessed seed of Abraham, Christ Jesus,

should come.

But if we would go to our rulers, princes,

lords, bishops, priests, monks and preach-

ers, and all those who boast of the name
and faith of Christ ; if we would rightly

measure their faith and obedience with the

word of the Lord, which is the true stand-

ard, and should find some who sincerely

seek Clirist from the heart, fear, love, be-

lieve and trust him ; who teach and practice

rightly the ordinances, commands, sacra-

ments and true worship of God; who con-

form their whole lives both inwardly and
outwardly, according to the word and ex-

ample of the Lord; and who, in love, exe-

cute the service which is enjoined on them,
as this faithful Moses has done in all his

transactions, I fear tliej^ are so few that we
should have to go far and search long to

find them, and if there are still some, they
must be, alas, given as a y)vey to the blood-
thirsty, and bear the cross of the Lord.

I testify to you the truth in Christ, and
lie not. All who hear not the voice of Clirisf,

believe not his holy word, follow not his

pure unblamable life, from the whole heart,

in all humility, patience, meekness, obe-

dience and love ; liave not the working
and living faith of Moses, but are, after the
contents of his doctrines, already judged.
O, reader, l:)eware ! neither monej-, name,
nor boasting will avail you, but power and
deeds, if you wisli to be savpd, and not lie

condemned.

THE FAITH OF CALEB AXl) JOSHUA.

Joshua and Caleb, through faith, passed
over Jordan and entered the promised land.

When Moses sent out the twelve spies to

view and explore the country, he said, "Get
you up this way southward, and go up into

the mountain, and see the land what it is,

and the people that dwelleth therein, wheth-

er they be strong or weak, few or many;
and what the land is that they dwell in,

whether it be good or bad, and what cities

they be that they dwell in, whether in tents

or in strong holds, and what the land is,

whether it be fat or lean, whether there be
wood therein or not ; and be ye of good
com*age, and bring of the fruit of the land.

Now the time was the time of the first-ripe

grapes," Num. 13: 17—20.

They went up and viewed the laud, even

as Moses had commanded them by the

mouth of the Lord, and after forty days
they came to Moses and Aaron, ancl to the

whole congregation in the wilderness of Pa-
ran to Kadesh, carrying with them grai^es,

pomegranates and figs, saying, "We cami-

unto the land whither thou sentest us, and
surely it flowetli with milk and honey, and
this is the fruit of it. Moreover, we saw the

children of Anak there. And Caleb stilled

the people before Moses, and said. Let us
go up at once and possess it ; for we are

well able to overcome it. But the men that

went up with him said, we be not able to go
up against the people, for they are stronger

than we. And they brought iip an evil re-

port of the land which they had searched
imto the children of Israel, saying. The land
through which we have gone to search it, is

a land that eateth up the inhabitants there-

of, and all the people that we saw in it are

men of great stature ; and there we saw the
giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the
giants; and we were in our own sight as
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grasshoppers, and so we were in their

sight," Num. 13: 27—33.

"And all the congregation lifted iip their

voice and cried; and the people wept that

night, and all the childi-en of Israel mur-

mured against Moses and against Aaron;

and the whole congregation said nnto them.

Would to God that we had died in the land

of Egj-pt, or would to God we had died in

the wilderness, and wherefore hath the Lord
bronght iis nnto tliis land, to fall by the

sword, that our wives and our children

should be a prey? Were it not better for us

to return into Egypt? And they said one to

another. Let us make a captain, and let us

return into Egypt. Then Moses-and Aaron
fell on their faces before all the assembly of

the congregation of the children of Israel.

And Joshua and Caleb rent their clothes;

and they spake unto all the company of

the children of Israel, saj'ing, the land

which we passed through to search it, is an

exceeding good land. If the Lord delight

in us, then he will bring us into this land

and give it us; a land which floweth with

milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against

the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the

land, for they are bread for us; their de-

fence is departed from them, and the Lord

is with us; fear them not. But all the con-

gregation bade, stone them with stones,"'

Num. 14: 1—10.

Behold, dear reader, it is because these two

faithful men lielieved the word and prom-

ise of God, with all their hearts, that they

trusted firmly in his Almighty power, pa-

ternal mercy and great works, as if they

had already obtained them. They saw the

lieinous unbelief and heard the bitter mur-

muring of their brethren, that they thereby

detracted from the Almighty Majesty, as if

he were not able to fulfil his promises unto

them, and that he had deceived them by
his enticing words, therefore, they were very

sorrowful and sad, and rent their clothes,

as has been said. And therefore they were

the only two persons of six hundred thou-

sand, that came with Moses out of Egypt,

who entered into tlie promised land. All

the rest died in the wilderness during the

time of forty years, and they did not reach

the promised land, because they did not be-

lieve on the Almiglity God, tlie God of their

' fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who
with such unheard-of signs and wonders,

led them throxigh the Red Sea, and so gra-

ciously upheld and guarded them in the

wilderness.

Thus, alas, it is with some at the present

day. They have spied the pleasant land,

have seen and tasted its precious fruits,

have been enlightened by the word of the

Lord, have tasted the heavenly gifts, have

: partaken of the Holy Ghost, have tasted of

the sweet word of God, and the power of

,
the world to come, and have beheld the

gi-ace of the Lord, but since they do not

consult God, but their own sinful, disobe-

;
client, evil flesh, which always seeks its own

: pleasure, and will not willingly bear the

cross of the Lord. They behold with carnal

eyes, and see that so many powerful tyrants

and fenced cities are arrayed against them,

that they have to pass a howling wilderness,

and must ascencl many high mountains ;

that they must give as a prey, honor, money,
possessions, wife, children, body and life;

, hence they murmur against Moses and Aa-

i

ron, and seek to stone Joshua and Caleb.

1 They cause their poor teachers and leaders,

who with true love direct to the word and
examples of Christ, and preach the pure

truth, such intolerable suffin-ing. They back-

bite and defame them beyond measure, and
choose for themselves, here and there a cap-

tain, false prophet or teacher, who, with

fair words and under the appearance of

good, lead them back to Egypt. They pre-

fer temporal to eternal things, they fear per-

ishing man more than the immortal, eternal

God, the Lord and Creator of the world.

AVith unbelieving, carnal Israel, they say

in their hearts, We are not strong enough

to go up against this great and strong peo-

ple, and are not able to obey the doctrine,

ordinances and example of Christ, for all

the world is against us, all lords and prin-

ces persecute us, the preachers and priests

upbraid and defame i;s, and we must be-

come a by-word and a derision to all the

world. AYe are much too weak to bear such

great misery, therefore they want to transfer

it to tlie Lord. Tims you think and err, for

your unbelieving, carnal hearts have so

blinded you, that you know not the riglit-

eous judgment of God, you hope not that a
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holy life shall be rewarded, and esteem not

the honor of an unblamable sonl.

Dear reader, take warning, for as trne as

the Lordlives, I tell you, that all those who
thus cast aside the word of the Lord, again

become unbelieving in God, and become so

earthly and carnal-minded that they fear

those whom they ought not to fear ; and fear

not those whom they should fear ; who think

more of the perishable creatures, such as

home, lands, gold, silver, wife, children,

body and life, than of the everlasting God
and his eternal kingdom, and have a greater

desire to enjoy in peace, for a season, the

dark Egypt of this ungodly world, than to

inherit the pleasant fruitful land, in endless

peace with God; such shall all fall in the

wilderness, and unless they repent, shall

never enter into his rest, Heb. 4:1.

But those who, with Joshua and Caleb,

hold firmly to the word of the Lord; who
firmly believe on Clu'ist, as the Scrij)tures

direct; who are firmly assured in their hearts

by the Holy Ghost, that God will not fail

in a single word, but that he will fulfill, in

its time, all that he has promised; who are

not prevailed on by the gates of hell ; who
sufler not themselves to be deceived by the

subtle lies and philosophy of the learned

;

who are not frightened by the tyranny of

the blood-thirsty; who are not vanquished
by carnal lusts ; nor enchanted by the fine

appearance of false prophets, but walk hum-
bly in the King's highway ; who follow

Christ, their Shepherd and Leader, and
judge all their ways by his Spirit, word,
and unblamable example ; who turn not

aside, neither to the right hand, nor to the

left; behold they are those who will victori-

ously enter the spiritual, promised land, the

eternal rest and peace, God's eternal king-

dom and glory, with- all the saints and be-

lievers, and through grace, eternally inherit

it with Christ, as Joshua and Caleb inherit-

ed the figurative land through faith, and
with their children inherit it. O children

believe. "All things," says Christ, '"are pos-

sible to him that believeth," Mark 9: 23.

THE BELIEF OF THE PIOUS KIXG JOSIAH.

Josiah, an illustrious and pious king in

all his works, did that which was pleasing

to the Lord, and walked in all the ways of

his father David, and departed not there-

from, neither to the right hand nor to the left.

And when he was yet a child he began to

seek the God of David, his father. And in

the eighteenth year of his age he sent Sha-

phan, his scribe, to Hilkiah the high priest,

that money might be given to those who
worked at the house of the Lord. And Hil-

kiah said to Shaphan, I have found the

book of the Law in the house of the Lord,

and Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan and
he brought it to the king. And when the

king heard the words of the law, which were
^^Titten in the book, he rent his clothes, as

one who feared his God. He believed the

word of the Lord, and feared the coming
wrath which he threatened in the book
which was found. He then commanded
Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, and Shaphan

17

saying, "Go ye, inquire of the Lord for

me, and for the j)eople, and for all Judah,

concerning the words of this book that is

found, for great is the wrath of the Lord
that is kindled against us, because our fa-

thers have not hearkened unto the words of

this book, to do according unto all that

which is wi-itten concerning us,'' 2 Kings
22: 13.

So they went to Huldah, a prophetess,

the wife of Shallum, and asked her as Jo-

siah had commanded them; the woman an-

swered them, "Thus saitli the Lord God of

Israel, Tell the men who hatli sent you unto

me. Thus saitli the Lord, behold, I will

bring evil upon this place, and upon the

inhabitants thereof even all the words of

the book which the king of Judah hath

read, because they have forsaken me, and
have burned incense unto other gods, that

they might provoke me to anger, with all

the works of their hands ; therefore,my wrath
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shall be kindled against this place and shall

'

not be quenched. But to the king of Judah,

which sent jow to inquire of the Lord, thus

shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord
God of Israel, as toudiing the words which
thou hast heard, because thine heart was
tender, and thou hast humbled thyself be-

fore the Lord, when thou heardest what I

spake against this place and against the

inhabitants thereof, that thej^ should be-

come a desolation and a curse, and hast i

rent thj^ clothes and wept before me, I also

have heard thee, saith the Lord. Behold,

therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers,

and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave

in peace, and thine eyes shall not see all

the evil which I will bring upon this place,

and they brought the king word again.

"When now the king heard these words,

he sent and gathered unto him all the eld-

ers of Judah and Jerusalem. And the king

went up into the house of the Lord, and all

the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of

Jerusalem with him, and the priests and the

prophets, and all the people both small

and great, and he read in their ears all the

words of the book of the covenant, which
was found in the house of the Lord. And
the king stood by a pillar, and made a cove-

nant before the Lord to walk after the Lord
and to keep his commandments, and his

testimonies, and his statutes with all their

heart, and all their soul to perform the

words of this covenant that were written in

this book. And all the people stood to the

covenant," 2 Kings 22: 15—20 and 23: 1—3.

And Josiah caused all who were to be found

in Israel to serve the Lord, and they dejiart-

ed not from him as long as Josiah lived.

Here, dear reader, observe what kind of

faith Josiah had, and what the fruits thereof

were. He heard the word of the Lord, and
believed it. He rent his clothes, inquired

of the Lord and renewed the covenant be-

cause he heard what God had commanded
in the same book; that they should not do
according to their own thoughts; that they

should not follow after strange Gods, nor

the abominations of the Canaanites and the

other heathens which were dispersed before

them, but they should serve the Lord alone

and cleave to him, and keep his commands
as he directed them. He was strong in the

Lord, resolved in a manly spii'it, and acted

valiantly in all his doings, for he believed

and trusted God with all his strength ; and
with earnest zeal, he tore down all that his

forefathers and former kings, out of their

own imaginings and choice, had brought in

and established as holy sei-vice.

He biu'ned all the vessels of Baal and tore

down all the groves, high places and altars,

in the land of Judea and Samaria. He de-

filed Topheth, which is in the valley of the

children ofHinnom. He destroyed the horses

of the sun, and burned the chariots of the

sun with tire. He broke down the altar of

Bethel and offered the idolatrous priests and
the dead bones thereupon, as the man of

God had proclaimed aforetime. He de-

stroyed all that was opposed to the law

of God. He kept the passover of the Lord

as it was written in the book of the cove-

nant, in such a glorious manner as no judge

or king had kept it before. He also jnit

away all sooth-saj^ers and wizards, images,

idols, and all the abominations, that were

spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusa-

lem, that they might perform the words of

' the law which were written in the book that

Hilkiah, the High priest found in the house

of the Lord, and like unto him there was no

king that turned to the Lord with all his

heart and all his soul, and with all his

might, according to all the law of Moses

;

neither after him arose there any like him,

2 Kings 23: 24, 25.

Hear now, O ye great princes and kings,

and all those who suffer themselves to think
' that they are faithful lords and christian

princes, to you is my admonition! Have you
any fear of God ? Any love to Christ or his

;
blessed word? Or is there yet any sincerity

j

of nature with you, who have understand-

ing ? Then know that you are not gods from

heaven; but poor dying men of the impure

guilty seed of Adam. Humble yourselves

under the Almighty hand of God, and com-

: pare Josiah with his faith and works with

your faith and works, in order that you may
learn to know how far j^ou are from the

Spirit and word of Christ, and that you bear
' nothing else than a mere, idle, vain, empty

name.
AVhilst Josiah was yet a child, and young

in years, he feared God, and manifested a
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matvire mind and understanding in all his

works; bnt you, my dear lords, fear neither

God nor the devil. Cursed unbelief is your
mother, and unrighteousness, your sister.

In divine things you are blind, deaf and
dumb; yea, during your whole lives, you
are as destitute of understanding as chil-

dren.

Josiah was eight years old when he was
made king, and in the eighth year of his

reign, he began to seek the God of his fa-

ther David ; but your seeking, from the

cradle on, is solely pomp and splendor,

haughtiness of heart, wantonness, riding,

sporting, killing, enlargement of your do-

minions, increase of pati'onage and treasure,

tighting, warring, taxing and usiuy; to af-

flict the destitute and poor; to domineer
one over another, and to live, with all your
might, openly, according to the lusts of the

flesh. The open deed testifies that I wTite

the truth.

Josiah began, in the twelfth year of his

reign, to purify Judah and Jerusalem from
the high places, groves, idolatry and molten
images, but you build them in every city,

village, street and alley ; upon every high
mountain and in every deep valley, and
whoever would admonish you with the Spirit

and word of Christ, must be a heretic and
uuist tread the press of afliiction.

Josiah was solicitous for the house of the

Lord, and appointed and paid artificers to

labor thereat. But you break down, and by
your vindictive mandates, tyranny and the

sword, oppose the house and dwelling of

Christ, which is his church, which he has
sanctified by his Spirit, cleansed by his

blood, and adorned by the word, ordinances

and sacraments of his Father. You prevent

it from being rebuilt in its apostolic clear-

ness, and from becoming perfect in its doc-

trines, sacraments and conduct, according

to the command of Christ and his holy
word.

Josiah expelled all soothsayers and wiz-

ards. He offered the idolatrous priests upon
their idolatrous altars, and Isurued the dead
bones, &c., but the bones of the man of God
from Judah, and of the prophets of Sama-
ria, he bm-ned not. But joxi sustain and
cherish, as shepherds of the flocks of Christ

and keepers of your souls, false prophets

and deceiving priests; the greater part of
whom are open drunkards, libertines and
idolaters, full of aU unrighteousness, covet-

ous in heart, whose belly is their god, blind
watchmen, and dumb dogs, who dishonor
God, and destroy poor miserable souls.

You have them in preference in your courts

and give them the highest seats at your
tables. They are honored with high names
and great titles, and are greeted by every
one as doctors, lords and masters. Yoxr
present them splendid dwellings, great rents

and possessions, and say. They who serve

the gospel must live by the gospel ; although
they do nothing but place soft pillows and
cushions under you, and preach according
to the itching of your ears. But the true,

pious teachers and faithful servants of

Christ, who sincerely seek jonv salvation

and that of the whole world, who direct you
to Christ, who rightly use his sacraments
and ordinances, who desire to lead you and
all men on the right way, and who walk un-
blamably , they must without mercy or chris-

tian modesty be persecuted by you, sen-

tenced to fire and water, and must bear
mockery and shame before all the world.

Josiah made a covenant with the Lord,
and with all the elders, priests, prophets
and common people, that they should serve

the Lord as long as they lived, &c. But
you have made yom- covenant with anti-

christ and with all your preachers, priests,

monks, judges and rulei's, that the pervert-

ed, broad way shoiild be pursued, the doc-

trines and institutions of men should be
taught, followed and obseiTed, instead of

the true service of God; to the people, doc-

trine, commands, Spirit, Supper, life and
separation of Christ, you give no place, and
whoever acts or speaks contrarj^ to your
abominations, must lose his possessions or

his life.

Josiah heard the word of the Lord and
became contrite in heart ; he rent his clothes

and wept before the Lord ; he feared the

coming -WTatli, because they and tlieir fore-

fathers had rejected the word of God. But
you, m.y dear lords, are so hardened and
blinded, so bormd by your sins, and lusts

of the tiesh, through cursed unbelief; so

enchanted by the false prophets, that we
cannot, in the least, move your impeni-
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tent, hardened hearts, neither Iby the threat-

ening law of the Lord, nor by his fierce

wi-ath, and terrible judgement; neither by
the devouring flames of hell and eternal

death, nor by the peaceful gospel of grace;

neither by the precious blood of Christ, nor

by the pious, unblamable life of all the

saints, who with their simple yea and nay,

are daily murdered, before your eyes as in-

nocent sheep, on account of their faith and
piety. It is time that you awake, and take

notice how you and we, with our forefathers,

have so abundantly merited the righteous

punishm.ent and wi-ath of God. May the

merciful Lord grant you eyes that j'^ou may
see.

Josiah turned to the Lord with his whole

heart, soul and might, but you dare proudly

disregard the God who has created you, de-

ny the Lord who has purchased you, and
turn yoiirselves to dumb idols, to wood,

stone, gold and silver images, to water,

bread and wine, to the unprofitable doc-

trines and commandments of men, yea, to

open abominations and idolatry, not ob-

serving that it stands wi'itten, "Idolaters

shall have their part in the lake which burn-

eth with tire and brimstone," Rev. 21: 8.

Behold, dear sirs, the above is true; it is

manifest by 3^our pride, whoredom, carnal

life, and by the ruins of bm'ut countries and
cities, the great number of churches, clois-

ters, priests and monks, matins, vespers, and
every other false worship.

Besides, when we, on account of the mul-

titude of our sins, are visited with pestilence,

famine, war, and other dangerous evils and
plagues, your only remedies, to appease the

wrath of God, and quench the burning fire

of his anger, are idolatrous masses, proces-

sions, as they are called, dead bones, im-

ages, crosses, banners. They, the papists I

mean, bear these strange abominations, and
follow after them with uncovered heads,

folded hands, and burning waxcandles, &c.

Therefore, you turn not aside the tierce

wrath, but augment it more and more, for

the Lord will not give his divine honor to

works of man's choice nor to any creature,

neither does he accept any such masses,

processions, crosses, images and abomina-
tions, nor regards them in his mind, as the

prophet said.

Beloved sirs, repent. The statute book of

Clu'ist is entirely lost to you. Clirist and
his truth, sacraments. Spirit and life, you
have never known nor possessed in the least

degree. You serve strange gods, you hear,

follow and use the doctrine, sacraments, or-

dinances and commands of anti-christ; you
lead an unclean, ungodly and carnal life.

O sirs, take warning ! your sins have arisen

to heaven.

Although it is so little regarded by you,

God grant it may be otherwise, yet this

book of Christ, by the grace of God, has
been found again by some. The pure, un-

adulterated truth has come to light, through
the piu'e, unmingled gospel, and is daily

read in your ears, and explained before

your eyes with a godlj^, virtuous life, with
an open confession, and above all, with

much of the property and blood of the

saints; yet your hearts continue so stony

and hard that they cannot be converted or

moved, neither by grace nor wrath; neither

by adversity nor prosperity, as we have
said. Behold thus has the blindness of Sod-

om, the darkness of Egypt, the hardening
of Pharaoh, through the righteoiis judgment
of God, come upon our kings, princes, lords

and rulers.

Dear sirs, awake ! and make haste, the

trumpet is sounded, prepare yoiu'selves

!

Youi' mortal sickness and cankering, tilthy

wounds are shown to you. I counsel you to

sufter yourselves to be helped. You possess

neither Christ nor his word. Your contro-

versy is against the Lamb and his chosen.

Your way is in darkness, and leads to the

abyss of hell. The wi-ath of the Lord has
gone forth over you and your land, for j^ou

live more carnally and evil than can be im-

agined or described.

O my dear sirs ! reform, repent, so that

you may stand before God; cleanse your
hands and hearts before the Lord; change
yom- pride, into humility, and yom- mirth,

and joy into sorrow; rend your hardened
hearts, and your garments; hear and seek

Christ, and not anti-christ; implicitly obey
Christ's Spirit, doctrine, sacraments, com-
mands and infallible example, and not the

vain doctrines and commandments of m'""

for they corrupt and profit not.

Put away from among you, all offence,
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abominations and idolatry, masses, altars,

infant baptism, the idolatrous bread, or

supper (I mean such as is used by the world),

images, confessions, the wanton sodomy,
unchastity of the papistic priests and
monks; destroy and root up all accui-sed

heathen disgrace; such as brothels, every

species of gambling, open houses of drunk-
enness, together with idolatrous temples,

high places, groves, churches and cloisters,

which were so numerously built contrary to

the Scriptm-es by our forefathers, through
blindness and ignorance.

We call on all, poor, deceiving teachers

and false sects, great and small, who are

against the Spirit, ordinances, word and
life of Christ, sincerely to repent, and help

us to resist, not by violence, tjTanny or

sword; as, alas! it is the custom with you,

but by the Spirit of Christ, with doctrine,

exhortation and the like virtuous services

and mild means, so that they may turn

from evil, and hear and follow Christ.

Permit all faithful messengers and serv-

ants of God to preach Christ, to use his sac-

raments and ordinances according to the

Scriptui'es, lead a penitent and unblamable
life, and gather unto Christ a glorious

church, that they may, through the Spirit

and grace of God, according to the Script-

mes, win and bring unto Christ an un-

spotted, pure virgin.

Again I say, reform
;
you have erred and

mocked God too long, and worshipped anti-

christ instead of Christ too long; walked
too long in the perverse and broad way of

death. Awaken! it is yet to-day; behold,

the true book of the law; the saving, pure
gospel of Christ which was hid for so many
centuries by the abominations of anti-christ,

is found.

Hear and read attentively, believe and

observe it faithfully; it is the word of the

Lord God, which Jesus Christ, the irrst and
only begotten Son of the Almighty Father,

brought from heaven and taught iis. Bow
to his righteous sceptre, fear, love, serve,

honor and follow him with all your heart,

with all your soul and with all yoiu- pow-

ers, as did the pious Josiah. For the Lord

our God. is Lord of lords, and God of gods.

a mighty, and a terrible God, which regard-
eth not persons, nor taketh reward.
Yes, beloved lords. Can you thus convert

yourselves with all your hearts ? Can you
change your hearts and humble yourselves
before God? Deny yoiu-selves, seek and fol-

low Christ and his righteousness? Kenounce
the world and flesh with all its lusts, as you
have heard ? Then you will become, true,

! spiritual kings, and priests; then you will

;

possess your souls in peace, gain the victory
and conquest over all the deadly enemies of
your souls; you will live and die in grace;

then you may in truth, without any hjrpoc-

risy, be called christian kings and believ-

ing princes. The testimony of Peter to all

clu-istians, I say to all christians, is true,

"Ye are a chosen generation, a holy nation,

a peculiar people," 1 Pet. 2: 9.

But if you refuse this and remain what
you are now, preferring perishing, temporal
pleasm-es, joys and glory, to the imperish-

able, eternal joy and glory; I desire then

that you would reflect upon what Sirach

says, "Why are earth and ashes proud?
He that is to-day a king, to-morrow shall

die," Sir. 10: 9. Yea, what are they all, who
are of Adam, but dust and ashes, a passing
wind, a vapor, poor, miserable, mortal flesh,

food for worms, yea men, and not God. O,

Sirs, take warning, awake and reform your-

selves ! God is Lord, who will judge you.
Once more, take warning.

Behold, my kind reader, here you have
before you a few examples of true faith, as

Noah and Abraham, before the giving of

the law, and Moses, Joshua, Caleb and Jo-

siah, under the law, cited from Scripture,

wherefrom you may learn how simple and
plain, unfeigned, open and obedient, yea,

how full of all kind of virtues and fruits a
true faith has been from the beginning, as

may be seen in Abel, Enoch, Isaac, Jacob,

Joseph, Jephthah, Baruch, Gideon, Samp-
son, Rahab, Samuel, David, Ezekiel, Elias,

Helias and others. Now I will, by the grace

of God, present you with a few examples

from the New Testament, whereby you may
very clearly learn what an indescribably

great power, fruit, spirit, life and energy, a

true, evangelical, christian faith in its true

nature always includes. So that you will

not. through a false notion, conform to this?
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ignorant, unbelieving world, who boast and
pretend tliat their fruitless, dead opinion cere, evangelical faith

and historical knowledge of Christ, is a sin-

THE FAITH OF THE CENTURION OF CAPERXAUM.

At the time when the Lord Jesus entered

Capernaum, the servant of a centurion lay-

sick, whom he loved much. When he heard

that Jesns was there, he had the consent of

some of the elders of the Jews, and sent

them with a request to Jesus, that he would
come to him and restore his sick servant,

and Jesus went with them. And not being

far from the house of the centiu-ion, he sent

some of his friends to him, who said. Lord
trouble not thyself; for I am not worthy

that thou shouldst enter under my roof

(here notice his humility), and I did not

think myself worthy personally to call and

see thee; but speak the word, and my child

shall be healed. He acknowledged that all

must bow to Christ and his word, and said,

I also am a man under authority, having

soldiers under me, and I say unto one. Go,

and he goeth; and to another come, and he

cometh; and to my servant do this, and he

doeth it. As if he would say to Christ, Be-

hold, Lord, I am but a man, and have to

serve the councils at Rome, nevertheless, I

have so much power over my servants, that

they must obey what I command them; but

!

thou. Lord, art such a Lord that all the

mighty have to bow to thee, all that is 411

heaven above and on earth beneath, must
3^ield to thee. If thou but command sick-

ness and death, they will have to obey thee,

and leave my child. And again, if thou
command health and life, they will have to

retiu-n again. Therefore, it is not necessary

that thou shouldst come into the house of

thy unworthy servant; Ijord, only speak the

word, and my child will again be restored.

When Jesus heard these words, he was quite

astonished, and said to the people that fol-

lowed, Yerily, I say unto you, I have not

found so great faith, no, not in Israel,

Matt. 8.

Behold, faitliful reader, here you have the

centurion as a living example, by which you

may learn how a true christian faith hum-
bles itself before God, and doubts not his

power, and how kindly and graciously he

deals with his poor servants, be they male
or female. The centurion was moved with

compassion towards his poor servant, and
had great concern for him, that he spared
no pains to trouble the elders of the Jews to

send to Christ and entreat him to come and
heal his sick servant. This is to the dis-

grace and shame of all false christians, and
especially to many rich, some of whom are

more severe on the poor servants and hire-

lings, and have less feeling for them, than
they (with youi- leave) have for their domes-
tic animals -, for as soon as the servants

sicken, so that they cannot perform all man-
ner of drudgery, they are unmercifully turned

out of doors, and sent to this or that asylum,
or to their parents and friends, who some-
times, scarcely have a mouthful of bread or

a bed in their houses. Others again have
to get a substitute in their place, while sick,

and pay him out of their own earned pit-

tance; and if they in health even do fulfil

their engagements with hard and severe la-

bor, still, some of these unmerciful, blood
thirsty, treat these innocent ones, who have
to watch when they sleep, labor when they
rest, run when they command, stand when
they sit, in such a manner, as to take the

greater portion of their earnings, or scan-

dalize them; now, say they, a spoon is lost;

anon a dish is broken ; in short, they al-

ways speak evil of them and can never be
pleased. Yea, some of them would feed

them upon water or straw, and pay them
with the whip and chaff, even as they do
their laboring oxen and horses, if they were
not afraid and ashamed of men, for they
would not be ashamed before God, alas,

whom they know not. O woe, unto such

heathenish tyranny and unmerciful cruelty

!

The centui'ion calls his servant his child.
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by which he manifests his paternal love and
humility towards his poor servant. Though
he was lord, and held in high honor, never-

theless, he did not exalt himself above his

poor sei-vant, for he well knew that one God
created both of them, that they were born of

one seed, and had one origin. But what
conduct such heathen christians manifest

towards their oppressed servants, their ac-

tions, alas, openly show

!

How lamentably some of the poor chil-

dren are despised by some of them. How
many disgraceful words have some of them
to hear, and how many sore stripes to en-

dure. Their scolding and rash words, con-

tinue from morning till night; some of them
make their girls prostitutes

;
yea, what shall

I say more. These poor children are regard-

ed bj^ them, and especially b}' the rich, as

the poor, despised donkey, by the magniii-

cent, fat horse, and the iiltliy pebbles by
the beautiful pearls. Ah! reader, it is all

much worse than I can describe ; it is in-

deed time that they would look into these

things, and reiiect more deeply upon love.

The centurion humbled himself before the

Lord with all his heart, esteeming himself

not worthy thatChrist should come under his

roof. But our haughty, proud heathens strut

about with puffed up hearts and extended

necks, high-minded, idle, and daring; one

boasts of his family-, another of his wealth,

a third of his wisdom, a fourth of his skill

and beauty, &c. But the innocent and meek
Christ says. Learn of me ; for I am meek
and lowly in heart, and falsely boast that

they have his name, word, death and blood,

3^et know it not.

The centurion believed, that Christ was
mighty and able, by his word, to do all

that he desired ; but this miserably be-

nighted people esteem it not more than

they do Lucian and ^^sopian fables. Hence

it is, that they lead such an impenitent, car-

nal life, and use such idolatrous sacraments

and false worship, and have departed so far

from the true King's highwaj', still they

would be the true, apostolic, and belie\ing

church of Chi-ist ; but even as Christ testi-

fied to the centurion, that he had not found

such faith in Israel ; so we might, on the

other hand, testify and say of this peo-

ple, that such a heedless, cruel, haughty,

' proud, and unmerciful unbelief is unknown
j
among the heathen, and is not to be found

: with them, Avho never heard of the word of

Christ. Behold, thus does the righteous

Lord let those err and fall into blindness of

heart, who so little regard his most holy

word, hate and thrust his* fatherly grace,

goodness. Spirit, knowledge and faith fi'om

them.

But it is not so with you, my most be-

I

loved. Take this sincere, pious centurion
' as an example; imitate him in his faith,

love, humility and virtues, and be as solic-

! itous for your servants, as he was for his

servants; teach, admonish and reprove them

with a paternal spuit, as often as they err;

set them an unblamable example, in all

righteousness and piety; have compassion

with their severe labor; comfort them in

their poverty; comfort them and gTieve them
not; supplythem withtheir necessary wants,

food and their earned hire, and do not cur-

tail them; protect them in all honorable

things; rebuke them not without cause, lest

they become timid; do not drive them away
from you, but let them unmolestedly serve

;
out their time as agreed, lest the name of

the Lord be blasphemed; be at all times

friendly towards them, and if they are weak
and sick, assist and minister unto them; get

i
others to serve in their place, without detri-

ment to them, till the Lord take them hence,

or restore them to health ; sympathize with

them, and be merciful ; assist them in all

their need; lift not 3-our hearts above them,

nor despise them, for Wxej are your brethi-en

I according to the flesh. In short, be you so

minded in love towards them as Christ Jesus

!
is towards us. At all times remember that

I

we also have a Lord in heaven, before whose

!

judgment-seat we must all appear and ren-

der on account of all our works.

But if they are wanton and obstinate, and

will not hear j^our word and command, nor

\
follow your admonition and counsel: would

rule and not serve; waste their time and not

labor industriously; are unfaithful, rebell-

ious and troublesome; roguishlj- ruin joxw

family and children, &c.; then agree with

them and bring the matter, touching their
' wages, before two or three witnesses, so that

the blame may not rest upon you, and the

1 word of the Lord be not blasphemed. In
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such case then, let them be dismissed, that

yoTu* good conscience be not disturbed on

their account, and yom- house and children

should do to your poor hirelings, even as

you desire that it should be done to you,

being called with them. This the law and

be not depraved. Yea, my bretlu'en. you ': tlie projiliets teach.

THE FAITH OF ZACCHEUS, THE PUBLICAN.

Luke says that "Jesus entered and passed
through Jericho ; and behold, there was a
man, named Zaccheus, which was the chief

among the publicans, and he was rich; and
he sought to see Jesus, who he was, and
could not for the press, because he was little

of stature; and he ran before, and climbed

up iitto a sycamore tree (or as some say,

into a wild fig tree), to see him ; for he was
to pass that way; and when Jesus came to

the place, he looked up, and saw him, and
said to him, Zaccheus, make haste, and
come down ; for to-day I must abide at thy
house, and he made haste, and came down,
and received him joyfully, and said imto

the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my ;

goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken
,

any thing from any man by false accusa-

1

tion, I restore him fom- fold; and Jesus said

unto him. This day is salvation come to this

house, forasmuch as he is also a son of

Abraham," Luke 19: 1—9.

Paul saj's. For whatsoever things were
j

wi"itten aforetime were WTitten for our in-

struction; and thoiigh we know Zaccheus'

faith, fruit, mercy, love and true conversion,

it avails us nothing, if we do not practice

and come up to his faith, with its contrite,

pious fruits. I therefore entreat all my read-

ers, who live openly in sin; all the wealthy,

avaricious, unrighteous merchants and gi'o-

cers, all financiers and bankers, all who love

money; judges, lawyers, advocates, preach-

ers, priests and monks, all drunken land-

lords, together with all those who deal in

unlawful gain ; I entreat all by the love

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that

they would well consider, with an under-

standing heart, tliis liistory and narrative

touching Zaccheus, in order that they may
learn therefrom, that they do not yet pos-

sess the right, true faith and that Christian-

ity which avails with God; and that they

have nothing but a fruitless, vain boasting

of Christ and of faith.

Zaccheus was chief of the publicans, and
he received Christ joyfully in his house and
heart. He believed and was renewed; he

reformed his life, and departed from his for-

mer evil ways. That our open transgress-

ors do not yet reform their old, ungodly
lives, and that they do not desire Chi'ist

and his faith, howevermuch theymay boast,

is as clear as the light of day.

Zaccheus was rich, and one half of his

wealth he gave to the poor. But our rich

people seek more and more, how they may
increase their money and possessions, build

their houses splendidlj^, and add farm to

farm. They do not defend the cause of the

poor and needy; are unmerciful, proud,

avaricious and wanton; do not remember
what is written concerning them, "Go to

now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
miseries that shall come upon you

;
yom-

riches are corrupted, and your garments are

moth-eaten; your gold and silver is can-

kered, and the rust of them shall be a v,'it-

ness against you, and shall eat yoiir flesh

as it w^ere fire," James 5: 1—3. Neither do
3'ou reflect on what David says, "I have
seen the wicked in great power, and spread-

ing himself like the green bay-tree; yet he
passed away, and lo, he was not: Yea, I

sought him, but he coidd not be found," Ps.

37; 35, 36. Ah! what a hard saying which
the Lord uttered, "Woe unto you that are

rich, for ye have received yoiu- consolation,"

Luke 6: 24, and "It is easier for a camel to

go through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God,"
Matt. 19:24.

Zaccheus said to the Lord, "If I have
taken anj^ thing from any man by false ac-
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cusation, I restore liim fonr fold," but our

miserably avaricious, never cease from de-

frauding their neighbor. For the whole,

broad world, both man and woman, are so

greedy after unlawful, shameful gain, that

it cannot be imagined nor related.

Lords and princes daily invent new de-

vices and practices, that they may increase

their dominions, interests, tolls and rents.

They tax, shave, grasp and rob without any
mercy or bounds; they draw the very mar-
row from the bones of the poor, and show
by their actions, that they are companions
of those of whom it is written, " Thy princes

are rebellious, and companions of thieves,"

Isa. 1 : 23. O that he knew Christ, would
repent, cease to do evil, and would reflect

more on love.

Judges, lawyers and advocates also seek

all artifice to get unlawful gain; with few

exceptions they all serve for gifts and mon-
ey, for if they did not expect profit or gain,

I am persuaded that burgomasters and
judges woiild be few in the whole empire.

For the sake of gain, they sit and judge,

and they often encourage causes for the

sake of a fee. Some of them pervert law
and right for the sake of a gift, and do not

reflect on what Jehoshaphat said to the

judges, "Take heed what ye do; for ye
judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is

with you in the judgment; wherefore now
let the fear of the Lord be upon you; take

heed and do it; for there is no iniquity with

the Lord our God, nor respect of persons,

nor taking of gifts," 2 Chron. 19: G, 7.

Captains, knights, servants and such like

bloody men, are ready to serve for the sake
of gain, and swear with uplifted fingers that

they will destroy cities and countries, take

citizens and inhabitants, kill them and take

their possessions from them, although they

never harmed them, nor gave them anj^ prov-

ocation. O God! what execrated, ungodly
abominations and traffic. And still it must
be said, that they protect the country and
people, and that they assist in administer-

ing justice!

Priests, monks and preachers are equally

bent upon unlawful gain. They are not

shocked to make God's only and fu'st be-

gotten Son, his eternal. AlmightyWord and
Wisdom, the one and only everlasting foun-

18

dation of heaven and earth, Jesus Christ,

with his holy apostles, to be open, false wit-

:
nesses, heretics, and deceivers ; for Christ

says, "He that believeth and is baptized,
shall be saved," Mark 16: IG. But they say,
He that believeth and is baptized, is a her-

^

etic, and shall be damned. Clulst says,

"But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments," Matt. 19 : 17. But they

\

say, None can keep God's commandments.
! Paul says. If ye live according to the

\

flesh ye shall die; again, The unrighteous,

di'unkards, the avaricious, the haughty, the
unchaste and the like, shall not inherit the

kingdom of God. But tliey say, We are

poor sinners ; who can always live as the

Scriptures teach? Christ died for sinners,

and the like consolations, whereby they
deny Christ and his word, and thus en-

com-age the whole world, rich and poor,

small and great, in their hardened and
wicked life, that there are, alas, few who
truly repent, or seek after God. They preach
what the ignorant blind world desires, that

they may quietly enjoy the reward of Ba-
laam (their cloisters and stipends, I mean),
that they may lead an epicurian life with-

out care; for they, poor creatures, know not

that they are those of whom it is written,

"Woe unto them ! for they have gone in the

way of Cain, and ran greedily after the er-

ror of Balaam for reward, and perished in

the gainsaying of Core," Jude 1: 11, ac-

i cursed people, 2 Pet. 2. O God, that they

would beware

!

.

The unrighteous merchants and grocers (I

j

say the iinrigldeous, for I do not mean those

who are righteous and pious), together with

all those who deal avariciously and penuri-

ously, are so bent upon accxu'sed gain, that

theyexcludeGod from their hearts. They cen-

sure what they should properly praise, and
praise what they should censure; they lie

and swear; use many vain words; adulter-

ate their merchandise to cheat the people,

and to take what is not their own; they sell,

lend and trast the needy at exorbitant gain

! and usury, never seriously reflecting nor

i

taking to heart, that it stands written, " That

no man go beyond and defraud his brother

in any matter," 1 Thess. 4: G.

I would that they might more seriously

I lay to heart the doctrine of Sirach, "A mer-
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chant shall hardly keep himself from doin.c;

wrong; and a huckster shall not be freed

from sin ; many have sinned for a small

matter, and he that seeketh for abundance
will turn his ej'es away ; as a nail sticketh

fast between the joinings of the stones, so

doth sin stick close between buying and
selling. Unless a man hold himself dili-

gently in the fear of the Lord, his house
shall soon be overthrown," Eccl. 26: 29; 27:

1—3.
This I wTite as a warning to the god-fear-

ing merchants and grocers, so that they will

not imitate the ungodly, lest they be over-

come by avarice, but be circumspect in deal-

ing and beware of dangers.

Some are made thieves, some jnui-derers,

others jugglers, necromancers, some are

whoremongers, others gamblers, others are

betrayers, others become executioners and
tormentors, and also some persecutors and
slayers of the pious, &:c., and all this for

the sake of accursed gain, whereby they

openly testify (because they walk in such a

way and are so bent upon unlawful gain),

that they are of the devil and not of God,
that they have not the faitli and word of

Christ, but in every respect are inimical

and opposed thereto.

Yes, kind reader, the whole world is so

contaminated and involved in this accursed

avarice, fraud, false practices and unbecom-
ing gain, in this false traffic and merchan-
dise, with this finance, usury, and self-inter-

est, that I scarcely know how it could be
worse; yet they are still the priest's and
preacher's christians, and are said to earn

their bread honestly, and to do justice

to all.

Ah! my reader, how different all this is

from the faith, disposition and converted

life of Zaccheus. For if they had the mind,
faith and power of Zaccheus, which we must
have, if we would ever be saved, it is my
opinion that few lords and princes would
continue in their violence and wanton lives;

few riders (knights) and servants in their

ungodly service and deeds of blood ; few
judges, lawyers and advocates in their

courts and offices; few rich persons in the

unlawful use of their riclies; few merchants
and grocers in their usurious and danger-
ous trade; and few preachers, priests and

monks would continue in their incomes, sti-

pends and cloisters. There would soon be
a different state of things ; because it cannot

be, but that the righteous live by faith. Yea,
they would, with joyful heart, say with

Zaccheus, The poor we willingly serve with

our goods, and if we have defrauded any
one, we will gladly satisfy him.

All who, like Zaccheus, rightly receive

Jesus Chri st in the house of their conscien-

ces ; rightly receive the word of Christ as he
did, and be also trulj^ born through the

word; are rightly influenced by the Spirit

of Christ; and are of the same mind with

him, it is impossible that thej^ could de-

fraud any one even of a farthing ; for we see

that the disposition and usage of all true

believers is to injure none on earth; but, as

much as in them is, assist all; to defraud

none, but to do justice to all. As Paul says,

"Let him that stole, steal no more; but

rather let him labor, working with his hands
the thing which is good; that he may have
to give to him tliat needeth," Eph. 4: 28.

But why say much? For my part I do not

know where to find the mighty and the rich;

in what courts we can find judges, lawyers

and advocates ; and in what cities and coun-

tries, merchants and grocers; or what clois-

ters and chm'ches we can look for preach-

ers, priests and monks, who rightly believe

and follow Cluist; who, being regenerated,

penitent and pious, desist from all improp-

er practices, fraud, craftiness, robbery, and
unlawful gain, and say with Zaccheus, Those
whom we have defrauded we will repay fom--

fold. The prophet complains that every one

from the least even unto the greatest, is given

to coA'etousness, Jer. 8: 10.

Since then they are determined upon ac-

cui'sed, abominable avarice, and unlawful

gain, and deal so rudely and plainly con-

trary to love, and none any where repent,

hence, it is evident that they are not in the

church of Christ, for the church of Christ is

called his body and bride in the Scripture.

If the church be his body, she must then be
flesh of liis flesh, and bone of his bone; and
if she be his bride, she must be of his gen-

eration, be righteous, holj^, meek, cliaste,

true, lovely, merciful; yea, hear and be obe-

dient to his voice; tlierefore, Christ cannot

admit of any other members in his church
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but those who are of one heart, spirit and
sonl with him, partakers of his Spirit; who
are dead to all unrighteoiisness, bnry the

old evil life of sin, walk by faith, nnblam-
ably in love, receive the truth joyfully, wil-

lingly serve their neighbor, as did this be-

lieving, regenerated and renewed Zaccheus.

He desired to see Christ, and received him
with joy; he believed his word, and aban-

doned his ungodly life ; he ministered to the

poor, and reconciled those whom he had
defrauded. In short, he proved himself to

be a pious, sincere, regenerated child of God
in all his actions; therefore he heard the

peaceable, joyful word of divine grace,

''This day is salvation come to this house,

forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham,"
Luke 19: 9.

Behold, worthy reader, those who believe,

are penitent and renewed as Zaccheus was,

and walk in love, belong to the chiu'ch and
body ofthe Lord, as Christ himself says, "By
this shall all men know that ye are my dis-

ciples, if ye have love one to another." They
are the living stones of the Lord's temple,
and the true citizens of Jerusalem; in which
neither sorcerers, nor whoremongers, nor
murderers, nor idolaters, nor whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie, have part. Yea,
as long as Zaccheus was such a one, he was
without; for such, says Paul, have neither
lot nor part in the kingdom of God and
of Christ.

But as soon as he believed the word of the
Lord, through faith he repented and turned
himself to love; from that hour he was en-

titled to citizenship, with Clirist himself; the
path of life was opened to him, peace de-
clared, salvation bestowed, and he was ac-

knowledged and received as a joint-heir of
gi-ace, and a child of God, as the Lord says,
This day is salvation come to this house,
&c. For as Christ is holy, so must also his
children, brethren, members, chiu'ch and
bride be holy; for it is waitten, Be ye holy,
for I am holy.

THE MUIIDEKEJI'S FAITH.

The evangelists teach that there were two
malefactors crucified with Christ; the one

on the right hand, and the other on the left.

" One of the malefactors which were hanged,

railed on him, saying. If thou be Christ,

save thyself and ns^ but the other answer-

ing rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear

God, seeing thou art in the same condemna-
tion? And we, indeed justly; for we receive

the due reward of our deeds ; but this man
hath done nothing amiss; and he said unto

Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou com-

est into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto

him, Yerily I say unto thee, To-da^r shalt

thou be with nie in Paradise," Luke 23:

39—43.

Good rM'der, observe particularly what I

write. When we critically view the confes-

;

sion of this evil doer, we are astonished at

the great power, the good nature, the abun-

dance of fruit, si)iritual vision, energetic

love and the free confession of his faith. It

is evident that he had been an abandoned,
[

ungodly reprobate, who neither knew nor
feared God, but maliciously committed all

manner of sins, robbed his neighbor of his

goods and shed his blood. Matthew and
Mark call him a murderer, and Luke calls

him a malefactor. This apijears to be the

case as he testifies himself, that he had to

die for crimes which he had committed.
Notwithstanding all this, as soon as this

malefactor, extended on the cross between
Jerusalem and Mount Calvary, heard in his

last distress, the word of God from the

mouth of the Lord, it wrought in him so

powerfully, that his heart within him was
touched and changed, which led him to seek,

from that moment, the salvation of his fel-

low-men and rebulced his reviling compan-
ion, saying, Fearest thou not God i He con-

fessed his own sins and his maliciousness,

saying, We are receiving according to our
merits and works; and he acknowledged
the condemned Jesus (who was cursed to

die on the cross as one of the most aban-
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doned mcalefactors, by the chief priests,

Pharisees and scribes, and denied of the

people and condemned to death), to be in-

nocent, righteous, pure and without sin,

saying, This one lias done no evil. Besides

this, he also sought grace and mercy of

God, although it appeared to human un-

derstanding that he was denied all mercy,

and every favor both by God and man. For

he was at this time the most rejected and

despised of all men, as the prophet laments,

Isa. 53: 6, and the thief applied to none oth-

er, in heaven or upon earth, than to this

poor, innocent, calumniated, banished and
crucified Jesus; in full confidence drawing

near to him, as the throne of divine grace,

that he might obtain the remission of his

sins, saying, "Lord remember me when thou

comest into thy kingdom."'

I think, this may justly be called, a true,

christian faith, and a truly worthy fruit of

penitence and repentance; and it was noth-

ing else to the Lord, but a refreshing of his

thirsty soul, as a molifying of his deep

wounds, as a consolation of his sore dis-

tress, and as a comfort in his painful suffer-

ings and cruel death, so that he in the same

hour, heard the consoling, joyful word of

divine grace and eternal peace, from Jesus,

namely. Fear not, all tliy sins which thou

didst commit in thy ignorance are cover-

ed, they shall never more be remembered,

either by me or my Father. I pledge my
innocent blood as security ; therefore, be of

good cheer, what thou didst desire, thou

hast already obtained, "To-day shalt thou

be with me in Paradise."

Behold my reader, here you have, in the

malefactor mentioned, a fair example of a

sincere, christian faith, with its properties,

disposition, nature, power and fruits. With
this same murderer, many vain despisers

comfort and flatter themselves in their sin-

ful and impenitent lives, think and say to

themselves, God is merciful; he knows that

we are the children of Adam, if we do not

live as the Scriptures teach, and as they

would have us live, yet we hope, by the

grace of God to be saved, as was the mur-

derer. These poor creatures know not that

the thief will be a sore condemnation to

them ; because they hear the word of the

Lord so often, and believe it not, neither

are they obedient thereto. Ah reader! do
not thus mock God; I fear many will fail

in their hopes in this matter.

Again, I say that all wilful despisers, who
thus say and think in their hearts, must be
eternally convicted by this thief, and shall

stand confounded, for as soon as he heard

the gospel of grace, he received it in a pure

conscience, through faith, and became peni-

tent, regenerated and pious. And these hear

it from year to year, see daily so many fair

fruits, and that it is so gloriously testified

by possessions and blood ; nevertheless,

they remain unbelievers and are hardened
in sin; for they reject the inviting grace,

they resist the operating Spirit, they con-

temn the preached word, they trample un-

der foot the proffered gift, and say, where

are the Scriptures, whereby we may comfort

such unreasonable, shameful scorners, or

promise and proclaim to them the grace

and peace of the Lord ?

I fear they are the sterile, unfruitful earth,

of which Paxil speaks, which drinketh in

the rain of the holy, divine word, that

cometh oft upon it, and nevertheless, bears

only thorns and thistles; are rejected and
nigli unto cursing, which are to be bvuned.

They are those of whom Solomon laments

and says, "How long, ye simple ones, will

ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight

in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

Because I have called, and ye refused ; I

have stretched out my hand and no man re-

garded; but ye have set at naught all my
coimsel, and would none of my reproof, I,

also will laugh at your calamity ; I willmock
when your fear cometh and when distress

and anguish cometh upon you, then shall

they call upon me, but I will not answer,"

Prov. 1 : 22—28. But because they do not

look for light, he will turn it into the shad-

ow of death, and make it gross darkness.

The murderer believed as soon as he
heard. O! that they would do so; and
think upon what David said, "To-day, if

ye will hear his voice, hardeil''*not youi-

hearts as in the provocation," Heb. 3: 15.

The murderer heard but once and believed,

and these hear it so often, and yet they be-

lieve not. He heard and was changed; but

these hear and continue the same, and
harden their hearts yet more and more.
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He reproved his reviling (?ompanion, and
,

admonished him, tliat he should fear God;
:

but these blaspheme and revile all the faith-

fi;l who do so ; and love those who hate the
!

truth. He unreservedly confessed his sins

and wickedness, without fear; but these, no

matter however avaricious, drunken, proud,

unchaste, unclean, envioiis and idolatrous

they are, do not confess their transgressions

and sins, and when called to repent and re-
\

form, they say. Yea, what have we done?

He acknowledged that Christ's kingdom
was not earthly, for he said, JMieii tJtou

\

comest into tliy Idngdom ; but tliese have all

'

their pleasures in gold and silver, in eating

and drinking, in splendor and wantonness,

and in the perishable, visible riches of the

world ; they do not regard the invisible, eter-

nal riches, which Christ out of grace, has be-

stowed upon all his believers, and merited

them by the shedding of his precious blood.

He confessed the poor, condemned, cruci-

fied Jesus before all the rulers, priests, Phar-

;

isees and before the people, and acknowl-

edge him as his Savior and Lord; but these,

alas! deny his Almighty Majesty, his heav-

enly origin and glory, and do not regard

his judgment. Spirit, word, ordinances, com-

mands, sacraments and promises, although

he has seated himself as a triumphant and
conquering prince, at the right hand of the

Father, and has received all power, both in
]

heaven and upon earth, in eternal glory of

,

the Father.
j

He sought mercy, favor and the foi'give-

;

ness of his sins, of Christ ; but these seek

it of their preachers, priests and monks,
through masses, confessions, absolution,

bread and wine, holy water and the like

superstitions and abominations.

He heard, because he believed on Christ,

the pleasing words, To-day tlioxi slialt he

witJt me in Paradise ; but these shall hear,

becaxise they believe not on Christ, the dread-

ful, intolerable and awful sentence. Depart

from me ye cursed into eDerlastinr/fire. Their

faith was unlike, as will also be their re-

ward. Let all mockers take this to heart.

And thus, take notice, finally this peni-

tent sinner will rise up against those who
have comforted themselves with him in their

sins, and criminate and condemn them be-

fore the face of his Majesty. For they hav-

ing so often heard the sweet melody of the

divine word, and never Avere grateful, nor
ever learned or believed it with open and
renewed hearts; but the murderer heard it

but once, and immediately believed. Ah

!

dear children, beware and seek Christ while
he may be found, and call on him while he
is yet near, lest his anger go forth, and the
lire of his fierce wrath consume you.
Think you, O perverted scorners ! that

you can receive or reject faith, repentance,

sorrow for sin, and the grace of God, at

pleasiu-e? O no! Holy Paul says, "Even
as they did not like to retain God in their

knowledge, God gave them over to a repro-

bate mind," Rom. 1 : 28. That sentence shall

be passed upon all proud scorners. Chil-

di-en beware

!

Notice this parable. There is a very rich

potentate, emperor or king, whom I, through
great ignorance, hated all my days ; he had
compassion upon me, and because I am
such a poor man, he, through his faithful

servants, tendered me not only his favor

and friendship, but also a great sum of

gold, many precious stones and gems, and
all this out of love and compassion; and I

am so ungrateful, that I will not only not

give meat and drink to the faithful servants

of this kind prince, who loves me dearly,

for these great favors ; but I turn them with

ignominy and disgrace, out of doors, throw
mud and stones at them, put them into pris-

on and bonds, deprive them of property

and life, take the i^roffered gifts, place them
in a closet, and trample them under foot,

&c., and inform the prince. That I do not

now desire his jiresents, but if he will, in

the course of one or ten years offer them
again, then I will perhaps, make up my
mind and receive them and tender my
thanks for the favors. Now, I will allow

yoii all to judge, whether it would be right

that such a prince should again offer his

favor, since I treated him and his sen-ants

so perfidiously? Or whether he should not

miich more turn his favor into displeasm'e,

and his love into wrath toward me, for my
presumptuous tyi'anny, haughty rejection

of his favors, and severely punish me ? I

thinlc, you would award me his punishment

and not his grace.

Thus it is with you. O you scorners ! The
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merciful Lord, whose riches and grace are

immense, has graciouslj^ pitied us in these

abominable, last days, and had compassion

on onr great blindness and deadly poverty,

although we hated his hol}'^ will from our

infancy, and througli his faithful servants

freely offered us his beloved Son with his

holy word, Spirit, merits, ordinances and
example, tendered us his grace, peace and
eternal life, kingdom, inheritance, joy and
glory, together with the remission of our

sins; he dug about its and fostered us, bar-

ren trees, for many years. He calls and
teaches daily, through his chosen, who wil-

lingly sacrifice possession and life as a tes-

timony ; he puts at variance the father

against the son, and the son against the

father; the mother against the daughter,

and the daughter against the mother; the

members of the family against one another,

and friend against friend, &c. Some he suf-

fers to be cb-iveu about in strange countries,

in tribulation, in sori'ow, in misery, in fear,

in want, in vexation, in deserts, in moun-
tains, in dens and in caves of the earth. He
gives signs in the sun, moon, and the stars

in heaven; in earthquakes, war, pestilence,

new diseases, famine, and unheard of won-

ders upon the earth. Asa hen gathers her

chickens, he would gather us under the

wings of his love; and as a faitliful shep-

herd of his sheep, he would bring us to the

right fold of his grace ; bring us into the

chamber of his covenant, and kiss us with

the lips of his peace; wash us from all our

uncleanness, and make us his bride; re-

deem us from the dominion of hell and
death, and lead us into the kingdom of

heaven, and of eternal life. In short, he
would release us from the power of dark-

ness and the devil, and receive us and make
us holy as his chosen children and heirs.

But, alas, in relation to you, it is alto-

gether vain; as already said, his proffered

grace and word you reject; you persecute

and kill his faithful sen^ants and ministers;

you defame and blaspheme the imblamable,

pious life, together with the confession of

the saints ; you scoff at his gi-eat signs, won-
ders and reproofs, and your faces are like

those of the lecherous, and your hearts as

diamonds; you are neither ashamed, nor
will jou be converted; you say yntTa. per-

verted scorners. Depart from us, for we de-

sire not tlie knowledge of thy ways. What
is the Almighty, that we should serve him ?

And wliat proiit should we have, if we pray
to him ? Job 21 : 14, 15.

Since then, you are so ungrateful to your
God, yea, are altogether vain and insulting

towards him, who has shown to us, from
the beginning, such great mercy, that you
entirely reject and disregard his paternal

admonitions, chastisings, doctrines, com-
mands, obedience to his holy word, and the

innocent blood of his saints, together with

all his great powers and miracles
;
yea, you

consider them as mere deception and here-

sy ; that you do not regard the clay of grace

;

that you inconsiderately trample under foot

Christ and his holy Spirit, gospel, regenera-

tions, faith, sacraments, death and blood,

together with all his other spiritual riches

and heavenljr gifts; and that you do not

fear, seek, love, honor thank nor serve the

Almighty, immortal, only and eternal God;
and still hope that you will be saved with

the murderer, then I tell and warn you in

sincere love, while it is yet to-day, that youi*

hopes will not be realized, for when you.

think to find him, he wall then hide himself

from you; he will turn his fierce countenance

upon you, as the Scriptures say, "Then
shall they call upon me, but I will not an-

swer; they shall seek me early, but they

shall not find me," Prov. 1 : 28.

I therefoi'e entreat and exhort my readers

in general ; to hear while you have ears, and
see while you have eyes; understand while

you have hearts; awaken and watch while

you have time and si)ace, lest j'our ears,

eyes, hearts, and opportunities be taken

from you, and you become deaf, blind, im-

penitent, hardened and perverted.

Friends, beware! now it is to-day, yester-

day is past; to-morrow is not promised us.

Short is tlie time; behold, the judge is at

the door, therefore delay not, to turn unto

the Loi'd, and defer it not from day to day;

for his wrath will soon overtake you. Late
repentance, says Augustine, is seldom true;

but if true, it never is too late. Repent while
j^ou enjoy health, says he, that you maybe
certain.

Therefore, do as did the thief or murder-

er, for, as soon as he heard, he believed.
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Do you also thus hear, and thus believe,

for the eyes of the Lord are upon the faith-

ful. The Savior says, those who hunger

and thirst after righteousness, shall be filled;

those who seek, shall find; those who ask,

shall receive; those wlio knock, to them it

shall be opened. But if yon refuse, when
he seeks to bestow his grace upon you, he

will also refuse when you seek him, and
would fain obtain his grace. "They that

despise me," saith the Lord, "shall be light-

ly esteemed," 1 Sam. 3: 30.

Therefore, seek while it is day, that you
may find ; ask, that you may receive ; hear,

that you may believe ; believe, that you
may do ; and do, that you may live ; for,

from hearing, cometh faith ; out of faith,

doctrine; on obedience, the fulfilment of the

promise depends.

For this reason all things are imputed to

faith in the Scriptures ; such as true re-

pentance, regeneration, sanctification of the

heart ; the righteousness which avails be-

fore God ; the blessing of salvation and
everlasting life; for faith is the source and
cause of all good, as is fully related.

Seeing, then, that this is the true and
proper ground of the Scriptures, as we have

briefly explained, you will then have to

confess that all wilful scorners are put to

sliame in tlieir doings, by the thief, and

' that he will be their accuser in the day of

the Lord, as the Lord says of the Mnevites, .

and of the Queen of the South.

All who hear and believe the word of

Christ, and are turned by the power of faith

with all their hearts to Christ, acknowledge
Christ openly, by an unblamable, pious

life, before all the world, confidently seek

his grace and mercy, &c.; to them he is a

! glorious comforter, a precious balm and
liniment in their troubled and wounded
consciences, by which they may see and
know God's unbounded favor, mercy and
love, towards all truly penitent sinners, if

they have sinned ever so long and heinous-

1
ly, that they by faith may satisfy their souls

:
with him, and not doubt the grace of God
on account of their sinful lives in which they

formerly walked; for the Lord did not with-

j

hold his grace, nor did he say, 'No, thief,

your sins are too great and numerous, and
you also have sinned too long. But as soon

as he saw his new heart, and heard him
confessing, he bestowed his grace iipon the

poor, distressed sinner, and forgave him all

his sins, and said, To-day thouslialt he with

me in Paradise; for he tliat heJievetli on me
lias eternal life. The prophet also says. If

the righteous turn from liis unrighteousness

and does righteously, I will not remember
his unrio-hteousness which he did.

FAITH OF THE SINFUL WOMAN.

Luke says, "One of the Pharisees desired

Jesus that he would eat with him, and he

went into the Pharisee's house, and sat

down to meat; and behold, a woman of the

city, which was a sinner, when she knew
that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's

,

house, brought an alabaster box of oint-

,

ment, and stood at his feet, behind him,
j

weeping, and began to wash liis feet with '

tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of

;

her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed

them with the ointment," Luke 7: 36—38.

Here we again learn to know, in the case

of this sinner, what kind of a heart, dispo-

sition, fruit and life, a sincere, true Chris-

tian faith produces. She was possessed of

seven devils (if she was the woman called

Mary Magdalene, whom the evangelists

mention), and as it appears, lived accord-

ing to the inclinations of her flesh, for she

is called a sinner in the Scriptiu-es, so long

as the Lord had not called her out of dai'k-

ness into light, from lies unto truth. As
soon as she heard his word, she with eager-

ness received it in a sincere and renewed

heart, by which she, who was a great sin-

ner, became a penitent and pious woman.
Herirnrighteous, carnal heartwaS so warmed
and touched, that her eyes streamed with

tears, that she wet the feet of the Savior
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therewith. Her hair she used as a towel to

wipe his feet; her avarice was quelled; she

anointed his head and feet with precious

ointment, which might have been sold for

three hundred pence ; lier proiid heart was
humbled; she did not seek the highest seat

at the table, but she sat mournfiillj at the

feet of the Lord, and heard his blessed

word.
A'Slien the Pharisee saw this, he murmur-

ed; Christ said to him, "Simon, seest thou

this woman? I entered into thine house,

thou gavest me no water for my feet; but

she hath washed my feet with tears, and
wiped them with the hairs of her head.

Thou gavest me no kiss, but this Avoman.

since the time I came in, hath not ceased to

kiss mj' feet. My liead with oil thou didst

not anoint; biit this woman hath anointed

my feet with ointment. AVherefore I say

unto thee,, her sins, whicli are many, are

forgiven; for she loved mucli, but to whom
little is forgiven the same loveth little. And
he said Tinto her. Thy sins are forgiven;***

thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace,"

Liike7:44—48, 50.

Beloved reader, take notice that all the

proud, haughty, avaricious, carnal and
adulterous, who call themselves Christians,

but who are by no means such, testify by
their disposition, heart, mind and walk that

they hate and are inimical to Christ, are

shamed and reproved by this regenerated,

penitent sinner, in all their actions ; for

through her faith she changed her proud,

haughty and obdurate heart into an liumble,

contrite and broken one.

They say that they believe, and yet there

are no limits nor bounds to their accursed

wantonness, foolisli pomp, show of silks, vel-

vet, costly clothes, gold-rings, chains, silver

belts, pins, buttons, curiously adorned shirts,

handkerchiefs, collars, veils, aprons, velvet

shoes, slippers and such like foolish finer}';

never regarding that the enlightened apos-

tles, Peter and Paul have, in plain and ex-

press words forbidden this to all christiaii

women. If this is forbidden to women how
much more then should men abstain from
it, who are the leaders and heads of their

women. Notwithstanding all this they still

want to be called the christian chui-ch.

Every one makes an ostentatious display;

' yea, sometimes goes beyond his ability to

pay. One is desirous to excel another in

foppery, or at least to be equal with him.

And does not reflect that it is written, "Love
not the world, neither the things that are in

, the world. If any man love the world, the
' love of the Father is not in him; for all that

is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not

of the Father, but is of the world; and the

world passeth away, and the lust thereof;

but he that doetli the will of God abideth

for ever," 1 John 2: 15—17.

I

Again, I say, this sinful woman believed,

and from that moment she was freed from
disgraceful sins, for the unclean devil was
cast out, as you have heard. But what abom-
inable, disgraceful unchastity. adulter}' and
fornication is practiced among many men
and women (who boast that they believe),

in many cities and countries, is best known
to him before whose eyes all things are

I

open; and, alas, not wholly concealed be-

fore men. It is manifest that ilie world is

full of lasciviousness, adulterers, fornica-

[

tors, sodomites, buggerers, bastards and il-

legitimate children, and, alas, it has come
' so far, that they live at peace and liber-

ty, notwithstanding that God commanded
through Moses, that both the adulterer and
adulteress should die, Deut. 22: 22; that

j

there should be neither whores nor whore-

mongers in Israel, and the illegitimate chil-

dren even to the tenth generation were not

' to be admitted into the congregation of the
' Lord. And further, It was the express com-

mand and ordinance of God, that if any
one in Israel had intercoiu'se with a virgin,

' who was not betrothed or engaged, he was
compelled to marry her, if her father con-

:
sented, and was not to put her away all his

; days, because he humbled her, Exod. 22: IC.

Ah ! reader, reflect upon what the last

command contains. They all boast, how-
ever lascivious they are, that they are spir-

' itual Israelites, that they have the triith,

and are baptized in the name of Christ, and
yet they are not ashamed to reduce their

poor, weak sisters, who are comprised with

them in the same faith, baptism, holy Suja-

per and worship, to poor, deluded and de-

graded strumpets, against all Scripture and
cliristian love; although God's own word.
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and tlie quoted command tell them, that if

they have lain with them, they should mar-
ry them and never forsake them. If they

would more seriously reflect upon these

things, many a disgraced one would be
saved of her shame, whereas now, many a
child is so unmercifully disgraced and many
a girl and virgin bereaved of her honor and
virtue.

I wTite you the truth in Christ, you may
believe it if you will, that if you are a chris-

tian or would be one, and have seduced but

one poor child with your subtle attempts

and pretences, and if you would not lose

your soul, you will have to marry her and
not forsake her, nor cast her from j'ou; for

you have humbled her, as heard. Behold,

this is the Lord's own word and law. All,

therefore, who knowingly despise this law
of God, and reject the disgraced and marry
another, will have to confess before God that

the_^/'.9^ our. is his wife, and not the lad one.

0, you violators of female chastit}', reflect

upon these things and learn wisdom.
Would you say that this command has

reference only to Israel and not to the chris-

tian, I would then ask you in the flrst place,

Whether you consider yourself to be a chris-

tian or not? If you say no, do then all you
can, and look for the judgment threatened

to all out of Christ. But if you say yes, then

the matter is already decided, that she must
be 3"0ur wife. For a christian miist not live

with a sister, in such a manner as to make
her a prostitue. O no ! the Scriptiires teach,

that christians are members of Christ, and
not whores and profligates. I hope this

blunt language will be understood.

In the second place*I ask. Which of the

two people should be the more holy and
virtuous, the literal or the spiritual ? If you
say the literal, then you have exalted Moses
with his people and service above Christ,

which thing is evidently opposed to all

Scripture. But if you say the spiritual,

then the matter is again decided that she

must be your wife; then the literal must
not make his sister to be a prostitute, much
less the spiritual, which is the Lord's own
body, brother, sister, generation and bride.

In the third place, I ask. Whether the com-
mand. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-

self, is not given to the christians as well as
19

to Israel? If you say no yoTi have denied
the whole New Testament, which teaches

and earnestly insists upon the love of our
neighbor. But if you say i/e.s; then I saj-

for the third time, that she must be your le-

gitimate wife. Because you did, contrary

to the command of love, so abominabh^ dis-

grace and humble her, therefore, the Script-

ures teach that 5"ou are to restore lier to

honor, and that you shall take her to be
your wife. Let ever}' one see to it. the com-
mands of love will ever remain. Blessed
are theywho take heed to them and observe

them in fear.

In the fourth place I ask. Whether there

is any one who, with a good conscience, can
transgress and break the command of God ?

If you say yes, then you deny the Script-

ures, which teach, that we shall walk in the

ways of the Lord and keep his command-
ments. But if you say no, then I tell you
the fourth time, that she is, and must be
your wife; for it is the command of God,
firmly based upon love, that if you have
lain Avith a virgin, you should marry her

and never forsake her, as heard.

Behold, my reader, here you are more
than plainly taiight what the word of the

Lord teaches in regard to this matter. And
if you continue so ungodly as to transgress

the command of the Lord by disgracing one,

and marrying another, you may read the

consequences in 1 Cor. 6: 9, 10, unless you
sincerely repent.

This I write by no means, to encourage

him who has, in days gone b.y, ignorantl.v

done so, to leave the wife whom he after-

ward married, and take in her stead the

disgraced one; not at all, for I doubt not

but that the merciful Father will gracious!}'

overlook the errors of those who have igno-

rantly done so, and who will hencefortli

fear, and willingly obey his commands.
But I write this, that every one should

guard himself against such disgrace, and
reflect more profoundly upon tlie command
of the Lord and of love, and observe how
Clirist is so wholly neglected by the world:

for, alas, they are generally influenced b}'

their accursed lusts, whether the}' are lords,

princes, priests, monks, noble or ignoble,

citizens or peasants; with few exceptions,

they are so much inflamed, that they follow
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this unbecoming, devilish disgi'ace of ac-

cursed lechery, like the dog pursues the

hare. They are, says Jeremiah 5:8, as

fed horses in the morning, every one neigh-

ed after his neighbor's vrife. There is noth-

ing that can deter or prevent them from

this accursed abomination, neither natural

honor, nor Moses, with all his threatenings,

neither the prophets, nor Christ Jesus him-

self, nor the apostles, neither heaven nor

the angels; yea, neither hell nor devil; nei-

ther life nor death ; if they can^only satisfy

their unchaste, disgraceful lust, then all is

well with them

.

They are whoil}" bent upon this ; some
they seduce with fair words, others by false

promises and gifts, some by giving them
wine to drink; by dancing, and songs of

levity, some by courteous llatter}% by amo-
rous tenderness, and the like artifice; _yea,

some deceive by their atfected sighings and
weepings, so that they can only accomplish

their ungodly designs, and gratify their

lusts, then all is right, and they rejoice.

But they do thereb}^ incense Almighty God,

transgress his holy word, disgrace their

neighbor, do violence to tlie law of love, de-

file the marriage bed, violate virgins, have
illegitimate children and destroy their poor
souls eternally; about all this they care

nothing. They say, this is our portion and
our lot and nothing else.

I, therefore, say with Moses, Cursed be
they of God, Avho do works of iniquity ; and
all the people shall say. Amen. And with

Job, That hell will consume them, as drought

and heat consume the snow-waters ; with

Paul, That God will judge them; and with

John, Their part is in the lake which burn-

eth with lire and brimstone, which is the

eternal (second) death. Ah! that these poor
people would take heed, believe and observe

the words of the Lord.

In the second place, I write this; that

every one might awaken, sincerely repent,

and weep over his past disgraceful conduct

before God, lest he cast him off eternally;

but be gracious to him for the sake of the

blood of his Son; and no more defile the

bed of his neighbor, nor disgrace virgins,

])ut live in all honor, each with his own wife

;

that the unmarried keep free from lechery,

and if he cannot restrain himself, let Mm

seek a pious wife in the fear of God; and
he that has transgressed, and has not taken
another, that he honor the disgraced one,

and according to christian love and the word
of God, extricate her from her degraded
state; thus teacliing their children, and chil-

dren's children, from generation to genera-

tion, even as Tobias did his Son, saying,

Beware of all whoredom, my son, and take

not a strange woman, but keep to your own
wife.

"Know ye not," says Paul, "that your
bodies are the members of Clirist ? Shall I

then take the members of Christ and make
them the members of a harlot? God forbid,"

1 Cor. G: 15. Again, he says, "For this is

the will of God, even your sanctification,

that ye should abstain from fornication

;

that every one of j^ou should know how to

possess his vessel (body) in sanctification

and honor; not in the lust of concupiscence,

even as the gentiles which know not God,
for God has not called us unto uncleanness,

but unto holiness," 1 Thes. 4: 3—7. Yes,

good reader, ti'ue believers have to lead an
honorable and chaste life ; that not as much
as adultery, lechery, and unchastity be pri-

vately or openly mentioned among them;

if any one among them, only mention it, it

is an abomination, for thus it becomes the

saints to live.

As we find many wicked men who shame-

fully seduce poor, simple hearts; so on the

other hand we find impudent women and
girls, who are often the first cause that such

disgrace is sought and sometimes practiced

upon them. Although many are not guilty

of the deed, nevertheless .they are not guilt-

less, that they mak»so free with other men
and associates in open triflings, singing,

dancing, drinking, kissing, courting, flirt-

ing, and the like vanity and abominations,

whereby they kindle the fire of base pas-

sions, which continue till consumed, as may
be seen.

O how propei'ly Siracli admonishes us,

when he says, "Meet not with an harlot,

lest thou fall into her snares ; use not much
the company of a woman that is a singer,

lest thou be taken with her attempts; gaze

not on a maid, that thou fall not by those

things that are precious in her; give not thy

Boul unto harlots, that thou lose not thine
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inheritance; look not round abont thee in

the streets of the city, neitlier wander thon

in the solitary places thereof; turn away
thine eye from a beautiful woman, and
look not upon another's beauty; for many
have been deceived by the beauty of a wom-
an; for herewith love is kindled as a lire.

Sit not at all with another man's wife, nor

sit down with her in thine arms, and sj)end

not thy money with her at the wine; lest

thine heart incline imto her, and so through

thy desire, thou fall into destruction," Sir.

9: 3—9.
Were it now so, that the aforementioned

married and unmarried women were true

believers, even as was the sinful woman,
they would tiien also fear the Lord, they

would abandon all vanity and ungodly ac-

tions, and lay snares for none, nor give any
occasion for evil ; yea, would walk honora-

bly and modestly ; avoid all manner of

pride and superfluitj^, and make, or desire

no other clotJies than those necessary and
comfortable for their daily labor. They
would not frequent the idolatrous temple

and idle banquets, for which occasions this

pompous show is generally gotten up.

The sinful woman adorned her soul and
not her outward appearance, for she be-

lieved; but these adorn their bodies, and
not their soiils, for they believe not.

The sinful woman sighed and wept, was
afraid of the wrath and judgment of the

Lord, for she saw that she had done wi'ong,

and sinned; biit these laugh and sing, dance
and pi'ance about, and do not see their enor-

mous misdeeds, and great sins, and there-

fore, they do not fear the wrath and judg-

ment of the Lord.

She was compassionate and merciful; an-

ointed the head and the feet of the Lord,

and found the true worship; but these are

unmercifiil and cruel, and know of no other

worship than to go to the chapel to receive

holy water; to offer tapers and wax-candles

to blind blocks and images; to offer masses
and vespers; to call upon the departed saints

for help ; to confess once or twice a year to

their idolatrous, drunken, lascivious priests

;

to receive their bread of abomination and
absolution, and the like superstitions and
delusions.

The sinful woman sought the company of

the righteous; but these seek the company
of the unrighteous. They visit each other
to talk all manner of foolishness; to injure

their neighbor's reputation; to defame and
backbite; to speak disgi-acefully of one an-
other, speak of costly furniture, houses,
goods and handsome companions, men and
tine clothing. In short, their works openly
show that they have not the faith of the sin-

ful woman, and belong not to the congrega-
tion of the righteous.

The sinful woman sat at the feet of Jesus
and heard his holy word; but these hear
teachers, who can tickle their ears, and
preach to please them. In short, why need
I say much ? it is, O God ! so corrupted,

that we hnd the whole world tilled with fool-

ish men and women, I mean spiritually,

deaf ears, unenlightened hearts; tiie blind
are leading the blind, and they will all fall

into the pit of eternal death, imless they are
again enlightened, if we believe it to be true

what the mouth of the Lord has taught us;

for their doctrine, sacraments, and worship
are altogether false ; their unbelief, and car-

nality prevail every where.

Behold, reader, here take notice, how vast-

ly this sinfirl woman differs after conversion
in her faith and conduct, from tlie faith and
conduct of the world. They are like the sin-

ful woman before her conversion, but not
after conversion. Whether such are believ-

ers, I will let the sensible reader to reHect

upon with the Spirit and word of the Lord.
I know of a certainty, that a proud, haugh-

ty, avaricious, selfish, unchaste, lecherous,

wi'angling, en\ious, disobedient, idolatrous,

false, Ij'ing, unfaithful, thievish, defaming,

backbiting, blood-thirsty, unmerciful and
revengeful man, whosoever he may be, is

no christian, even if he was baptized one
himdred times, and attended the Lord's Sup-

per daily; for it is not the sacraments, or

the signs, such as haptism and the Lord's

Supper, but a sincere, christian faith, with

its unblamable, pious fruits, represented by
the sacraments, that makes a true christian

and has the promise of life.

Here, neither masses, holy water, holy

days, rosaries, auaicular confession nor ab-

solution, avail ; only a believing, contrite,

broken heart, spirit and mind, a penitent,

changed, new heart, a pious life, dead unto
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sin, according to the trutli will avail. Such

was the confession and repentance of the

sinful woman, and she also heard immedi-

ately, Tliy sins mr.forgiven, tJ/?/faith hath

saved thee, f/o -in- peace.

But the abominable, auricular confession

which is so highly esteemed by the world,

is nothing but hypocrisy, human righteoiis-

ness and superstition, open delusion of un-

believers, a false hope of the impenitent sin-

ner, and a subtle invention of gain by the

avaricious priests, whereby they set aside

triie confession and repentance, and com-

fort and encourage the world in their reck-

less, ungodly life.

But if you would rightly confess and re- :

pent, and receive true absolution of God, then

approach him with a believing, penitent and 1

regenerated heart, with a sorrowing, broken,

distressed mind, leave off sinning, do justice
|

to your neighbor, love, aid, serve, reprove

and comfort him, and if you have sinned
|

agaiust him, or deceived him, acknowledge
|

it to him aud reconcile him. Behold, this
i

is the only true confession and penance,
j

which is taught in the word of God. The
Lord grant that you may rightly under-

stand, and perform this confession and re-

pentance.

I, therefore, entreat and desire all women,
through the mercy of the Lord, to take this

sinful, sorrowingwoman as a pattern and fol-

low her faith, humble yourselves before the

Lord, and reprove your avarice, pride, ob-

scenity and all manner of evil. Let all your
thoiights be pure, and let yoxu' words be
circumspect and seasoned. And whatsoever
you do, that do in the name and fear of the

Lord Jesus, and do not adorn yourselves

with gold, silver, costly pearls, and embroid-

ered hair; but dress yourselves in such ap-

parel, as becomes women professing god-

liness, and which is serviceable. Be obe-

dient to your husbands in all reasonable

things, so that those who do not believe

may be gained by your upright, pioiis con-

versation without the word, as Peter says.

Eemain within your houses and gates,

except you have something of importance
to do, such as attending to your temporal
concerns, to administer to the needy, to hear

the word of the Lord, or to attend upon his

holy sacraments, &c. Attend faithfully to

yoiu' charge, to your children, house and
domestics, and to all that is commanded
you, and walk in all things like the sinful

woman did after her conversion; that you
may be true daughters of Sarah, believing

women, sisters of Chiist, and joint heii-s of

a future life, 1 Pet. 3: 6; then you shall

hear the gracious words, 77^2/ '^™* ^'>'<^
f"^''-

given, thyfaith hath saved tJiee, go in peace.

FAITH OF THE WOMAN OF CANAAN'.

Matthew writes that Jesus was in the land

of Gennesaret, and says, " Then Jesus went

thence and departed into the coasts of Tyre

and Sidon, and behold, a woman of Canaan
came out of the same coasts, and cried unto

liim, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord,

thou son of David ; my daughter is giiev-

oiisly vexed with a devil ; but he answered

her not a word. And his disciples came and

besought him, saying, Send her away, for

she crieth after tis; but he answered and

said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep

of the house of Israel. Then she came and

worshipped him, saying. Lord help me.

But he answered and said, It is not meet to

take the children's bread and to cast it to

the dogs; and she said. Truth, Lord; yet

the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from
their masters' table. Then Jesus answered
and said to her, woman, great is thyfaith;
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her

daughter was made whole from that very

hour," Matt. 15:21—28.
Here you again have a tine example and

pattern of a sincere, christian faith ; for

Avhen this woman perceived how powerfully

Jesus preached grace, and hearing besides

that he could do what he desired, that he
manifested love and mercy, and that he sent

none away comfortless, she unhesitatingly
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approached him, not doubting his grace,

mercy, love and power, although she was
not heard at the first or second request. She
was importunate both in her faith and pray-

er, with siich a desire that slie might par-

take of the spiritual crumb of his mercy,

and obtain relief for her poor daughter.

Yea, she manifested such a faith, constan-

cy, humility and piety, that the Lord said

to her, "0 woman, great is tliy foitli; he it

unto tTiee even as tJiou loilt."

Faithful reader, observe; were we with
spiritual eyes rightly to look upon this

woman's faith and fruits, we would be aptly

taught of her, especially in two particulars.

For, as soon as she heard that the Lord
taught pure mercy, grace, repentance and
reformation, preached the kingdom of God,
raised the dead, made the blind see, the

deaf hear, the cripples walk, the leprous

clean, healed the sick, and cast out unclean

spirits; that he reproved the scribes, phari-

sees and the common people, for their un-

belief, perverseness, blind hypocrisy and
carnal lives, and testified that he was the

prophet and Messiah, promised in the law
and the prophets, whereby his fame spread
abroad through all Jiidea and the adjacent

countries ; hearing all this, her tender heart

and mind were so turned to him, through
such testimonies, miracles, doctrines and
deeds of love, that she did not doubt Jiis

mercy, power, goodness and grace ; she

therefore, went to him wath a sincere desire,

in sure and true faith, trusting with all her

heart, that he would not deny her humble
prayer, but that he would graciously hear

and grant it; and she also obtained what
she desired.

She heard and believed; she saw and con-

fessed. But these insane people imagine
that they are christians, but are, according

to my understanding, greater disbelievers,

blinder, more hardened and worse than
Turks, Tartars, or any of the lieathens.

Their works testify that I write the truth ;

and they cannot be moved to hear, or obey
the truth by godly means and services; nei-

ther by doctrine nor exhortation, neither by
the unblamable lives nor the innocent blood
of saints, which is daily shed before their-

eyes, as has been mentioned before, when
treating of i\i%faith of the murderer.

The movement and doctrine of the holy
divine word, we have had in Germany a
number of years, and have it yet daily more
abundantlj^, in such power and clearness,

that they may plainly see that it is the fin-

ger and work of the Lord. For the haughty
are humbled, the avaricious are made kind,
the di-unkards become sober, the unchaste
made pure, &c., and dare not indulge in a
single thought, or word, or act contrary to

the will, word and Spirit of the Lord, and
they receive it with such an aifection, that
they do not fear to forsake father, mother,

;
husband, wife, children and possessions,

' nay willingly suffer death on account of it.

I

For many of them are burned, drowned,
i killed with the sword, apprehended, exiled,

\

and their property confiscated; yet all this

!
avails nothing witli these obdurate people.
If it is but reported (when an innocent sheep
has been slaughtered), that he was an ana-
baptist, it is sufficient; they never inquire

:
what he professed and what scriptural

I

grounds he had; what his conduct and life

I
were, whether he injured any one, or not.

Neither do they reflect, that it must be a
' special power and work which restrains one
wholly from drunkenness, lasciviousness,

pomp and pride, from all vanity, abomina-
ble lying, carnal life and from all idolatry

;

I

and constrains him to all sobriety, chastity,

i

meekness, piety, truth, and the true wor-
sliip, on account of which, we have to hear
all manner of disgrace, and to endure per-

j

secution and misery, and so often endure
the loss of life, as you may see.

:
If a thief is led to the gallows or a mur-

derer is broken upon the wheel, or if a male-
factor is punished with death every one in-

quires wliat he has done. He is not sen-

tenced by the judges as long as they do not

imderstand fully the ground and truth of

his evil deed; but if an innocent, contrite

christian, whom the gracioiTS Lord has res-

cued from the evil, imgodly ways of sin,

and placed in the way of his peace, is ac-

I

cased by the priests and preachers, and
placed before the judges they deem him un-

worthy of an impartial examination, in re-

lation to what reasons or Scriptures move
him that he will not hear his priests and
preachers, nor have his children baptized,

nor attend their service, nor longer eat and
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drink with them, and serve the devil. Isor

do they desire to know why he reformed

his life and received the baptism of Clirist,

or what urges him that he willingly suffers

or even would die for his faith. The}^ only

ask, 7s he baptized? If he answers in the af-

firmative, the sentence is fixed, that he must

die.

All who see or hear such miracles of Al-

mighty God that such jjoor, imlearned men,

yea, sometimes, poor, feeble women, or

girls, are so fortified in God that they fear

neither judge nor execiitioner; that neither

fire nor water, neither halter nor sword, nei-

ther life nor death can deter them from their

faith. These persecutors do not inquire what

they did, whether they are traitors to their

country or city, whether they have taken

the property of others, or disgraced some

one's daughter or wife ; or whether they

did any thing, not in accordance with the

word of God, with common honesty and

natural probity? O no ! So much discretion

and love are not to be found. If they only

have the word of the Lord, and believe it

and fully obey his commands and ordinan-

ces, and gladly regulate their poor, weak
lives by the truth; then they are called reb-

els by the lords; heretics by the learned;

and are adjudged by the common people

as well desei-ving such cruel punishments

and disgraceful death. Behold, thus has

the murderous, blood-thirsty devil deceived

the whole world, through his priests and
preachers; yea, that I fear, scarcely one is

to be found among a hundred thousand,

who will lay to heart such a strong faith,

obedience, frankness, power, great suffering

and ignominious death, so that he would

once reflect upon his abominable unbelief,

disgraceful wickedness and presumptuous,

carnal life, or doubt the doctrine of his

teachers, sacraments, their lives and wor-

ship. How truly did the prophet say, "The
righteous perisheth and no man layeth it to

heart," Isa. 67: 1. There cannot be found

beneath the wide canopy of heaven, a more
hardened unbelief, more jterverse, scornful,

obdurate wickedness, more accursed mad-
ness, more execrated ungodliness, or a worse

state of things than that which is related.

If there is a report of war and warriors,

the whole land is in dismay, great and

small, citizens and peasants; defensive arm-

or is provided; they watch and make ready

for defcMise as much as possible. Or if they

hear of famine or pestilence, then all trem-

ble, who have come to years of understand-

ing. And, if on the contrary, there is a time

of tranqiiillity, peace, prosperity and weal,

then all who hear it, rejoice. But noio, the

trumpets of the Lord Jesus Clnist are blow-

ing, and the drums are beating; v/arning

us to tender love, through all his apostles

and prophets, to shun the crafty wiles and
subtle assaults of sata,n, and that all who
follow and are obedient to him, must die.

However, biit few are to be found who put

on the armor of God; but few who are guard-

ing against the secret encroachments of sa-

tan, and preparing to resist him. Both
men and women, voluntarily run into liis

hands and eagerly do the tilings which de-

light him; and those who do not, have to

await great tribxilation and much misery.

Besides, it is manifest that the abomin-

able pestilence of false doctrine will de-

sivoj the whole world. The bread of life,

which is provided for all the spiritual hun-

gry, is very scarce, in consequence of the

envious cry and false writings of the ser-

pent-like preachers; and alas, there are few

who v/eep and sigh on this account.

The eternal grace, mercy, favor, glory,

kingdom and joy of Christ are offered unto

us. But our ears have wa,xed dull, our

hearts become hardened, and our perverted

wickedness, desire them not. But this pi-

ous woman did not so; she heard, believed,

saw his miracles and confessed liis power

;

and therefore, prayed with confidence and
obtained what she desired, for she believed

Christ with all her heart and doubted not

his grace.

In the second place, she admonishes all

pious parents, that they should be solicit-

ous for the salvation of their children, be-

cause she so faithfully entreated for her de-

moniac daughter, not desisting till she was
heard. For it cannot be othei'v\'ise, that if

I am a true christian, all my work before

God and my neighbor, are works of love,

for God (by whose word a christian is born),

says John, is love. That the Father and
those who are born of him, are alike, of one

mind and heart, is as clear as day-light.
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If I seek the praise of the Lord with all

my heart, and desire the salvation of my
neighbors, many of whom I have never

seen; how much more should I desire the

salvation of my children, whom God gave
me,who are out ofmy loins, and are natural-

ly my flesh and blood ? So that the mighty
Lord may be praised and be eternally hon-
ored by them.

^-^Tiat I write, I consider unquestionably
true; I write it from a tnie testimony of my
own conscience, as before Almighty God,
before whom I am, that all true, believing

parents are thus minded towards their chil-

dren, that they would far sooner see them
set in a dungeon for the sake of tlie word of

the Lord and his testimony, than be Avith

the deceiving priests, in their idolatrous

churches, or with drunken, erroneous inter-

preters in taverns, or in company with scorn-

ers, who despise the name of the Lord, and
hate his holy word.

Sooner far would they see them, for the

sake of the truth of the Lord, bound hands
and feet, and dragged before lords and prin-

ces, than to see them marry rich persons,

who fear not God, neither walk in the ways
of the Lord, but pass away time in splendor,

with music, in excessive drinking, dancing
and singing; sooner far would they see them
scourged from head to feet, for the sake of

the glory and holy name of the Lord, than
to see them adorn themselves with silks,

velvets, gold, silver, costly, sh-iped and
fasliionable clothes, and the like vanity,

pomp and haughtiness. Yea, far sooner

would they see them exiled, burned at the

stake, drowned, or placed on the wheel, for

righteousness' sake, than see them live out

of God, in all earthly and carnal lusts,

than to be emperors and kings, and then be
damned.
Woe to all, yea woe to all those who are

not solicitous for the salvation of their chil-

dren. If I so love their bodies that I over-

look their sins ; if I do not punish the trans-

gressions of the young with the rod, and
reprove the aged with words; if I do not

teach them the ways of the Lord; if I do
not set them an unblamable example; if I

do not direct them at all times to Christ and
his word, ordinances, commands and ex-

ample, and do not seek their salvation with

all my heart and soul, then I will not escape
my punishment, for in the day of the Lord,
their souls, blood, damnation and death
will be required at my hands, as a dumb
and blind watchman.

Christianity plainly teaches us that all

clu'istian parents should be as shai-p, satu-

rating salt, a shining light, and as unblam-
able, faithful teachers in their houses. The
high priest, Eli, was punished because he
did not zealously reprove his children.

If I see my neighbor's ox or ass go astray,

I must bring him to tlie ov,-ner, or keep him
safe, as Moses teaches. If it becomes ifte

thus to do with another's animal, how much
more solicitous should I be for tiie souls of
my children, who are so readily misled by
the youthful flesh, in which no good dwells.

If I see my neighbor's ox or ass, fallen in

a pit, or meet him on the way lying under
the weight of a burden, I must not leave

him till he is extricated, how much more
should I be solicitous formy children, whom
I have before me, that they lie not under the

burden of their sins; and if they are not
earnestly reproved and instructed in grace,

they will fall into the infernal abyss of eter-

nal death.

Again, if I see my neighbor's house on
fire, and his goods perishing, it is reason-
able that I should exert myself to put out
the fire, and if jsossible, to save the goods;
but it is much more reasonable, that I ex-

tinguish the fire of base desires in my child,

with the water oft he divine word, and pre-

serve, as much as is in my power, the heav-
enly goods.

The Holy Scriptures teach, that God puri-

fies the heart by faith ; that faith comes by
hearing ; and by faith we are justified.

Therefore, let everj^ one take heed, who
truly loves his children, that he rightly and
purely instruct them, as soon as they can
hear and understand the word of tlie Lord:
that he lead them in the ways of truth, and
that he zealously watch over all their do-

ings, that they ma}^ from youth, learn to

know the Lord, their God, fear, love, honor,

thank and serve him ; so that the inborn
nature of sin may not rule in them nor con-

quer them, to the everlasting shame of their

poor souls.

Moses tatight Israel saying, "These words,
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which I command thee this day, shall be

in thine lieart, and thou shalt teach them
diligently nnto thy children, and shalt talk

of them when thoii sittest in thine house,

and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest

up, and thou shalt bind them for a sign up-

on thine hand, and they shall be as front-

lets between thine eyes, and tlioii shalt wi-ite

them upon the posts of thy house and on

thy gates;" "that your days may be multi-

plied, and the days of your children, in the

land which the Lord sware unto jour fa-

thers to give them, as the days of heaven

upon the earth," Deut. 6: 6—9; 11: 21.

In another place he says, "And it shall

be when thy son asketli thee in time to come,

saying, what is this? Tliat thou shalt say

unto him, By strength of hand, the Lokd
brought us out from Egypt, from the house

of bondage," Exod. i:V: 14.

Joshua commanded lorael, according to

the command of the Lord, and said unto

the twelve men, "Pass over before the ark

of the LoED j^our God into the midst of

Jordan, and take you up every man of you
a stone upon his shoulder, according unto

the number of the tribes of tlie children of

Israel, that this may be a sign among you,

that when jonr children ask their fathers

in time to come, saying. What mean ye by
these stones? Then, ye shall answer them.

That the waters of Jordan were cut oif be-

fore the ark of the covenant of the Lord;
when it passed over Jordan, the waters of

Jordan were cut off; and these stones shall

l)e for a memorial imto the children of Israel

forever," Joshiia 4: 5—7.

Behold, dear reader, thus the Israelites

were obliged to teach their children from
youth, and to acquaint them with all the

blessings and miracles of the Lord, which
had been bestowed on them and their fa-

thers, so that Wiey might fear, love and
serve the Lord all their days, and thus re-

ceive the blessing, and escape the curse

which was included in the law.

In like manner with us, if we rightly con-

fess Clirist, we believe his word, and we
and owY children desire to obtain the hap-

py fields and pleasant land, and eternally

inherit the grace which he has promised his

children; therefore, let us not neglect it. Init

lay it well to heart, that we teach our chil-

dren rightl}" in the word, and instruct them
in relation to his righteous judgments, so

that they will learn to fear the Lord with

all their heart, and turn from evil.

Let us also keep before them God's un-

bounded merely, love, and services of his

.grace, so that they may love him and walk
in his statutes. Let us imprint on their

hearts, Jesus Christ, our onlj' and eternal

Savior, with his Holy Spirit, word and ex-

ample, so that they may rightly know him
and follow in his footsteps; and let us set

them an example in all wisdom, righteous-

ness and truth ; with a pious and virtuous

life, so that the.y maj^, through such dis-

creet admonition and unblamable example

of their pious parents, be instructed in the

kingdom of God and trained to all manner
of good.

For all Avho have such a faith as this

woman had, and see that the end of sin is

death, will not cease to sigh and lament to

God, that he would, in merc^^, assist their

poor children to so resist the impure spirit

of the devil that he vaay not lead them cap-

tive at his evil will, to the eternal shame
and disgrace of their poor souls.

But that they may, from their youth,

rightly learn to know the immortal, eternal

God and Father, through Jesus Clu'ist his

beloved Son, and in truth serve and submit

to his cross ; and recount all the mighty
works and miracles of the Lord our God,
the great mercy, grace, favor and love of

the Almighty Father, his blessed word, will,

ordinance and life, with all the merits, pow-

er and fruit of the death and blood of Christ

his blessed Son; also the munificence, wis-

dom, truth and the gifts of his eternal and
Holy Spirit, this to their children, and chil-

dren's children, and all their descendants,

till the Lord Jesus Christ appear in the glo-

rious majesty of his heavenl}^ Father in the

clouds of heaven, to the final judging, and

where every one will be rewarded according

to his works, be they good or evil, 2 Cor.

5 : 10.

Behold, worthy reader, thus it behooves

true christians to teach, admonish, rejjrove,

and correct their children, to set them an ex-

ample in all righteousness, raise them in

the fear of the Lord, be solicitous for their
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poor souls, lest tliey through their negli-

gence, depart from the true path, die in their

sins and finally perish in their imbelief.

The Lord spoke of Abraham and said,

"Shall I hide from Abraham that thing

which I do ; seeing that Abraham shall sure-

ly become a great and mighty nation, and
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed

in him? For I know him, that he will com-
mand his children and his household after

him, and they shall keep the way of the

Lord to do justice and judgment," Gen. 18:

17—19.

Pious Tobit taught his son and said. My
son, obey thy father, serve the Lord in truth

and be just, and this teach to thy children,

that they give alms, always fear God, love

him, and confide in him with all their heart.

And when they attain the age of matu-
rity, and have not the power to refrain (but

he that has, him I would advise with Paul,

that he use it to the Lord), let them not mar-
ry to those out of Clirist and his church, be
they noble, rich, or handsome, as do the

proud, avaricious andunchaste of this world

;

but let them marry those who fear, love,

seek, honor, follow and serve the Lord with

the whole heart; be they noble or ignoble,

rich or poor, comely or uncomely, for they
are holy and children of saints, and there-

fore, it is of the Lord, and must be done in

his name.
Let every one beware and do right, lest

the wTath and fearful judgments of God be
inflicted upon him on account of his lewd-

ness and evil desires, even as the judgments, i

in the days of Noah and Lot, were inflicted,
;

Gen. 6.

But, alas! how few there are who take
this to heart, and sincerely seek the salva-

tion of their children. If they can but pro-

vide for them temporally, then their desires

are gratified. The priests' ordinances, and
church services alone are their faith, hope,
and the foundation of their salvation ; they
neither know nor seek any other.

Their whole life from beginning to end is

contrary to the word of Christ. For as soon
as they are born they are earned to the
idolatrous, false bath (baptism); the holy
name of the Lord is mispronounced over

them ; they are raised in all vanity and
blindness, in pomp and splendor, in open

20

idolatry and false worship, and in the ig-

norant, unrestrained life of the world.
In and out of their houses they hear and

see nothing but unrighteousness, malice, ly-

ing, defrauding, cursing, swearing, infidel-

ity, avarice, quarreling, fighting, intoxica-

tion, whoring, and all manner of disgrace.

They never learn to know Christ and his

word, but they hate the truth and persecute
righteousness. In short, they show by their

actions that they are full of the evil, un-
clean spirit, and are led by his will, as may
be seen.

For as your spirit is, so must also your
fruits be. Is the Spirit of Christ in you,
which is holy and pure, then are also your
whole life and fruit pure and holy. Again,
if the spirit of the evil one is in you, then
all yom- ways and fruits will be evil and
impure. This is incontrovertible.

Therefore, says Paul, "As many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God." Again, those who are led by the
spirit of the evil one, are the sons of the
devil. Dear reader, reflect well upon this.

Yea, if these poor people had but a spark
of the Spirit of the Lord, they would a thou-

sand times sooner be seethed in boiling oil,

and burned with fire, then hear and see such
foolishness, imgodliness and wantonness in

their cliildi'en, much less would they teach

them or set them an example in such things.

For it is incontrovertible, according to the

power of the Scriptures, if they do not be
partakers of Christ, that their end will be
eternal death.

Therefore, all you who fear the Lord, love

yom- children with divine love, seek their

salvation with all your hearts, even as Abra-
ham, Tobit, and the Maccabean mother did.

If they transgress, reprove them sharply; if

they err, exhort them parentally; if they
are child-like, bear them patiently ; if they
are of good tmderstanding, instruct them
christian-like ; dedicate them to the Lord
from youth; watch over their souls as long

as they are under youi- care; so that you
win not lose your salvation on their account;

pray without ceasing, like this pious woman
did, that the Lord may grant them his giace,

that they may resist the devil, subdue their

natural depravity by the Spirit and help of

the Lord, and walk from their youth xip be-
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fore God and his olmrcli, in all rigliteons-

ness, truth and wisdom, in a firm and sm-e

faith, in unfeigned love and living hope, in

an honorable and holy life, \inblamable and
without offence, al)oand in the fruits of faith,

unto eternal life. Amen.

In addition to all the aforementioned ex-

amples, the diligent reader maj^ also, with

a pious and good conscience (mind) serious-

ly reflect upon the faith of the immaculate,

glorious mother Mary, of Matthew, of the ;

aged Simeon and Hannah; also of the blind

man (Luke 1 ; Matt. 9 ; Luke 2 : 1.5, 18 ; Mark
|

10), and such like more ; and I tmst that

'

he will, by the help and grace of God, fully

understand how simple, plain, unfeigned,

pious, righteous, forbearing, ardent, peace-

able, joyous, merciful, amiable, ameliorat-

ing, modest, moral, humble, zealous, un-

blamable and pious a true, regenerating,

christian faith is inwardly in power, before

God, and outwardly in fruits, before one's i

neighbor.

Yea, even as a good, fruitful tree, of its

own accord, without any compulsion, al-

ways brings forth its own good fruits, so

also a true christian faith must bring forth

its own good fruits. For it is infallible, the

righteous must live by faith.

If Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua
and Samuel, with all the patriarchs and
prophets believed the word of the Lord,

which was declared to them by angels, or

were found so faithful therein, how much
more should we believe and be faithful to

that word which the Prince of angels, God's

only begotten Son, the true witness and
Teacher of righteousness, Christ Jesus, who
came from the high heavens, from his Fa-

ther's bosom, brought down and taught on
earth.

It will not suffice to say, That Jesus Christ

is the Son of God, that he fulfilled the law
for us, that he paid for oiu- sins with his

blood, and made reconciliation with the

Father, by his offering and death; neither

will it suffice to only believe that his gospel

is true, his word is right, the wages of sin

is death, and that grace is eternal life; but
the heart must rightly comprehend it, and
the mind must be resolved upon it, other-

wise it will not justif}''. Paul says, "With

the heart man believeth unto righteous-

ness," Rom. 10: 10.

All who believe with their whole hearts,

that Christ Jesus is the righteous Branch of

David, the righteous, wise King ; the true,

promised Prophet ; the right Way and
Truth, and our onlj^ Propitiator. Interces-

sor, Mediator and High Priest, Jer. 22: r>.

also believe that all his words are immu-
table and true ; and his offering sufficient

and perfect; they, therefore, obey his word,

walk in his commands, bow to his sceptre

and pacifj'^ their consciences by his grace,

reconciliation, merits, offering, promises,

death and blood. They believe and ac-

knowledge, if they neglect his word and
will, and presumptuously transgress his

commands, and live according to the flesh,

that God will require it at their hands and
pimish them eternally, with the fire of his

wrath, through his righteous judgment. For

if those who wilfully transgressed the Mo-
saic law, were to die without mercy, upon
the testimony of two or three witnesses, how
much sorer then will those be punished,

who trample under foot the Son of God;
who esteem the pure blood of the New Testa-

ment as impure, and profane the Holy Spirit

of grace? Heb. 10:28.

Yes, kind reader, if we truly believed, and
acknowledged it from the inmost of our

souls, it would so move our hearts, and en-

kindle them with the fear and love of the

Lord, that although all the tyrants that

ever were, would rise in all their dread tor-

ture, and blood shedding, and stand before

us, they would not in the least deter or hin-

der us from the word and way of the Lord.

Besides, all our impm-e, carnal thoughts,

unseasoned words, and useless, ungodly

works would soon die, as Sirach says, "The
fear of the Lord di'iveth away sins," Eccl. 1

:

21 ; and it is impossible, without the fear of

the Lord, to become right.

Seeing then, it is very evident, that a sin-

cere, christian faith acknowledges God in

his righteousness, and therefore fears his

judgment, and thus through fear buries sin

and dies to it, as more than once related,

and that nevertheless, you live in all ava-

rice, unchastity, drunkenness, wi-ath, lewd-

ness, blindness, idolatry, and all manner
of wickedness, tell us, beloved, where is then
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yoiir faith and word of God of whicli yoii

boast so much ? Do you not know that it is

written, "If ye live after the flesh ye shall

die?" Or do you think that you can trifle

with God as with a man i Be not deceived,

says Paul, God will not be mocked.
Ah ! reader, take heed, I tell you the truth

in Christ, Beware! if you do not repent with

all yom- heart and seek God, throiigh Christ,

do not hear, believe and fear him, but re-

main earthly and carnal, and walk after the

lusts of your flesh, your sentence already

pronounced, will be death. As Christ him-
self says, I judge no man, but the word that

I have spoken, the same shall judge him in

the last day.

I, therefore, faithfully admonish you, as

before God, even as I do mine own soul, di-

vest yoirrselves immediately of false doc-
'

trine, of all unbelief, idolatry and earthly,
!

disgraceful lives, in which, alas ! you have
hitherto walked, lest the wrath of God over-

;

take you in the sleep of your sins.
i

Awaken ! He is still merciful, seek and
]

receive the true doctrine, true faith, true sac-

1

raments, the true service, and lead a godly I

life, as the Scriptui-es teach, "Then shall thy !

light break forth as the morning, and thine

health shaU spring forth speedily, and thy
[

righteousness shall go before thee; the glory

of the Lord shall be th}^ reward," Isa. 58: 8.

Further, I say, If you truly believed and
rightly understood that you became, through '

Adam's disobedience, children of the devil,

of wi'ath, and of eternal death, sulijected to
]

the righteous curse and judgment of God,
|

and that now all obstacles and all yoiu' sins
I

are taken away and reconciled through the
j

precious blood of Christ; so that you are

called from wrath into grace, from cursings
,

to blessings, and out of death to life (not to i

mention the favors which are daily shown
you), then your hearts would sprout forth

as the sweet-scented, blooming violet, full

of pure love
;
yea, flow as the living foun-

tain, from which flow forth the refreshing-

sweet waters of righteousness, and you
would, with holy Paul, say, from the bot- :

torn of your soul, AVlio shall separate us
from the love of Christ ? Since it can never

be, if I am in the bonds of perfection with
Mm, and love him with a pure heart, a good '

conscience andxinfeignedfaith, that anything

then can turn me away or separate me from
him. For it is my own desire and highest
joy, that I hear and speak of his word, and
in my weakness, walk as he commanded
and taught through his Son, should it even
cost money and possessions, flesh or blood,
his will be done.

Behold, dear reader, since then it is mani-
fest in the Holy Scriptures, that the true

Christian faith through the fear of God, dies

to sin, and through love does the things of
righteousness, though in weakness, I there-

fore let you judge whether those believe from
the heart, who with the mouth say, that the

blood of Christ is the propitiatory sacrifice

of their sin, and nevertheless seek and fol-

low up all kinds of idolatry, such as infant

baptism, holy water, absolution, auricular

confession, masses, gold, silver, and wooden
images, wafers, stone churches, and the
drunken adultery of the priests. Ahl how
well it would be for them to reflect.

I say. As true as the Lord lives, there will

eternally be found no other remedy for our
sins, whether in heaven or upon earth; nei-

ther works, merits nor sacraments, even
though they are used according to the Script

ures; neither cross, tribulation, angels, men,
nor any other means will avail, but alone
the immaculate, crimson blood of the Lamb
(Cluist), which was, out of pure grace, mercy
and love, shed for the remission of our sins,

Mark 14: 24.

Hence, it is incontrovertible, that all those
who use such strange, idolatrous means for

sin, belong not to the believing, gxatefid

church of Christ. Therefore, I will present

you with a few passages from the gospel
and writings of the apostles, and set them
before your eyes as a clear mirror, in which
you may view youi'selves, and see whether
you are believing Christians.

Thus teaches the word of the Lord, "Veri-
ly, verily, I say unto thee. Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of

God." And again, "Verily I say unto you,
Except ye be converted, and become as little

children, ye shall not enter into the king-

dom of heaven."

Prove yom'selves with this; if you are

born of the pure seed of the holy word, then
the nature of the seed must be in you; and
if you have become like little children, then
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there are no more pride, uncliastity, ava-

rice, hatred and envy in you; for the inno-

cent childi'en know nothing of such sins.

But if you continue to live in old Adam,
and not in Christ, and walk after the base,

impure desires of your ilesh, then you prac-

tically prove that you are not born of God,

and have not his faith.

The word of the Lord teaches again, "Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to

every creature; he that believeth and is bap-

tized shall be saved." Here, prove your-

selves again, He that believes and is right-

ly baptized, truly repents, circumcises his

heart, dies to sin, rises in Christ to a new
life, &c. But if you remain impenitent, your

hearts uncii-cumcised, not dead to sin, but

live out of Christ and his word, then is the

deed your witness, that you are disbelievers

and have not the baptism of Christ. Again

does the word of the Lord teach, "If thou

wilt enter life keep the commandments."

For in Christ, says Paul, neither circumci-

sion nor uncircumcision availeth, but the

keeping of the commands of God. And this

is his command, "Thou shalt love the Lord

thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy

soul, and with all thy mind, and with all

thy strength, and thou shalt love thy neigh-

bor as thyself," Mark 12: 30.

Hereby, prove yourselves again. If you
love God, you will keep his commandments,

you will do to your neighbor as you would

have him do to you; but if you clespise his

word, do not follow his ordinances in doc-

trine, baptism. Holy Supper, and separa-

tion, and if you do not walk according to

his holy, godly commands ; also belie, cheat

and betray your neighbor ; if you take j^our !

neighbor's life, disgrace his wife, daughters
\

or servants, and treat him perfidiously; if
[

you mislead the poor, blind souls from the
{

true way and obedience of the Lord, be it

;

through persecution or false doctrine, and
[

thus bereave them of the eternal kingdom,
|

and lead them to hell, then it is more than

clear, that you hate the command of the

Lord and have not his faith.

Again, the word of the Lord teaches, "En-

ter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the

gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to

destruction, and many there be which go in

thereat; because strait is the gate, and nar-

row is the way, which leadeth imto life; and
few there be that find it," Matt. 7: 13. At
another place it is written, " If any man will

come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow me." He that

loves father and mother, man or wife, son
or daughter, more than me, is not worthy
of me.

Here prove yourselves again. Have yoti

such a spirit, such frankness and faith, that

you, in time of need, are ready to forsake

father, mother and your all, for the sake of

God's word and his testimony; to take upon
yourself the cross of Christ; to deny your-

self in all things ; to enter, with Christ, upon
the way of suffering, and thus enter, with the

poor small flock, at the narrow, strait gate;

then may the Lord strengthen you. But if

you live unto yourselves, reject the cross of

Christ, and love father, mother, wife, chil-

di'en, property or life more than Christ

;

walk on the broad way with the multitude

and enter the wide gate, then the mouth of

the Lord gives testimony that you are dis-

believers and that your end is damnation.
Again, says the word of the Lord, "And

they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh

with the affections and lusts," Gal. 5 : 24.

For those who live after the flesh, such as

adulterers, whoremongers, incontinent, ava-

ricious, di-unliards, gamblers, thieves, hate-

ful, haughty, defamers, blood-thirsty, idola-

ters, shall die.

Prove yoiu'selves again, If your lusts do
not reign in you, if you do not walk in any
of these and such like carnal ways, which

have been mentioned, but if you can smother

them and trample them under foot, through

faith, then thank God, fight piously, watch

and pray. But if 3^ou satiate your lusts,

and walk in the impure ways of your flesh,

then reform yourselves ; for then it is evident

that you are not, penitent, believing chris-

tians, but impenitent, carnal heathens.

Again, The word of the Lord teaches,

"Therefore, take no thought, saying. What
shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or,

wherewithal shall we be clothed ? For after

all these things do the gentiles seek ; but

seek 3^e first the kingdom of God, and his

righteousness ; and all these things shall be

added unto you," Matt. 6: 31.

Hereproveyourselves again, Ifyou believe
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that the strong and mighty God, who nonr-

1

ished Israel forty years with bread from
\

heaven and with water from the rod?, and !

kept their clothes from being worn out, and
fed Elias by a raven, will not forsake you
in your distress, but will provide for you
by his grace ; this is a true evidence that

you have the word of the Lord. But if,

through your cares, you are induced or con-

strained, that you neglect the kingdom of

Grod and his righteousness, seek temporal,
more than eternal things, and are so much
concerned as if God had more concern for

the flowers and fowls than for you and your
children, boast not that you believe the pro-

mise and word of the Lord.
Again, the word of the Lord teaches, "For

God so loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth

in him should not perish, but have everlast-

ing life. For God sent not his Son into the

world to condemn the world, but that the

world through him might be saved. He that

believeth on him is not condemned; but he
that believeth not is condemned already,

because he hath not believed in the name
of the only begotten Son of God," John 3:

16—18.

Here prove yourselves the seventh time.

If you sincerely believe these words of Christ

with the wiiole heart, that the Almighty,
Eternal Father so loved you and the whole
Imman famil}^, that he sent his incompre-
hensible, Almighty, eternal Word, Wisdom,
Truth and Son, by whom he created the

heavens, earth, the sea and the fulness there-

of, and his eternal glorj^, into this vale of i

misery ; that he let him become a poor,

grieved, miserable man; that he let him, for

the sake of all our sins, suffer hunger and
j

thirst; permitted him to be slandered, ap-
i

prehended, crowned with thorns, scourged,

crucified and killed; then it cannot fail that

;

your old carnal mind must become a regen-

1

erated, spiritual mind; yoiu- thoughts must

!

become chaste and pure; your words must
become discreet and well seasoned and your
whole life pious and unblamable.

Instantly you should awaken, walk in the

right wajr, keep aloof from all abomination
and idolatry, forsake false prophets, preach-

ers and priests; and seek the true teachers,

sacraments and divine sei'vice; for a true,

sincere. Christian faith cannot be idle; but
it changes, renews, purifies, sanctifies and
justifies more and more; it makes joyous
and glad, for by faith it knows that hell,

devil, sin and death, are conquered through
Christ, and that grace, mercy, and redemp-
tion from sin, and eternal life, are acquired
through him. In full confidence, the pos-
sessor of tnie christian faith approaches
the Father, in the name of Christ, receives

the Holy Ghost, becomes partaker of the
divine nature, and is renewed after the im-
age of him, who created him, lives by the
virtue of Christ, which is in him; all his

ways are righteousness, godliness, honesty,
chastity, truth, wisdom, goodness, benevo-
lence, light, love and joy.

He sanctifies his body and heart as a hab-
itation and temple of Christ and the Holy
Ghost; hates all that is against God and
his word; honors, praises and thanks God
with a sincere heart; and there is nothing
to deter him, neither judgment, -m-ath, hell,

devil, sin nor eternal death. For he knows
that Christ is his Intercessor, Mediator and
Propitiator. He acknowledges with holy
Paul, that " There is, therefore, now no con-

demnation to them which are in Chi-ist

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit," Rom. 8: 1. The Spirit of

the Lord assures him that he is a child of
God, and a joint heir of Christ; he, there-

fore, wholly dedicates himself to his Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, who called him
through grace, drew him by his Spirit, en-

lightened him hy liis word, and purchased
him with his blood.

Behold, this is the nature of living faith,

which has such an urgent, cogent power,
spirit, fear, energy and life ; which avails

with God and has the promise in the Script-

ures. Happy he who has such a faith and
will salutarily retain it to the end. I repeat
it, prove yourselves, whether you are in the

faith; in Christ or out of Christ; penitent or

impenitent. For in the mirror presented,

you may view the whole face of your con-

science and life, if you but believe that the

word of the Lord is true and right. Here
notice how the true, christian faith, through
grace, is the only living fountain, whence
flows, not only the penitent, new life, but
also obedience to the evangelical ceremo-
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nies, such as baptism and the Lord's Sup-

'

per will liave to come and follow, not as

those compelled tlirough the law, for the rod

of the oppressor is broken, bnt voluntarily,

through the free will and submissive spirit

of love, which is of a christian nature, and

is ready to all good works and obedience of

the holy divine word.

For all the truly regenerated and spirit-

ual conform in all things to the word and
ordinances of the Lord ; not because they

:

think to merit the x)ropitiation of their sins

and eternal life; by no means; in this mat-
j

ter they depend upon nothing except the

tnie promise of the merciful Father, graci-

ously given to all believers, through the <

blood and merits of Clirist, which blood is, !

and ever will be the only eternal medium of

our reconciliation, and not works, baptism
,

or Lord's supper, as said above.
|

For if our reconciliation depended upon
j

works and ceremonies, then it would not be
j

gi-ace, and the merits and fruits of the blood
|

of Christ would be void. O no! it is grace,

and will be grace to all eternity; all that the

merciful father is doing or has done for us

grievous sinners, tlirough his beloved Son

and Holy Spirit, is grace. Hence it is that

they hear the voice of the Lord, believe his

word, and therefore they shoiild willingly

observe and perform (although in weak-

ness), the representation of both signs, un-

der water, and bread and wine, set forth in

obedience. For a truly believing christian

is thus minded, that he will not do other-

wise than that which the word of the Lord

enjoins and teaches; for he knows, that all

presumption and disobedience, are like sins

of witchcraft, and the end thereof is death.

Yes, good reader, the true christian belief,

as the Scriptures require, is so lively, ac-

tive and powerful Math all those, who have

rightly received it through the gi-ace of the

Lord, that they do not fear to forsake fa-

ther, mother, wile,' children, money and pos-

sessions for the word and testimony of the

Lord; to suffer all manner of scorn, disgrace,

fatigue, hardship and prison, and finally to

have their poor, weak bodies, which are so

fearful of suffering, burned at the stake, as

may be fi-equently seen in the pious chil-

dren and witnesses of Christ Jesus, especi-

ally in these our Netherlands.

Alas! how many did I know before, and
know the greater part of them now, both
men and women, men and maid-servants

(would to God that the}'- be increased to

many hundi-ed thousands), who, from the

inmost of their souls, seek Christ and his

word, and lead, in all meekness, a pious,

unblamable life before God and man; sin-

cere and holy in doctrine, full of the fear

and love of God, ready to help one another,

merciful, compassionate,meek, sober, chaste,

neither refractory nor seditious; birt quiet

and peaceable, obedient to the magistracy

in all things not contrary to God ; and who
have, nevertheless, for a number of years,

not slept in their beds, and even do not now

;

for they are so much hated by the world,

that they have been persecuted, betrayed,

taken, exiled and slain like highwaymen,
thieves and murderers, and that without

mercy; and for no other reason, than that

they, out of true fear of God, dare not take

part in the abominable, carnal life, and with

the accursed, disgraceful idolatry of this

blind world ; neither dare they hear nor ac-

knowledge the unchaste, drunken, lecherous

Xwiests and deceiving blind preachers, as the

true apostles and teachers of God ; the}'' dare

not receive the bread with the avaricious,

envious, proud, drunkards, whores and ro-

gues, from their hands, nor carry their chil-

dren to the anti-christian washing and baj)-

tism, but seek such preachers and teachers,

and also such a baptism, supper, chiirch and
life, which are in accordance with the Scrijit-

ures, and may stand according to the word
of the Lord.
Behold, before God, I write the truth, in-

deed they are such a people, if I otherwise

know them rightly, hypocrites excepted,

who, in the flesh, weep more than they

laugh, mourn more than they are joyful,

rather give than receive; who are ready not

only to sacrifice possessions, and their all,

but also body and life for the praise of the

Lord, and to the necessary service of their

neighbor, according to the command of the

Scripture, as much as in them is. No matter

how much the poor children are harassed,

they are still so muclx strengthened in God,

that they can neither h^ moved nor deterred.

They possess their souls with patience, wait-

ing for the joy which is promised. Truly
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said Christ, "Ye will be hated of all men
for my name's sake," Matt. 24: 9.

Since tlien it is evident from all this, that

the tnie evangelical faith is of such a nature,

as said, and is the onlj'' means and tree,

which, through tlse gi"ace of God, bears and
propagates all manner of good fruit; there-

fore, it is considered, in Scripture, tlie most
precious, and greatest work, and all things

are ascribed to faith, such as miracles, and
the power to become the children of God,
and be justified; be blessed and saved; pu-

rified and sanctified; and have eternal life,

as we have related wlien treating of the Ma-
lefactor's faith.

Not, dear reader, that we believe that faith

merits this on account of its worth; by no
means; but because the pleasure of God,
through his word, has given his promise
tlirough true faith ; then it must also by vir-

tue of that word follow faith. For the Script-

ures plainly teach, that all things, visible

and invisible, must hear, yield, serve and
follow the powerful word of God, as wLen
he said, Let there be heaven and earth.

Heaven and earth sprang into existence at

these words. For God's word, says Esdras,

is his perfect work. God also saj^s to Israel,

If thou shalt hearken diligently unto the

voice of the Loed thy God, all these bless-

ings shall come upon thee ; but ifthou wilt not
hearken, the curse shall be upon thee; and
it also happened, as it was told Israel, "For
God," says Balaam, "is not a man that he
should Ue; neither the son of man, that he
should repent." For tliese reasons the prom-
ise must follow true faith, or else it cannot be
denied that God, who is a God of truth, must
be untrue and faithless. O no! all that he
wills must be done; what he promises must
be fulfilled, and not otherwise than he has
promised, for he alone is true, and we are

all liars," Rom. 3. Paul says, "If we be-

lieve not, yet he abideth faithful ; he cannot
deny himself."

Since then faith so firmlj^ acknowledges
that God cannot break his promise, but
must keep it, because he is the truth and
cannot lie, therefore, does he make his chil-

dren free, joyful, and glad in spirit; though
they are confined in prisons and bonds,
have to stiffer by water and fire, in chains
and at the stake; for they are assured in

' the spirit, through faith, that God will not

j

^vithdraw his promise, but will fultill it in

,

due time ; for they believe on Christ in

whom the promises are sealed, and througli

,
him also acknowledge his grace, vrord and
iwill; notwithstanding that they, in former
times, lived so ungodly, and walked ac-

cording to the flesl).

They hope with faitliful Abraham, where
nothing is to be hoped, and wait for things

invisible, as thougli they saw them, and
' with full confidence adhere to the assurance,

truth, faithfulness and power of the heaven-
ly promise, which is made to us by the in-

fallible, true moutli of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Son of God, without any previous work
:
or inerit, tlu-ougli the gracious choice and

;
will of his merciful Father in his true word.
And this regenerating, justifying, convert-

ing, penitent, active and confident faith,

which comes from the Father of light, by
hearing his holy word, is the only faith that
avails with God, and which has the assur-

ance of tjie promise of grace in the word,

i

through the Holy Ghost ; besides this, the

j

Holy Scriptures know of no other faith.

Before now, I have read in some books,
which they have written, that there is but
one good work which saves us, namely,
F.UTH, and but one sin which will damn us,

namely, UNUELrEF. This I will leaA-e as it

is, and not find fault with it; for where there

is a sincere, irnefaifJ/ , there are also all man-
ner of sincere, good fruits. On the other
hand, where there is unbelief, there are also
all manner of evil fruits ; therefore, is salva-

tion properly ascribed to faitli, and damna-
tion to unbelief.

Faithful reader, pay attention. Since we
plainly perceive tliat the whole world. Pa-
pists, Lutherans, Zuinglians, Davidists, li-

bertines, (Src, walk the broad road of sin,

and lead a carnal, vain life, and do not
abide by the pure, salutary, perfect, doc-

trine, sacrament and i;nblamable, pure ex-

ample of Christ; therefore they are them-
selves witnesses, that they reject the corner

stone, Jesus Christ, and believe not his word
and truth, though a few of them write much
of faith and speak of the Scriptures. Say.
beloved, did you ever read in the Scriptures,

or did you ever hear, that a truly believing,

regenerated christian, after repentance and
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conversion, remained proud, avaricious, un-

chaste, greedy, hateful, tyrannical and idol-

atrous, and continued to live after the base
desires of the flesh? You must say, no! If

you speak of Peter and David, yoii must
observe how short or how long a time their

fall lasted, and what penance they did. Turn
yoiu'selves to the east or west, south or north,

and you will find ungodly, vain, pompous,
foolisli actions and conduct, with all those
who boast of faith, so that we shall have
to sa}^ with Christ and John, They are,

with few exceptions, of the devil and not of

God. For the devil, from the beginning,

was proiTd and haught}^, so are they; he
was a liar, so are they; he was a falsifier of

the word of the Lord, so are they; he was
disputatious against God, so are they; in

short, he is a revengeful murderer, an abom-
inable, blood-thirsty tyrant, so are many
of them. The way in which they use those
w^ho seek Christ sincerely and believe, fear,

follow, serve and call on him, has been more
than once fully related.

Yea, alas, they are so wrathful and en-

raged at them, that they will scarcely call

them by their right names, but they call

them anabaptists, fanatics, rioters, faction-

ists, hedge preachers, deceivers, heretics,

new monks, knaves and miscreants, al-

though they seek the kingdom of God and
his righteousness with all their hearts, which
God knows, who tries the reins and hearts

of men, and wisli no evil to any one upon
earth.

This they all do through the ignorant, de-

faming of the envious, inhuman, lying, cry-

ing and writing of their learned priests and
preachers, who ever since the blasphemous
beast of anti-christ ascended his kingdom
and glory, have always been the triie cause
of the tyrannical shedding of innocent blood
in the past and present; for they are those
who instigate the magistracy to murder, and
the thoughtless, reckless people to defame
and blaspheme, and, I fear, that they will

continue to be the cause till the end.

Nevertheless, the chosen are to awaken,
repent and obey the voice of the Lord; for

idolatrous, blood-thirsty, confused Babel
shall sink, and be desolated; and fair Je-

rusalem, the city of peace, shall increase,

and through the power of Almighty God

must be built up in glory. Of this all re-

joice, who are called to the marriage of the

Lamb, and whose names are va-itten in the
BOOK of LIKE with God. Here is the under-
standing, wisdom, faith and patience of the
saints; let him that has understanding, ob-
serve, that the Avord of the Lord is true.

Blessed are they who are ready to meet the
coming of the Lamb.
Behold, such a faithless, impenitent, tyr-

annical, idolatrous, refractory, disobedient,

blind, carnal people they are, who imagine
that they are the believing church, and the

lawful bride of Christ. These poor children

do not observe that all under heaven is

spoiled, even as the prophet complains that

"there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowl-
edge of God in the land; by swearing, and
lying, and killing, and stealing, and com-
mitting adultery, they break out, and blood
touchetli blood," Hos. 4: 1, 2. The world,

saj-s John, lietli in wickedness. If we come
to the lords and princes, there we find such

pride, arrogance, pomp and wantonness,
such banqueting, eating and drinking to

excess, with some, such adultery and whore-
dom, and such iinreasonable, blind idola-

try, and with many, such unmerciful, raging-

tyranny that they are in truth more like

proud Nebiichadnezzar, drunken Belshaz-

zar, and Nabal, and blood thirsty, vain An-
tioch, Nero, and Maximinus, than chris-

tian, believing lords and kind princes. If

we come to the judges and rulers, to each in

his station, with some we find only violence

and injustice, with some nothing but ava-

rice, astonishing practices; they steal hon-
estly and rob honorably; pass sentence for

gain and gifts; honor the high and despise

the poor, do not justice to the poor widow,
orphan and the oppressed stranger, execute

their office and power with rigor, and not

fraternally; serve princes and not God, as

the prophet Micah laments. What tlie prince

desires, the judge does, so that he will again
reward him. Alas I where shall we find one,

who loves God with all the heart, hates ava-

rice, seeks the truth, who will defend the

godfearing, and do him justice?

If we come to the priests or monks, there

we find such insatiable avarice, that they

offer and sell prayers, psalms, matins, ves-

pers, masses, sermons, baptism, Lord's Sup-
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per, absolution, and all their chiircli serv-

ices, together with their own souls ; take

rents and gold ft-om the deceased, will go

six or ten miles, from one place to another

for a guilder; where they find the most milk,

wool and meat, there they prefer to be among
the sheep ; like to be flattered and honored

by the world; suffer themselves to be called

doctors, lords, masters, abbots, provosts,

priors, fathers, guardians, commanders and
presidents; like to wear long garments ; seek

to be greeted at the market, and take the

first seats at the table and in the church, as

Chi'ist said of the scribes and pharisees,

Mark 12: 39. Besides, the greater part of

them live in such whoredom and sodomy
that the angels are astonished and blush;

they defile one woman after another, also

one virgin after another ; they defraud and
coiTupt the whole world, both temporally

and spiritually; they have all their joy in

a temporal, carnal life; study by day and
by night, how they may pamper their proud,

idle, lazy flesh; eat and drink, saying, as

it is written, "Come ye, say they, I will

fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with

strong drink ; and to-morrow shall be as

this day, and much more abundant," Isa.

56 : 13. They betray the faithful, pious

hearts, who with all their powers seek Christ

and eternal life ; they warn every one of the

truth and its followers, and cry. Hear us,

we are your teachers and pastors, we will

pledge our souls for you in the judgment of

God; and thus encourage the malicious, lest

they be converted from their wickedness.

Promising liberty to others, and are them-

selves servants of corruption. I do not know
how they coiild make it worse; nevertheless,

those unblushing, abominable men, who ac-

cording to the law of Moses, woiild have been
stoned, and who according to the Scriptures

must be eternally cursed and condemned,
unless they repent, alas, are called the pas-

tors and teachers of this poor, rude people.

Behold, thus the world is corrupted.

If we come to the preachers, who boast of

the word, we will find, that some are open
liars, others drunken sots, some usurers,

some wanton and gay, some defamers and
slanderers, others persecutors and betrayers

of the innocent; how some of them live, how
they came to get their wives, and what kind

21

of wives they have, this I will commit to the
Lord and to themselves. They teach secret-

ly that there are two sons in Christ, the Son
of God, and the son of Mary, and that he
who died for our sins, was not the Son of

God; they also teach and practice a bap-
tism which is not commanded in the Script-

ures, and a supper, in which they consider

the bread the hodi/, and the wine the hlood

of Christ ; they have, and hold no other

BAN, than the gallows, and the wheel

;

lead an unconcerned, easy life; they live of

mere flattery, deceit and the booty of anti-

christ, and preach just as much as the world-

ly, carnal magistracy desire to hear; prom-
ise peace to the poor impenitent, althougli

there is no peace.

If we come to the common people, we find

such an unbecoming, carnal, blind, uncir-

cumcised horde, that we are astonished

;

they know neither God nor his word. If

nature teaches anything reasonable, that

is all their piety; but of the Spirit, word,

ordinances, will and life they indeed know
but very little. In short, it has come so

far in the world, that we may lament and
say with the holy prophet, "Eun ye to and
fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and
see now, and know, and seek in the broad
places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there

be any that executeth jiidgment, that seek-

eththetruth," Jer. 5: ]'.

Not one stone has remained upon anoth-

er; all is desolated which Christ and Ms
faithful messengers taught us of faith, love,

baptism, Supper, reconciliation, sin, repent-

ance, regeneration, separation, teachers, dea-

cons and of true, divine service, nevertheless,

they are called the cluirch of Christ by their

blind priests and preachers, even as if Christ

and the Father were to be satisfied with

names, bread, wine and water. Ono! the

chosen of God are the church of Christ, his

saints and beloved, who washed their clothes

in the blood of the Lamb, who are born of

God, influenced by the Spirit of Christ; who
are in Christ and he in tliem, who hear and
believe his word, who follow him in their

weakness, in his commandments, walk in

his footsteps with all patience and humil-

it}^, hate the evil, and love the good, earn-

estly desiring to apprehend Christ as they

are apprehended of him, for all who are in
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Clu'ist, are new creatures, flesli of liis flesh,

bone of liis bone, and members of his body.

How 3^ou and the rest of mankind conform

to this, I will leave yon and all reasonable

readers to reflect npon, in the fear of God,
both according to yom- understanding, and
according to the Scriptures.

Since, then, all things aredesolated through

the righteous wrath and judgment of God,
because (as Paul says) they delighted in

unrighteousness and lies, by the false proph-

ets and ravening wolves, so that nothing

salutary has remained according to the ti'ue

sense and ground of Clmst and his holy
apostles, and since we find nothing in the

whole world, among all the great sects, only
vain boastings, mere names, false doctrine,

false sacraments, vain unbelief and an im-

penitent, carnal life, and this under the

name and semblance of Christ and his holy
church, therefore, I am constrained, by true,

christian love, to make known the power
and ground of the holy Scriptures, accord-

ing to my small gift, given me of God, and
through this to show which is the trite, chris-

tianfaith, having the promise; namely, the

faith which changes man from evil into good,

to a divine nature, both inwardly and out-

wardly, and makes him, as said, holy,

righteous, obedient, new, pious, peaceable

and joyful; in order that all good, pious

hearts, who desire to walk in the right way,
but who are hindered therefrom by their

blind priests and preachers, may read or

hear this my faithful exposition and in-

struction, and that they may thereby be
instructed in the truth ; that the indifi"erent

and drowsy may be awakened, and that all

hypocrites may be ashamed, and reform;

and that all those who love God sincerely,

may be more instracted and taught in the

faith, if they do by any means acknowl-
edge this as the sure foundation of God,
as it is, and will be, for ever. Lord, grant
that many may read and understand it, and
thus receive and obey it, that they may sin-

cerely repent and be saved. Amen.
And since I do it out of a sincere heart,

and labor not with any other view, of which
the great God, the Searcher of the hearts

and reins of men is my witness, than that I

may teach repentance to the ignorant, rude
world, which knows not Christ, lead them

to Christ and his docti'ine, sacraments and
example, that many might be saved; and
as we plainly see there are many profligates

who have reformed theii- sinful, carnal lives,

and commenced an upright, penitent, pious
life in the fear of the Lord; then it is gross
ingratitude, yea, hardened, ungodly tyran-

ny, to hate me and my faithful co-workers

so enviously, and recompense us so shame-
fully, who manifest such great fidelity and
love towards them in oiu' manifold suffer-

ings and trials.

But thus they treated all the prophets

and faithful servants of God from the be-

ginning, who preached to them the word
and will of the Lord with great fidelity, re-

proved their sins, sought their salvation till

death, with all their powers, with many
tears, watchings, prayers, labors, cares and
soiTOws; therefore, it is not strange, and no
wonder, that they will treat us so ; for Christ

says, " For so persecuted they the prophets,

which were before you," Matt. 5: 12.

I hereby entreat and desire, thi'ough the

mercy of oiir Lord Jesus Christ, all my read-

ers and hearers in general, ofwhatever name,
office, station and condition, that you be
pleased neither to defame nor to reject my
labor, as long as you have not read it im-

partially, heard it rightly and understood

it. Therefore, separate the doctrine, sacra-

ments and life of Christ, from the doctrine,

sacraments andlife of the priests and preach-

ers; separate faith and unbelief, spirit and
flesh, righteousness and umighteousness.

Seek after the truth, strive zealously for

your salvation, believe that God is true,

that he will reward the good and punish

the evil, that his word is, and will for ever

remain ti-uth. Fear his judgment, love his

j

bounties; then you shall know, by the grace

I

of the Lord, that the aforementioned is the

true Christian faith, which avails liefore

I

God, and has the promise in the Scriptures,

!
as we have so abundantly testified and

j

shown to you by the word of God, and with

j

such strong and incontrovertible reasons,

examples, without

it were before, in

deceit

Christ

Scriptures and
and fraud, as

Jesus.

May the Almighty, eternal, merciful God
and Father, through his beloved Son, Jesus

Christ, lead you all, one with another, into
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his holy, divine knowledge and evangelical

truth, and make your faith so fruitful and
active, that you may, with sincere, new
hearts, patiently submit to his cross in

every trial and afliiction, and that you may
walk, vdth unfeigned love, he peaceable and

joyful in spirit, as the lanblamable, pious
children of God, before the Lord and his

church all the days of your lives, and ulti-

mately obtain the promise of grace, the end
of your faith, and the salvation of your
souls, Amen.



TO THE CHRISTIAI READER.
CONCLUSION.

Beloved reader, here you liave myfounda-
tion AND DOCTRINE OF FaITH, with its J7TOJ9-

erties, power, operation and fruits. I there-

fore entreat you all, if you appreciate Christ

and your own salvation, suppress your per-

verted minds, be not enraged and embittered,

should you find any thing contrary to the

usages of oiu- forefathers, standing usages,

or philosophic wi-itings and the cry of the

learned; but fii'st prove it rightly, and scru-

tinize it well with Christ and the word, spirit,

life and example, of his holy apostles, wheth-

er it is not the true content, meaning, doctrine

and sense of the whole Scriptures ; if so, you
will have to give up the unscriptiu'al usage,

and the deceptive cry of the learned, and
hold only to the word of the Lord, if you
would be saved. Let, therefore, your heart

be impartial, and your judgment sincere

after truth; for the Almighty God and Lord,

before whom every knee shall bow and every

tongue confess, will not and cannot yield to

any of the learned, or to long-standing

usages or customs; for he is Lord, and we
are his servants. We must follow 7«'m, and
not he follow us. Reader, lay it to heart.

Likewise, if you find that we preach our

doctrine rightly, respect not the dignity of

any man, fear no man's tyranny, nor yield

to the learned, but that we in true, sincere

love, faithfully teach, admonish and reprove

all who do amiss, without respect of persons,

with the Holy Spirit, word, example and or-

dinance of the Lord, in all things not right;

then, I entreat you again, that you would
be pleased not to attribute this to spiritual

pride, but to well-meant frankness and chi'is-

tian simplicity. I desire that you would all

walk, rightly, so that you may be saved, on

account ofwhich I have to endure not a little

tribulation. I refuse not to become as a fool

before all the world, so that I may make
many wise in Christ, and with the Holy
Spii'it and powerful word of the Lord, lead
them to wisdom and to the saints; and I

well know that Christ and his apostles, and
the prophets, were guilty of the same fool-

ishness, and were of the same mind with me
in this matter.

If I reprove, they reprove more ; If I threat-

en with the wrath of the Lord, they do so

much more. Were they on that account car-

nal and proud ? Far from it. Yes, my read-

er, had not the dark smoke of men-pleasing-

preachers, the acciu'sed, false doctrine of

the dreadful, abominable locusts out of the

abyss, risen up; but had sincere reproving,

the true, pure doctrine, the scriptural usage
of the holy sacraments, and the separating

of the impenitent, without respect to person,

continued in the world, never would the

pleasing sun have lost his splendor, nor
would the church have lapsed into such a
grieved and deadly condition; therefore, I

esteem it with Paul, to be tmimportant, to

be judged ofmen in this matter. For I know
that I mean it well, do right and reprove

only with the truth, so that they may be
converted.

May the true heavenly Light, Jesus Christ,

be eternally blessed, and enlighten all dark,

benighted hearts with the clear and lucid

ray of his Holy Ghost and eternal truth,

that they may view, in unfeigned, pure faith,

the eternal brightness of Christ, to the praise

and honor of his great name, and to the sal-

vation of many souls. Amen.
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