i et 8 = - Ermr — = - - e ——-e

! L7 ey

REPORT OF VISIT TO CONGO AND EUROPE
- PART 1 =

‘I"Board of Trustees Nov. 1, 1946
Congo Inland Mission

Brethern:~

It was an experience that shall perhaps, never be forgotten, when I

boarded the plane at La Guardia field in New York about dugek, on the even=

ing of May 3, 1946. From this same place at noon, I saw “rs, lediger leave

to return to our home in Chicapo. It was different from sny other Jjourney
that T had made, not only because of the distance and nature of the differ-
ent territories included in the vieit, but the mission to which I was as-

Siened seemed so tremendous, that when we took off and socared through the
clouds, I could not help but feel that I was roing out into svace. It was
40t only the dariress that had now settled around us, but the future seemed
ejually unveiled. Sitting there and meditating, as you would have done, I
was reminded of God's Word. ¥1d and familiar passares céme to me as I sat
there in the redining chair of the 4irliner and realized that we were
traveling st an average altitude of 18,000 feet and an average speed of

327 milee pver hour. Then the words came to me, "And God shall make all

-

Grace abound toward you." My soul wae lightened, and deep were my feel-
inge of pratitude for this dock upon which my feet again had found secur-
itzye.

Seeminely, only a few houre and we landed in VYander Field, Newfoundland
After beine here only a Bhort while it was reported that pood flying weath=-
er wA® being announced., A the sun wae rising in the beautifully decorated
Pastern arien, we weres Apain speeding in that direotion, with a reocord cap-

"goi ty of 47 pmesmenpern, and oromping the Atlantio abont 20,000 feet nearer

heaven, than the waters below. #4hout the middle of the afternoon we ar=-




=% & II
rived over the "Emerald Isle," and in a little while we lunded &t Shannon
Field in Ireland. Here we were directed into & luxurious dining-room where
Wa luncheon (as they oalled it) wae served. A®s we Bat around the table that
was heavily spread with bounties that were most palatable, we remarked, "If
they call this a lunoh, what would a dinner here he like; we would like to
return for that sometime.”" YThere is no doubt that I would have enjoyed this
meal much more if I had known that it was to he the 1lmst of its kind for
four months.

About @ P. M. found us safely arriving in Lisbon, Portural, where we
stayed for the night. The next morning pave evidence of another besutiful
day. we were off early, speeding toward the "Dark Continent." About one
0'clock in the afternoon we arrived at Dakar. My first impressions of
Africa were just as I had visualized. Dakar is out in the open, barren
desert of Africa. 1he hot sun was shining most brightly over the white
gsand and &lmost blinded one &s you descended from the sir-conditioned lux-
ury liner, "The vonstellation." I was introduced to Africa and native life

when we entered a larrge room in a building whioch was built with logs, mud

overleving them, and also having a thatoched roof. <There at one end of a

table we were served hot coffee, ,hen I pointed out to the native who
gserved me thaet there wae a bip fly foating arournd in the coffee in the cup,

he exrreeged amezerent that I should want it exchanged for another one.

from Dakar we went to soberts rield, Monrovla, Liberia, where we were

entertained at the 4meriocan 4ir “ame for the evening meal, and for an hour

or two nof reet at the army barracks,

On Sunday morning, ebout 6 o'olook, May bth, found us landing at our

'‘eetination at the alrfield at Leopoldville, Conpgo Belpe, Afrioca. Our

three mieglonarien, Lieses 4nna Lleohty, velma Unruh, and 4pnes lLutke, who

had traveled thir same route one week before, had still been detained in
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Leopoldville, and they, in company with other missionaries, who wers also

awaiting transportation to their various field, met me at the airport. It

was a most weloome experience to meet some one with whom I was aocoquainted,
and seemingly so near to home, after having traveled so great a distance

and seen So much in such a short while.

Leopoldville is considered the "gateway" to the colony, and since the
white people, Furopean, 4merican and Canadian, having lived in the Congo
for the past seven or eight years because of the war, the hotels and room=-
ing houses of this city are very uﬂngaatad. After spending the day attend-
ing a service, visiting at the Union Mission House, and having had oconsul=-
tation with mev. H. wWakelin Coxill and Dr. George ". Carpenter, they ar-
ranged for me to be permitted to sleep in the cabin of the steamer "TLuxem=-
berg" for the night. This permiesion was csotten from the Captain of the
steamer which I was to take for the furtherance of the trip the next day.
Thue, another experience that I am permitted to reoall with awe, the first
night of the Congo, I s8lept on the Congo River in a steamer cabin.

On Monday, May 6th, I was privileged to join our missionaries, al-
ready mentioned heretofore, on a quiet and restful tenm day voyape up the
Congo and aeai Aivers to Port franqui, where we were met by our mission-
arieg and taken to our destination, Vharlesville. +hen we arrived at
Charlesville, we Baw apnroximately 2,000 natives and the missionaries
standing read; to greet us in &n orpanized reception., e reocsalled many
time28 having heard the missionariees tell ue of their paet experiences how
the natives greeted them. However, now to realize such an experience for
myeelf, and to be privileged to look into the faces of these, our brethern,
tho are our very own throurhfthe wonder working of the Spirit, for the mom=-

ent it was an experience and an inspiration far beyond antiocipation and al=-

most beyond comprehension. A® these, our colored brethern, samghymns of
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praises, thelr very countenances rpave expression of the full Joy that pos-

Ssessed their souls,

In driving up to one of our mission stations, one is immediately made
consolous that he is entering upon the grounds of an institution. One oan
see before him large brick buildings such as a churoh, school and hospital
buildings, missionary dwellings built of brick, and all of these dwellings
and buildings are artistically erouped and artistically landscaped. These
are grouped over & large tract of land ranging from twenty acres and Up «
The stations are layed out in streets, and it presents a beautiful picture,
With the beautiful shrubbery all around,

In the avangelistio and EZducational departments of the work we have
strong and qualified leaders. 4t each of the four stations we have one or
more assistant pastore, and from three to four deacons who carry on most of
the work of the local church. #t the stations and at some of the longer
establiehed out-stations the program of the church is fully as larze as
here in the statee., we have some strong and capable native leaders who are
definitely consecrated to the oause of spiritual leadership. Our sohools
have al8o larre attendancee, “ince the native is eaper to learn, it is
easier to reach nim, +he responseibility of the education of the native
hae heer ~iven over to the missions. +‘he educational departments are quite
unified among Protestant Missions, 3Beocause of the rapid development of the
Congo, the native 18 no longer satisfied to be able to read and write in
hie own lansuape, btut also asks to be taupht in #rench, Business and Indus-
trial orafte, 4+his i8 with the hope in mind that he might be able to be

petter qualified to be gainfully employed by Industrialists who are Oper-

ating in the Congo. The Government hae placed Protestant and Vatholio

migsions on an equal basis, They are announoing a subsidy, and it 18 quite



evident that the next step will be a sugpgested educational currioulum.
Thus, it will set standards to be reached by those having the responsibil-

ity of the education of the native. It is most important that we place

more emphasis upon more thoroughly qualified missionaries in the future;

because the situation that now confronte the Educational phase of mission

work, and the work of the missionary in the fleld of Lvanpelism, is more

and more the responsibility of furnishing leadership in the training and

supervicsing of native leaders, <This, I feel, does not refleat on the past,

but it is rather meeting the needs of a growing Cause in a world that is

mov ing onward. To this we might also add the Industrial work of our missiom
The Medical department of our mission work has unlimited possibilities.

Muoch eredit deserves to be given to ¥r. Unruh's work, and it was unfortun-

ate that he could not return to the field. In maintaininﬁ the work in the

meantime, the nurses have been preatly blest by God's help that the dis-

pensary and 0.8, work is well developed at each station. #lthoush Yr,

Schwartz's term, 80 far, has been quite well checkered by the fact that he
w=s ocalled by the army twice, and at eaoch time was away from his work for

months at a time, yet he is establishing himself in laying the ground work
for the foundation of a moat effeotive Medioal department, which will min-
ister, in a larpe way, to the body and soul needs of the native. Because
the government ie placing much emphasis on reduoing the infant mortality
rate, the medical ministry in the 0,.,B. department is a growing one. The
combat with the diereare of eBleeping sicknese is an opportunity for the
medical minietry, Yhe dispensary department is rendering a most helpful
ninistry to the many afflioted with large mores, and with deep, long-stand=-
ing ulcere caused by improper sanitary oconditionn. T'his 18 to say nothing

of the larpe field of oprortunity in the work of combating the dreaded
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‘missionary work as we have been, means failure." 4gain, this does not mean

&6 &

80cial diseasea, Then there is the challenging ministry to the Lepers. In

| this phase of our mediocal work, there was been nothing done since Yr, Unruh

left the field. The Leper work should again be revived.

We could go on, at great length, reporting on the many and challenging
opportunities that are ours, and which muet be met, in order to answer the
demands that confront our mission work in the Yongo, because of the rapidly
developing Colony. God has singularly owned and blest the Cause of C,T.M.
We have back of us a history of falthful service of a well-planned founda-
tion work with a growing struoture, that calls for a faith that is active
in every sense of the word. I was pleasantly surprised and impressed in
the fact that mission work in the Yongo is far more developed than I had
any idea. The work of C,I.ii, is no exception in this. However, mission-
ary work in this field (the Congo) demands the attention of the Christian
Church a8 never before. &very emphasis possible is put on the developing
of the “ongo and the obtaining of its many natural resources and materials.

This introduces an unusual amount of Western civilization and their meth-
0ods., The native was drafted into the service, There he came Into contaot
with the world. He was not only introduced to a living standard of Wwestern
civilization, but was also given an opportunity of leadership, and was giv=-
en responeibility., Thue, he has returned quite different than when he
left, and is open to the ideas, and greatly weloomee this new era into whioch
he ha® entered, but alas, he is not able to realize that he is not capable
of entering upon it either experimentally, or spiritually, and ocannot meet
the challenpe it presents, What an oprortunity for the Uhristian missions.

fo meet this challenge, may we again gquote ¥r, Mott, "To ocontinue to do

to refleot on the pest, but the indiocation is that we must greatly intensi-

fy our efforts,



A very helpful feature of my trip was the privilere of visiting other

miesions in the Congo, Frenoh Equatorisl Africa, and in Belgpium. Such

missions visited were:- Luebo, Lubondai, Mutoto, and Luluabourg of the
American Presbyterian; Sonaboto of the 4merican Baptist: Brazzavil of the
Swedish llission; Leopoldville of the British ~aptist liission; Brocoko,
Kikwit of the Unevaneelized 4ribee luission; Congo Gospel Mission, Manpunpu
(where Miss Archie Haller is living) the main emphasis here, at this place,
is orphan work. Then at Kefumba, the Mennonite Srethren Mission, and at
Kendale, (Mr. lear's Lijssion) and independent work. In Rurope I visited
the English Methodist liesion in oconneotion with the Bruxells Buresu, and
also the Winston WMission. Rev, winston is dead and Sev,., Benson is now
carrying on,

A very interesting and most unique experience was to attend the west
Tentral Africa “onference held at Leopoldville, July 1Zth to 22rd. This
gathering wae the first of its kind ever attempted in Africa.

It ie thourht that if this is successful, there will be a Regional
Conference in each of the other repions of Africa. <he ocontinent is so
larre that it will bte divided into four (4) different regions, each having
a Conferenzce., L‘nen in about five or Beven years they willhave an 211 Afri-
can Conference, The nature of this convention, whioh I attended, was pro=-
grame which were devotional, inspirational, and 4ound fable group meeting
discugsione on vital iesuee of Mission work in 4Afrioa.

The opening feature wae high-lighted by an address from the Governor
General of the Yolonial Government. He wae accompanied by the Consulates
of America, Britian, sranceand Portugal, The Governor “eneral spoke first,

ad then, sccompanied by escorte, he absented himself, Kaoch of the Consul-
ateg then spoke briefly, It wae moat impreseive to me as it was the first

meeting of thie kind that I had ever attended. In hie address the Governor



General recognized the help that Mjissione have been in developing the Congo.

He gave the Protestant Missions a good:place and again called attention to

the ammouncement of his govermnment in placing Catholic and Protestant Mis=-
8ions on a par, He challenged this group with the responsibility that his
governmént has endowed Missions to bear, namely that of educating the nativg
and that the sincerity of this is further expressed by his government in
providing a subsidy & r Eduocation.

Each of the “onsulates commended the Protestant Missions for their good

work in their respective Colonies.
The Conference proper could perhape~be outlined in three groups:=-
A. Pive Areas in which “hristian Living is “xpressed.
B. Five Functions of the Churoch,
C. Three Geographical Hegions represented.

A. EXYXPRESSIONS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING.
1. The Personal “hristian Life and The Church.

2. The Family and The Churoh.
3. The Church and The School.
4, The Corporate Life of The Churoh.
5. The Community and The Yhuroh,
B. THE FUNCTIORS OF THE CHURCH.
1. worship and Yhristian Life.
2. Literature and The Christian Life.
3, African Home and the Christian Life

4, Health and The Christian Life,
5. Roonomios and The Christian Life,

C. AREA
1. Cemeroon and Frenoh Xquatorial Afrioa,
2, Anpola

3. Congo Belpe




a, Faith and Order’

b. Separatist Movements

0, Lvalues

da, Medioal

8, &LEduoational Recommendations

1. Government Subsidies,

2. Adaptation of Programs.
3. Teacher Training.
4. Higher Eduocation.

5. Missionary Preparation.

f. .Christian Literature.

411 lectures were translated in three different languasges, *rench,
English and Portuguese. The delegates were limited to one (1) delegate
for each ten (10) missionaries that are actuslly on the Field from each
Mission, and the Home Soard secoretary of eaoh respective Mission. The
African churoh delegation was limited to tw (2) for eaoh AMission. There
were 178 delegates that were registered. <“hie inocluded fourteen (14) Home
Board secretaries.

After the “est Yentral African uunfaranaa, it was my privilege to at-
tend the meeting of the C.P,C, and to visit for six days in Leopoldville.
while here, T was in consultation with the C,P.C. leaders; called on the
American EZmbassy and a few of the prinoiple Government officials, T also
had the privilege of contaoting some of the key businees men, among whom

mere the President of the Banque “elpe du Congo; the manager of the Seda

and P.K. Btoree who are both leading wholemale and retail merohants, Others
that I had the opportunity of contacting were Manapere of Auto Sales, Ford
and General Motore, and then several leading contractors. The Congo is

developing rapidly, and it is &n opportunity as well a® being most helpful
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to the cause of Hiaainna, that raprauantnt}vaa have ocoasional visite with
such personnel for mutual information. It might be in order for me to state ~
here, that I met, and was entertained by, officiale of the two large indus-
tries of our Y ,.I.M. territory. One, the Diamond Mine® of Tehipkapa, whioch
is almost in the center of our territory., The other, the Tever Brothers
Palm Nut Oil Industry located at Srabonta. Each of these large industries
have far reaching influences in their respeotive territories,

From Ieopoldville, we returned on July 31st, for another 10-day visit

on our Mission field. JYuring this time we were gathered in a 3-day rield

Conference. It is always an inspirational feast to meet in our annual ocon=-
ferences, and to be privileged to meet together in an &nnual Conference
with our workers in Africa, was indeed an unusual one. It was further en-
lightening to listen to, and share with, the discussions of onportunities
that are offered, together with the problems that confront the church in
Africa. That a real encouragement to be conscious of the same ®trong Arm,

namely, the Holy Spirit, in far away 4frioca, as also in America. Thanks be

to His Holy liame,

On Aurust 10th, I left our missionaries and boarded a plane at Tshikapa

for Leopoldville.

On my way home, I had the opnortunity to etop in Eyropre for nine days,
Most of thie time was spent in Sruxells. I feel it was most profitable to
vieit the cruxelle Bureau, the Univemty of 3ruxells, and, in ocompany with
the American Embasey, contaot some of the lesser “elgium diplomats, The

pruxells Sureaun, that again ie being revived, should prove to be most help~-

ful for:-
A. Through, and on Behalf of, the Home Boards

1. 7To faoilitate the traveling of missionaries throupgh Belglum to and
from the Congo: the seeking of Vieaes and ailding with Yustoms for-
malities a® uoil a2 the arrangement of lodring,.
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2. To arrange for Missionaries courses of Study in Belgium.
B, 1In connection with the Belgium Protestant “hurch

l. To dissiminate information to the Belgium Newspapers and Period=-
icals reparding the work of Protestant liijssions in the Congo.

2. To seek to strengthen the link between the missions working in

the Congo and the Belgium Protestant ohurches through visita=-

t{on. the contribution of informative articles in churoh maga-
z ines,

3. To stimulate interest in the missionary csuse in delgium,.
Ce With relation to the Government in Belgium

l. To conduot suoh nepotiations with the povernment as may be desip-
nated by the V“,P.C. and also other suoch duties as the Counoil
may Surrest, or request,

I also feel that I had profitahle ontacts with offiecials of Transport
Lines , such a8 the Apence Mearitime Internationale S.,A. Anvers, (Antwerp);

the Sabens Air Lines, and the Pan-American Air-ways in PRruxells. I also
visited Frotestant church and mission leaders while I was in 2ruxells,

In coneidering the tremendous congestion that still exists in trans-
continental traneportation, it was most fortunste that I could travel on
echedule during the entire four months, In the Congo I traveled over our
entire territory, visiting all of our main out-stations and regional cen=-
ters, 88 well a8 many smaller out-stations. At most of these places we had a
service. <S)yme were for a day and others were only a brief servioce,

In comrany with a missionary of the respcotive district, we called on
all State PoBte, for & brief vieit with the State lan.

During the entire trip, T traveled 27,218 miles. lost of this was
made by plane, more than 3,000 miles of this was made by auto in the Conpo,
the halance wae by roilway, bus or Hammook, or on foot. Some of 1t was via
the momt modern and luxurious mode of travel (The Constellation Plane) and
nore of It the mo#st primitive methods, Some of it in quite absolute seour-

ity, and at other times quite the oppomite,

It was an inspliration to fellownhip and work with the missionarieg on
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our field. It was most inspirational and enocouraging to meet and fellowship

with our native ohuroh and the native churoch leaders,
To bdbuild an indigenous church has alway® been our policy. In this I
feel we have quite well succeeded. 48 we keep in mind our goal, and contin=

ue to furnish strong leadership, comparative to the day in whioch we serve,
the Cause will continue to move from Btrength to strength with God's

blessing attending.



-PART II-

Howevef, to bring as nearly as possible a complete report, and a true picture 2s I see
it, of our work we must not overlook mentioning some problems, which now ere, snd others that
vwe see we are facing. Our mission is in the time where we are experiencing the reszults of
having followed too Democratic = policy. This was largely no doubt of neccessity. This
experience 1 find is a common one when one learns of the inner workings of the History of
Missions, and while in pribciple the results of fruits have a common expression, yet they
differ in different missions because of the background and tendencies of +the personnel.

In our mission, as 1l gee it, we have a growing individualistic practise and interest,
rather thar practising s common interest for the good of 2 cause— Congo Inlend dissicn. Our
missionaries have developed an sttitude that ls quite self-centered, and more so than they
are conscious. ZHesults of this we might enumerste in the following merner:-

First:-
This hzs developed to the extent that instead of having four stations, we have
four maissions in C.I.M.

Seccnd: -
this, 1 feel, wns also o large contributing factor that the situation at Kalamba
took on the proporticns that it did.

ds -

=3
L}‘

lhe-e 1g 2z condition of die-hurmony among the missionaries at the lMukedi station

rhich 1 telieve can largely be attributed to this.

Fourths:-
There i3 cn involvment of funds that was discovered at Charlesville, which in my
judyement has an i1ts beshs, en over ambition, in this direction, whicu has put pressure

a8 =n elresdy too weak n point, untll the Board haz now become quite substantially

fnvolved financislly.

Ffiths-

fie have nulte n dissatisfied conditlon among our natlve lenders, which in my Judgement,

would not have developed Lo the proportions that 1L has, and corbninly could be handled

by our ainsglonaries, vwho have always lad them, were they more united themgelvesg in




their interests and practises for the uktimate good of the Causze 23 a unit.

Another matter whimh was reported to me by the Field Trcasurer which should be included
in this report is the loss, in the mails, in the transfer of unds from Charlesville to Leo-
poldville in the amount of 20,000 francs.

I remember Rev. E. Troyer, on one occasion as saying,"A growing cause always has
needs." The need of this cause, The Congo Inlaend Miscion, is expressed in one word,
Expansion.

FIRST;®

The first need that must be filled is the creation of a department to serve as a channel
through which the home Board will work. There must be an individual center, on the field
that will unify =1l phases of the vork for its best interests. This department will be
responsible for informotion to and from the field. The services of thiz person will be so many
end so vikel that is is most importent that the richt man be chosen. Although to fill this
im-ortant place will mesn and necessitste the qualifications that perhaps only a few have,
yet, since it is so urgent = need, God will ag=in moke provision, z- He alwesys has.

SBGOND &
Tie nced more missionaries. The territory of the Congo Inlsnd Mission can bwe quite

thoroughly covered from our stations that we now have. However our four stations must be

Secsuce of tne cevelopements in the Congo, &nd in order to maintein our standards, it

iz most imperstlve thet we send missionarie:z torthe field who are tralned and gqualified for

the perticular work to which they assigned.

Following I have have somewhat grouped the needs in personnel, buildings and equipment

s esch of the four stations gave them to me.

s

IMMFLIATE NEBDS IN PRASONKEL: -~
(Ey imnediste needsy we mesn that shoulé be filled durlng the next 3 to 5 years)
1a

Twe Dulldergi- men who are tralned and qualified to draw a blueprint and eract
e bullding from such a print.

2. Threo Doctorp-

. Four peglstered ' '
3 g nurses- One with tralning to glve "Drop Ether" anesthle,

(Gur doctors and nurses must have n wor King knowledge of French)



4« Three Men- For the Evangelistic Department.

Since it is impossible to seperate evangelism and fducntion these menf should

have qualifications to give leadership (particularly to our outstation leaders)

in their Educational program. Another important phase of a missionary evasngelist's
work is to give leadership in organieation, particularly in organizing e workable

program in our Native church, of systematic giving, thus he should have some train-
ing along this line.

2« One French Teacher--- could be a lady.

€. One lady secretary-— (Who knows bookeeping and has a vorking knowledge of French)
It goes without saying here that all ouf missionaries from now on MUST know French.

ADITTTIONAL MISSICNARIES OVER A LONGER RANGE. (10 year Program)
l. Three men quelified to supervise Evangelistic snd “ducstional work in Outstations
and Regiomal schools (or centers).

2. 0One Lduestionsl Man.

3« Two French Teachers- One or perhaps both of these can be a lady.

L« OUne Doctor.

5 Cne Kurse,

IMNEDIATI W IO IN BUILDINGS:~ (In 3 to 5 years)

ERIBnBE osvesovisan teserssscssesasesacassasassesscsnensvacscnss § 30,000.00

Cherlecville, Mukedi and “yanga:
6~ His:ionary dwellings @ $2,500.00 €ACh secscccscsccnacanes 15,000.00
6~ School=z & $500.00 €8Ch ceocevoose S R A ok e 3,000.00
3~ Zegional Schbol Bulldings © $ 750.00 €8Ch scecsssvscacssss 2,250.00
1- Church Suilding csessseavas BB RARATARER CREI TR RN ooy 1,500.00
= “unior chureh BalldIng  csessenevsvenvisnspisisempvicinies 1,000.00
Roofs for Yirle “ouses .. (Chorlesville) seeececesccccncessncs 550.00
fAe-looring of migsisnary dwelling (Charlesville) .eescesccss 100.00
Madival Wavds (Bymghl) cssevevansinersensssrEnssaNevEeE Ve 1,000.00
Howe for Orphans (BYMBRE] sossicseninsinssssinssossirsoneih 600.00
Office Equipsent (Charlesvillel ,susesevuvssosusasrsvreonsss 2,500.00
Printechbp Ernuipment (Vharlesville) eececceccsccscesaccncaces 2, 500060
Addittl hal Medicnl Equipment (Charlesville) ceeecessssssss 3,200.00
Balance on Dlp ensary nnd “ospitel  (MUKedl) eeeveeeresseones 10,000. 00

Hﬂﬂ;}l.tﬂl {'-"Ulmﬂnt (Mukﬁdio N N N R R R 10100'0i00
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ADDITTIONAL BUILDINGS OVER A LONGER PERIOD (10 Years)

b el
K.l“h T Builw .'l‘i'liiiiliﬁ"?ﬁﬂﬂy{t!i#ilIillliilillliiiiii

Charlesville, Nyanga amd Mukedi- }?{ﬁ
ot e
Addtional in Hospital Equipment (Charlesville) .....
Hospital and Surgical Warde

(Hm) Pesssssssennsns
Medical Wards (HM)’ O R R T R R

Bible School Buildingd (Nyanga) eeeeveccrsesccccanes
Dwelling for Bible School (Nyange) eeceeeeeceeecenes
Junior Church M) SRS sesNReERIINERIRREESEARIRETERRTS

5- Missionary Dwellings
1- 3/4 Ton Panel Truck

Respectfully submitted,

C. E, Rediger

$10,000.00

10,000.00
10,000.00
600.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

1,000.00

il o
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PLANS FOR COOPERATION IN MISSION WORK IN AFRICA (Revised)

Abbreviations used:
C.I.M. For Congo Inland Mission
G.C.M.C., for The General Conference of Mennonites Church of North America.

1. The Board of Foreign Missions of the G.C.H.C. gratefully sccepts the offer
of the C.l.M. Board, according to which missionaries appointed for work in Africa by
the former Board can be sent out co-operatively with the latter Board to work on
Sutj.ﬂnﬂ of trhﬂ' GnIn‘- B'Ulrd in the M‘iln Unngo-

2, The Board of Forelign Missions of the G.C.M.C. offers to the C.I.M. Board
a slmilar arrangement, so that if the latter Board desires to send missionaries into
countries where the G.C.M.C. 13 engaged in Mission work, these mlssionnrles can be
sent cut co-operatively to work on the stations of the G.C.M.C.

3+« No one shell be sent out 2s a missionary under th
the candidates have been examined and approved by both

co~operative plsn unless
the co-operative Boards.

4« dissionaries that are sent out under this plan sh
reports to both of the co-operative Boards, so BRarde will st all times be
informed about the nceds end progress of the work. The a latrrtive authority, |
however, is to remain »t all tlmes in the hands of the 'Boa ieh has charge of that §
Mission Field, Specific problems and neseds he Mispionary™ér of the work shall be §
reported to this same Board.

L send a copy of their

5. Salaries (allowasnces), Outfit gd od,/Travel expenses, and all Inclden
or specisl expenses incident to the golup, séidurn, and return of the Missionaries
isslons of the G.,C.M.C. will be paid |
11l be sent to the C.I.M. Board for 4

a8 as those paid by the C.I.M. Board
ghall be handled the same way; the amount |
opernting Boards.

general Mission purposes to be used im its mission fields unless
ted by these conferences, nor shall the C.I.M. solicit |
G.C.M.C, unless such permission has been granted by its |

or activities of the missionaries sent out under this
co-operstive arrsngesent shall be determined conjointly by the Bosrd under whose
supervigion they mere semt to the Field and the co-oper:tlive Bo-rd which pays the
sllowssncer (saleries) according to the best interests of sll concerned.
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CONGO INLAND MISBION
1326 West T72nd Street

Chieago 36, Illinois

February 10, 1947

s T L0  SaaaR
b o

R“- H. Ge NYG.

% Foreign Mission Board of Mennomite Gonference
722 Main Btreet

Newton, Kensas

Dear Brother Nyce: i

L

The reason that I am not able to be with you in your Board meeting has H

been given you by the recording secretary of C.I.M. So I am enclosing my re- u

port, and message to your board in form of a paper which I am enclosing.

You having been in éur Board meeting when I gave my full report to tha:?
C.I.M. Board will be able to give them such information that they will want!
to take time for. Also you have the report written, thus you can glean from '
as you think advisable, to subliment to the enclosed report. i

Wishing you God's choicest blessings as you are in session for the

great Cause, and with personal Christian regards, we are, .

Most sincerly yours .

"‘:."H-F'.-

CONGO INLAND MISSION.

Ce E. Rediger

— i T =
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~ fembers of Foreign Mission AT bruary 1 ‘
~ jueneral Conference of thﬁﬁgg ;3 BB 24T,

Met at Newton, Kansas, February 13,.1g41.

Dear Brethem:

By this time Rev. Nyce has informed you that I am away for a few weeks
to regain my physical strength,and for that reason I am not able to be with
you as you meet in the interests of foreign ;1uniuni. I greatly regret that
1 am not priviledged to enjjoy the christian fellowship that is always most
inspiring, and very much appreciated, during these mectingsy however, I am
deeply grateful that medical science has found my ailment to be curable, and
that I am well on the wna.to recoverys, For thia reason it is necessary that
I bring you a report of our work in Africa, and my visit there, as it pretaims
to your interests, in form of a letter, We feel, that under the circumstances
you will understand,and where-in this paper may not be clear, or any questions
or suggestions you may have, you will feel free to write us, As it seems now
we will have our annual meeting at the regular time,( the second Euesday in
April).

First: My visit to Africa.

I am deeply grateful to God for His gracious blessings upon the trip to
Africa, and returning by way of Buropes Although trans-continental transportat-
ion is still most congested, and irregular, yet, I was detained only one day
in making the emtire trip, 27,218 miles, according to schedule, during four and
one half months, We gladly acimowledge, only God could arrange such & program,
and we are thankful to Him, Having read considerable about the country of
ifrica and having traveled in a foreign country, flf# the country of Africa
is quite as 1 had visualized it, However, missionary work is far more advanced
than 1 had any idea, even though it has been my priviledge to be in close touch

with such interests. In thie the work of O.I.M. 18 no exception.
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It was a great inspiration to be greeted by several thousand natives and
our missionaries in an organized manner, We recalled many times gf having Kéds
heard the missionaries tell us of their past experiences how the natives
greeted them. However, now to realize this for myself, and to be priviledged
to look into the faces of these our brethern, who are our very owm through the
blood of Christj;for the moment it was almost over-whelming, and beyond human
expectation. As these our colored brethem, aan; hymns of praises, their very
countinances gave gXfppdlgd expression of the full joy thaet possesed their
souls,

The first sunday in Africa was charactcrized by having the priviledge of
attending a baptismal and communion service at one of our stations.,There
were 153 baptized, and 898 partook of the Lord's Supper. We have consecrated
and faithful native leaders in the church and in the school, however they are
greatly limited because of their heathen background. The Natives, and these
leaders ex.ressed themselves many times as being deeply grateful, for the
the message of the gospel, and did vifRually plead that we sent more workers
to lead them further, It is most challenging to the christian church as these
aspeals are brought, to see and realize that these native brethern feel the
need of help, yet they do not fully understand where-in their need lys. Every
emohasie ff possible ie put on the developing of the Congo, and to ab&ain its
many resourses, and materials, This introduces an unusual amount of Western
Civilizatio: and their methods, The Native was drafted into the service, of
hic country. There he came in contact with the world. He was not only introd-
uced to living standards of Western Civilixzation, but was also given many
sriviledges which he had not experienced before. He was given responsibility,
an opportunity of leadership. Thus he returned quite di&arcnt than when he
left,and is open to the ideas, and welcomes this new eora into which he has

enter-d, but alas,he iz not able to realize that he is not capable of entering
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upon it either experimentally, or spiritually, and cannot mcet the challenge
it presents. This the Native leaders feel, however, as we ctated before do
not fully indfarstand the full import of it. What an opportunity for the
Christian liisions. To meet this challenge we again quote Dr. liott, " To con-
tinue tp do Mi.sionary work as we have been, means fazilure". This does not
mean to reflect on the past, but the indication is that we must gre tly in-
tensify nﬁr efforts. To this we might add that the fovernment has placed the
responsbility of the education of the native to the missions. Further, it
has placed Hrotestant and catholic missions on par, and is giving a subsity
for educztion. In the field of medicines they have been doing this for several
years, and it is working out good,

A helpful featura of my trip was the nriviledge of vieiting other miscsions
in the Congo, French Equatorial Adrica, and in Belgium. Such miscions visited
were: Luebo, Bubondai, Mutoto, and Luluabomrg of the American Presbyterian;
Sonaboto of the American Beptist Miision; Brazzavil of the Swedish Lission;
Leooldville of the British Baptist lilssion; Brocoko, Kikwit, of the Un-
evangelized Tribes Mission; Congo Gospel Mission, Mangungu,( tharﬂ?i;nhie |
Heller is living ) the main emphasis here is orphan work. Kafumba, the Mennoni
Lrethern Ki-zion, thie is a small work just in ita.beginingu, though Rev.
Janren has been there for come time, Kandale, an independant work of lir.
lear from Canada., In Burope I viasited the English Methodist lMission in connect
jon with the Bruxells Bureau, and also the Winston Mission,

A very interesting and mosct unique experience was to attend the West Centra
Africa Conference held at Leopoldville, Julg 13 tp 23rd. This gathering was th
the firet of its kind ever attempted in Africa. It is though( there will be
Regional Confcrences in each of the other regions of Africas. The Continent 1is
8o great that it will be divided into four different regions, "'hlh.!it‘lik;
Conference. Then in fdwe or févenyyaemvetbhpywatdh Planing for an all dﬁﬁaéJwﬂ
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Conference. Theginature

o of the conference which I attendf{f¢ ed. was progranms,

which were devotional, inspitational, and round table discussions group meet-
ings on subjests of vital issues in Mission Work in Africae. A quite detailed
program [ have outlined in my report to the C.I.M. Board, of which Rev. Nyce
has a copy, and if interested you can refer to this. I might also state here,
the report of this conference is being written up in a book, andi%ha number
allotted to Ce.l.M. there are still about 5 copies that are available, should
any of you want a copy you can write me at the home office., The price of the
book is § 1.25,
Second: Your Missionaries,

It was a pleasure to meet our Missionari: s on their field of service. The
Lord is richly blessing their faithful service, in that man y, many hear and

. gospel being the power
accept the gospel by their failhful witnessing to the pyy,;/?y/yygg/gyyggy

of God unto salvation to every one that bebeiveth.

DEYIR /YUY /99 /9994 /799 /99 /Y09 /FEHYSVIT /99 /99949 They all are joyful in their

service, and all of them feel satisfied that they are where God has called
then,

It was unfortunate that Miss Anna He. Quiring had to be advised to returm
to the States before her furlough was due, because of her health. The doctor
on the field, through council with other doctors advised thiqbacause there
was found sche had quite extended kidney trouble, and to give her the proper
diagosis and fff#f treatment she would need to return to the States where the
proper facilities were available, At precent she is taking‘trentmanta at the
clinic at lountain Lake, Minn,, her home tow,

Rev. & lirs. George B, Neufeld are enjoying their work at Kalamba Station.
aiite heavy responsiblities have been placed to them, as they are the only
married couple with ql;-ri.nou on that etation. The Lord is blessing them,

and they are doing a nice ﬁfﬁe of work, Rev. Toews and family arrived on the

field nfter HBOML -mix-weoks ,
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~ after about six weeks enroute., Their &hildrun are in Central school at Lubonda!

Brother Toews has charge of the lvung?iiatiu work at Nyanga, and Mrs. Toews
the work of the girls, and women,

Reve Enns family figure in the work very definitely. Rev, & lMrs, Enns being
pioneers at Nyanga Station, thus their duties are many fold, and greatly appre
ciated by the Native church, and us all., It was some-what a trial to them
that it wes necessary that their fasily needed to be divided, ( John and
Katherine came home a year ahead their parent for their furlough, and are
attending Bethel College. They are enjoying their work, and the entire family
are reconziled to the situation, Norma Ruth is also in Central school at
-ubondai,

The Sprunger family are well, and happy in the service of the great work.
Rev. Sprunger, our most capable missionary in French has meny opportunities
in being of most valuable service to the Cause to the State and in contacts
with CeP.C. at Leopoldville, He and krs. Sprunger have charge of the school
work at lukedi, Rev, & Mrs, Dink arrived on the field only a few i::;:: before
I arrived, They felt they will enjoy the work. Tne y were encourgged, and were
looking forward when they will be able to speak the language and accept re-
sponsibilities, Reve Dick will work in the evangelistic field, and lkirs. in
the school, 1

It was my pleaseure to travel with Misses Liechty and Unruh, to the field.
They were fa?orablz-inpruﬂsod with the field, the Missionaries, &and the op-
portunities of minietry to the Native, They have been six months on the ricld
and have mastered the language sufficently that they write they are givenm l

responsibliities, As you kmow The Dick family are atationed at Kalamba, Miss

Unruh at Nyanga, and Miss Liechty at Charlesville,
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Third: Matters of business,

First mey we express our sincere appreciation of youﬁhavnted interest
that is expressed in every way. We appreciate the valuable council that Fhe
Trepresentative of your board, Rev. Kreider, and Rev. lyce are giving. The
faithful service that Dr. Penner had been giving during the past years, is
again characterized in the newly appointed Treasurer, Rev. Dycke. We appreciat
ed greatly, the courtesy that Rev. Dycke gave us to call at our office to
introdice himeelf, and we bleieve we shall be mutually blessed as we continue
to work together. While we had been acquainted with Rev. Nlyce for a number of
years, and have always greatly appreciated his Kff clear gospel message, yet
when the office of Mission secretary was made vacant, by Br. Rickert being #£f
stricken, we have found in our dear brother Nyce the same interest and council
in this foreign department of our work as W}¢/A has always characterized him,
For the briviledge of working togafhar in this co-operative way we feel certad
that God is in it, and as 1 have seen the field the thought has again and agai
come to me, " in tﬁa fulmess of time"™ God hae so led. The field is great, ripe
to harvect, and it challenges the entire Mennonite church, with all its iatere:
= In this we feel confident He, the Holy Spirit will anoint us daily for
the needs that are ours,

The greatest need that C,I.M, has is missionaries, Young married couples.
je are needing these in every department, Lvangelists & Educational mem. Docbo:
Hurses., We need two menf who are builders. i.e. who can draw a blue print, and
erect o building from such blue print,

Our doctor, Dwe. Bowman, in Chicago has expressed his opinion about Mrs. Har¢
res. crnse as saying it is possible that she will be just as well off physicall)

in the Congo as any other place, In case they should have Joy to go under such

circumstances, wbuld your board look favorable upom it ?

L
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The arrangement with the Rev. Toews family when they went to the field the

q“ last time was verbally, As I remember it, your board offered to take one half

of their travel expenses to the field, and one half of their allowances the

first year, and after that the full allowance, or that you would take it under

consideration, Of the latter I am not quite certain. Perhaps you have a minute

about this, I am only raising it, as it is a question with me. We shall apprec=

iate your answer to this,

Again may I empress my regrets that I can not be with you, and also express-
ing my sincere anticipation and desire for the mutual blessings that God has
for us, in the Great Cause of bringing the gospel to foreign lands, With
sersonal Christian regards to each of you, I remain,

Sincerly yours, for the Work of the Kingdom.
CONGO INLAND MISSION,

C? E. Rediger



