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A Br ief Report on Congo 

by RQuben Short 

I visited C'ongo for a duration of one month ., Duri ng that ve.ry 
month Congo suddenly experienced a rash of revolutkonary r everses . 
~igns of emerg.ancs. politically,, economically ,. and soc ial ly sudde nly 
't.urnBd to n EP .. r tensions of unc ertainty , Resistance on the part of the:>• 
ar1ny and the public appeared to omino u s ly convert to nor; ~~resistance at>d 
s Lipport of th& Na tional Liberation Committee ... 

Th~ Corranitt e e identified as a potpourri of Lumumbists Gi ze ngists 
and assorted other ma l contents oparates f rom Brazzav ille c api tal of 
tha form~r Fran c h Congo . It was pledged to liberate Congo ~Leopoldvill~ 
from the Adoula ragime- but tha c hange of leadership does no t appear to 
hav~ tranquilizad tha momentum , 

La st fall . tha Cornmi ttaa f ound a vulnerabla spot in t he kwilu where 
t h J Ba Fei1dc a n d Babunda t t' ibas have long bitterly opposed t'ha pro­
vinc i a l govarnment.. Through Pierre t-1ulele . the antagonism ·.,as s p a r kea 
into a de vas t a t i ng ravol t whiah tha Congolese a rmy and i rate surt'o und­
ing ~ri'b.:sffidn hava s inc e br~ught under control. 

Ki7u was naxt , Tnrough tha Bafulero triba ' s left wing a dmini stra­
tiv a -:hief , .Z.1oise Marandura , a r a vel t •.vas organized , The National 
Libe~a tion Committ ee s e t up an Eastern b r anc h i n Burundi - Leader of 
tbe- !Jranc:h was .Gnile Soumialot formerly a minister of justice i n t he 
s hor t :!.l.'ie<:. left . .,ing I<.. ivu government , 9eg1nning along Lake Tanganyika 
a full s c ale offensiva was begun with a revolut ionary governmen t o f the 
.2:.a ste!:ll C""o ngo organized a t Bujumbura and Soum1alot a s Pre s i den t and 
:Jef en ~e Minis ter . 

Hundt'eds o f Central Government troops defec ted to the rebels 
Suc h def~c. tion ia seen as a symptom of the sad state of tht=P Congolese 
a rmy ;,_ mil itary r e traln i ng program h ad been started with the aid of 
abou t 75 Belg ian off lce c s . but mostly ft'o m desks ln Leopoldvll.lle - Now 
th.a ne ·../s h a o it t h a t t he u .. s ., is showing concern ~ 

Tt-..i:: meth od now is not to burn villages destroy bridges and dig 
u p r oads a s in t na K'#l lu .. Ueither hav e t hey knowingly hurt ~ropeans 
o r ;..ma r1c ane , An axceptio n to this was t he s hooting of Bur l eigh Law .. 
J r: ;:i M.o t hodiat miss ion pilot . at Wa n\bo Uya ni.a while I '"as i n Lulua-
bourg. 

&?for1~ I l eft we talked about plans for evac ua t ion s hould '1.:his 
p rei i.-ie -f ira rcb-:> l movomo nt c o ntinue unras tra inad , Some fee l th11 
r ,:::bt;: l han1 a woulcl bo h.orrr1las!J if n o t r ouistod .. 

: ho•ild tho politica l oitu a tion fi rH.s ll y r o!Jolve its.;?lf into t' esP<in­
.'31bl8 qov~r011L,nt ,. thta rood to rac ovu ry l s o c hnllo nge to Mis~ic;n · Sl1c uld 
t h!'.:r r...ol i t:1 cal n i tuo tion r omoin t urb ulent thon tho aonsc:i~nc:::e or m.iss1on 
:1.c in t h t.t r e fining fi ! '•<J in ouarch fol~ a propcl c nnd apprQpt,·i.ntc.:l ans 1•io.."lrQ 



.. : ·, ., 

A . coin.bi~a tion \:~arn of 1~no•.,l7d<?~abl e wi~ie . and d.a9 ply c.•.}!l1iILi. ct;;·d }:k?c pl : 
\'1111 n <"r: d to ~ssume r~sp..-:,n.s 1b1li ty fot~ dt:1c:1sion and ,:,ci..Jon , 'i'h~ a t'tl ·· 
tud.= :J:i: ,.onst1 tuc•n <:".y boar·ds . Cit1 Board s taff . and rn1 ssionar ie:;:; w111 
b -=- in \ons tant nc?ed o f r~fin<i>mant to ba propa rly respcnsibltl~ 

For this brief i n g tlrnc l imi t s us to t h a ma jor a ncounters so - ·­
i.;nct.?r t h2 pre sent (!x_isting c ondi tions and c irc wns t a nc es wlwr.-e c1o •11e 
rind o u rse lv.Js as a c h urc h and wha t appears t o b e o ur- rol e- for no-itT? 

The Prin1ary and Sec ondary .Educa tio n System a s i t now Stan ds 

B~f oce i n d3p 3 ndence t ha r e W6 r a vir tua l l y no Cong olese train~a ~s 
s\?.c o ndar y school t;dccher s , The h a ndf ul so t ra i ne d 1-1as desparat e ly 
neaded for gover-n.me n t admin i s tra t ive poEl i tion s . Mis sio ns a nd U11l c'SCO 
sudd~nly tackled t h i s pr.obl a m... Mo n :t t eur s c h ool s co nverted to sec-on·i r:i.r y 
and norn,a l sc·hooll1 wgan t o talte r o o t ,, 

According to the Ulli~SCO r e por t Fr2 n c h spe-aking t aac hars from all 
pa r t s o f t ha wocld inc c~asad from 66 in 1960-61 to n&arly 800 in 
1963-oi. Thesa wa r e ~mployad b y tha Co ngol ese g ove rnm3n t but pa.La 
on2 - thi rd of thair s a lar i a s in f ot·a ign curr~ncy by UN.::scoo 

In 196::?-63 tha na t i ona litids rapr a s a nte d were HaitJ.ans - 1 2.? 
Balg 13n,,. - 99 E'ran c'"ri - 8 5 J and L a'banes3 - 60.. Smaller nnm.'Jers -c:arn.:r 
from St:Ein Ita l y Unite d Arab Rapublic . Syri a , Gr.;aca Afghan i sta n 
Folanj Canada don dur as "fiat- Nam .. Unite d Sta t e s .. no r.-1ay Switz-=:-rland 
N~ th~rl <:!l ds China Lux:mbourg . M.:?xico R•ofanda , United K ingdom Colwn­
bia :i.i:a S·.-1e:1en . Thi! secondary s c h oc::-1 a t Goma has ta ac.h~rs from 1 5 
c ount ~:ies , 

Yr...: rr2j o r-ity of tha UN~SCO t aach.e r s a r a ass igned to S t a te s~·hocls .. 
!n 19~2-63 116 were racruited for Ca t h o l ic s chool s 22 f or- Pr o t estant 
schc.o l s and 3 f or o t her r 3l i giou s school s . 

r na I-ti nis t .cy b f £ch.ic:a t i o n a s t i .ma t :es t h at tha na ed for fore i gn 
~aacMrs ·.-1 ill 1..uu ~-:a,.uu~ to grow until 1 967 r eac hi ng a paa}: of 7 000 
oafore laveling off a s Congole se t a k e their places 1 

;.. y oung Ha i t "iun te aching a t Lul uabou rg ask e d " "Wo uld y ou a dv i sa a 
c ol l-::t "!<;U :t bac k home to co rns t o t h A Congo to t aach?" 

~ cepl i Qd thoughtfu l l y , " Savera l o f my fri~nds hav~ a sked ~ th~t 
s a.'t.~ que3 t i.on . I usua lly tell them s otMthi ng l ike this - i f y~u re 
in t e rae t e 1 in t h e- money , don • t do 1 t ... You need t o hava S'Lllla kind o f 
~ rusal'.1ing s p iri t or a !'f.gnse o f miss i on ft Otha rwisa ,, you won t l ast . " 

On Dac a rnbac ~ 1961 a Nat i onal Ins t itute of Cdu~ation was opa.n~d 
i n L:...1opoldv11 1e. I t is headad by a Congole se d ire c t o r .. but t ha s t a ff 
l.r.c t u ).~s !Jllc!SCO eKpar t s from 1 2 d i ff oriJn t nati on s. .Fina nc i a l ass i s t a C.t' 

corn<:1:s f r. o rn th-'! Congol ese g ov e mll\9nt , Un i t a d Nation s United Sta t.;? s 
/,ID pcog rarn an l'.3 the British Counail . It i s known a s Ins t itut P,~dugog lque 
=l rjti!'l""'ia l . 'I'ha pP1nt year h"!d 207 studon ts a nrol l e 1 ,. o nly two o f whom 
·4c- r- ~ f"J i r 1 s . 

r . [' .N . ~1 raduu tad i 't !J !i . .ro t c l ass i n .. T\lna o f 1964 ~ At f u ll pro­
·J1Jr: t 1on it ohoul.CJ gr1J<'.lu ato abo ut t oo .'.J t u d1)n t s a nnuo l ly . 



Tha school si'\:uation has much to be d.:sired 0 Som.a 70~' of the 
pupils l eave s chool bafore completing four years

0 
Only 9% obtain 

pi-im~ry . school oertificat~s (si:>e years) .. Sorne schools in tha ci·i:ies a 1 a 
on nl~ssion s tation s are fairly wall equipped , but tha usual bush sch ool 
consl.sts of polas and a thatched roof. Very often no tables , chairs , 
d d s ks o r benchas ,, no black.boards ,1 chalk.- notebooks or paned.l s , f en .. : 
t e xtbooks and no visual aids .. About 90% of tha prin1ary schools are 
ope rated by tha missions with governmant assistanc e , 

Th~ c hurch i s rasponsible to appoint the School Directors who are 
approv·a d by the Stute and responsible to hire taachers and relay 
tbai r pay to tham from tha Legal Representative who applies to the 
government for the nacessary subsidy. This puts the church~ at this 
mornant .. in a most strategic spot. Her strangth or weakness is spot-· 
lightad. 

In the CIM church area the appeal is for secondary help at Bak­
wanga , a sacondary school at Kamayala ., Banga .. and Charlesville ~ more 
h3lp a ·t:. Ka.londa and Nyanga o and ., of coursa J Mukedi and Kandala "rill 
naed something whan tha door opens. 

Tha Medical Program 

This i s a t-,,in opsration of servica and training,. Dr. John Zook 
exprassas deap r agra t that I1\9dical parsonnal is boggad down so deeply 
in a sarvica program that thera is little tima for a training progr amQ 
!·1rs. ~ook ha s a class for nursas, but harg is an araa for full time 
workars . \-IC? ar= too short of halp to achieve as dasirad in this 'bt1in 
o~ration ~ The capacity of tha Tshik.apa hospital has far graatar 
potantial t han can possibly ha achieved by two doctors and two nurses 
wi th about 26 CongolcS-3 helpars~ 

TIB ?. impesa training school will offar soma halp but can never 
s ub3 ti tut.a for the naaded beds ide cara no.,., naaded. We must do somathil".g 
ha re if wa can and as soon as possible. 

Othar s t ations want doctors 1'1bich could greatly anchance our 
witn~ss5 Along with doctors there is need for nursas a 

The Church as I Sae It 

Bring ing into being , developing ., purifying~ and inspiring the~ 
church is the most difficult of our asaiqnmants. Partly because o~ten 
t h.a ra sul ts are s o abstract to be unobservable and because of the 
P3rnicious rooral and spiritual failures that raquire attantion and 
which have long-laatinq msavory results~ Yet tha church is the organ 
r esponsible for all other mission involvemsnts. 

Th.a 3arv1c e angle of the church i s r~adily accepted and daeply 
das icad. Africano are in charc;ie of tha Mutana ~ Banqa , Cl1arlesvilla ,. 
and Jt.~londa d i ap~n aariQa '"ith qener'ftl ovaraight al<erciaad by the tnis"51on 
m!J<l ica l corps . The primery school• nr• opareted by Africans . but thf' 
brleic r r.HJpona:tbitity rants with the ohurch end tha Legal Rdpresentativ~ . 
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1'hi s makes th~ 'h h 
t o develo · . .... c urc mora than a spiritua l and moral body s eeking 
affai rs t~aiu~i~a~l.vely and quantitatively . It mires the church into 
by div~rsio ~ 0 sacularize h~r vary existdnca--not by int~nt~ but 
tdnds t o i ~~ . a school system having the bettar trainad leadarship 
c ipl ' dn -midata churc h authority which consaque ntly paralyz~s dis-

ine a n s l o\'1S p r opagation .. 

. For this r .::1 a s on th~re is need for a s tro na . dynamic c hurch offan-
s ive~ Wa c an contribute by sanding in more path evanga lists to 
e-vangel ize make disciplas ,, and train and inspi re loc:al pastors , T'ne 
Plague o f low motivation will need counter-measures .,, Tha n we ,.,ill 
naed t o raise the standard of training for theological students to be 
c:o1uparabl~ to s~cular training .. For this we nee d sane more missio.nary 
spiritual leaders of strong evangelistic and pastoral courage and 
farvor who will face this problem in e person to person a nc ounter ... 

Statistic-·s on the church ara currently wanting .... Bakwanga r e ports 
a lni;!mbarship of 6 ,. 260 with 5 pastors ) 3 deacons , and 4 ovsrSJ;1.ers , In 
1963 , 270 wera baptized and thare remained 99 baptismal candidates ... 
Tha ir primary schools had 2 , 120 registere d pupils and 150 were enrolled 
in a Unitad secondary s c hool. Total offerings for the year were 
? ~ S . 000 francs o r about $700.00 l\rn.3ric an money. 

DiSl:uptions , scattarings~ and Congolasa inefficiency make other 
statistics unava ilabla. Attsmpts at such statistics hava thus far 
provad =util~ ~ The Bakwanga church saams to have su£farad most but 
a ppaars now to axce l in spiritual vitality. Hare a new church building 
has bean built a nd is almos t ready for occupancy " 

Soma Othe r Needs 

It is g~nerally concludad that thare is a raal challanga befora 
us~ To ~at i t .. •we • . .,,111 nee d to incre ase our missionary s t a ff at the 
r-ata of l GY. annual ly f or t he naxt three or four years .. We have spraad 
oursalv~s out beyond o ur c urrant ability to meat tha bara necassiti~s of 
the> J\f r ioan church program , We ought t o prov ida for this area a 
little ba t tar. 

Trav3l is a real prob l em. I am investigating the possibility of 
b~tt.Elr a ir traval servi ce for our area. Wa could possibly sava the 
cos t of at leas t two surface ve hl.c l es annually by having a pl ana station~d 
at Tshikapa. ~leven hours to go to Mutana compared to 14 minutas by 
air se rve s as a stirnulant f or air. 

I t ~il l ha many years befora tha African church amerg~s to _noteble 
s t reng th and becomes siqnificantly self- propaqatinq. Miss1onar1as are 
l cv~d an1 ~ant.ad by th~ church and requests ara urqant for additional 
help . L•.!t us not become weary in this program .. 

Conolusion 

I hav0 cal l ed attention only to a few of the encountat"s and needs. 
I thank God fo r. tha vioioo of ranponsible lend11r• and rni~~ion13ries who 
h£JV!3 ini tifJtad e total thrust proqrmm . So>•~ of thesa l .• .;!we not nten ­
... ionad fo e- the ofika of t imo ,, bl\t the y at"CJ no loea i"'portan t . WB need 
~0,., to rno c o fully p'-lrticipe t e and l;'eet!zo thu posl'l ibi l.i t i @s of this vision , 


