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A Brief Raport on Congo

by Resuben Short

+ visited Congo for a duration of one month. During that VEry
T?“th Congo suddenly exparienced a rash of revolutlionary reverses
Signs of emergance politically, economically. and socially suddenly
curned to new tensilons of uncertainty. Resistance on the part of the

army and the public appeared to ominously convert to non-resistance ard
support of ths National Libsration Committee .

“he Committee identified as a potpourri of Lumumbilists
and assorted other malcontents oparates from Brazzaville capital of
the formar French Congo. It was pledgad to liberate Congo-Lsopoldville

from the Adoula regime but the change of laadership does not appear to
nava tranquilized tha momentum,

Gizengists

Last fall tha Committee found a vulnerable spot in the kwilu where
the Baprende and Babunda tribes have long bitterly opposed ths pro-=
vincial government. Through Pilerre Mulele. the antagonism was sparkec
into & d=vastating revolt which the Congolese army and irate surround-
ing tribesman have since brought under control.

Kiva was naxt. Tarough tha Bafulero triba's left wing administra-
tive <hief. Moise Marandura. a revolt was organizad The National
Liberstion Commnittee set up an Eastern branch in Burundi. Leader of
the branch was @mile Soumialot formerly a minister of justice in the
short-lived left wing kivu government., Beginning along Lake Tanganyika

a full scale offensive was begun with a revolutionary governmesnt of the

Zastern Congo organized at Bujumbura and Soumialot as President and
Defense Minister.

dundreds of Central Government troops defected to the rebels
Such defection is seen as a symptom of the sad state of the Congolese
army /. military retraining program had been started with the aid of

about 75 Balgian officers but mostly from desks in Leopoldville. Now
th2 news has it that the U.5. 1s showlng concern.

The method now is not to burn villages destroy bridges and dig
ip roads as in tha kwilu. HNeither have they knowingly hurt Furopeans
or Anericans. An axception to this was the shooting of Burleigh Law

Jr 4 Mothodist mission pilot, at Wembe Nyama while T was in Lulua-

Esfore I laft we talked about plans for evacuation should this
prairie-fire rebal movemant continue unrestrained., Som2 faal the
rabel handa would be harmlaess 1if not resisted.

Chould tha political situation finally resolve 1tse1fr1ntn respon-
31ble govarnment. the road to recovery is a challenge to Mlasien,. Sheould
tne political situation ramain turbulent then the consciencae of mission
i5 in the refining fire in search for a propar and appropriate answar.
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For this briefing +time limits us to tha major ancounters so —-
gndsr the present existing conditions and circumstances wheiie do we
find ourselvas as a church and what appears to be our role for now?

The Primary and Secondary Education System as it now Stands

Bafore indepandence thers wara virtually no Congolese trainsd
se@condary school teachers. The handful so trained was desparately
neaded for government administrative positions Missions and UNeESCOD

suddanly tackled this problem. Monitaur schools converiad io sacondary
and normal scheools began to take root,

.
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sccording to the UN<SCO raport Franch speaking teachers from =11
parts of the world incrzased from 66 in 1960-61 to nearly 800 in
1963-51. These wars amployad by the Congolese governmant but pa.id
ona-third of their salaries in foraign currency by UNSSCO,

In 1962-63 tha nationalitias represented wsre Haitians - 122

Balgizns - 99 French - 85, and La2banesa - 60. Smaller numbhars czins
from Swein TItaly United Arab Rapublic Syria, Greace Afghanistan
Folani Canada 4donduras YViet-Nam. United States. Norway Switzsrland
tiatherlends China Luxembourg Maxico Rwanda. Unitaed Kingdom Colum-
bPia and Sveden Tha szcondary schocl at Goma has t2achars from 15
countiles.,

rajority of tha UNSSCO taachers are assigned to State schoels.
583 116 were recruited for Catholic schools 22 for FProtastant
and 3 for other raligious schools.

fne Ministrcy of Education estimatas that the need for forsign
chers will (oncanue to grow until 19€7 reaching a psak of 7 000
cre laveling cff as Congolese take their places,

& young Haitian teaching at Luluabourg asked, "Would you advisa a
coll=aguz back home to coma to tha Congo to taach?”

de replied thoughtfully, "Several of my friends have asked m2 that
same auasdtion. I usually tell them something like this - if you re
interzstad in the money. don'‘'t do it. You need to hava sume kind of
crusading spirit or a sznse of mission. Otharwise, you won t last.”

On Dacambar % 1961 a National Institute of £Zducation was op=ned
{n Lanopoldville. It is headad by a Congolese director but the staff
yrneludas UNZSCO axperts from 12 different nations., Financial assistance
comad from tha Congoless govarnmant, United Nations United States
TD program and the British Council. It 18 known as Institut Ei‘ar;l.ag-:'q teue
dntin=al, Tha past vear had 207 students enrolled. only two of whom
wera girls,

1.0 .N. graduatad its first class in Juna of 1964. At full pro-
Jurtion 1t should graduate mbout 100 students annunlly.
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Tha school situation has much to be desired,
rupils leave school bafore completing four years. Only 9% obtain
primgry_schcol certificates (six years). Some schools in tha cities aad
on mission stations are fairly well equipped, but the usual bush school
consists of poles and a thatched roof.

\ Vary often no tables, chairs.
dasks or beanchas, no blackboards, chalk, notabooks or pancils. few

textbooks and no visual aids. About 90% of tha primary schools ars
oparatsd by the missions with government assistance.

Somae 70% of the

Tha church is responsibla to appoint the School Diractors who ace
approvad by the State and responsible to hire taachars and relay
thair pay to tham from the Legal Represantative who applies to the

government for the nacessary subsidy. This puts the church,. at this

moment. in a most strategic spot. Her strangth or weakness is spot-
lightad.

In the CIM church area the appeal 1s for secondary help at Bak-
wanga & a sacondary school at Kamayala, Banga. and Charlesville, more

n2lp at Kalonda and Nyanga, and, of course, Mukedi and Kandala will
need somathing whan the door opens.

Tha Medical Program

This is a twin opsration of service and training. Dr. John Zook
expressas deap ragrat that madical parsonnal is boggad down so deaply
in a sarvice program that there is little time for a training program.
Mrs. Zook has a2 class for nursas, but hare is an araa for full time
workars., We arza teoo short of help to achieve as dasired in this twin
cpveration. The capacity of tha Tshikapa hospital has far greater

potantial than can possibly be achieved by two doctors and two nurses
with about 26 Concelesa helpers.

Thz2 *impese training school will offar soma halp but can never

substitutas for the needed badside cara now naeded. We must do somathing
hara 1f w2 can and as soon as possibla.

Cthar stations want doctors which could greatly anchance our
witn=ss. Along with doctors there is need for nursas,

Thae Church as I Sae 1t

Bringing into being. developing., purifying. and inspiring the
church is tha most difficult of our assignmants. Partly because often
tha rasults are so abstract to be unobsarvable and becausa of the
parnicious moral and spiritual failures that raquire attantion and

which have long-lasting wnsavory results. Yet the church is the organ
rasponsible for all othar mission involvements.

Tha zarvice angle of the church is resadily acceptad and daeply
Azsirad., hfricans are in charge of the Mutena, Banga, Charlesvilla,
and ¥aionda dispensaries with general oversight exercisad by the mission
medical corps. The primary schools are oparated by Africans, but the
nagic responaiblility rests with the church and tha Legal Rapresantative,
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For this rsason ther

€ 18 need for a strong. dynamic church offern-
We can cont

sive, ribute b
Y sending in more path evangalists to
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: and train and inspire local pastors. The
Plague of low motivation will naeed counter-measures. Then we will
nead to raise the standard of training for theological students to be
comparable to secular training.

For this we need some more missionary
spiritual leaders of strong evangelistic and pastoral courage and
farvor who will face this problem in a person to pearson eoncounter.

Statistics on the church aras currently wanting-
a membarship of 6,260 with 5 pastors, 3 deacons and 4 ovarssgers, In
1963. 270 were baptized and there remained 99 baptismal candidates.
Thair primary schools had 2,120 registered pupils and 150 wers snrolled

in a United sacondary school. Total offaerings for the vear were
245 000 francs or about 3700.00 Amarican money .

Bakwanga reports

Distuptions, scattarings. and Congolesa inefficiency make other
statistics unavailabla. Attzampts at such statistics have thus far
provaed Zutile. The Bakwanga church saams to have suffarad most but

afFpsars now to excel in spiritual vitality. Hare a naw church building
nas been built and is almost ready for occupancy.

Sama Other Nz2eds

It is ganerally concluded that thare is a real challenga bafore

To m2e2t it., we will need to increass our missionary staff at the
rate of 10% annually for the naxt three or four years. We have spread
oursa2lvas out bayond our currant ablility to meat tha barz nacessities oif

th2 African church program. We ought to provide for this area s
lLittle battar.

us.

Traval is a real problem. I am investigating the possibility of
battar alr travel service for our area. We could possibly save the
cozt of at least twe surface vehicles annually by having a plana stationed

at Tshikapa. =&leven hours to go to Mutana compared to 14 minutas by
air sarves as a stimulant for air.

It w11l bs many years befora tha African church emerges to notable
strength and bacomes significantly self.-propagating. Missionaries are

lovad and wantaed by tha church and requasts are urgent for additional
help. Let us not becoma weary in this program.

Conclusion

1 have called attention only to a few of the encountars and neads.
I thank God for the vision of responsible leadars and missionaries who
have initiated & total thrust program. Some of thesa ) Ndave not men-
tionad for the sake of time, but they are no less important. We need

now to morn fully participate and realize the possibilities of this vision.




